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Voyages and travels.

HAVING gone through the preceding Cbllec-

tion of Voyages in as ample a manner as our

limits would admit, in which we hope our feleftion

and method will meet the approbation of our readers •,

we here enter on our fecohd department, which is to

eonfifl: of the mofl: modern and authentic travels.

The 0bje(5t3 now before us for defcription, are Eu-
rope, Africa, and Afia -, which all together compofe
a continent fb amazingly extenfive in a cblleftive

view, and fo ftill of materials for obfervation on a

feparate one, that there is no fmall degree of embar-

raflrnent in the confideratiori where to begin. The
mod natural method, to avoid confudon, appears to

be to commence with the northern extreniity of

Europe, and from thence to proceed fouthward and
eaftward. According to this plan, though we arc

to enter firft on very unhofpitable tracks ; yet will the

defcriptiotis they fufnifh, and the rude manners of
the chilled inhabitants, not be altogether void of en-

tertainment to the fpeculative reader. However,
there will at leaft be this fatisfaftion refulting, that

our fcenes will improve upon us ; as we fiiall foon

arrive at milder climates, inhabited by more popu-
lous and civilized nations.

Vol. IV. B
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TRAVELS
v>5 O i THROUGH THE / ) ')

Moft Northern Parts of E UROPE,

Particularly Norway; Danish, Swedish, and
Muscovite Lapland -, Borandia -, Samojedia •,

Zembla } and Iceland.
'-•

.

•' "•'
... .^ '1—

S

Extraded from the Journal of a Gentleman em-
ployed by the North Sea Company of Copen-
hagen to make Discoverus. ... ^.,., .....^.j ...-35?.

FREDERIC III. king of Denmark, being de-

firous of advancing the trade of his kingdom,
cftablilhed two companies of merchants at Copenha-
gen, his capital ; the one an Iceland company, and
the other a company of traders to .the north. The
latter having obferved that the trade to Norway was
very beneficial, prefented a petition to his Danifti

, majefty, in February 1 6sSi reprefenting that great

profit would arife to his fubjedts by making farther

difcoveries to the north, whence feveral valuable mer-
chandizes might be imported •, bis majefty readily

granted their r^queft, and allowed them to extend

their commerce as far northward as they thought

proper ; upon which they fitted out feveral fhips for

that purpofe.

A French gentleman, who happened to be at Co-
penhagen when one of the northern fleets was out-

ward-bound, and being informed that the king had
commanded thofe concerned in this enterprize, to

make
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make all pofllble difcovcries of the countries to which

they came, he procured himfelf to be recommended

to go furgeon of one of rhe Ihips. Having given

this introdudion, we (hal? proceed as near as poinble

in the gentleman's own words. /

We embarked, fays our author, in the beginning

of April, 1653, weighed anchor, and fet fail from

Copenhagen with two fhips in our company. We
foon arrived at Kat-gat, a ftreight which divides the

German from the Baltic Sea. This is a dangerous

palfage, full of rocks, extending about forty leagues

from EHinore to Schagerhort.

When we arrived a-breaft of Mailftrand, a fmall

fea-port town thirty leagues from Copenhagen, the

wind drove us back ten leagues, and forced ]us into

a creek called Schalot, where we caft anchor, and rods

fafe under the caftle, which looked rather like 4
heap of ruins than a place inhabited, and is only fa-

mous for its promontory, which j$ wpll known tp

uU the mariners who ufe the Baltic. Here we ftaid

three days, when the wind fliifting again to the eaft-

ward, we proceeded on our voyage •, and after a few
days failing had fight of Chriflianfand in Norway,
a promontory that takes its name from a fmalj village

'4t its foot, where there is a commodious port. Our
ftay hers was very Ihort : for tiie next day we pro-

ceeded to Chriftiana or Obflo, the capital of one of
the five governments of that kingdom. *

As foon as we were got into port, we went afhore

to deliver our letters to the company's agents, whp
gave us a very cordial reception. One of them hear-

ing I was a ilranger, and had been recommended
by one of their fociety, behaved to me with greajC

civility, fhewed me every thing worth feeing, and
commanded one of his fervants, who fpoke French,

to attend me in a fhort excurfion, three or four

miles up into the country. Early the next 'morn-

ing we took horfe, and rode to a large villagejiame^

. B 2 ^Wif-

i^at-
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"

Wi/by, the capital of Gothland, where the famous
marine laws were made, nine miles from Chriftiana,

The houies are here built of wood, and covered wjth
tuif i they are very low, without either iron-work

or windows, except a lattice on the top to admit the

light* b>*,njf> \

The peafents of Norway are remarkable for their

fimplicity and hofpitality. The women, who are very

handlbme, though rcd-haircd» are fond of ftrangers,

and bok after the cattle, of which there is here great

plenty : they are alfo excellent houfe-wives, and in

general make their own family-doth. The country

affords excellent game.
When we were returning towards Chriftiana,. we

met one of the neighbouring gentlemen, followed

by twro fervants and a pack of dogs gomg to hunt
the elk ; who, knowing the man that was with me,
invited us both to partake of his diverfion. After

we had rode about a mile we met his huntfman with

more of his fervants, and ten or twelve of the pea-

fants, who ted us three miles farther to a wood full

of bufties, at the entrance of which we difmounted,^

and gave our horfes to one of his domeftics. Prepa*

rations had been made for the chace the day before

by the gentleman's valTals. We were fcarce forty

y&rds within the wood before we perceived an elk,

who in/lantly dropped, being feized, as they told me,
with the falling ficknefs, whence they derive the

name of elk, which fignifies a miferable creature ^

and it feems that they often fall in this manner at

the beginning of the- chace. Had not this accident

happened, I believe it would have been hard for us

to have brought him down, as I perceived foon after,

when we had roufed another, which we chaced above

two hours, and fhould never have been able to have

taken him, had he not alfo dropped down dead. He
killed three of the beft dogs with his fore-feet, and
the gentleman being extremely forry for their lofs,

would

;«
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would hunt no more j but fent to a farm of hfs a

mile off, for a cart to carry the game we had caught

to his caftle, and infifted on our going home with

him, where he treated us in a very fplendid manner.

This Caftle was an odd fort of building, and like

the reft in that country, void of elegance or tafl».

The elk is as big as a Lirge horle, ^nd his body

like a ftag's, but larger and longer *, his legs are alfd

long, his feet broad and cloven, his antlers large,

hairy, and broad like a fallow deer's, but he is not

fo well furniftied with horns as a ftag. . .,

,

At my departure, the lord of the caftle made me
a prefent of the two left (hanks of the elks .wc had

killed, or rather {ecu die of themfelves, letting m&
know that this was no fmall favour, they being an

excellent cure for the falling ficknefs. To which I

replied by my interpreter, that I wondered, fince the

foot of an elk had fuch virtue in it, why the animal,

that always carried it about with him, did not cur^

himfelf. The gentleman rcflefting on what I had

faid, laughed out aloud, and told me I was in th^

right, for he had given it to feveral perfons afflifted

with the fame diieafe, without its producing a cure

;

upon which he had long fufpeded that the pretended

virtue of the elk's foot was a vulgar miftake, of
which he no more doubted, than that the eating of

the flefh of the beaft infe6ted people with their dif-

tempers. He then gave me many inftances of the

ill effefts produced on human bodies by eating the

fteftiofelks.

The gentleman obliged us to fpend the night with

him, and having entertained us in a plentiful and
agreeable manner, we took our leaves of him early

the next morning, and returned to Chriftiana, where

we ftaid four or five days, and then weighing anchor,

failed for Berghen ; but being becalmed in our paf-

fage for five days, we employed ourfelves in catch-

ing fifh, :f which we caught fuch ^ quantity, that

we kept Lent a long while after, ,

j ^^^^
B 3

"'
Berghc^v
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^- Berghen, the capital of the province of the fanlrf

name in Norway, has one of the fineft ports in Eu-
rope. It is a large trading: town full of merchants^

and was formerly an archbifhoprick ', but it has not

been acknowleo;ed fuch fmce the reformation. The
archbilhop's palace was given to the Hans towns^

for their ancient merchants to live in, and the greateft

part of the honfes were turned into warehoufes, which

ftill bear the name of cloifters, and the merchants are

called monks, though they do not wear a cowl, nor

obferve the rules of any order. The king has, how-
ever, obliged them fo far, to keep up the form of

a religious houfe, that none of the merchants who
live in it are allowed to marry without removing.

The principal branch of trade carried on at Berghen,

are herrings, cod, and ftock-fifh, for which there is

a great vent in Mufcov}', Sv/eden, Poland, Den^
mark, Germany, Holland, and other parts of Eu-
rope. *;;"' t""-'

•

/. <4;
.

, Vsiwis.

7 As foon aS we had difcharged the circrq we had
to deliver at Berghen, We fet fail with a Ibuth-weft

wind for Drontheim, half our lading being con-

figned to the furveyor of the copper and filver mines,

for the ufe of the miners- and other workmen; it

c6nlifting principally of bread and beef : but being

feveral days becalmed, we again caught a great quan-

tity of klip^fifh, a great part of which we faked and
barrelled. They are a kind of cod, bigger than thofe

of Newfoundland, and obtain the name of klip-fifh

from their never leaving the rocks ; klippe, in the

Gerrrlan tongue, fignifying a rock. >i».*!.rmi

On our arrival at Drontheim, we applied to the

furveyor to unlade ouf fhips as faft as poffible, that

we might purfue cur voyage ; but he toki us, he

tould not begin till the officer, who was to receive

their provifions, came back from the mines, and of-

fered to fend a meffenger for him, whom I got leave

to accompany. Early the next morning the fur-

veyor's man and I mounted on horfeback, and began

this
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this journey, but the roads were fo very rugged that

we could reach only eighteen miles from Drontheim :

for the night came on, and we had a long wood to

pafs through, in which were wolves, lypxes and boars

in great numbers, that render travelling in the dark

very dangerous. The next night we arrived at oui*

journey's end, and lodged at the forges ; where, ac-

cording to the cuftom of the country, we were enter-

tained by the people who have the care of the mines,

widi tobacco, beer, and brandy : and our hoft be-

lieving that we would not think ourfelves welcome

unlefs we were made drunk, plied us fo fad with

bumpers, that there was no avoiding a debauch.

I here became acquainted with one of the officers of

the mines who fpoke French, and promifed, on my
exprefllng a defire to go down into one of them, to

gratify my curiofity.

Having breakfiifted with the perfon who fpoke

French, and the mafccr miner, they went with me fifty

or fixty paces from the forges, which are upon aii high

mountain, to the mouth of one of the mines, over

whichwaseredteda machine refembling a crane,turned

by two men in two great wheels to draw up the ore

;

and the mafter and I beinj; fixed in a wooden bucket,

were let down above fifty fathoms. Never did I

fee a more horrid profpeft, or what appeared a truer

pidure of the infernal regions. Nothing was to be

feen all around but rugged caverns, flan'tcs of fire,

and creatures that appeared to have a nearer refem-

blance to fiends than to men. They were dreffed in

black leathern jackets, with leathern mufflers about

their heads, jult under their eyes, reaching down to

the breaft, and had leathern aprons Thefe miners

have all diflferent employments. Some ufe the chiflcl

and fome the hatchet, to knock out the copper ftones

:

others fearch for new veins of metal, and others try

todifcover caverns filled with water, which fometimes

ttnexpedledly burfb forth, and drown thofe in the

B 4 mines.
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mines. The maftcr miner who defcended with m^
perceiving I was afraid, ai^d that I was taken with

Sf cold fit, rung a bell, wh^ich l)eing a fignal for the

people above to draw us up, we foon afcended with

^he fame eafe with which we had gone down.

We went to the houfe of the officer who fpoke

French, and v^re entertained in a very handfome

manner : ^fter dinner that gentleman ordered horfes

to be got rcadj to take m^ to the filvcr mines, and

the v(\2&er m,iner accompanied us. Having intro-

duced me to the furveyor, we were each of us pre-

fented with a large glafs of brandy, and then treatedi

with beer and toba.cco. When we had fmoaked and

drank as much as ttic furveyor thought fit, he con-

dud^ed us to the forges, wh^ch were about a mile

from hjs houfe. Thefe mines turn to a very good
account, and are not the leafl part of his Danilh

majefly's reveniie. We foon after reached the mouth
of a mine, down which we went in the fame manner
as at the copper mine. Thefe miners are cloathe^

like the others, and their work and habitatations are

much the fame. The miners both in the one and
the other never work in winter. In fpring and au-

_ tumn they only labour three hours in the forenoon,

and three ^ter dinner •, but in fummer. they work
four hours in the morning, and five in the afternoon.

The reft of their time they fpend in mirth and feaft-

ing. They delight much in dancing, and have their

jiautboys, violins, .and other inflruments for that pur-

pofe. This merry . life they are ablp to fupport, bc^

ing paid a crown a day all the year round. On my
return %o the copper forger, I found the people at

their fports, and was not a little {deafed to fee the

yariety of their humours and paftimes.

Having feen every thing worth notice at the mines,

the furveyor took us home with him, and treated us

with the ufual epilation of brandy, beer, and tobacco

:

we afterward partook of a good fupper, and when
we bad fufficicn^ly refrefhed ourfelves, went to bed.

In

m
iaill

not
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I^ tlie morning the matter miner and I, after a plen-

\itvi\ breakfadft, took leave of the furveyor, and rode

b^ck to the copper mines, where having thanked the

officer who fpokc French for his civilities, the matter

miner and I fet out for Drontheim.

In two days after my return, the (hip having taken

in her ftock of provifions and other neccflaries, fet

iaii with a fair wind, to continue our voyage to the

north J but after a few days we were becalmed under

the ardic circle, and fome of our crew being fo fu-

pcrftitious as to give credit to the opinion, that the

inhabitants of the neighbouring coaft, like thofe of

Finland, could rule the elements, and difpofe of the

winds at their pleafure, our captain fent his boat

alhore with the mate to purchafe a wind of them,

that being the commodity he moft ftood in need of,

and though I believed nothing of the matter, I had

the curiofity to accompany thofe employed in this

ridiculous commiffion.

We landed at the firft village we came to, and as

the mate could fpeak enough of the language to

make himfelf underftood, he foon found out the chief

necromancer, told him what he wanted, and afked

if he could furnifh us with a wind that would laft

till we arrived at Mourmanfkeimore : to this the ne-

cromancer gravely replied, that he could not, for that

his power extended no farther than the promontory
of Rouxella. The mace confidering it was a great

way thither, and that if we reached fo far, we might
eafily make the north cape, defired him to go on
board with us, and drive a bargain with the captain

:

to this the wizard confenting, took three of his com-
rades with him, and leaping into a fmall filhing-

boar, went aboard our Ihip, where the captain and
he foon agreed upon the pnce, and he was paid ten
kroners, which is about five or Ctx. and thirty (hil-

lings fterling, and a pound of tobacco. When the
bargain was concluded and the money paid, the wi-

zard tied a woollen rag, about half a yard long and a
nail
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nail broad, to the for^ maft. This rag, which had
three knots, wr.s all the captain had for his money;
and the necromancer immediately returned in the

filhing-boat to the village with his companions.

He had not been gone long when the captain,

. according to the inftrudtions he had received, untied

the firfl: knot in the rag, and foon after a brifk gale

fprung up irom the weft fouth-weft, which drove us

and the other Ihips in our company thirty leagues

beyond Maelttroom, a whirlpool in the Norwegian
fea, that has proved fatal to many veflels. For this

reafon fuch as are acquainted with thofe coafts,

keep eight or ten leagues out to fea, to avoid both

that and feveral other eddies, as well as the rocks

that lie off Oftraford.

The wind beginning now to ftiift a little to the

northward, the captain untied the fecond knot, and
the wind continued till we reached the cape of Roux-
ella. After we had pafied that promontory, the

needle of our compafs turned back half an inch, from
which fome fancied that there was a loadftone in the

mountain. However, if we had not had a very ex-

pert pilot we (hould certainly have loft our courfe.

He ftiut up the compafs, and knowing that the other

ihips in our company were in the lame trouble as our-

felves, hung out a flag on the fore-top-maft head,

as a fignal for the fhips to follow us. We were two
days and nights in this dangerous fitiiation, having

nothing to depend upon but the pilot's experience

;

but on the third day, when we were at a confider-

able diftance from the mountains of Rouxella, the

needle again pointed to the north, whence we con-

cluded that we drew near the north cape. w *-^iif,i

. By tliis time tlie wind failing us, our captain unit-

ed the third knot, and foon after a moft dreadful

tempeft blew from- the north north eaft, upon which

v/e were obliged to take in all our fails and drive

before the wind under our bare poles, expefting

every minute to j^o to the bottom •, dreadins; left

this
jL-t;*
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this fhculd be a judgment inflided upon us for our

infernal commerce. However, on the 4th day the

ftorm ceafcd, when we were under great concern at

our having loft light of the other velfels, which we
feared were by this time loft : but having a favour-

able gale, we continued our courfe, refolving to make
the firft port in order to refit.

With refped: to the fale of winds, for which thefb

northern people are very famous, it is neccfiary to

obferve, that like all other fpecies of w^itchcraft and

necromancy, it is no more tha*n mere fraud and im-

pofture. Thofe who deal in it lUidy the w^eather,

and from conftant obfervation, are liable to judge

of the variation of winds for feveral days to coitie,

and take care to ftart ib many difficulties in mal<:ing

their bargains, that they arc fure never to come to a

conclufion, till the figns appear by which they are

morally certain that thofe winds will blow, which

they pretend to fell. When our fuppofed conjuror

affirmed that his power reached no farther than

Rouxella, it ought to be undcrftood, that he well

knew by experience that cape to be the limit of his

obfervations, and that he flioukl rifk his credit, if

he prefumed to exceed his bounds. This account

we have received from fome intelligent perfons who
refided a while in Iceland, where the people are the

moft famous for this kind of traffic, and they fell

them with lefs limitation, becaufe living in an iiland,

they are more able to judge of the variation of
winds in all the fcas round about them. This fpe-

cies of knowlege is confined among a few people,

who by this means ktep their neighbours in fubjec-

tion, and put foreigners under tribute : nor are thefe

ftrange notions much to be wondered at in a barbae

rous country, where religion is at a very low ebb,

and learning has not improved the mind. . -r

The coalts of the fea all over the nor;h are lb full

of rocks, that the ports and creeks are almoft inac-

ceffible, and we were obliged to fail two days longer

befSrc
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before wc could make a proper port. However, we
?t length reached the coall of Wardhuys, the chief

town of Danifti Lapland, where there is a caftle, witli

a garrifon of two companies of foldiers, belonging to

the king of Denmark, and a coUedlor to receive the

duties impofed on foreigners trading to or from Arch-
angel. VVe then failed to Varanger, and caft anchor

half a league from the town, when the captain being

impatient till he found a place where we might refit,

and being defirous of obtaining fome information in.

relation to trade, ordered out the long-boat, and
taking with him eight men well armed, rowed to-

ward the town, where he arrived in about half an

hour. Varanger is a populous town and a conveni-

ent port, but fo little frequented, that the inhabitants,

amazed at feeing them, gave them fmall encourage-

ment for trade, but offered their affiftance to refit the

fhip. ^•""-' •' '• ".'i '-'-'-^^ '
: ' vv- h: t

The captain having obferved the commodioufnefg

of the harbour, returned with the boat, upon which
we weighed anchor, and entered the port -, when we
unladed the cargo, which confifted of bales of cloth,

and rolls of tobacco, with which we defigned to have

traded. Thefe goods were locked up in a houfe near

the fliore, and a watch fet to guard them. To fome

of the principal inhabitants we prefented bits of roll

tobacco, which they valuing more than gold, ii;

fecured their friendfhip, and in return, they treats

ed us with the befl they had, particularly with

fdry fifh, which ferves them inflead of bread; the

ilelb of rain-deer, which I did not think very pa-

latable; bear's flefh, and that of other wild bealls,

pf which we had no knowlege. They alfo treat-

ed us with frefh fifh, boiled without fait, and

ferved up either with the oil of other fifh, or a four

liquor that is highly efleemed by them. We could

not, however, bear them company in their repafts,

and their dainties not fuiting our tafle, we fent fc|»

provifions from the fhjp, the chief of which was fait
•

beef
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beef and bifcUits ; but when we offered fomc of it to

(he Laplanders, we found that our food was as dila-

greeable to them as theirs was to us.

The religion of Lapland is Luthcranifm ; but they

are fo fuperftitious, that if in the morning they meec

a beaft in their way whofc appearance is efteemed

ominous, they return home and do not flir out again

all that day •, and when they:go a fifting, if they take

but one fifti in the firft draught, they think it an ill

omen, pack up their nets, and kaye work for thac

time. *Itx
' . Both the men and women are of a low ftature, but

are ftrong and adive. Their faces are broad and flat,

and particularly their nofcs. Their eyes ^re fmall like?

a hog's, and their eye-lids in general make them look

as if they were blear-eyed. There are of a fwarthy

complexion, and are of a rude uncivilized and lafci-

vious difpofition -, efpecially the women, who readily

proftitute themfelves to all comers, if they can do it

without the knowlege of their hulbands.

The men are cloathpd in rainrdeer ikins, with the

hair outward ; their coats are fliort and reach down to

the middle of their thighs : but their breeches and
ftockings are of the lame materials, with their hair

outward ; but over thefe fome of them wear a kind
of boots made of fiOi Ikin, which, though rough and
coarfe, are ftitched fo neatly, that the feams arc hard-

Iv to be feen. Their bonnets are alfo made of rein-

deer fkins, with the hair outward, but are edged with
*• ftrip of either grey or white fox Jkin. Their caps

are like thofe of the Norwegian women, and arc

made of coarfe canvas, and their h«dr is twifted up in

two rolls, that hang down on each (houlder. Some
ofthem wear a fort of ruffeight fingers broad, which
they tie behind. Their Ihoes are of fifh Ikins with
the fcales on, and fomewhat refemble the wooden
Ihoes worn by the peafants in France.

Their houfcs refemble thofe of the boors about
Chriftiana. They have no light but what enters by
»^.-* . ., a hole
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a hole at the top of the hut, and do not make
ufe of beds any more than the other Laplanders.

The whole family, as the mafter, miftrcfs, children,

and men and maid fervants, lie down together pro-

mifcuoufly, upon bear fkins fpread in the middle of

the room, which, when they rife in the morning, are

taken up and laid by, till they are wanted again at

night. In every houfe there is a great black cat

"which they highly value. The Laplanders talk to it

as if it was a reafonable creature : and in piirties of

fifhing or hunting it follows the people like a dog.

We unladed the fhip the day after our arrival, and

the inhabitants helped us to haul her afhore, when-

the captain finding that Ihe was more damaged than

he expedted, defired the Laplanders to provide him
timber to refit her, to which they readily agreed,

and the crew went to a neighbouring mountain to

fell it.

As we found that the (hip would be fome time in

refitting, our fupercargo thought it would not be im.-

proper to take ajourney into the country, to try whe-

ther any trade could be carried on with the peafants

there ; and for this purpofe took me with two more
of the Ihip's company, to attend him.

Early the next morning, which was the i ^th of

May, we fet cue, taking with us fome cloth and to*

bacco to trade with, and fait beef and pork for pro-

vifiors -, having engaged three of the inhabitants of

Varanger to attend us, both to fhew us the way, and

to help to carry our goods and provifions to the

next village. We followed them through the woods,

mountains, and valleys without meeting any living

creature, till about four o'clock in the afternoon,

when we perceived t>vo white bears of a prodigious

fize approach ; but tliey foon fled away fp fall, thac

they were prefently out of fight.

As we were defcending a mountain an hour before

night, we perceived at the foot of it a dozi:n houfes

at a confiJcrable diftance from each other, and a little

•

''
bej^^ntl
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beyond them a herd of beafts like (lags, which our

guides told us were rein-deer. On our arrival at the

village, our guides conducted us to a hut, when be-

ino- very weary, we were glad to reft ourfelves, for

we had made a long journey in a very bad way, with

our luggage at our backs, which tired and encum-

bered us. We prefented our hoft with a piece of

roll tobacco, and he received it v/ith extraordinary

joy i alfuring us, he had not had fo valuable a pre-

fent in nine months before : in return he brought out

his brandy bottle, fome rein-deer's flefti drefled with-

out falling, and fome dried filh, which we gave to

our guides, and fupped ourfelves upon the provifions

we had brought with us-, after which we went to

fleep upon bear's flcins, after the fafhion of the

country.

In the morning we aflced our hoft if he had no-

thing to barter with us for cloth and tobacco, to

which he anfvvcred that he had fome wolf, fox, and
white fquirrel ikins, and that his neighbours had

fome of the fame commodities, and would gladly ex-

change with us. We bid him, by our interpreters,

bring out his fkins, and if he had any cloaths made
of rein deer fkins, we would deal with him for four

fuits, which we wanted to keep us warm •, accord-

ing he brought forth his merchandize, which we
bought, and paid him part in tobacco and part in cloth.

We alfo trucked with his neighbours as long as they

had any thing worth buying, and then delired our
hoft to lend us fome rein-deer to carry us further up
the country, to which he readily confented-, and tak-

ing down a horn that hung up in his cottage, went
out and blew it, upon which fourteen or fifceen of
thofe animals came running toward the hut, fix of
whom he immediately yoked to fix fledges. In one
of them we put our merchandize and provifions, an-

other we afligned to one of our guides, who under-
ftood the language of the Mulcovite Laplanders".

-^.i..» 4 ' and
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and that of the Kilops, difmilTing the two other in-

habitants of Varanger, after having firft paid them in

tobacco for their trouble. We then put on our Lap-
land cloaths, and each of us lying down in his

fledge, was covered with a bear's flcin. At the back
of the fledge were two girths made of rein-deer's

ikin leather, in which we thrufl: our arms up to the

flioulders to keep ourfelves Heady, and we had each

a flick with a flrons ferrel to it to fupport the fledge,

if it fliould be in danger of overturning againft the

flumps of trees, or Hones lying in the way. We
were no fooner ready to fet out, than our hoft mut-
tered fome words in the ear of the rein-deer i and

when I afterward enquired of our guide what he

meant by it, he gravely replied with the utmoft flm-

plicity, that it was to tell them whither they fliould

carry us. However, cuftom had made this mutter-

ing fo familiar to them, that when our hoft had gone

to all the fix, they fet oflf with an amazing fwiftnefs,

and continued their pace over hills and dales without

keeping any beaten path, till feven o'clock in the

evening •, when they brought us up to a Ijlrge village

fltuated between two mountains, on the borders of a

great lake. Stopping at the fourth houfe in the

place, and beating the ground with their feet, the

matter of the houle came with fome of his fervants

. to take us out of the fledgf s, and unharnefs our cattle

:

one of them brought out fome brandy, of which he

gave each of us a brimmer •, our guide having inform-

ed him» that we were frightened at being drawn fo

fwiftly by thefe animals, not being ufed to that way
ol travelling.

The rein-deer is of the colour of the flag, and is

not much bigger. The horns of this animal are

fomewhat higher than thofe of the flag, but more
crooked^ hairy, and not fo well furniflied with

branches. They have cloven feet like theirs^ but they

are as big 9s th« hQof& of oxene Of the milk of the

'.::: $ ^- . fJemales

Ki>

^*-
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females tlie Laphnders make good butter and

chcefe.

When we got out of our (ledges, our hod conducl-

cd us into his hJt, which, like the bell of the cot-

tages in the place, was very little, low, and covered

with the bark ot frees, the light entering into it at a

hole in the tup. We {livc our hod a piece of our roll

tobacco about cwo inches long, with which he was

highly pleafed, and in the moll hearty manner re-

turned us his thanks. We alfo gave a piece not quite

in long to each of the inhabitants of the place to

make them our friends, and the better to fe^ure our-

felves againft their attempts ; for they feemed more
uncivilized than thole we lad dealt with. After flip-

per we lay down on bear fldns, to take our reil, hav-

ing firft exchanged with our hoft, our Lapland ha-

bits, for thole that v/ere longer j and a parcel of

tobacco, for the fkins of one hundred grey fquirrel?,

a furr much efteemed In Denmark and other parts of

Europe.

The next day our hofv, at our defire, provided U3

with fledges to go farther intv) the country, and the

other inhabitants of the village came to fee us depart-,

bringing brandy with them to drink to us at our tak-

ing leave of them : wiien our hoft having performed

the fame ceremony of muttering in the ears, of the fix

rein-deer, they fet off, and we were drawn with the

fame fwiftnefs as before. We came to no place that

was inhabited till about three in the afternoon, when
we arrived at a village, in which were eight cottages

built on a high mount.nn by a wood fide; v^hcre our

cattle flopped, by which we guefled that there were
fome inhabitants : but finding that nobody came to

us, we baited our rein-deer with mofs, which grev/

there very plentifully, and refrefhed ourfelves v/ith

fait beef and bifcuit •, while our interpreter regaled

himfelf upon fome rein-deer venifon and dried fifli,

all of us making merry with the brandy we had given
lis in the lall viilaee. .

Vol. IV. • C We
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':• Wc (laid in this place near an hour, and this be-

ing the ufual llage, the rein-deer had no inclination

lo quit it; in order to induce them to move, our
guide ufed many ridiculous and fuperftitious cere-

monies. He went alone into the wood, and coming
out again, muttered fome words in the ears of thefe

animals, which, whether they underftood or not, had

but little effed on them, till he had played this farce

over four or five times, when they began to proceed,

though not fo fwiftly as before. We then aflced him
why we faw nobody in the village-, to which he re-

plied, that it was a very common thing in that

country, thefe dwellings belonging to the Kilops, a

nation of Laplanders who often change their habita-

tions, fly from (Irangers, and fubfift only upon what
they get by hunting. We now defcended the moun-
tain, and about nine o'clock difcovered four Kilops

at a fmall diftance, returning from hunting in fledges

drawn by rein-deer, but they turned afide, and took

another way to avoid us. In lefs than half an hour

after we entered a long wood, in which we heard

terrible bowlings, but faw no beafl: of prey. W^hen
we had pafled the wood we had another mountain to

defcend, at the bottom of which we obferved a vil-

lage. Thither our cattle carried us, and fl:opping,

beat their feet before a cottage, at which the mafl:er

made his appearance, and we having follicited his

friendfliip with a piece of tobacco, he made us wel--

come : we fupped on our provifion, and then laid

down to refl: on our bear fldns, being fufficiently tired

with our journey.

The next morning we aflced the interpreter how
many leagues we had travelled the preceding day, to

which he replied, at leafl: forty •, but he mult certain-

ly have been mifl:aken, or elfe the leagues mufl: not

be fo long as they are generally calculatc(}, for forty

of their leagues make one hundred and fixty of thole

of France, each Lapland leag^ue being as long as

a German, Our guide alfo informed us, that we
were
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^ere in Mufcovite Lapland ; and we bid him aflc the

inhabitants of the viUage, whom we had prefented T

vrith tobacco, and been treated by them with braildy^

whether they had any commodities to exchange with

Us for tobacco arid cloth. We had fome rolls of the

fbrmier left;, and moft of our bales of the latter. The
Laplartders replied, that they had fome furrs, and on

bur deliring to fee them, brought us white, black

and grey fox fkins, grey iquirrels and fables. Thefe

were what we wanted ; we therefore foon agreed with

theni, arid paid them in cloth and tobacco. When
we had finilhed oiir biifinef^, we fat down to drink

with them, and though they were not quite fo brutal

as fome other of the Laplanders^ their converfatioil

was iextremely riide arid indecent. It now grew late,,

and wi^ defigriing to proceed yet farther to difpofe of
the few rolls of tobacco we had left, defired our holt

fo furnifh us with fledges arid frefh rein-deer.

He harnefled and prepared as mariy fledges as we had

occafioh for, upon which we departed at one o'clock,

and rari with our forriier fpeed, through different and
unbeaten waftes, till paft fix, without meeting with

one habitation j when defcending a hill, w6 obferved

two huts under a rbck a little out of the way. Our
guide told us, that they belonged to two Kilops, who
no fooner faw iis, than they fled with their wives and
families. We travelled two hours longer, but came
to no houfe, till we at laft difcovered a large village

at the foot of a hill by a river fide, where we arrived

^t eleven o'clock at night, and went to a cottage in

the middle Of the place, whither our cattle were

(^leafed to cOndud us. The mafler of the houfe gave
us a very kind reception, made us a fire in the mid-
dle of his hut, and treated us with brandy, dried fifli^

arid faked veriifori, with fait butter and milk. We
Svere furprifed at this change, for we had not before

riiet with any fait provifions in our journey ; we had
already dat up our bread, and fliould have been ver/
inueh put to it had we not met with fuch good enter-

C i tainmerit
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tainment here. Our guide, however, would not tafte

a bit of fait meat, and was therefore obliged to live

on the frelli venifon he brought with him. In the

morning we found they had nothing to trade with,

and that they could not fupply us with fledges : upon
which we crofled the river, and foon reaching another

village, went to the molt likely houfe, to hire Hedges

and rein-deer, to carry us to Kola, where having fur-

nifhed curfelves, we arrived there about noon. Kola
is a large town fituated on the fide of a river near

ten leagues from the North Sea, having large forefts

and deferts to the eaft, Mourmanflceimore to the

wefl:, and prodigious high mountains co the fouth.

It confifts of one indifferent ftreet, the houfes of
which are built of wood, and very low ; but are

handfomely covered with fifh-bones on the top, where
the light enters at a hole, as in other parts of Lap-
land. The inhabitants, like the other Mufcovites,

are fo jealous of their wives., that they lock them up
to prevent their being feen by llrangers. Our land-

lord took all our cloth offour hands, giving us fl^ins in

exchange ; and engaging to fupply us with provifions

for our journey both to Varanger, and to help us to

fledges as far as the river we had lately pafled. He
treated us as well as he was able, and we fupped and
flept as we had done in other places.

The next morning when we were preparing to de-

part, fome of the town*s people enquired v/hether we
had any rolls of tobacco left, and whether we would
exchange them for flcins. We replied, with all our

hearts. Upon which they fetched fome, for which
we gave them the remainder of our cargo of to-

bacco, except feven or eight rolls, which we referved

for our own ufe, and to pay for the hire of our rein-

deer and fledges in our way back. For tobacco is

more neceffary than money to thofe who travel in this

wild and unfrequented country -, the Laplanders va-

luing a piece of tobacco of the length of one's finger,

at above a crown piece. The kings of Denmark
'-- •^-

.
'

^': and
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and Sweden have taxed it feverely, and there are

colle61:ors fettled in every frontier town to gather the

impofts upon it.

When we had difpatched our bufiners, we were

obliged, according to the cuftom of the place, to

drink with our chapmen. Our entertainment every-

where was brandy, and it lafted till two in the after-

noon, when we defired our hoft to get the fledges

ready, which he did in a minute, packed up our

furrs for us, furniflied us with bifcuit, gingerbread,

and faked rein-deer venifpn, befide a rundlet of bran-

dy. Every thing being thus ready, we ftored our

merchandize in one of the fledges, got into the others

ourfelves, drank a full glafs at parting with our friends

ly chapmen, and let out on our return for the village

on the other fide of the river, which we had paflTed

the day before.
^

We arrived at the firft village by feven o'clock,

foon croflTed the river, and went diredly to our old

quarters, where our landlord, in hopes of getting

more tobacco, received us very joyfully. He im-

mediately prefented us a cup of brandy, and aflced

us if we would have the rein-deer put to the fledges

;

to which we replied, that we chofe to refi: ourfelves

till morning, there being no village for feveral leagues

from his habitation. Upon this he filled us anothesr

cup, and when we had drank it, offered to take us

with him to the fur .^ral of one of his neighbours who
had been dead about four hours.

We were glad of this opportunity of feeing their

funeral ceremonies, and therefore accompanied him
to the houfe of the deceafed, when we faw the corpfe

taken from the bears fliins on which it lay, and re-

moved into a wooden coffin, by fix of his mofl:

intimate friends; the body being firft: wrapped in

linen, and the face and hands only left bare. In
one hand they put a purfe with money in it, to pay
the fee of the porter of the gate of paradife, and in

the other a certificate, figncd by a priefl:, direAed to

C 3 . St.
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St. Peter, to certify that he was a good chriftian, ancj

ought to be admitted into heaven : and at the hea4

of the coffin was placed a pifture of St. Nicholas,

who was one of the feven deacons mentioned in the

A«5ls of the Apoftles, a faint greatly reverenced in all

parts of Mufcovy, where he is fuppofed to be a par^

ticular friend of the dead. They alfo put into the

coffin a rundlet of brandy, fome dried filh, and rein-

deer venifon for him to eat and drink on the road.

They then lighted fome fir-tree roots, piled up at a

convenient diftance from the coffin, wept, howled,

and made a variety of ftrange geftures, affiiming a

thoufand different attitudes to Ihew the extravagan-

cies of their forrow. When this noife and thefe gefti-

culations were over, they marched round the corpfe

feveral times in proceflion, afking the deceafed,

why he died ? whether he was angry with his

wife ? whether he ftood in need of meat, drink or

cloaths ? if he had not fucceeded when fifhing, or

had loft his game when hunting .* they then refumed

their howling, and itamped with all the figns of

diftraflion. One of the priefts who aflifted at the

folemnity frequently fprinkled holy water upon the

corpfe, as alfo did the mourners. Being now almoft

deafened with noife, and wearied with looking on
thefe barbarous rites, we left our landlord behind us,

^nd returned to his cottage, where we found his wife

at home. She had made a fally from the place in

which her hufband had confined her, on our arrival,

^nd no fooner faw us, than fuppofing he was in our

company, would have retired to her corner j but our

interpreter letting her know that the good man was
^t the funeral, and would not return for fome time,

Ihe ftaid and viewed us all round, one after another,

^rew hpr feat near us, and fhewed us a bonnet of her

pwn embroidering, very curioufly performed with^

finibl thread. The wives of the Mufcovite Laplan-

(3ers make cloaths for themfclves, their hufbands, and
their children, and ^t the edges they are all em-
tfpider^d with t|iat thread. She was pretty hand-r

fome,
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fome, well fhaped, and appeared to be good humoured,

and well pleafed with us. While our hod was bufied

about the funeral, we pulled out fome of our provi-

fions, and gave our landlady fome of every fort to

tafte. She liked them all, efpecially the ginger-

bread-, but having drank two or three glaflcs of

brandy, withdrew to her place of confinement, for

fear of her hufband's return ; for he would have

certainly refented her having taken fuch liberty,

which would have raifed his jealoufy, had he found

her among us. When he came home, he obliged

us to take a cup or two more, to fmoke a pipe, and

to fup with him ; for he brought fuch provifions as

he thought would be moft grateful to our palates,

particularly fait butter, which we eat with bread.

All the cottages in this village were, like thofe we
had obferved in other places, built of wood and

covered with turf, but they were handfomer than any

we had yet feen, being both within and without

adorned with filh bones, curioufly inlaid. We, ac-

cording to cuftom, laid down with the family on
bears fkins, our landlady alone being oljliged to con*

ceal herfelf till we were gone.

Early the next morning our hoft got ready our

rein-deer and fledges, when having ftowed our bales,

our cattle fet off, and in two hours carried us fix

leagues. As we were pafling between two hills, we
faw a Laplander going a hunting, who came up to

us Ikating on the fnow, as faft as we rode in our
fledges, for the fnow feldom melts there till midfum-
mer. His flcates, which were made of the bark of
a tree, were fevcn feet and a half long, four fingers

broad, and flat at the bottom. He was dreflfed like

the other Laplanders, in a garment made of the flcin

of a rein-deer, had an arrow in one hand, a bow in

the other, and a large quiver hjinging at his back,
and was followed by a black cat. He kept company
with us about half a league, and we parted at the

foot of the next mountain.

C 4 We
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We continued our rout three days, (topping at the

fame places where we lay before, and meeting with

nothing extraordinary, our entertainment, our way
of travelling, and eveiy thing elfe being the fame as

before : and on the 2 1 ft of May, about nine o'clock

at night, we arrived fafe at Varanger, having every

where been received with great civility, and luftering

no injury in our whole journey.

[All that country which lies above the gulph of
Bothnia along the coaft of the North Sea, even to

tiie White Sea, and is fomewhat in the fliape of a

horfe-flioe, is known by the general name of Lap-
land,; it lies between 6g^ and 72^ north latitude. It

is divided into Daniili, Swedifh, and Mufcovite ; of
which, on account of the extreme coldnefs of the cli-

mate, the Swedidi Lapland is the only one that is

tolerably peopled. This latter is bounded on the

north by the Danifh Lapland, on the eaft by Mufco-
vite Lapland, on the fouth eaft and fouth, by Both-

nia, Angermania, and Jempterland ; and on the weft„

it is parted from Norway by a ridge of mountains

called the Dofrine mountains.

, Lapland lies fo near the pole,, that the fun does not

fet in fummer, nor rife in winter : in the latter feafon

the cold is fo intenfe, that none but the natives can

endure it ; and the rapid rivers are then frozen up :

in fummer the heat is as fultry. This country is full

cf rocks and mountains -, thofe called the Dofrine

mountains are of a frightful height, and the prodi-

gious winds that blow there prevent all trees from
taking root : at the foot of thefc mountains are large

marfhes and vaft forefts ; and at the bottoms of the

hills are charming vallies, watered with an infinite

',number of fprings and brooks, which run into the

rivers and lakes, and from thence into the Bothnie

gulph.]
^ ^ '

From obferving the manners and diipoiitions of the

Laplanders, I am enabled to affirm, that notv/ith-^

ftanding
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(landing their ignorance and faperftition, they are

remarkable for tkeir honefty, and are unacquainted

with theft or fraud. They throw the dart with fuch

dexterity, as eafily to hit a mark of the fize of a

crown piece, at the diftance of thirty paces •, and are

fo expert in the ufe of the bow and arrow, that they

can fhoot their game in what part they pleafe, and

vet are fo averfe to war, that whenever the king of

Denmark or Sweden, or the czar of Mufcovy, have

occafion for foldiers, they leave their dwellings and

fly to the woods, for fear of being preffed into the

fervice.

They have plenty of fowl, which they feed with

tlie grain of which they make their drink, and when

that is fcarce, give them dried fifli. Moft of the

beafts of Lapland are white, as the wolves, bears,

foxes, and hares-, even their crows may be compar-

ed to the fwan for whitenefs, and have nothing black

about them but their bills and feet. The fifh, which

when dried, ferves them for bread, is called rafi^, and

is firm, fubftantial, and excepting the fat, has a very

good tafte. They have plenty of other forts of fifh

;

and though they have an antipathy to fait, yet they

boil all their meat in fait water, if they are near

enough to the fea to get it conveniently.

Within two or three days after our return to Va-
ranger, the captain had repaired the Ihip, and taken

in his lading and ballaft -, in the mean time our crew

treated the inhabitants with brandy and tobacco, to

keep them in good humour ; for fear left if they

were not bribed to be our friends, they ftiould, in

revenge, plague us with contrary winds. We fet

fail from Varanger on the 26th of May, with a gale

ks much in our favour as we could poflibly defire,

which the failors ignorantly attributed to the friend-

ftiip of the Laplanders : but this breeze foon ftiift-

ing, we were obliged to caft anchor under the fhore

oppofite the ifland of Wardhuys. The next day the

wind fettling, we proceeded again to fea, and held

I our
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our coiirfe north north eaft. On the 31ft day of
May, we faw the mountains of Greenland, at which
time a north wind blew with fuch violence, that we
could not keep to fea, and were obliged to fteer to

the eaft foiith-eaft, in order to make the fhore, that

we might be flickered from the weath'jr. We conti-

nued our courfe for feveral days, and at length call

anchor in a good harbour on the coaft of Borandia.

We had fcarce entered this harbour, before we
efpied two fliips that were at anchor about a muflcet-

jfhot from us, which we found were the two fliips in

our company that had been leparated from us in the

ftorm that drove us into Varanger. But though we
wilhed for an opportunity of fending our long- boat to

them, to learn the particulars of their efcape, the

wind blew lb ftifF, that we durit not attempt it till

twenty-four hours after. They were no lefs impatient

to know how we efcaped, and as foon as the wind
fiackened, a boat came off from each of them on
board us, when we embraced each other with extra-

ordinary joy and affedtion, as people who had found
friends whom they thought buried in the deep. A
council being held, it was refolveid, that a captain, a

fupercargo, two accountants, who undlerfl;ood both

the language of the north and the Ruflian, with

twenty feamen, and myfelf, well armed, fliould land,

and take with us feveral days provifions, and fome
goods for traffic.

Purfuant to this refolution, two long-boats were
got ready, and having landed, we afcended a hill, to

fee if we could difcover my habitations ; but per-

ceiving none, we marched to a neighbouring moun-
tain at half a league's diftance, where we obferved

five or fix perfons among fome buflies of thorns and
briars, who came toward us, till they perceived us

advancing •, and then turned their back and fled away
fo faft, that we loft fight of them in an inftant.

However, imagining that their track would lead us

to fome village, we followed it, and after a march of

i . two
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two hours, as we dcfccndcd a mountain, we obferved

fome huts in a valley below ; and advancing toward

them, perceived thirty or forty men armed with

darts and arrows, prepared to give us battle ; for fee-

ing fo ftrong a body of us, they took us for ene-

mies. We halted for fome time, in order to confult

whether we Ihould retreat to our (hips or attack them-,

when one of our accountants o(Fered to go to them

by himfelf, and to let them know that we were friends

and merchants, who were come with a view of trading

with them, if they had any thing to exchange with

us.

This propofal being approved, he approached

them, carrying two rolls of tobacco, and a fmall

keg of brandy. When he carne within hearing, one

of them, who feemed to be their chief, called to him

jn the Mufcovite language, a(king who we were, and

what we would have*, and on being anfwered thatwe
were merchants come to trade with them, they feem-

ed fatisfied, and made figns to him to come nearer,

when giving us the fame fignal, we, to our mutual

fatisfadtion, joined companies.

On our coming up to them, I was furprized to fee

them much (hotter than the Laplanders, their eyes

are fmall like ferrets, and what is ufually called the

white, is of a reddi(h yellow ; their heads are large,

their faces flat and broad, with flat nofes, and fwarthy

complexions ; and their legs are (hort and thick.

The Borandian women are not at all handfomer than

the men -, they drels like them, and al(b, like them,

fpend the time in fifhing and hunting. Their cloaths

are a cap, a jacket that reaches down to their

knees, a ftrait pair of breeches, and (lockings, all

made of white bears fldn, with the hairy (ide out-

ward •, but their (hoes are made of the bark of a

tree. They roaft all the meat they obtain by hunt-

ing, eat it without fait, and ufe (i(h indead of bread.

Their common drink is water, in which juniper-

berries are fteeped till they rot, which gives the wa-

|cf an agreeable tafte, at leaft in a cpuntry where

nothiog
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nothing better is to be had. Their huts are low anJ
oval, covered with fidi bon^is, and have no light, but
v/hat comes in at the door, which relembles the

mouth of an oven. TJiey drink immoderately when
they can get brandy, and the moft acceptable pre-

lent that can be made them, is either lome of that

liquor or tobacco : but they feem to have little or

no notion of religion.

They foon purchafcd all the brandy and tobacco

we had brought ailiorc with us, for fox ikins, wolves

fkins, and a fev/ ecniines. When finding that they

had a great quantity remaining, we perfuaded theni

to take them to the beach, to which they readily

agreed, and having carried them to the fliore, flood

admiring our fliips. We then made a fignal for the

boats to be fent off to fetch our chapmen, upon
which each.fliip fcnt twoj in one of v/hich went the

fiipercargo, tlie accountant who treated with the Bo-
randians, and myfelf, with feveral of the Borandians ;

while others ftaid on the fea-fhore. On our going on
board, the captain being informed of their fondnefs

for brandy and tobacco, filled out a brimmer for each

cf them, and alfo made a prefent to each of a bit of

roll tobacco of about an inch long, at which they

.were tranfported with joy.

Having purchafcd all the furrs they brought with

them, we afked if there was any conveniency for tra-

velling in order to trade with the inhabitants-, to

which they anfwered in the affirmative, but that we
mufl expeft nothing but furrs. This we let them
know was the commodity we wanted, and they af-

fured us that we might have what we would of that

kind, for tobacco, brandy and money, and if we
pleafed, might trade as far as Siberia, whither they^

would condutl us. We accordingly agreed with them
to be our guides thither and back again, and to fur-

niQi us with what conveniences the country afforded

in our journey, for two rolls of tobacco, and two
quarts of brandy

;
promifmg them farther rewards,

. . -., ..n., -: ia
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in cafe the trade turned to account, and ' hey com i-

butcd to it by their afliftance. The bargain bein^?

concluded, our captain gave them another brimmer

of brandy, and fent them afhore to prepare what was

proper for our journey. They foon got every thing

ready, and made fuch a report of our kindnefs to

them, while they were on board, that their country-

men exprefled great friendlhip for us ; and two boats

were fent afliore with our fupercargo to purchafe for

us. They were, however, at firft unwilling to come

aboard our Ihips -, but we foon became better ac-

quainted, and thL7 came freely whenever they had aa

opportunity. We bought their furrs, treated them

with brandy, and, in return, they invited us to their

habitations.

In feven or eight hours we had provided every

thing ready for our journey, and our two Borandian

o-uides had brought fix fledges drawn by fix rein -deer .

to the water fide, which were all that were to be had'

in thofe parts. The rein-deer, however, being krger

than thofe of Lapland, were able to draw two men,

and the Borandian fledges were contrived to hold

them. The captain now called a council of all the

officers, and it was agreed that our fupercargo, the

two accountants, who could fpeak the Riifflan lan-

guage, myfelf, and a feaman out of each fliip, fliould

go with the two Borandians. One of the fledges we
loaded with tobacco, brandy, gold, filver, and copper,

to the value of three or four thoufancfpounds: our
fupercargo and myfelf rode together in another of

thefe fledges ; one accountant and a Borandian, in a

third; the other accountant and the other Borandian,

in the fourth ; two feamen in the fifth ; and the other

feaman in the fixth : and as he rode by hiaifclf, we
flowed fome barrels of brandy and tobacco in his

fledge. We fat one at one end of the fledjre, and
the other at the other, facing each other. The rein-

deer in eight hours time drew us twenty leagues over

hills and dales, and through fevcral woods ; yet in all

this
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this great extent of country we met nobody in oiii*

way. We then (topped at a village^ and baited GUI'

rein-deer with mofs, while we ourlelves ate fortie bif-

cuit and beef, and ourBorandians refrefhed themfelvM
with dried Bfh dipped in fifh oil; for they would not <

couch our fait meat, and did not like our bifcuit.

Both they and we drank at a neighbouring fpring,

and then cheated ourfelves with a glafs of braridy;

Being thus refrelhed, we again mounted our fledges,

and travelled three hours longer; when we perceived

a large village at the foot of a mountain, the huts of

which were better built, and clofer together thart

thofe of Lapland, thither we haftened to take up our

lodging. We met with the fame reception ftom our

landlords as in Lapland, and gratified them with a

piece of roll tobacco and a cup of brandy; out

guides took care of our rein-deer, and we laid down
to reft on bears fkins.

I diftinguifhed one part of the day from the others

by day and night, though there was really no night at

all ; but having flept fix or feven hours we arofe, iti

order to trade with the inhabitants of the village, who
being informed of our bufinefs by our guides, foon

produced Ibme fkins : but they were neither fo fond

of tobacco nor brandy as the Laplanders or the Bo-
randiahs dwelling on the coafl. Hunting is their

only diverfion and employment. In the fummer^

they eat their meat either boiled or broiled on the

eoals, and during that feafon provide enough to ferVei

them in winter, preferving it by drying it in the fun,

cutting it in pieces, and fpreading it on the tops of
the houfes, which is the only drefling they bellow

upon it. They change their dwellings like the Ki-

lops, are extremely llupid, and have very difagree-

able features. The only difference obfervablc be-

tween the women, who are dexterous hunters, and
the men, is that their hair is twifted, and hangs

clown on their Ihoulders, and their carrying only a

ilick in their hand, which is fharp at one end, and
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being of a tough wood, ferves them for a defenfivc

m

'o
The menweapon. 1 ne men carry at their baclcs a quiver,

and the firings of their bows are made of the rind of

a tree.

We bought the furrs the inhabitants had to fell,

for money, and copper; ordered our rein-deer to

be put to the fledges •, mounted them, and having

each of us drank a glafs of brandy, proceeded on

our journey. We now rode eight or nine hours be-

fore we came to any habitation j but at laft our

guides perceiving three or four huts, turned our rein-

deer up to them; but finding nobody there, wc
regaled ourfclves on our own provifions, while our

cattle fed on the mofs which grew there in abun-

dance, and having refrefhed ourlelves and our bealls

for three hours, proceeded on our journey.

We were now fifteen hours without feeing any

human creature, or fo much as a hut, when we over-

took three hunters at the foot of a hill, one of whom
was drefled after the Mufcovite falhion in a long

robe, tied round his waift with a girdle four inches

broad. It was made of a white bear*s ikin, with the

hair outward, and edged with a fine black. His
cap was made of a black fox's flcin, and his breeches

and ftockings of the flcin of a rein-deer ; his flioes

were made of fifti flcin, and were not unlike thofc

worn at Varanger. The two other perfons were

drefled like us, in white bear flcins with the hair

outwards, ar^' carried at their backs bear fkins,

wolve flcins, white fox flcins, fome ermines, and very-

fine fables. The former carried only twi;lve white

crows, and feven fables, which hung at his girdle.

On our coming near them, one of our guides ftopt

to talk with them, and to our great furprize got out
of the fledge, and the other went into it. Neither

the fupercargo who rode with me, nor I, could tell

how to account for this complailancc. We how-
ever purfued our journey, with the hunter in our
company, for above an hour longer through this

defolacc
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defolate country, without meeting any other peribn,

or the lead fign of an habitation : but at lad drawing

near the brow of a high mountain, we perceived at

the foot of it feveral houses built clofe together,

and had a diftant view of the fea. When we arrived

at the village, we flopped at the door of the perfon

who had taken our guide's place, and foon found

that he was a man of authority, and he defired the

inhabitants to ferve us as his friends.

The name of this village is Vitzora. The inhabi-

tants no fooner faw this perfon in our company,

than they ran to help us out of the fledges, and to

unharnefs our rein -deer. He bartered all his flcins

with us for brandy and tobacco, except his bear

fivins, which we did not chufe to buy, and his

fables, which he durft not fell : for the czar referving

that commodity for himfelf, thofe in any part of his

dominions who fell it without a licence from him
are feverely punilhed.

Having dealt with the Borandian gentleman for

all the furrs he had to fell, he fent two of his fer-

vants about the village to tell the inhabitants, that

if they would bring their flcins to his houfe, they

might have brandy and tobacco for them, as their

mafter had already had for his. The Borandians

of Vitzora were glad to hear of fo good a market

)

they immediately brought us all their furrs, and we
bought in this place above 1 500 flcins of all forts, ex-

cepting fables i wlica our cargo becoming too bulky

to be carried in a fledge, we defired our landlord

to do ur; the favour to lend us his bark, and fome

of his fcrvants to go in it with one of our feamen,

who was a good failor, to carry the furrs aboard our

lliip, which lay at above 100 leagues diftance : for

the fLiilor and the Borandian fervants who were ufed

to the coafts might eafily manage that fmall veflrl

and convey our merchandize to our companions. He
readily agreed to this requefl:, and we paid him for

the ufe of his bark in tobacco and brandy.

This

4
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This bark was built in the form of a gondola^ it

beirlg broad in the middle and fliarp at each end.

It \^as entirely of wood, joined with pegs, withouc

fo much as a nail in it, or the leall bit of iron. When
they were about to put to fea, he privately fhewed

VIS thirty pair of fable fkins, which we bought witli

ready money, flipt them on board,- and the velTel put

off immediately. This, however, was running a

dangerous rifk, for had there been any fearchers at

hand, he would not only have been corporally pu-

nilhed, but alfo he and his whole family fent as flaves

into Siberia.

The bark being out of fight, our fupercargo and
accountants fat down to drink with the Borandian gen-

tleman, while the two feanlen and I walked out to

take a view of the place, the fituation of which waa

very pleafant, having two mountains orte each fide

of it, almofl: a league in height. All the houfea

were built and artfully covered with fifli bones, and
the crannies every where flopped up with mofs, as

clofe as the caulking of a fliip, and in fome places

that were mod expofed to the wind, were covered

with turf very neatly laid. The doors, like thofe

we had feen in other parts of the country, were

built like the mouths of Ovens, and at the top of
the houfcrj were a kind of lattices to admit the light.

The inhabitants were very fliort, and fwarthy, with

flat nofes and difagreeable perfons. All the women
and children appeared indufl:rious, for we found
them bufily employed; fome making fiftiing nets of

the rind of trees, others fails, which looked like fine

mats, with needles formed of filh bones. Others were
employed with knives, and others again with hatchets,

in different kinds of bufinefs. .

As we had not yet difpofed of half our commo-
dities, arid were in a country abounding with furrs.

We, it our return to our lodgings, confultcd with
our fupercargo and accountants-, when it was agreed,

that as ourcommifllpn for traffic and difcovery was very

Vol. IV. p extenfive,
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cxtenfive, we would proceed as long as we found' the

trade good, and our calh, brandy, and tobacco held

out. Having taken this refolution, we fent our

guides back with three rein- deer and fledges, and
with letters to our captains to inform them of our

luccefs and refolution •, and then, by the afliftance of

our hoft at Vitzora, hired a bark to carry us to Pet-

lora, the capital of a principality of th? iame name»
on the north coaft of the Mufcovite fea : our land^

lord was fo kind as to embark with us, and by the

help of an eafterly wind, we coafted along the fhore^

and in fifteen hours reached Petzora.

On our arrival at Petzora, we waited upon the

Golleftor of the cuftoms, who there affumes the title,

of governor, and lives at the caftle. He was drefled

after the manner of his country, in a K)be of violet

coloured cloth, with a mixture of red, and entertain-

ed us with fome excellent metheglin, which was as

racy as fackj after which we had brandy and ginger-

bread, the common collation all over Mufcovy. As
we knew that he had the care of the czar's fables, we
afked him to fell us fome, and on his defiring to
know how many we wanted, we told him we would
take all he had, if he would let us have them a pen-

nyworth. Upon this he eondufted us to the ware-

houfe, where there were five zimmers, each zimmer
being fifty pair, among which there were two zim-

mers as black as jet, and the finefl: I ever faw, for

which we paid him five hundred ducats, and the

other three zimmers were purchafed for eight hun-

dred crowns or four hundred ducats. Having paid

him his money, he gave us a noble entertain-

ment of roafted wild fowl, young rein-deer veni-

Ibn, whicii is very good meat, and frelh filh

;

two boats having at our firfl: arrival been ordered

out to- catch fome for our entertainment. Af-
ter this meal, we fat eight hours drinking brandy

and metheglin, the fumes of which would much
foontr have got into my head, had I not every now
and then eat a Mufcovitci. bifojitj^, which is moft ex-

cellent
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cellent bread. At length, however, becoming in-

toxicated, the governor and his guefts all laid down

bn white bear (kins, for he had no beds ; when having

flept fix or feven hours, we arofe, and the governor

immediately prefented Us with a bumper of brandy.

After breakfaft being defirous of going through

the town, in order to try* whether we could c.;rry on

any trade with the inhabitants, the governor ordered

one of his officers to accompany lis, and we foon

bought of feveral people 2000 grey fquirrels, 4 do-

feeri of ermines, 500 fox fkins, the greateft part of

which were as white as fnow, 120 white wolf fldns,

and 200 martfens of a greyifli colour : all which we
purchafed for 400 ducats; half of which we obliged

them to take in copper nioney, becaufe it incumber-

ed us, arid the other half in gold and filver. We then

i-eturned to the caftle, whither we fent our merchan-

dize, and there packed It up in bales, covered with

the fame fort of ftufF as the fails of the bark. Hav-
ing thus taken care of our goods, it was refolved

that one of our accountants fhould return with them
to the fKips, for which purpofe \^e defired the gover-

nor to furnifli us with a bark, to which he agreed.

We alfo hired three Borandians to affift the account-

ant in his voyage, the governor palTing his word for

them, that they fhould be trufty.

This vefTcl having fet fail, we fell to drinking

again, when the quantity drank by the gentlemen of
Vitzora was quite furprifing-, but having continued

drinking four hours together, we compofed ourfelves

to reft on bears fkins, as before.

The next morning our fupercargo defired the go^'

vernor to let us have fome rein-deer to carry us

into Siberia, which he furnifhed us with. He alfo

•fupplied us with provifions, that were to laft till our
arrival at Papinowgorod, a city in the province of
Petzora, on the borders of Siberia -, but he v/ould

not let us go without our drinking five or fix glaffcs

at parting.

D 2 Having*JVU
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Having returned our hearty thanks to the gover-

nor and the gentleman of Vitzora, for their many
civilities, we got into our fledgcsj and travelled fous

hours through intricate unbeaten ways, without fee-

ing any living creature j till at laft we met four white

bears of an enormous fize, which croffed our way,

and feeing vis fled into a wood. In about two hours

after we arrived at a village, confifting of feven or

eight cottages •, but the inhabitants being all gone to

hunt, w" alighted to refrelh ourfelves on the provi-

fions we had brought with us. In the mean time,

j&ve or fix men with their wives and children returned

from hunting, having fkins with them. They were

furprized to fee us there, and v/ould have fled, had
not the governor of Petzora's fervant afliired them
that we were friends and merchants bound for Papi-

jiowgorod; when coming up to us,, they viewed us

narrowly, being amazed at f^^eing fo many ftrangers

in fo' unfrequented a place. However^ by the affift-

arice of our interpreter, we bought all the fkins they

dared to fell us, and they lent us rein-deer and fledges

to carry us to the mouth of the river Papinowgorod.

We now left the river Petzora, the coaft of which
we had followed fome time, and proceeded toward

that of Papinowgorod, through almoft impafllable

ways, over high mountains, and through woods and
foretts for three hours : but at length, on our ap-

proaching a thick wood, we obferved five men in

white bear*s Ikin long coats, made after the Mufco-
vite fafliion •, each of whom had a gun oti his flioul-

der, a pouch on one fide, and a knife and flieath on
the other. As they made up toward us, our guides

ftopped their rein-deer, when the five men being near

enough to be heard, one of them perceiving that we
were ftrangers, bad us good-morrow in the German
tongue, wifliing that they were as free as we were.

Our llipercargo being a native of Lower Saxony, was
attrafted by the found of his own language, and aflced

him Vvhat countryman he was, when entering into

conver-

if
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oonvcrfation, feveral things were fliarted, hy .which

they .underftood that they had been formerly ac-

quainted. Upon whicji the fupercargo alighted out

of his fledge, embraced him, and aflied how he came
there •, to which he replied, that he had been ba.-

niflied for hunting fables, a very capital offence, for

which fome ,are fent into exile for ten yejirs, fome far

fjx, and fome for three.

While they were difcourfing, I ha^i time to Ipok

at the other four, when I imagined that I had fome
knowlege of one of them, but could not recoUedk

who he was ; and the more J looked at him, the mor^
firmly was I perfuaded that I had feen him before,

and therefore could not forbear getting out of the

fledge to fatisfy my curiofity : but J no fooner/et my
fdot on the ground, than the man who remembered
me, better than I.did him, ran to me and embraced
me, aflcing in French, whence I came, and whei:e I

was going. Finding that I could not recollect,him,
he told me his name, and that he had often dri^nk

with me at Stockholm. Upon this I immediately re-

colleded, that he was a perfon to whom I had !been

very much obliged, and h4d received many civilities

from, in Sweden. He wfas born in Lorrain, was a
gentleman hy birth, and lieutenant-colonel of a re-

giment of Mufcovite horfe. He had endeavoured
to perfuade me .to go with him to Mofcow, by of-

fering to procure me an honourable and profitable
' poft i but I declined accepting his propof^l. When
i compared the fine appearance .he .made at,that time,

the refped with which he was treated, as well on ac-

count ofhiseftate, as .the place he enjoyed, .andiiis

bearing the charadler of a man pfhopQur and bravery

;

with the miferable condition to which I now faw hira

reduced, I could not help being afflided : I embrace'4
him with extraordinary affedtion and tendernefs, and
anting the caufe of his difgrace', he replied, that the
czar fufpefling that he had not been fo zealous in

;ijE;rvice as jie ought to have been, had banifl^d

his

him
tp
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to Siberia for three years, where he endured niiferics

that are not to be exprefled ; he being expofed to the

greateft dangers in hunting wild beads for his fub-

liftance, to the miferies of hunger, and the rigour of

the feafons, which he and his companions were for-?

ced to endure, no body daring to afford them any re-

lief. He added, that they were almoft every day at-

tacked by wild beafts, which they met in herds feek-

ing for prey, and that they frequently found great

difficulty in defending thcmfelves ; that befide, they

were condemned to lupply the czar's officers with a

certain number of fables, under the penalty of being

fcverely lalhed with a whip of leathern thongs, on
their naked backs, till they were covered with blood.

One of the other had been receiver-general of the

czar's revenues in one of the provinces, another had
been a major-general, and the fifth a man of note.

They all joined in deploring their misfortunes, ex-

claimed loudly againft the czar, and declared, that

when once their time of exile was expired, they

would get far enough out of his power.

"We now fat down with them on the mofs, took

out the heft provifions we had, and delired them tq

partake with us ; we even offered them our affiftance

to facilitate their efcape ; but they told us it was im-

prafticable, they being known to all the governors of
the forts, and places through which they and we
muft neceffarily pafs : and in cafe they ftiould be

taken, both they and we fhould be put to a moft

cruel death. This increafed our concern for thefe

unfortunate gentlemen, and we all {bed tears at the

fight of what they fuffered, and the ideas of what
they were ftill to endure. We could not think of
parting immediately with perfons in fuch a difcon-

folate Itate, feme of whom we had known in better

days ; we therefore told them, our trade was not

in fuch hafte as to prevent our fpending a day or two
with men in their unhappy circumftances, whom we
equally loved and efteenncd. They received this pro-

*
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pofal with great joy, told us they had fiveJit;tle huts,

which they had built in the neighbouring wood, and

if we would be fo kind as to go thither with them,

they Ihould be infinitely obliged to us, and all the

fkins they had (hould be at our fervice, except the

fables, which they were forced to referve for the

•czar* they added, that the remembrance of the

happy hours they fhould fpend with us in their fo-

litude, would make many future months glide on
the more fweetly. We therefore ordered our guide

'

to unharnefs their rein deer, and to convey our goods

into the huts the gentlemen had erefted to defend

themfelves from the weather.

We found, on approaching thefe huts, that ne-

ceflity had rendered thefe unhappy men ingenious.

They were built of fir, higher than any we had feen

;n our travels -, there were two or three rooms in each

of them, and lattices to let in the light at the fides.

They were each Ihaded by trees, and fo artfully

paved with fifli- bones, that the floors looked as if

they were inlaid with ivory. To feeu re themfelves

from the wild beads, they had dug a trench round
thefe buildings, and pallifaded the infide with ftrong

pofl:s, -and pieces of wood nailed acrofs them, on the

top of which were fpikes of fifh bones. Thus when
their gate was fliut, they were as fecure as in a fc r-

tified plac. They had within all forts of hup' ng
and fifhing tackle, befide a good (lore of faked rein-

deer venifon, bifcuit, and metheglin.

While the reft of the company fat down to drink-

ing, my friend and I withdrew to his hut to con- ,

verfe together. We entered into difcourfe on his ad-
ventures; he told me, he intended to return home
after his time of exile (hould be expired, and gave
me his diredion in Lorrain. Our canverfation turned
partly on our former acquaintance, and partly on the
wildnefs of the country, and the biirbarity of its in-

jhabitants.

,
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When my friend and I had tired ourfelves witti

talking, we laid down upon bear-fkins, as our comr
panions alio did when wearied with drinking, and

flept found till the next morning.

We arofe early, and at the defirc of the five ba-

jiifhed gentlemen, took each of us a gun, and went
with them into the woods to examine their fnares, tp

fee yrhat prey was caught in thofe they had laid the

night before. We Icilled among us ten or twelve

white foxes, and half a dozen grey martens, but

met with none of the larger game j and as we re-

folved to purfue our journey in the afternoon, we did

not chufe to lofe our time in hunting •, we therefore

i^qon returned to the huts, and both we and our hofts

furnilhing provifions, refrefhed ourfelves as well as

could be cxpeAed in fo wretched a place. After we
had drank plentifully, the gentlemen forced us to

take feven bear fkins, ten white fox (kins, two pair

of ermir^es, and eight wolf fkins, for whjch they

would take no money. However, we with difficulty

prevailed on them to ^ccept fonie brandy, tobacco,

and cloth, which we topk care (hould exceed in va-

lue the commodities they had given us. We wept
reciprocally ^t parting, wilhing them patience to en^

dure their fufferings, and a happy deliverance out of

them i and having mounted our fledges, continued

our travels with the ufual expedition.

Having now proceeded three hours withput meet-

ing with any habitation, we difcovered five or fix

huts together, in which were about a do^en perlbns,

•from \vhom we bought ajl their (kins. We now fol;

lowing the courfe of the river Petzora, frequently

met with fmall villages, in fome of which we found
inhabitants, and in others none -, but whenever w^
met with any body to trade with us, we bought their

jiirrs either with money or brandy.

We now reached a large ridge of mountains, that

are almoft always covered with fnow, and fo barren,

ijLhat neither man nor beaft can live upon them. On

:%'
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both fides of thefe mountains were vaft numbers of

.white bears and wolves, which put us in fear of our

Jives •, we being under continual apprehenfions of

their falling upon us, though perhaps thefe animals

were as much terrified at us as we at them -, for they

fled before us, fome on the one hand and fome on

the other, frightened perhaps at the glittering of our

arms. We were twelve hours in croffing the moun-

tains, over wl^ich our cattle had much ado to draw

us ',
but >ye at laft reached the defcgit, and arrived

'at a village in Siberia, where the j^ople had Jinea

ihirts, dole bulkins, and garments of bear fjdns,

with the hair outward; but they appeared to be

lefs barbarous than thofe with >yhom we had lately

converfed. They received us very civilly, alked

whence we came, and whither we were goiwg : havr

ing refolved their queftioiisi, we bought all their (kins

for ready money, feafted with them on dried bear's

and wolfs flefh, rice- cakes, and brandy-, and then

'flcpt upon bears (kins, in houfes built atter the maiir

nier of the Laplanders. . . , ,

[Siberia comprehends a vaft extent of country, and

with Samojedia, cornpofes the moft northern part of

the Ruffian empire iii Afia as well as in Europe.

It is bounded on the weft by Ruffia, from wjiich i%

is parted by a ridge of mountains, reaching from

mount Caucafus to the Northern Ocean, on the north

by Samojedia, on the caft by the Japanic Ocean, and

part of ^reat Tartary ; and on the fouth by the fam^

Tartary. It extends from 50^ to 68* north latitude •,

and, according to its prefent limits, inay be com-
puted to be about 400 Gerrnan leagues from north

to fouth, and about 900 from eaft to weft ; includ-r

ing all the provinces appertaining to it, which ext

tend themfelves fouth-caft, as far as the river Ar-
gun, which is within a few days journey of the far

mous wall of China.

This country is chiefly inhabited by people of Tar-

fa^ean race, anc} was called Siberia only fince its con-

queft
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qucft by the RufTians, from a Sclavonic word firrnU

tying a prifon. For, on account of its extreme bar-

rennefs and coldnefs, it is made ufe of as fuch for

prilbnc»s of (late, who are baniflied hither either for

iife, or for a term of years, according to thpir crimes,

and tlie pleafurc of the czarr. Here they have a very

fmall or no allowance, fo that they are obliged to

Ihoot fci their living, or ftarve -, and moreover, to

bring weekly a tribute of furs for the czar : and as

thefe furs mui. neither be ftained with blood, nor

have any holes m them, this makes them very dex-

trous in (hooting the animals only in the head, and
with a fingle ball.

This country is moftly covered with impenetrable

wood?, high frozen mountains, lakes, and fenny

grounds ; fo that it is quite barren and thinly inha-

bited, except by thofe who are forced thither from
Mufcovy againll their wills.] " * ' *' •

^- •

i We no fooner awaked than we mounted our fledges,

and fet forward for Papinowgorod, which we reached

in about twenty hours. The governor hearing of

our arrival, fent for us to come to his caftle, to en-

quire into our country and bufinefs. Upon which

we immediately waited on him ; and our accountant,

who underftood the Mufcovite language, anfwered

all his queftions to his fatisfadfb^on. Being informed

that we were Daniih merchants, who travelled fo far

to buy furrs, he treated us in a very friendly man-
ner -, and, as a mark of refpe<5t, fent for his wife tb

entertain us : upon which /he came with a bottle of

brandy in one hand, and a filver cup in the other,

followed by a maid fervant with a plate of singer-

bread. We faluted her according to the cuttom of

the country, by bowing our heads, when untying the

knot of her fhift-fieeve, (he let it fall to the ground,

and the fupercargo taking it up, we each of us kifled

it. She then furled it up again with her left-hand,

and taking the bottle and cup, which flie had fet

jdown to perform this ceremcny, gave each of us a

bumper
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>umpcr of brandy and a piece of ginger bread, {land-

ing all the while near her hufband, at the end of the

:|^able. She then withdrew, and the governor regaled

us with an excellent fuppcr.

This entertainment being ove^, we were conduced

;to lodgings prepared for us, in the caftle ; and, con-

fidering the country, lay in very good beds. Hav-
ing flept about feven hours, we aroie 5 of which the

governour being informed by one of his fervants,

f'

ot up and came to fee us, bringing a bottle of

randy with him, and one of His domeftics having

^another, filled a large cup for a morning's draqght.

fWe each of us dranlc one, and then the governor alk-
*

ing if we would buy his fkins, our fupercargo faid

he would if he liked them, and could agree on the

price. His furrs were extremely well cholen, and
though they we re valued much higher than'any W(?

had met with in all our travels, they were the bell

worth our money. Thefe being bought and paid for,

he ordered one of his men to call fome of the inhabi-

tants who had a quantity to fell ; and while our fu-

percargo was dealing witli the governor and his neigh-

bours, I took a turn about the town.

Papinowgorod is commodioufly fituated in a fmall

plain, in the midft of a fruitful country, furrounded

with high mountains -, and near it runs a hrge river,

well ftocked with fifh. The houfes are low, and
meanly built of wood, with the chinks flopped with

mofs, and the ftreets are paved with timber laid cjofe

together. The people offalhion wear a long cloth

coat, which reaches down to their toes, with very clofe

fleeves of another colour, under which they have
breeches and ftockings of the fame cloth. Their
ihoes, or rather boots, are of blue, red or yellow lea-

ther, buttoned on the top ; and upon their heads they
wear cloth caps lined, and bordered with ermine,

fable or black fox fl<ins. The women are fair, beau-
tiful, and fomewhat fat j their hair is of a light chef-

nut colour, hanging down to their waift, and their

head-

f.
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head-Jrefs is an oval-cap : their upper garment, lik«

the men*s, hangs down to the feet, and is made of a

red, blue, or violet coloured cloth, and is lined with

white fox fkin or fable. They have rouiid their waifts

z broad girdle adorned with pearls, and their fliifts arc

made 6f fine callico, with fleeves all ruffled up from
the wrift to the Ihoulders, Tome of which are five ells

long i and this bundle prevents their ufmg the arms
of their robes, which therefore hang ufelels, and are

only pinned on. On their feet xhey have Ihoes made
of Ruflia leather. •

. . ,ni.:\ r v \:.ii

- The people of Siberra are grave, robiaft, fwift, and

very dexterous at (hooting with the crofs-bow ; but

they are ignorant, cburlilh, and jealous of their wives,

whom they generally lock up •, and even if they do
ROt, none of them dare qwit their rooms, without

their hufband's leave. The religion of this pFovince

is called Nicholation. Their judicial proceedings

are terminated with great expedition-, for all their

courts of juftice are -courts of equity. There are no
pctty-foggers either here or in Ruflia, who, under the

pretence of relieving the innocent, and fuccouring

the ditlrefled, rob the poor, and inrich themfelves

wifh the fpoils of the widow and the fatherlefs.

When we had bought up all the furs we liked at

Papinowgorod, we tbund we had enough to load

a ftedgeand a half -, and having ftill fome tobacco,

and about 5000 ducats left, our fupercargo refolved

to proceed farther, in order to purchafe more, and
then to return to our (hips through Samojedia. As
our brandy fell (hort, v^t bought a fupply of the bell

the governor had ; we agreed with him for provi-

fions fufHcient to laft us twelve days, and for rein-

deer to carry us to the end of our journey. "When
we had concluded all our dealings with him, and paid

our money, we were forced to have a drunken bout

at parting, without which there is no getting away.

We proceeded feventeen hours, all the way buy-

ing aip what futs .we xould find of the Siberians

;

and

It

-^

1

•:ii
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and having in fix hours more crofled the Riphearr

mountains, we entered Samojedia, a defolate moun-
tainous country, full ofjuniper-rrccs, pines, and firs.

It abounds in mofs, as well as fnow i and we, every

moment, to our no fmall terror, nKt with white'

bears, wolves, and foxes.

[The province of Samojedia lies to the north of Si-

beria, extending itfelf quite to the North or Frozen

Ocean : the people are called Samojedes, which, in*

the RuflTian tongue,fignifies men-eaters. They have

no towns, but live in tents or caverns, according to the

feafon. Thef are excellent archers, and very nimble

after their game, which with filh being their only

food, they are expert in catching them from thei?

childhood : when winter comes they reture to their

dens under ground, living by hmp-light, on their

dried ftock ot filh and game ; their fauce being ftink-

ing fifh oil.

Though thefe people are for eight or nine months
in the year confined to their fubterranean habitations

in ftench and fmoak, yet are they fo far from being

difcontented with this wretched way of life, that Ole-

arius tells us of two of their deputies, fent to the

court of Mofcow, who told the czar» that if he knew
the charms of their country and climate, he would
doubtlefs chufc to go and live among them. They
are by all writers reprefented as the moft ftupid and
difagreeable people in the world.]

On our afccnding mount Stoiphen, whence arifes

the river Borfagatz, we came to eight or nine houfes,

where we ftopped, in order to reft ourfelves and our
cattle, and exchanged with the inhabitants brandy for
white and black wolf and fox fkins, caftor and otter
ikins. They had feveral dozen of fables, which they
would not fell upon any terms, though they were af-

fured by our Borandian guide, that there was no
manner of danger, we being traders who were going
to our fliips, and could not be difcovered before we
readied the coaft, becaufe we were not topafs through

:-'' . iiny
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any place where there were officers impowered to

fearch for prohibited goods. All our arguments had,

however, no effect, till we had drank them down •,

when our brandy rendering them courageous, they

brought out their fables, and fold us the beft and the

reateft quaritity we had picked iip in our whole jour-o
ney.

We ftaid to reft ourfel-i^cs in btie of the chief hut^

of the village. The mailer of the houfe, with his

wife and children, and we his vifitors lying all toge-

ther on bear fkins. Having flept four or five hours,

I was awakened by the noife made by our hoft to

raife his family, all of whom went but ; when having

the curiofity to follow them at a little diftance, I ob-

ferved them fall down on their knees behind the cot •

tagej lifting up their hands and eyes to adore the

fun.

The people of Samojedia are fhorter and thicker

than either the Laplanders or the Borandians. They
have large heads, their faces and nofes are flat, they

are of a fwarthy complexion, and have fcarcely any

hair. They wear a round fur cap, and a white bear's

fkin coat that reaches down to their knees, and is faf-

tened round the waift with a girdle four inches broad ,

they alfo wear breeches, (hoes and ftockings, made
of the fame fkin with the hair outwards •, and inftead

of a cloak, they hang a black bear's fkin over their

fhoulders, the feet dangling at the four corners

:

this fkin is placed more on the left fide than on
the right, to leave the tight arm at liberty in the ma-
nagement of their bows and arrows, and upon this

fkin they tie their quiver. They alfo wear upon their

feet a kind of fkates two feet long, with which they

Aide with prodigious fwiftnefs over the fnow, that al-

moft always lies on the mountains.

The Samojedian women have more difagreeable

perfons than thofe of the men. They are capable

of enduring great hardfhips, and take care to breed

up their children in ufing their bows with great dex-

terity.

4
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icrity. They are drefled like the men, only their

upper garment is a little longer, and all the diffe-

rence in their head-drefs is, that the women have

a lock of twilled hair hanging down on their Ihoul-

ders, at the end of which is a knot, formed of a long

(lip taken from the bark of a tree, which hangs down
as low as their heels, and this is all their finery. They*

hunt as well as the men, and are in the fame manner

armed with bows and arrows. The hufbands are

true to their wives, and the wives to their hufbands,

and if either man or woman is found guilty of adul-

tery, the criminal is immediately ftoned to death.

Having traverfed Sa.mojedia, and exchanged away

,si our money and goods for Ikins, we returned ; and

in twelve days after our departure from Papi-

nowgorod, reached the coaft of Borandia, without

meeting with any adventure worth notice. Upon
that coafl our fhips had waited for us at an appointed

place, where we put all our merchandize on board,

paid off our Borandian guide, and embarked.

Having weighed anchor, we failed from the coaf^

of Borandia with a fair wind, and the next day in the

afternoon cafl anchor near the coaft of Zembla,. when
we obferved upon the fhore, about thirty perfons

with quivers on their backs, wor(hipp«ng on their

knees the fctting fun. Our mafter and fupercargo

immediately confulted what courfe it would be pro-

per for us to take to come at the fpeech of them.
They thought them more wild than any favages they

had yet feen, and thinking it would be difficult to

perfuadc them to deal with us, it was refolved to
lend out three long boats, with ten men well armed
in each, that they might be able to defend them-
felves in cafe they Ihouid be attacked. I was one of
the number difpatched upon this f#rvice«, but when
we were about a quarter of a mile from the land, the
favages arofe from their knees, difchargcd tbcir ar-

rows at us, and then fled with furprifing f.vifcnefs ;

- ' ^ , but
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but being at a great diftancc when they let fly at ifSj

they did not do us the leaft harm.

We no fooner reached the fliore than we landed,'

and puriued them to the place whither we thought

they had fled, in hopes of making fome of them our

prifoners) birt we found it impoflible, though we
followed them till we approached fome mountains

covered with fnow. However, we continued to ad-

vance farther into the country, ill we came to a
fifing ground, upon which was eredled a piece of
ivood, very wretchedly cut into the figure of a man,
and before it two Zemblians on their knees, with

their arms lying by them. They were worlhipping

this idol, who was called Fctizo, as the others on
alhore had been adoring the fun •, but the moment
they beheld us they fled into an adjoining wood of

firs, and as night approached, we thought it would
be in vain to purfue them.

[No^'a Zembla, called by the Dutch the Ifland of

Weygats, is fituated in the Frozen Ocean, between

700 north latitude and the pole, and between 50*

and SC* eaft longitude. It is feparated from Samo-
jedia by the ftrcights of Weygats •, but whether it

be an ifland, or part of fome great contineht, is un-

certain, no fliips having pafl*ed to the northward of

it. It is reprefented as the mofl: forlorn fpot that

can be imagined *, the greated part of which is hid

pnder fnow and ice ; and where there are neither of

thefe, nothing is met with but difmal quagmires co-

vered with mofs. Upon digging two or three feet

into the earth, it was found as hard as marble ; fo

that all attempts to winter in caves under ground

there would be vain.]

From thence we fl:eered toward die ftreights of

Weygats, to catch fea-horfes •, and having proceeded

about fix leagues, kept near the fliore, and put out

our long-boat with eight harpooners in each, befide

the rowers. We were three days without catchingany

thing i but at lafl; obfervcd two great fifli approach-

ing

;I.
iit
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ing us, one of which had a large horn in his fore-

head, when the boats coming near, the harpoons

were thrown at him on all fides j and the ropes to

which they were fattened let loofe, after which the

men haftily retired, to be out of his reach while he

was ftruggling. At laft the filh fwimming above the

water, which was a proof of his weaknefs, the men
in the boats drew him to them by the ropes fattened

to the harpoons, and then cutting off his head, threw

the body into the fea ; it being neither fit for food

nor oil. This was a fea horfc, which is taken only

[for the fake of his teeth and horn, the former being

more valuable than thofe of the elephant, becaufe

ithey are whiter, and not fo apt to turn yellow. The
horn of this fea-horfe was ten feet long, and very

heavy ; from the root, which was as thick as a

[man's Ihoulder, it gradually decreafed, wreathing

ihandfomely, till it ended in a fliarp point. One of
the boats coming too clofe to the other fifli, in or-

tu to make fure of it, and not retreating with fuffi-

. ittcd, was unhappily overturned by his tail,

wu!* which he lattied the boat with prodigious fury,

on his feeling the harpoon ; by this means two of the

men were drowned, notwithftanding which the fifh

was taken : but though this was no recompence for

I

the lofs of our failors, yet it was a good prize, the

[teeth being larger and whiter thah the former.

We were four days cruifing about before we met

I

with any more, and were preparing to change our
ttation, when we perceived four of the fame fitti,

jthat feemed larger than thofe we had caught -, three

of them we took, but none of them had any horn.

Twelve hours after we difcovered five more, but
three of them efcaped, one of which had a horn.

Two hours after we efpied three more, one of which
we took, each of whole great teeth weighed twenty-
nine pounds. Two days after we caught five more,
[among which was one with a horn, like that of the

Vol. IV. E . ftrft
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firfl we caught, but it was neither fo heavy nor fo

large, it being Icarce feven feet long.

,

We ftaid there five days longer ; and perceiving

no more filli, took the advantage of a north north-

eaft wind to fail towards Weygats, in hopes of paf-

fing thofe ftreights, which, if pra6licable, would
fhorten the paffage to the Eaft Indies, by three-

fourths. We purilied our courfe pretty well for

thirty-fix leagues ; but were unable to proceed any

farther on account of the large pieces of ice that op-

pofed our pafiage, and thofe mountains covered with

fnow which lie at the mouth of the Frozen Sea, and

are known by the name of the Pater nofi:ers. Hence
thefe fi:reights have received the name of Weygats,
which fignifies impafiTable.

We now came to an anchor on the eafl:ern coaft of

Zembla, when one of the feamen landing, a bear

came behind him and ftruck him down with his paw

;

and had we not happily feen it, and fhot the bear

dead, he would certainly have been devoured. This

accident deterred the reil of the mariners from ven-

turing on land.

Shortly after, three bears fwam to the fiucs of the

(hips, and drove to come on board -, but though we
cut off the paws of one of them with our hatchets,

and fliot the other with a mufl^et, the third, while

we were difpatching thefe, mounted the fide of the

iliip, and got upon deck, when a failor who was

near cried out, for the bear was juft at his heels. We
all took up the firft offenfive weapons that came
to hand, as oars and pieces of timber, with which

v/e knocked him down and difpatched him i while

others fliot at and killed two more that were fwim-

ming toward us. This (laughter, we thought, would

have hindered any more attempting to board us, but

we were miftaken ; for about four or five hours af-

terwards, ten or twelve came as far toward us on the

ice as they could, and then took to the water, mak-
ing direclly for the Ihips i when we ulcd our arms l6

fiicccls-
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f» ccefsfully that not one of them efcaped. How-
ever, many others ftill approaching from the high

mountains, and being unwilling to continue expofed

to fuch hourly attacks, we weighed and flood over

to the weft coaft of Zembla, where we firft anchored^

and got clear of the ftreights of Weygats, but not

without great danger of running upon the rocks" of

ice that lay in our way.

There is an ifland at the mouth of this ftreight

which appeared very green, and is covered with fir

and juniper-trees. Some of the failors going on

fhore, faw a bird Co large as to be fcarcely able to

fly ; and giving at their return an account of what

they had feen, 1 defired leave to land with about forty

men to hunt thefe birds, and make difcoveries •, which

being granted, we killed about fixty of them, fomc

of which we fliot, and others we knocked down
with clubs, and afterward carried them on board.

Thefe birds, which are not much taller than Iwans,

tiiough a great deal larger, are called penguins.

They have a Iharp beak, under which begins a gul-

let that reaches down to their breaft, in the form
of an urinal, only it is larger ; and in this bag they

ftore their provifions, which they take out to eat as

they have occafion. They are of a brown colour,

and have webbed feet like a goofe. Their flefh is

extremely palatable, and taftes like that of a wild-

duck, only it is fatter. We eat heartily of it, and
had not fuch a feaft in all our voyage -, but before we
drefled them, we were obliged to take off the fldn,

which is very tough.

Having ftaid at this ifland two days, we failed

with a fouth-eaft wind ; and in about thirty houra
arrived at a cape, near whicli we again found the

Zemblians worfliipping the fun.

As his DanilK majeily was very defirous of having
a perfect account of the riches and nature of Zembla,
and for the more eafy acquiring of that knowledge,
had ordered our officers to bring off fome of the na-

......
•^ ^ tivesy



''ifz
TRAVELS in the

tives, we refolved, if pofliblc, to put this order in

execution •, and thirty perfons, of which I was one,

were ordered to land in the long-boat : but we had

fcarcely got over the fhip's fide before we difcovered

a Zcmblian in his boat, about half a league off land,

who feeing us make toward him, he rowed fo faft

that it was impoflible to get up with him ; and as

foon as he fet his foot on Ihore, throwing his boat

upon his fhoulder, ran fo fwiftly, that we perceived

we fhould find it very difficult to overtake him, nor

did he feem encumbered either with his boat or a

dart he had in his hand. We however landed, and

purfued him toward a hill, which we faw him mount,
and he was quickly out of fight. We therefore gave

over all thoughts of taking him ; but as we were

rowing back to our fliips, we perceived two Zem-
blians further out at fea •, and they obferving us at

the fame time, rowed toward the promontories and

rocks on the coaft to hide themfelves ; but we pli.cd

our oars fo briflcly, that we furrounded them in four

boats, as they were rowing with all their ftrength to-

ward a rock ; when finding no poflibility of making
their efcape, they fet up a howling that was the moft

hideous I had ever heard. They were a man and
woman drefled in deaths made of the fkin of the

lea-calf, with the hair outward, and their waiftcoats

were formed of two fkins joined together, the tails

dangling, the one before and the other behind, al-

moft as low as their knees. Their drawers were

very llrait. The man feemed to be about fifty years

of age, and though he had no hair on his head, he

had a round beard of a chefnut colour. The woman^
who feetned to be about thirty, had her ears and

nofe bored, and pendants of blue ftones harg^ng at

them; her hair was twiftcd, and dangled on her

fhoulders. Their features were extremely difagrce-

able, and they bere both of them Ihorter and Iquat-

ter than either the Laplanders, Samojedians, Boran-

dians, or Siberians. They had fqueaking voices and

ftink-

'ft
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(linking breaths -, the latter was probably caufed by

their eating of fleOi without fait, or filh with train-

oil.

We foon took them into one of the boats, and

towed that in which we found them, by faftening it

to one of our own boats. -It was m?.de of the rib-

bones of fifh, very artfully joined, and neatly covered

with filh-lkins fewed together. It was fixteen feet in

length, and two feet and a half broad. They were

Ihut up in it as high as their waifts, by having a fifh

fkin drawn over it, with two holes that fitted their

waifls i fo that a drop of water could not get into it.

; They therefore expofe themfelves in the foulelt wea-

I ther to all the dangers of the Tea, without the leafl

fear of foundering. But though we made all the

friendly figns we co"M to them, in order to induce

I them to let us know their habitations, it was impof-

fible for us to learn any thing from them *.
,1

We nov/ refolved to try whether we could not get

fome other of thefe people into our power, who were
lefs flupid and more communicative. Upon which
thirty of us landed again, taking feveral day3 provi-

fions with us, and went in two companies well armed,
about a hundred yards diftance from each other, and
having hid ourfelves in caverns under the rocks, pofled

i centinels in proper places, to difcover if any favages

approached, whom we intended to feize, and to force

them to fhew us their habitations. We were two
days without feeing any of the natives -, but at laft

one of our centinels gave us notice that two of them
were defcending a hill toward the fea-fide. On this

we divided ourfelves into companies, at proper dif-

tances, and the poor Zemblians loon entered the

fnare, without fulpefting any treachery, till one of
our companions difcharging his fuzee, we all made
our appearance j and the lavages finding it impof-

Thefe people appear to be of the fame race with the Eflci-

maux of Hudfon's Bay. See Ellis's Voyage to Hudfon's Bay, in
vol 3.

E 3 fible
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fible to fly, were eafily taken. Their garments

were of penguins (kins with the feathers outward.

They had each a pair of ftrait breeches which reached

to their knees, a kind of waiftcoat, the fleeves of
which reached only to their elbows, the reft of their

arms being naked. The feathers were picked from

their waiftcoats before and behind. They had caps

in the form of a fugar-loaf, and ftockings made of

the fkin of a fea-calf, with the hair outward. Though
their drefles were the fame, yet we foon perceived that

one of them was a man and the other a woman. The
man feemed to be about twenty four years of age •,

his face was very broad, his nofe flat, and his com-

plexion fwarthy. He had neither beard on his chin,

nor hair on his head ; at his back hung a quiver filled

with arrows ; on his flioulder he carried an ax, and

in his other hand he held a bow. The woman feemed

to be about twenty, and held a dart in her hand •, her

hair hung dov/n in two twifted locks on each (boul-

der ; ftie had blue ftreaks on her forehead and chin,

and her ears and noftrils had holes bored in them,

in which were fattened blue ftones, thofe in her ears

being as large as filberts, and thofe in her nofe no big-

ger than peas.

We tried all the ways we could think of to oblige

them to fhew us where they dwelt, but without ef-

fect. They were as refolute and fuUen as thofe we
had taken in the boat, and we carried them on board

without making any further difcoveries. When we
brought them to their fellow- prifoners we found, that

notwithftanding their being fo differently drefled, they

knew each other, Thefe four Zemblians feemed the

mod defpicable part of the human fpecies I had ever

feen. Their features were extremely difagreeable

;

^nd when they walked they waddled like ducks. We
could never make thenj eat any bread, falt-meat, or

6fh, nor drink any beer ; they being ufed to drink

fiothing but water; they fcmetimes tailed our brandy,

tut had a great ave^fion to the fmell of tobacco. The
wood-

m
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wood-work of their bows and darts was very heavy,

and of a red-brown colour, but that of the arrows

was much lighter and paler. Their needles, the

points of their darts, arrows, and all their other fharp

inftruments were made of fifh-bones.

The fummer was now far advanced, it being the

latter end of Auguft, and the cold increafing, we be-

gan to think of returning home i and therefore weigh-

ing, held on a fouth-weft courfe, but the wind Ihift-

ing to the fouthward, obliged us to make the coaft

of Greenland, where we dropped anchor near a French

and Dutch fleet employed in the whale-fifl-iery. The
Ihips feldom lie far from the ihore -, for the whales,

wh'ch are caught in the fame manner as we took the

fea-horfes, are like them commonly found near the

land. When they are caught they are cut to pieces,

and the blubber being taken out, is put into large

kettles, and melted to oil in huts ereded for that

purpofe along the fea-Ihore. During our ftay here,

I faw one whale that yielded cj 50 pounds weight of
good bone, which together with its oil, muft have af-

forded a confiderable profit. Our arrival in this place

proved very fortunate for our Zemblian prifoners,

who had for fome time pined away for want of whale
oil, they being able to eat nothing unlefs it was foaked
in it, and our ftore was entirely exhaufted : but for

their fakes we here took in a frefh fupply.

[Greenland or Spitzbergen, as it is called by the

Dutch, lies nearer to the pole than any country yet

known ; it is as yet undifcovered on the north : on
the weft it has the Northern Ocean ; on the fouth,

the fame ocean between it and Lapland, and the moft
northern part of Norway, over againft which i tlies

;

on the eall: it has an undifcovered country, to which
it is joined by an ifthmus, which country is by fome
called Eaft or New Greenland. It lies from '?6° to
82° north latitude, and perhaps much farther.

This country is not known to have any inhabitants

except white bears of an enormous fize, deer, and
E 4 foxes
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foxes. There is plenty of fowls, efpecially water-

fowl, which harbour on the funny fides of the moun-
tains, and in the cliffs of the rocks. The dung of

thefe birds, with mofs, wafhed down by the melted

Ihow, make a rich kind of mould in Ibme places
\

near the Ihore, where it produces feveral of the anti-

fcorbutic plants : and notwithftanding the inconceiv-

able coldnefs of its fituation, in June and July, the I

fun fhincs fo hot as to melt the tar in the feams of a

fliip.]

Having (laid two days on this coaft, we took the

advantage of a north-eaft wind, and proceeded on

our voyage : but being overtaken by a ftorm, we
fteered to the coa(l of Iceland. On our approaching

that ifland we heard a dreadful noife at land, like the

firing of feveral pieces of ordnance ; after which we
faw flames iflue in abundance from mount Hecla.

We found fo many rocks on the coafl, and the fea

was fo extremely rough, that we were afraid of ven-

turing within a league of the land ; but we fleered to

cape Hbri, under which we anchored in fafety.

[Iceland, fo called from its excefllve coldnefs, is a

large ifland in the Northern Ocean, fubjecfl to Den-
mark, about 480 miles diftant from the coafl: of Nor-
way to the wefl:, and 400 from Scotland to the north.

It extends from 63"* 45' to 67" north latitude -, fo that

the arftic polar circle pafles through the northern

part of this ifland -, and it lies between 11° and 27°

weft longitude.

Agriculture is not praftifed in this ifland, though

Mr. Horrebow, whofe account of this ifland is ra-

ther a favourable one, fays that wheat may be pro-

duced in it i and that, frcni fome old laws they

have relating to piougheXl lands, and from the appear-

ance of fome tracks of land, which bear all the marks

of having been tillec^ it is evident that agriculture

was antiently attended to by the inhabitants.

The country is mountainous andilonyj but the

pafliu'cs are exceik-nr. They make great quantities

of
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of butter, which they lay up in calks ; or for want

of them pile up in their huts like heaps of mortar

:

and they have tolerable good horfes, which in the

winter when hay fails them, they feed with dried fi(h,

as they alio do their other cattle. The Icelanders

dwell generally near the iea-fhore or rivers, for the

conveniency of filhing and pafture, fo that the inland

country is almoft defart.

Their language is a dialed of the antient Runic

tongue i and, according to Wormius, is the purefl

now fpoke any where.]

Soon after, a ftrong party of us landed at the vil-

lage of Heri, whence we proceeded to Kirkebar, a

large town, where we n^t with eight or nine Danifli

merchants, who were much furprizcd at feeing us

there, and entertained us very cordially with dlfhes

of frelh meat, good bread, and excellent wine. From
them we learned, that the day before the ifland had
fo terrible an earthquake, that they expefted to be
fwallowed up alive. , .,-,

t

Our captain, fupercargo, and others of our com-
pany, intimating to the chief merchant at Kirkebar,

that they were defirous of feeing whatever was worth
notice in the ifland ; he very obligingly ordered horfes..

to be got ready for all of us that were willing to go
into the country ; and I faying that I would make
one of them, eight of us mounted, while the reft,

having lefs curiofity, choie to ftay and drink at this

merchant's houfe. This gentleman gave us one of
his fervants and two Icelanders to be our guides, and
alfo furni(hed us with a horfeload of provifions. Wj
travelled two days in rugged and unfrequented roads ;

when we found ourfelves about five miles from mount
Hecla, and perceived the ground llrewed with afhes

and pumlce-ftones, over which we palled to the foot
of the mountain. The weather being now vtry ferene
and calm, and feeing no flames ifllie out of the vol-
cano, wc refolved to go up to the top ; but we being
informed by our guides, that if we v/ent farther we

7 fhuuld
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(hould be in danger of falling into pits, where we
might be fuffocated with the funr>ts caufed by the fire

in the bowels of the earth, and that it would be im-

poflible to pull us out ; all our company except my-
fclt declared againft proceeding : but I told them,

that if they would ftay for me 1 would go up alone •,

and they promifing that they would, I alighted and

prepared to afcend the mountain, when one of the

Danilh merchants whom we met at Kirkebar, and

who accompanied us out of curiofity, faid he would

go along with me.

Having given our horfes to our guides, who ftaid

behind with the reft of our company, we boldly ven-

tured forward, refolving to reach the top of Hecla,

and in a Ihort time we faw a large flight of crows and

vultures, that had their nefts in the top of the moun-
tain. When we had afcended about half a league,

we felt the ground (hake under us, and heard a ter-

liblc noife in the bowels of the earth, which feemed

ready to burft open. At the fame time there ap-

peared on all fides chinks, out of which ifllied bluiih

flames, that had a ftrong fuflfocating fmell of burn-

ing brimftone. This made us turn back, for fear of

being burnt to afhes. But we had fcarce proceeded

thirty yards back, before a black cloud of fmoke
afcended out of the mountain, obfcured the light of

the fun, and covered us fo thick that we could not fee

each other. Our fears encreafed every ftep we took *,

for behind us came flames of fire, fhowers of afties,

and pumice-ftones, that fell as thick as hail, and this

dreadful ftorm was attended with horrible noifes. We
befide every moment expefted that the earth would
open and fwallow us up, which added wings to our
flight, and we ran as fall" as we were able, to efcape

the danger to which we had expofed ourfelves by
our idle curiofity ; and indeed our fears made us fo

nimble, that in a quarter of an hour we got to the

bottom of the mountain.

Our
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Our companions, on feeing us come down fo fad,

burft into a fit of laughter, which was foon increafcd

by their obferving us to be as black as if we had been

covered with foot •, their mirth, however, foon abated

;

for on our approaching them, we both dropt down
fpeechlefs. They immediately came to our alTiftance,

and by rubbing our temples, noftrils, and hands wiih

vinegar, brought us to ourfelves, and then revived us

with a cup of canary •, upon which recovering our

ftrength and fpirits, we related what had happened,
"

and they rejoiced at our efcape.

We now left the foot of the mountain in order

to fee two fprings at ten or twelve miles difl:ancc from

the mountain, one of which is always boiling, and

the other fo cold, that it is faid to tuni every tbmg
put into it into iron. When we had proceeded ab mc
100 yards from the foot of mount Hecli, we f'^und

a pumice-fl:one as large as a hogfhead, which had
been lately thrown out of the volcano ; when oui

guides feeing us allonifhed at its prodigious fiz -, aid

they had feen feveral much bigger, which t^n r. en

could not ftir.

After three hours riding "we drew near to the

fprings, which are thirty yards diftance from each

other. We came firft to tne cold one, when [ vetting

in a fmall cane I had in my hand, I was furprized

on taking it out again to fee the end which touched
the bottom metamorphofed into iron *. From thence

we went to the boiling fountain, from which we faw
a number of what appeared to be fi> :hf of a red co-

lour, and about the fize of ducks, pitying in the wa-
ter •, when being pleafed with the novelty of the fight,

we ftood for fome time looking nt them, but on our
approaching nearer, they c'i^ td to the bottom ; but
we had ho fooner left it than they appeared again.

From this fpring we travelled to the fea-fide, within
iialf a league of \vhich we heard difagreeable founds,

• The author's miilake probably arofe from the cane being in-
pijUed yvifh a Tony concretion reiembling iron rull,

that
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that were not unlike the cries of perfons complain-

ing. Our ignorant guides, who were natives of the

country, would fain have perfuaded us that they were

the lamentations of the damned, who, when the devil

had roafted them in the flames of Hecla, cooled them
by plunging them amongft the ice on the coaft ; and

that they were thus alternately tormented, by mak-
ing them feel the extremes of heat and cold. On
our arrival at the coaft we found that thefe imaginary

cpmplaints were only occafioned by the agitation of

the ice and water driven violently againft the rocks

by the wind.
^

Having feen all that was worth obfervation, we
returned to Kirkebar, where we arrived on the 1 6th

of September -, and having ftaid a few hours in the

town, went on board, v/hen we found the governor

of the ifland, accompanied by the bilhop of Scel-

tholt, who, hearing that we had been at Zembla,
came to fee our fhips, and to difcourfe with us.

As Iceland abounds in rich paftures, it produces

great plenty of all forts of cattle, and the beafts

that feed in thefe paftures are fo fond of an herb

called caitophe, that the inhabitants are forced to

prevent their eating too much of it, for fear they

ihould burft themfclves -, but though tlie fields look

green and pleafant, yet the north eaft wind, which
blows here with great violence, is fo very cold, that

no wheat, or any other grain fit to make bread will

grow there.

The Icelanders, for the moil part, dwell in ca-

verns hewn out of the rocks, and the reft live in huts

built after the manner of thofe in Lapland, fome with

wood, and others with fifti- bones, covered with turf;

and both they and their cattle lie under the fame

roof. I'heir beds are compofed of hay or ftraw,

upon which they lie in their cloaths, with Ikins upon
them, and make but one bed for the whole family.

Both the men and women have very difagreeable

perfons j they are fwarthy, and dreffed like the Nor-
wegians,
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wet^ians, in coats made of the Ikins of the fea-calf

with the hair outward, with no other linen than fack-

cloth. They live by fifhing, and are very nafly.

[The food of the poor is very coarfe, it confifting

of a fort of ftock-filh pounded with a ftone, very bad

butter and cheefe, and no other drink but water,

milk, or whey ; yet on this hard fare many of them

are faid to live without the help of a phyfician to a

hundred and fifty years of age.] Moft of them pre-

tend to witchcraft, and are faid to worfhip the devil

under the name of Kobald, who, it is pretended,

frequently appears to them under a human fhape.

They have alfo a kind of houlhold god cut out of a

piece of wood with a knife, who is extremely hideous

;

this idol they adore privately, and hide it for fear of

the Lutheran minifters, who endeavour to inftrud:

them in the principles of Chriftianity.

Three days after our coming on board, we took

the opportunity of a north wind, and fet fail. "We
continued our courfe to the fouth fouth-eaft, and at

length happily arrived at Copenhagen, where having

faluted the cattle, we dropt anchor, and went alhore.

His majefty being inrormed, on our entering the

city, that we had brought fome Zemblians with us,

commanded us to bring them to court, which we im-
mediately did, every body gazir?g at them as if they

had been born in another world. The king himfelf

admired the oddnefs of their drefs, and the ftrangenefs

of their figures. He ordered the fteward of his houf-

hold to give direftions for their being kept with care,

v/ell provided for, and taught theDanifh language,

hoping he might then get fomething out of them re-

lating to their country, that would be beneficial to

his own. He commanded us to give him an account
of the feveral places we had vifited, the manners of
the people, and their way of living : and having gi-

ven his ma^ ^y full fatisfadion with refped to all he
defired to know, we went to wait upon our owners,
in order to inform them of the markets we had met
with, and v/hat returns we had brought home, which
proved highly to their advantage.
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! Monfieur M A U P E R T U I S,

And his Associates of the Royal Academy
of Science Sw

Made by Order of the French King, to determine

the Figure of the E a R t h at the Po l a r Ci r c l e.

IN order to give a clear idea of this undertakings

it is neccflary to obferve, that the great Sir Ifaac

Newton and Mr. Huygens had from different obfer-

vations concluded that the earth was flatted at the

poles ; but upon meafuring the whole area of the

meridian that pafffs through France, and from other

operations, it was concluded by fevcral of the mem-
bers of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, that the

terraqueous globe was prominent at the poles. Hence
the members became divided in their fcntiments,

and perplexed by their own enquiries, upon fo im-

portant a fubjed, that was juftly Gonfidered as having

a real influence upon aflronomy and navigation. Ta
put an end to this difpute, the French king refolved'

that it fliould be finally decided, and to the great

joy of the academy, an order was difpatched front

court for a certain number of the members to go
and meafure the firll degree of the meridian at the

equator.
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equator*. Thefe, fays Monf. Maupertuis, fet out a

whole year before us. The reft were commiffioncd

northward to meafure the remoteft degree they could

reach : and the fame alacrity, the fame zeal to ferve

their country appeared in thofe who were to endure

the rage of the equator funs, and thofe who were to

freeze beneath the polar circle. The travels in the

north were wrote by Monf Mjiuj ertuis, and we Ihall

give them in his manner.

The company deftined for the north, fays he, was

compofed of four academicians, Meffrs. Clairaut,

Camus, Le Monnier, and myfelf -, the abbe Outhier,

and M. Celfius, the celebrated profefTor of aftronomy

at Upfal, alfo affifted at all our operations, and their

abilities and advice were of Angular ufe to us.

No fooner was the veflel that carried us arrived at

Stockholm, than we refolved without lofs of time to

fet out for the bottom of the gulph of Bothnia,

where we might judge which fide of the gulph was

proper for our operations, better than we could do

by trufting to our charts.

We arrived at Tornea time enough to fee the fun

perform his courfe for feveral days together without

letting V a fight which ftrikes with wonder an inha-

bitant of the temperate zones, even though he knows
it is what muft neceffarily happen in that climate.

We had flattered ourfelves with the hopes of per-

forming our operations upon the coafts of the gulph

of Bothnia, where we fliould have the convenience

of tranfporting ourfelves and our inftruments to the

different ftations by fea, and where the many advan-

tageous points of view, from the iflands in all our

charts, feemed to promife us fuccefs. But when we
went with great impatience to view them, all our

labour ferved only to convince us, that this defiga

was impradticable. The iflands that line the coalls

of the gulph, and the coafts themfelvcs, which we

• See Ulloa's voyage in vol. i. of this collcftion.

I had
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had fancied to be fo many promontories, that might
furnifli us with diftant points of view from one to

another, lay all of them fo low upon the furface of

the water, that at a fmall diftance, the convexity of

the earth muft arife between them and us. So that

after feveral voyages in purfuance of our firft detign

of niaking ufe of thefe iflands, we were at laft ob-

liged to give it up.

We now refolved to endeavour to perform our

operations upon the tops of the mountains to the

northward oi Tornca, though it appeared next to im-

poffible. In the defarts of a country fcarcely habi-

table, in that immenfe fbreft which extends from
Tornea to Cape Nord, we muft go through operations

that are not eafy, even where no convenience is

wanting. There were but two ways of penetrating

into thefe defarts, both of which we muft prove;

one the failing up a river full of catarads, the

other crofling thick woods and deep marfhes on
foot •, and if we fhould be able to make our way into

the country, we muft, after the moft painful marches,

be obliged to clamber up ftecp rocks, and to clear

the tops of mountains of the wood that would in-

tercept our fight. In thefe defarts we (hould be

forced to take up with the moft wretched diet, be ex-

pofcd to the flies, which in this feafon arc fo iniufFcr-

able as to drive the Laplanders and their rain-deer

from their habitations, to feck fhelter on the coafts of

the ocean. We were, in fine, to undertake this

work without knowing, or being able to inform our-

felves, whether it was pra6kicable -, whether the want
of one mountain might not, after all our toils, in-

terrupt the feries or our triangles ; or whether it

would be poflible to find upon the river a bafe by
which they might be connected. But if we fhould

furmount all thefe obftacles, we ftiould ftill have the

labour of building obfervatories on the moft northerly

of the mountains ; the trouble of carrying thither as

numerous a collection of inftruments as is perhaps to

be
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be feen in Europe, and of making there the niceft

aftronomical oblervations : but we were lb far from

being deterred by thefc difficulties, that the profped

©f conquering them filled us with pleafure.

We fet out from Tornea on Friday the 6th of July

1736, with a company of Finland foldiers, and a

good number of boats laden with inftruments and

provifions. We began our journey by failing up the

great river, which, riling in the inmoft parts of Lap-
land, purfues its courfe till it falls into the gulph of
Bothnia ; having firfl: divided itfelf into two branche9

that form the iQe of Swertzar, where is built a town
of the fame name in the latitude of 6^° 51 . From
this day forward, our only habitation was the defarts,

and our time was fpent on the fummits of thofe

mountains which we were to connedt by our triangles*

After a voyage of twelve hours, we landed in the

evening at Korpikyla, an hamlet by the river-fide,

inhabited by Finlanders *, and having for fome time
travelled on foot acrofs the foreft, arrived at the

bottom of a fteep mountain called Niva, whole
fummit, which is a bare rock, we chofe for our firfl:

ftation. Upon the river we had been tormented by
great flies with green heads, that fetched, blood where-
cver they fixed : but on the top of this mountain we
were peftered with feveral other kinds that were (liU

more intolerable. By good luck we found two Lap-
land girls tending a fmall herd of rein- deer, but al-

moft hid in the fmoke of a great fire they had
kindled : and being told, on enquiry, that they thus
defended themfelves from the flies, we had imme-
diately recourfe to the fame method.
On the 8th of July, atone in the morning, Mfi

Camus and I left our company upon Niwa, to re-

connoitre the mountains to the northward. We
travelled up the river to a high mountain called

Avafaxa, where having cleared its top of th e trees,

we caufed a fignal to be built. Our fignais were
hollow cones, compofed of a great many large trees.

Vol. IV. p ftripped
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ftrippcd of the birk, by which means they wcrtf

white enough to be vifible at ten or twelve leagues

diftance.

This being finiftied, we came down from Ava-
faxa, and embarking on the little river of Tenglio,

which falls into the great river at the foot of this

mountain; we direded our courfc upward to the

nearctt place we could find, to a mountain that

fccmed to fuit our purpofe; and from thence a

march of three hours, over a morafs, brought us to

the foot of Horrilakcro. Though extremely fa-

tigued, we got to the top of it, and fpent the night

in cutting down the wood that covered it. Moft
part of this mountain is a reddifh ftone, interfperfed

with a kind of white cryftai. Here the flies, more
mercilcfs than thofc at Niwa, were not to be driven

off by fmoke, and we were obliged, notwithftanding

the cxcellivc heats, to wrap our heads in our capp*

mudes, a fort of gown made of rein-deer (kins,

and to cover ourfelves with branches of fir, and
even whole trees, which rather ftifled than defended

us from thefe troublefome infeds.

Having cut down all the wood on the top of

Horrilakero, and built a fignal, we returned by the

fime road to our boats, which we had drawn upon
the bank. It is indeed no hard matter to drag

•alongi or even to carry the boats ufed in the rivers of

Lapland. A few thin fir boards compofe the whole

vefiel, which is fo extremely light and flexible, that

its beating, with all the forces of the ftream, againft

the ftones, which thefe rivers are full of, does it

no manner of harm. It is terrible to thofe not ac-

Cudomed to it, and aftonilhing even to thofe who
are, to fee one of thefe weak veffels drive down a

cataraft, in a torrent of foam and ftones, fometimes

raifcd aloft in the air, and the next moment loft in

the deep. A bold Finlander fteers it with a Ion j

.oar, vt^hile his two companions row hard to fave \i

from the purfuing waves that threaten every mo^

i . nicnt

fign

lad n
river,

fome
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Imeri't to overwhelm it. You may then fee the whole

(keel by turns raifcd above water, and leaning only

rith one extremity on the top of a yielding billow.

^ith fuch courage and addfefs do thcfe Finknders

)afs the cataracts -, but their art and (kill in the ma-
lagement of their boats upon other occafions, is no

lefs remarkable : a tree, branches and all, commonly
fcrves them both for maft and fail.

We now embarked a^airt on the Tenglia, which

>rought us down into the river of Tornea on our

kturn to Korpikyla. At four leagues from Avafaxa

re left our boats, and aftei an hour's walk over

the foreft, reached the foot of Cuitaperi, a fteep

lountain •, its fummit is a rock covered with nibfs;

ifFording an extenfive profpedb all round, and to the

^outh taking in the gulph of Bothnia : here we eredled

fignal, whence we could difcover all the others we
lad raifed, and then continued our courfe dawn the

river. Betweeh Cuitaperi and Korpikyla we found
ifome frightful cataradls, where the Finlanders always

jfet their paflengers aihofe ; but our excefllve fatigue

lade us chufe rather to rilk the paflage in tke boat

than to walk only an hundred yards. At laft^ion the

Evening of the nth, we joined our friends Tm the

top of Niwa, who had defcried our fignals, but from

fhe continual fogs, were unable to make any obfci*-

>ations.

The fogs bein^ at length difperfed by the cold

lorth wind, we had fuch a view of our feveral fig-

lals, as to take their angles*, ahd having Anifhed

)ur obfervations there, we fet up fignals at Kakama
id PuUingi, where having alfo made our obferva-

tions; we all fet out for Avafaxa,

This mountain is feated on the bank of the river,'

iftcen leagues from Tornea. Its afcent is difficulty

lying through a wo6d -that reaches half way up, where

ft is interrupted by ftdtp fiippery rocks j and after-

ward Continued to the very top of the mountain be-

Fore we cut down fo much of it as was neceffary to'

F 2 open
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open our propped:. The north-caft fide is a mod
frightful rocky precipice, where the falcons build

their ncftst At its foot runs the Tcnglio, by which

it is encircled. Fix>m its fununit the proijpe£t is the

moft beautiful that con be imagined ; to the fouth

it is unbounded, and diicovers uie courie of the ri-

ver to a vaft extent : toward the eaft the Tenglio may

be traced in its pafTage through feveral lakes -, and

the view is terminated on the north, at twelve or

fifteen leagues diftance, by a prodigious number o^
j

hills heaped one upon another. Upon this mountain
|

we ^ent ten days, during which curiofity prompted

the mhabitants to pay us frequent vifits, bringing

us fifli and iheep, and fuch bad fruits as are pro-

duced in the woods.

The day we le^ Avafaxa we crofied the polar
|

circle, and at three the next morning, which was the

31ft of July, arrived at Turtula, a hamlet where

they were cutting their little crqp of barley and hay.

After having travelled for fome time in the woods,

we embarked on a lake that brought us to the foot

of iPuUingi, the higheft of all our mountains, and of

exceedmg difficult accefs ; as well on account of its

fteepms, as the depth of the mofs wherein we were

obliged to fix our fteps. Our ftay here, which was till

the 6th of Auguft, was no lefs difagreeable than the

afcent had been painful. We had a whole wood of

the largefl trees to fell, and the flies attacked us with|

fuch fury, that our foldiers of the regiment of Weftro-

Bothnia, a body diftinguifhed for their bravery even

in Sweden, and hardened by the greateft fatigues,!

were obliged to wrap up their faces, or to fmcar

them all over with tar. Thefe infefls alfo poifoned

our vi6tuals; no iboner was a difh ferved, but it was!

quite covered over with them, while another fwarm,
j

with all the rapacioufnefs of bicds of prey, was flut-

tering round, to carry off fome pieces of a fhecp that|

was dreffing for us.

Onl
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On the 6th of Auguft we left this mountain to

go to Pello, where we arrived the fame day, after

having forced our way up four cataracts, Pello is a

village inhabited by a few Finlanders ; in its neigh-

bourfiood is Kittis, the loweft of all our mountains,

where was one of our fignals. As we were going

up, we difcovered a copious fpring of pure water,

that refifts the kecneft frofts j for when we returned

to Pello about the end of winter, while the fea at the

bottom of the gulph, and all the rivers were frozen

as hard as marble, we found this fpring running as in

fummer. We had the good fortune to make our ob-

fervations foon after our arrival, raid the next day went

to Turtula.

For a month pad we had been inhabitants of the

defarts, or rather of the mountain tops*, the earth or

rocks fpread with the Ikins of rein-deer had been our
beds i and our food was chiefly fifh, brought us by
the Finlanders, or which we ourfelves had caught;

and berries or wild fruit that grew in the woods.

I left Turtula, in company, with Meflrs. Outhier

and Celfus, to crofs the foreft and find the Iignal

eredted at Niemi; and a frightful journey it was.

We fct out on foot, and walked till we got to a
brook, where we embarked in three little boats:

but they pafTed with fuch difficulty between the

ftones, that we were obliged every inftant to get out
of them and leap from one rock to another. The
brook brought us to a lake fo full of little yellowilh

grains of the bignefs of millet, that the whole water
was difcoloured with them. I took them to be the

chryfalis of fome infeft, and was tempted to fancy,

that this inled mufl be fome kind of thofe flies that

io tormented us, for I could think of no other fpe-

cics of animals whofe numbers correfpondcd to the

quantity of grains that covered this large body of
water. From the extremity of this lake we had to

walk to another of very clear water. Here we found
a boat, and j>utting our quadrant on board, refolved

F3 to
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to follow it alpng the fide of the lake on foot ; but

jhe wood was fo thick, that we were forced to cut

pur way through it, and were intangled at every flcp

oy tJie depth of the mofs, and the fallen fir-trees that

5ay acrofs our way.

In all thcfe woods there are almoll as many trees fal-

len as (landing ; for the foil, after it has reared them

to a certain height, can no longer furniih the proper

liourifhment, nor is it deep enough to allow them to

take firm n)Ot : whence the leaft blaft of wind over-

fets them j and in all thefe woods nothing is to be

feen but firs and birches blown down. Time reduces

the wood of the latter to duft, without affecting the

bark ; and one is furprized to find pretty large trees

that crumble upon the flighteft touch. This probably

gave the Swedes the hint of covering their houfts

with this bark, and indeed nothing could be imagin-

ed fitter for the purpojfe. In fome provinces they

cover the bark with earth, and form upon the roof

a kind of garden, fuch as are to be feen upon the

houfes of Upfal, In Weftro-Bothhia the bark is

jjpund with fir poles that hang down on either fide of

the roof,

'Having at length reached a third lake, which was

yety large, and the fineft water imaginable ; we put

pur ipftruments and baggage on board two boats we
fbupd there, and waited their return upon thecoaftj

when \ve were ferried over to the foot of Niemi.
' The fine Takes that furround this mountain, and the

jnany difficulties we encountered iri getting thither,

gavp it the air of ah i^chahted illand in romance. On
one hand you fee a grove of trees rife from a plain,

|ihpqth"and level as the walks of a garden; and at

fuch ^afy diftantes, as neither to embarrafs the walks,

nor the prbfpe(5l of the lake that wafhes the foot of

the pfiountain. On the other, you have apartments

of fiifferent fizes that feeni cut by art in the rocks,

^nd to want only a regular roof to complete them.

The rocks themfelves are fo perpendicular, fo high,*''
and
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tnd To fmooth, that you would take them, for the

walls of an unfinilhed palace, rather than for the

work of nature. From this height we faw thofc va-

pours rife from the lake which the people of the coun-

try call Haltios, and deem the guardian f[)iritsof the

mountains. We had been frightened with llorieo of

bears haunting this place, but faw none Indeed ic

ftemed rather a place of refort for fairies and genii,

than for thofe favage animals.

Having complcatcd pur obfervations, w^ left.

Ni^mi, repafled the three lakes, and gi>t back to

Turtula. We afterward departed from thence, and

fet out for Horrilakero, entering the Tenglio with

four boats. Its catarads are troublefome, rather

from the lownefs of the water, and the great num-
ber of ftones, than the rapidity of the ftream^ As we
failed along, I was furprized to fee upon the ban^s

Qf this river, rofes of as lively a red as any in our
gardtns. We compleated our obfervations at Hor-
rilakero on the J 7th of Auguft, and the next day

went to Ofwer-Tomea, where our whole company
was now aflTembled,

But afterwards going up to Avafaxa to tak,e the

angles that mud connect the bafe, which we had
fixed on the bank, of the river with our triangles, we
faw Horrilakero all in flames. This is an accident

not uncommon in thefe voods, where there is no liv-

ing during the fummer, without fmoak, and where
the mofs and firs are fo combuftibie, that a fire onge
kindled will fpread over fome thoufand acres*, and the

fmoke of thefe fires have fometimes retarded our ob-
fervations as much as the thickncfs of th«j air. A«
this fire on Hprrilakero had been do.ubtlefs ocqafion-

ed by our not taking fu$cient care to extinguilK

thofe we had kindled there, \^e difpatched thirty

men to cut off its conimupication with the D.ei^^h-

bfcuring woods. But three days after, when we had
finilhed our obfervations at Avafaxa, Horrilakero.

y(as lyil Ipurning -, we faw it involved in a cloud of
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fmoak, dnd rhe flames, which had made their way
downward were ravaging all the forell below.

By the 9th of September, when vft had pafred

fixty-three days in thcfc delerts, we had finished as

Compleat a let of triangles as we could have wifhed

l^or : and an undertaking beeun in a manner at ran-

dom, without knowing whether it was at all pradli-

cable, had turned out fo much better than expedta-

tion, that it looked as if the placing of thefe

mountains had been at our diibofal. We had built

two obfervatories upon Kittis in the one was a qua-

drant of two foot radius, a clock of Mr. Graham's,

dnd an ihilrumeni which we owed to the fame gentle-

man, confifting of a telefcope, moveable about an

horizontal axis, which was to determine the direc-

tion of our triangles with refpeft to the meridian.

The other obfervatory, which was much larger, was

built fo near the firA» that the voice of him who
counted the pendulum's vibrsltions, could be diftindl-

ly heard from one to the 'other. An admirable feftor

alfo made by Mr. Graham took up almoft the whole

room. What difficulty we had in carrying up h many
inftruments to the top of the mountain, 1 fhall not

mention *, it is fufficlent that we carried them up.

We had fome ice on the 19th of September, and

fnow on the 2ift i foine parts of the river were alfo

fiozen. CJn the fit ft of November it began to freeze

harder, and on the morrow the river was quite frozen

lip. rhe ice, which thawed no more, was prefently

covered over wuh fnow 5 and this vaft body o^ water,

but a fev^ day^ before full of fwaiis and other water-

9^\ was now one immenfc plain of ice and fnow.

Our Work was now in a manner compleated, we had
6ttly to meafure our bafe, which was no more than

furveying the dlflance between the two fignals we had
creeled laft fumm r ; but this was to be done upon
the ice of a rivei in Lapland, at the diftance of ^bove

three leagues, in a country where thi cold was grow-
Tng everyday more intenfe. On the 21ft of De-

cember
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ccmbcr this work was begun. In this feafon the fun

butjuft fhcwcd itfcif above the horizon toward noon

;

but the long twilights, the whitenefs of the fnow, and

the meteors continually blazing in the flcy, furniflicd

us light enough to work four or five hours every

day. We k)dgcd at the houfe of the curate of

Ofwer-Tornra, and at eleven in the forenoon be-

gan our furvcy, attended by Co great an equipage,

that the Laplanders, drawn by ihe novelty of the

fight, came down from the neighbouring mountains.

We feparated into two bands, each of which carried

four rods of fir, each thirty feet long. I fball fay

nothing of the fatigues and dangers of this opera-

tion Judge what it muft be to walk in fnow two

feet deep, with heavy poles in our hands, which we
were obliged to be continually laying on the fnow,

and lifting again, in a cold fo extreme, that when-

ever we would tafte a little brandy, the only thing

that could be kept liquid^ our tongues and lips froze

to the cup, and came away bloody : in a cold that

congealed the fingers of fome of us, and threatened

us with ftill more difmal accidents. While the ex-

tremities of our bodies were thus freezing, the reft,

through excefHve toil, was bathed in fweat. Brandy
did not quench our thirft ; we muft have recourfe to

deep wells dug through the ice, which were fliut al-

moft as foon as opened, and from which the water

could fcarcely be conveyed unfrozen to our lips;

thus were we forced to run the hazard of the danger-

ous contraft which ice-Water mi^ht produce in our
heated bodies.

Our work, however, advanced apace j for fix days

labour brought it to within five hundred toifes, where
we had not been able to plant our ftakes foon enough

:

three of the gentlemen tihereforc undertook this office,

while the abbe Outhicr and I went upon a pretty ex-

traordinary adventure. We had laft fununer omitted
an obfervation of fmall moment; this was taking the

height of an objedt that we made ufe of in meafur-

ing
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ing on the top of Avafaxa -, and to perform this, X
undertook to go with a quadrant to the top of the

mountain, fo fcpupuloufly careful were we that no-

thing (hould be wanting to the perfeftion of the

work. Imagine a very high mountain full of rocks,

that lie hid in a prodigious quantity of fnow, as well

as their cavities, wherein you may fink through ^

cruft of fnow as into an abyfs, and the undertaking

will fcarce appear poffible: yet there are two ways

of performing it, one by walking, or rather Aiding;

^long upon two ftrait boards eight feet in length,

which the Finlanders and Laplanders ufe to keep

them from finking into the fnow : but this way of

walking requires long praflice. The other is by

truding yourfelf to a rein-deer ufed to fuch journies,

The machine drawn by thefe animals is here a

kind of boat fcarcely large enough to hold the half of

one's body. As this travelling in the fnow is a kind

of navigation, that the veiTel may fufler the lefs

refiftance in its courfe, it has a (harp head, and a

narrow keel, like an ordinary boat ; and on this keel

it tumbles fo from fide to fide, that if a man does

not take good care to balance himfelf, it will be every

moment ih danger of oveffetting. It is fixed by

thongs tp the collar of the rein-deer, who, as foon

as he finds himfelf on a ftrni beaten road, runs with

incredible fury. If you would llop him, it is to little

purpofe to pull a fort of rein that is tied to his

horns: wild and unmanageable^ it will only make
him change his track, or perhaps turn upon you,

and revenge himfelf by kicking. If this happens tp

a Laplander, he turns the boat over him, and ufes

it as a buckler againft the attacks of the rein deer;

but as we were Itraneers to this addrefs, we might

have been killed berore we could put ourfelves in

fuch a pollure of defence. We had nothing to de-

fend us with but a little ftick each of us heid in

his hand, by way of rudder to fteer our courfe, and

keep clear of the trunks of trees. In this manner

I wa^
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Vras I to climb Avafaxa, accompanied by the abbe

duthicr i but wc were attended by two men and a

woman of the country, and Mr. Brunnius their

curate.

The firft part of oor journey was performed in a

moment; for our flight over the plain beaten road

from the curate's houfe to the foot of the moun-

tain can be compared only to that of birds. And
though the mounLairi where there was no track great-

ly abated the fpeed of our rein-deer, they got at

kngth to the top of it ; where we immediately made
the obfei-vation for which we came. In the mean
while, our rein-deer had dug deep holes in the

fnow, where they browzed on the mofs that covers

the rocks •, and the Laplanders had lighted a great

fire, and we prcfently joined them to warm our-

felves. The cold was fo extreme, that the heat of

the fire could reach only to a very fmall diftance.

As the fnow juft by it melted, it was immediately

froze again, forming a hearth of ice all round.

Our journey up hill had been painful ; but now
our concern was left our return ihould be too rapid.

We were to proceed down the fteep in conveyances,

which, though partly funk in the fnow. Aid on not-

withftanding, drawn by animals, whofe fury in the

plain we had already tried, and who, though finking

to their bellies in the fnow, would endeavour to

free thcmfelves by the fwiftnefs of their flight. Wc
very foon found ourfelves at the bottom of a hill

;

a moment after this a great river was croflfed, and wc
were returned back to the currte's houie.

The next day we finiihed our furvey, and made
all poflTible hafte back to Tornea to fecure ourlelves

in the befl: manner we were able from the incrcaf-

ing feverity of the feafon. The town of Tornea,
at our arrival on the 30th of December, had really

a moft frightful afpeiSt. Its little houfes were bu-
ried to the tops in fnow, which, had there been
any day light, mult have cttedually Ihut it out.

But
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But the fnow continually falling, or ready to fall, for

the moft part hid the fun the rew moments he might
have appeared at mid-day. In the morth of Janu-
ary the cold was increafed to that extremity, that

Mr. Reaumur's mercurial thermometers, which at

Paris, in the great froft of 1709, it was thought

ilrange to fee fall to fourteen degrees below the freez-

ing point, were now got down to thirty-feven. The
fpirit of wine in the others was frozen. If we opened

the door of a warm room, the external air inftantly

converted all the vapour in it into fnow, whirling it

round in white vortexes. If we went abroad, we
felt as if the air was tearing our breafts in pieces •,

and the crackling of the wood of which the hovfes

are built, as it fplit by the violence of the froft,

continually alarming us with an encreafe of cold.

The folitude of the ftreets was as great as if the

people had been all dead : and in this country you

may often fee people who have loft an arm or leg by

the froft. The cold, which is always very great,

fometimes increafes by fuch violent and fudden fits,

as are aimoft infallibly fatal to thofe who are fo un-

happy as to be expofed to it ; and fometimes there

rife fudden tempcfts of fnow that are ftill more dan-

gerous. The winds feem to blow from all quarters

at once, and drive about the fnow with fuch fury,

that all the roads are in a moment rendered invi-

fible. Dreadful is the fituation of a perfon furprifed

in the fields by fuch a ftorm ; his knowlege of the

country, and even the mark, he may have taken by

the trees, cannot avail him •, he is blinded by the

fnow, and if he attempts to find his way home is

generally loft. In fhort, during the whole winter the

cold was fo exceflive, that on the 7th of April, at

five in the morning, the thermometer was fallen to

twenty divifions below the point of freezing, though

every afternoon it rofe two or three divifions above

it : a difference in the height not much lefs than that

iwhich the greatcft heat and cold felt at Paris ufually

produce
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produce in that inftrument. Thus in the fpace of

twenty-four hours, we had all the variety felt in the

temperate zones in the compafs of a whole year.

But though in this climate the earth is thus hor-

rible, the heavens prefent the moft beautiful pro-

fpedls. The fhort days are no fooner clofed, than

fires of a thoufand colours and figures light up the

flcy, as if defigned to compenfate for the abfence of

the fun in this feafon. Thefe fires have not here, as

in the more foutherly climates, any conftant fitua-

tion. Though a luminous aich is often feen fix-

ed toward the north, they feem more frequently

to poflTefs the whole extent of the hemifphere. It

would be endlefs to mention all the different

figures thefe meteors affume, and the various mo-
tions with which they are agitated. Their motion

is moft commonly like that of a pair of colours

waved in the air, and the different tints of their
•

light gives them the appearance of fo many vafl:

ftreamers of changeable taffeta. On the i8th of

December I faw a phajnomenon of this kind, that

in the midft of all the wonders to wliich I was now
every day accuftomed, railed my admiration. To
the fouth a great fpace of the flcy appeared tinged

with lb lively a red, that the whole conftellation of
Orion looked as if it had been dipped in blood.

This light, which was at firft fixed, foon moved,
and changing into other colours, violet and blue,

fettled into a dome, whofe top ftood a little to the

fouth-weft of the zenith. The moon fhone bright,

but did not in the leaft efface it. In this country,

where there are lights of fo many different colours, I

never faw but two that were red ; and fuch are taken
for prefages of fome great misfortune. After all,

when pet.ple gaze at thefe phaenomena with an uri-

philofophic eye, it is not furprifing if they difcover

in them armies engaged, fiery chariots, and a thou-
fand other prodigies.

During
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During the winter we repeated many of our ofe-

fervations and calculations, and found the moft evi-

dent proofs of the earth's being confiderably flatted

at the poles. Mean time, the fun came nearer, or

rather no more quitted us. It was now May, wheri

it was curious enough to fee that great luminary en-

lighten for fo long a time a whole horizon of ice -,

and to fee fummer in the heavens, while winter ftill

kept pofleflion of the earth. We were in the morn-
ing of that long day of feveral months -, yet the fun

with all his power wrought no change either upoh*

the ice or fnows.

On the 6th of May it began to rain, and fome
water appeared on the ice of the river. At noon a

little fnow melted ; but in the evening, winter re-

fumed his rights. At length, on the loth, the earth

which had been fo long hid began to appear ; fome
high points that were expofed to the lun fhewed
themfelves, as the tops of the mountains did after

the dtluge, and all the fowls of the country return-

ed. At the beginning of June, winter yielding up"

tlie earth and fea, we prepared for our departure back

to Stockholm, and on the 9th fome of us fet out by
land and others by fea.
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ERICH PONTOPPIDON,
Bifhop of Bergen, and Member of the Royal Academy

of Sciences at C p £ K H A c E N.

riVJORWAY is, next to Lapland, the mod
Li. T northern country of Europe i it is bounded

on the louth by the entrance into the Baltic called

the Siiiager Rack or Categate; on the weft and
nortii by the northern ocean j and on the caft it is

parted from Sweden by a long ridge of mountains

called by di ;erent names, but commonly ftiled the

Dofriiie mountains. This country lies between ^y^
and 71** qo' north latitude, and between 5** and 31'

eaft longitude; fo that it extends about 5' 30' be-

yond the polar circle.]

Norway, which is Tubjeft to the crown of Den-
mark, affords many curious particulars for obferva-

tion : as, though we are yet in the cold regions of
the north, yet we come now among inhabitants not

quite fuch ftrangers to the arts of civil fociety, as the

Nova Zeinbllans and Laplanders. Of this country

the lateft and moft authentic account is that of bifhop

Pontoppidon; whofe charader, added to his being

bilhop of Bergen in Norway, gave him the beft oppor-

tunides of being well informed concerning what he

writes. The lubftance o£ his relation is as follows.

To
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To the weft the fca forms innumerable little iflands

and rocks about the coaft of Norway, ibme indeed

are nine leagues ov^^ but the greater part are fo

fmall, as to be inhabited only by fifhermen and pi-

Jots : fo that Norway is defended by a rampart which
confifts perhaps of more than a million of ftone co-

lumns that have their bafes at the bottom of the fea,

and their capitals a few fathoms only above the fur-

face. There are among thefe rocks good harbours,

but they are difficult and dangerous of accefs*, efpeci-

aliy to large (hips without oars , but to prevent acci-

dents, as much as poffiblc, the government has cauf-

ed many hundreds of large iron rings to be fixed to

thefe rocks, as moorings for fliips where there is not

room for anchoring.

The ihore is almoft every where fteep, angular,

and impendent ; fo that the lea clofc to the rocks is

three hundred fathoms deep, and in fome places no

bottom can be found : even creeks which run ten

leagues up the country, have been found four hun-

dred fathoms deep.

Befide the ebb and flood, there is a current or

eddy in the Norway fea, called Maleftrom, or Mo-
ikoeftrom. The ifland Mofkce, from whence this

ilream derives its name, lies between the mountain

Hefleggen in Lofoden, and the ifland 'v^er, which ar»

about one league didant *, and between the ifland and

coaft on each fide the ftream makes !ts way. Be-

tween Moflcoe and L-ofodea, it is near four hundred

fathoms deep . but Iciween Moflcce and Ver, it is

fo flialbwj as not to aiford paflage for a fmall fliip.

When 't is flood, the ftream runs up n- country be-

tween . otbacn anr* Moflcoe with a boiftrous rapi-

dity i ; *"«d when it is ebb, returns .u the fea with a

violence and noife, unequalled by the loudeft cata-

ra6ts. U is heard at the diftance of many league-,

and forms a vortex or whirlpool of great depth and

extent; fo violent, that if a fliip comes near it, it is

jmincdiately drawn irrefiflibly into the whirl an 1 thcr:

4 disappears J
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difappears; being abforbcd and carried down to the

bottom in a moment, where it is dalhcd to pieces

againft the rocks : and juft at the turn of ebb and

flood, when the water becomes ftill for about a quar-

ter of an hour, it rifes again in fcatt^red fragments,

icarcely to be known for the parts of a Ihip. When
it is agitated by a ftorm, it has reached vcflcls at the

diftance of more than a Norway mile, where the

crews have thought themfelves in perfeft fecurity.

Perhaps it is hardly in the power of fancy to con-

ceive a fituation of more horror, than of being thus

driven forward by the fuddcn violence of an impetu-

ous torrent to the vortex of a whirlpool, of which

the noife and turbulence ftill increafing as it is ap-

proached, are an earneft of quick and inevitable

deftrudlion •, while the wretched victims in an agony

of defpair and terror, cry out for that help which

they know to be impoflTible, and fee before them
the dreadful abyfs in which they are about to be

plunged and dalhed among the rocks at the bottom.

Even animals which have come too near the vor-

tex, have exprefled the utmoft terror, when they

find the ftream irrefiftible. Whales are frequently

carried away, and the moment they feel the force

of the water, they ftruggie againft it with all their

might, howling and bellowing in a frightful man-
r r. The like happens frequently to beafs, who at*

tempt c fwim to the ifland to prey upon the (heep.

It is the opinion of Kircher, that the Maleftrom
is a fea vortex, which attra(^s the flood under the

(h^i^ of Norway, and difcharges it again in the

gulph of iiothnia : but this opinion is now known
to be erroneous, by the return of the fliattercd frag-

ments of whatever happens to be fucked down by
i. The large (lems of firs and pines rife again i'o

Ihivered and fplintered, that the pieces look as if co-

vered with briftles. The whole phsenomena s.,c the

effedls of the violence of the daily ebb and rlood,

Vol. iV.
^

G " v, occa'ion^:d
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occafioned by the contraflion of the ftream in m
courfe between the rocks.

The climate of Norway is much more various than

in moft other European countries, it extending three

hundred Norway miles * from Cape Lindefnacs in the

fouth, to the north cape on the borders of RulTia. In

the fummer nights the horizon, when unclouded, i$

fo clear and luminous, that at midnight one may do

all kinds of work as in the day , and in the extremi*

ty of this country toward the iflands of Finmark, the

fun is continually in view in the midft of fummer,

and is obferved to circulate day and night round the

north pole. On the other hand, in the depth of

winter the fun is invifible for fome weeks ; all the

light perceived at noon being a faint glimmering of

about an hour and a half's continuance •, which, as

the fun never appears above the horizon, chiefly

proceeds from the reflexion of the rays on the higheft

mountains, whofe fummits are feen more clearly than

any other objeds. But befidc the moon-lhine, which

by refiexion from the mountains is exceeding bright

in the valleys, the people receive confiderable relief

from the Aurora Borealis, or northern lights, which

cfctn afford them all the light necefTary to their

ordinary labours.

On the eaft fiue of Norway, the cold of winter ge-

nerally fets in about the middle of October, and

lalls till the middle of April. The waters are con-

gealed to a thick ice, and the mountains and valleys

covcied with fnow. However, this is of fuch im-

portance to the welfare of the country, that in a mild

winter, the peiifants who live among the mountains,

are confiderable fufferers : for without fevere froft

and fnow, they can. neither convey the timber they

• The common miles of Norwny nre computed to be aboat one

fourth larger chau a German ;nilc, or nearly equal to Eve or fix

Endithmilcf.

7 V
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have felled to the rivers, nor carry their corn, butter,

furs, and other commodities, in their (ledges, to th«

market-towns; and after the fale of them carry back

the neceflaries they are there fupplied with. For the

largeft rivers, with their roaring catarads, are ar-

refted in their courfe by the froft, arid the very'

fpittle IS no fooner out of the' mouth, than it is

congealed, and rolls along the ground like hail But

the wife Creator has given the inhabitants of this cold

climate a greater variety of prefervatives' againft the;

v/eathcr, than moft countries afford. Extenfiv^

forefts fupply theni with plenty of tinibei^ for build-

ing, and for fuel: the wool of the Iheep, and the

furs and flcins of wild beads, furnilh them with

warrii lining for their cloaths, and covering for theii'

beds : innumerable flights of wild fowl fupply then!

with down and feathers: the mountains themfelveS

ferve them for fences againft the north and eaft 'ivindsi

and their caverns afford them fhelter.

But while the winter rages thus in the eaft of

Norway, the lakes and bays on the weft fide are

kept open by the warm exhalations of the ocean,

though lying in a diredt liiie with thefe frozen

eaftern parts •, and the frofts are ftldom known to

laft above a fortnight or three Weeks. Even in the

centre of Germany, which is two hundred leagues

nearer the line, the winters are generally more fevere,

and the frofts fharper than in the diocefe of Bergen

:

for here the inhabitants often wonder to read in the

public papers, of froft and fnow in Poland and Ger-

many, when they feel no fuch weather. The har-

bours of Amfterdam, Haimburgh, Copenhagen, and
Lubeck, are frozen ten times oftener than ours -, for

with us this feldom happens above two or three times

in a whole century. Thus our winter at Bergen is

fo moderate that the feas are always open to the

filhermen and mariners, and here the north fea con-

tinues navigable during the w^ole winter as far as

the 80th or 8 2d decree. ,
.
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In the fummer months the weatfier is not only-

warm but very hot. Thcfe violent heats, which are,

however, of (hort duration, may be partly derived

from the valleys inclofcd within high mountains,

where the reverberation of the rays of the fun on
all fides heat the air; and as there is almoft no nighty

neither the atmofphcre nor the mountains have time

to cool. Indeed there cannot be a more deciflve

proof of the fummer*s heat in Norway, than that fc-

veral vegetables (and particularly barley) grow iq>

and ripen within fix weeks or two months.

The air is pure and falubrious, cfpecially in the

middle cf the country about the mountains, where

the inhabitants know little of (icknefs. Phyficians

are only to be found in the chief towns, where they

are eftablifhed with a public falary ; but have gene-

rally very little employment. However, Bergen and

all the eadern coalr, is fo fubjedb to frequent rains,

that the women, when they go abroad, in all wea-

thers wear a woollen or filkcn black veil over their

Iieads, while the men fecure themfclves by wearing

Vain-hats, made like umbrellas.

Korway contains a vaft number of mountains,

Tome of which extend themfehres in a long chain

from north to fouth, while others are fcattered about,

and furrounded by, a level country. The chain al-

ready mentioned is faid to equal at lead the Alps in

height ; and abounds with frightful caverns of an

amazing exter.t. Hearing at the parfonage of Oer-

Ikoug, that from the fide of a neighbouring moun-

•tain called Limer, iffued a ftream, over which was a

cavern, I refolved to take a view of it, and furnilhed

myfelf with a tinder-box, candles, a lanthorn, and a

long line to ferve me as a clue to find the way our.

The afcent to it being extremely fteep, we were ob-

liged to climb with our hands as well as feet, and

f)mctimes were hard put to it to clear our way through

the bufhes, After getting through the thicket which

almoft. hides the mouth of the cavern, I beheld a"... vaulted
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vaulted paflage of pure marble without the lead flaw«

but with feveral angles and protuberances To bright

as to refemblc a pafte moulding into fmooch globu-

lar forms. The paflfage continues about one hun-

dred paces in a ftiaight direction ; then winds to the

right with afcents and defcents -, in fome places grow-

ing narrower, and in others widening to double its

former breadth, which was about four or five ells^i

thus two perfons might go abrcad, only we were

now and then obliged to (loop and even creep,

when we felt a damp vapour, which prevented my
going To far as I intended. Another thing remark-

•able was the terrible roaring of the waters under us,

the courfe ofwhich was what mod excited my won-
der, as over it lies a pavement of fmooth done, in«

dining a little on each fide, but flat in the middle,

and not above three fingers thick, with fome cre-

vices, through which the water may be feen.

The inhabitants of a mountainous country may be

laid to labour under more inconveniencies than

others. Thus the arable ground is here but little in

<:ompanrQn with the wades and defarts, which oblige^

<the mhabitants to procure half of their fubfidence

from the Tea : the villages are fmall, and the houfesf

icattered among the valleys. E^it in fome places the

peafants houfes dand fb high, and on the edge of
deep precipices, that ladders are fixed to climb up
to them : fo that when a clergyman is fent for, who
IS unpradifed in the road, he rifks his life in afcend-

ing them, efpecially in winter, when the ways are

(lippery. In fuch places the bodies of the dead mud
be let down with ropes, or be brought on men's
backs before they are laid in a coffin, and, at fome
didance from Bergen, the mail mud likeivife in winter

be drawn over the deeped mountains.

One of the principal inconveniences, efpecially to

travellers, arifes from the roads : they cannot with*

oyi (^rror^fs leveral places, even in the king*s road

- O $ , ,: V »vcr
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over the fides of fteep and oraggy mountains ; on

ways that arc cither (hored up, or fufpended by iron

bolts fixed in the mountains, and though not above

the breadth of a foot path, have no rails on the fide.

If two travellers were to meet there in the night, and

pot fee each other fcon enoush to flop where the

road will fuffcr thehi to pafs, it appear? to me, as it

does to others whom 1 have aflced, that they muft

flop fhort, without being able to pafs by each other,

or to find a turni^ig for their horfes, or evpn to alight.

The only refource I can imagine in.tjiis difficulty is,

that one muft endeavour to cling to fome cliff of this

fteep mountain, or if help be at hand, be drawn up
by a rope, and then throw his horfe headlong down
a tremendous precipice, in order to makt; room for

the other traveller to pafs. .

Another evil refulting from the mountains, is the

Ihelter they afford in their caverns and clefis to the

wild beafts. Which render it difficult to extirpate

them. It is not eafy to defcribe the havock made by

the lynxes, foxes, bears, and efpeciajly wolves, among
the cattle, and other uieful animals. It often hap-

pens, that the cows, fheep, and go^its belonging tq

the peafants fall down the precipices and are dcftrqy-

jcd. Sometimes they rpake a falfe ftep into a projec-

tidn called a mpuhtain-hamrner, where they can

neither afcend nor defcend: on this occafion a peafant

chearfully ventures his life for aftieep or a goat ; and

defcendihg from the top of a niountain by a rope of

fome hundred fathoms in length, he flings his body

on a crofs ftick, till he can fet his foot on the place

where his goat is 5 when he faftens it to the rope to

be drawn up along with himfelf. But the moft

amazing circumftance is, he runs this rifle with the

help of only a fingle perfon, who holds the end of

the rope, or faftens it to a ftone, if there be one at

hand. There are inftances of the afllftant himfclf

having been dragged dov/n, and facrificing his life

from fidelity to his frieiid, oa which both have pe-
*^7'
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ce room for

lefts to the

tiflied. On thefe melancholy accidents, when msHi

or beaft falls fome hundred fathoms down the pre-

cipices, it is obferved that the air prefies with fuch

force againft their bodies thus falling, that they are

not only deprived of life long before they reach the

ground, but their bellies burft, and their entrails

gufh out i which is plainly the cafe when they fall

into deep water.
'

;?

On the othei hand, a great chain of thefe moun-
tains ferve as a barrier between Norv/ay and Sweden.»

and are excellent natural fortrefles for the defence,

of thofe ftates. Befide, thefe mountains exhibit the

moll delightful profpefls : nature has here been mod
profufely favourable in add'ng greater beauties to the

fituation of cottages and farm-houfes, than can be

enjoyed by royal palaces in other countries, though

afliifted with all the varieties of groves, tetrafles, ca-

nals, and cafcades. A predeeeflbr of mine is faict

to have given the name of the Northern Italy to

the diftriS of Waas, which lies fome leagues p the'

eaftward of Bergen; and certainly there cannot be a

more inchanting • profpe£t. All the buildings in it

are the church, the parlbnage, and a few farm-houfes

fcattered on different eminences. The beauty of the

place is much heightened by two uniforni moun-
tains gradually 'rifmg to a vaft height, betwixt which
runs a valley near half a league in breadth, and a

river which fometimes precipitates itfelf down the

rocks in foaming catarads, and at others fpreads it-

felf into fmall lakes. On both fides it is bordered'

with the finell meadows, intermingled with little

thickets, and by the eafy declivities of the verdant

mountains covered with fruitful fields and farm-,

houfesy (landing above each other in a fuccefllon*

of natural terraffes. Between thefe a (lately forefl

prefents itfdf to the view, and beyond that, the fum- ,.

mits of mountains covered with peip^tual fnowj

and ftill beyond thefe ten or twelve dreams ilTuing

G 4 from
,
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(rom the fnow* mountain, form an agreeable contrail

in their meandprs along the blooming fides of the

hill, till thpy lofe thpmfclves in the rivers beiieath.

,

From the majiy fprings iffuing from the moun-
tuns, and the vaft mafles of fnow accumulated on

their fujnmits, whence in fummer they gently dif^

folve, are formed many confider^ble rivers, the largeft

of which is the Glaamen or Glommen -, but none of

them are navigable far ^p the country* the pa0age

being every where interrupted by rocks and cataracts.

The bridges over them are no where, that I remem-
ber, walled, but merely formed of timber cafes filled

with ftones, which ferve for t;he piers, on which the

timbers are laid. The largeft bridge of this kind is

a thoufand paces ip length, and has forty-three ftone

cafes. In many places, where the narrownefs and

rapidity of the current M'ill not admit of finking

ftone cafes, thick mafts are laid on e^ch iide on the

(bore, with the thjckeft end faftened to the rocks 5

one npail being thus laid '\i\ th^ water, another is

placed lupon it, reaching a fathom beyond it, and
then a third or fourth, in the like manner, to the

middle of the ftream, where it is joined by other

conneifbed mads from the oppofite fide. Thus in

palfing over the bridge, efpecially in the middle, it

leems to fwing, which to thofe who are not ufed to

thefe bridges appears fo dangerous, that they alight

from their horfes, till they imagine themf^lves fafe.

Within the bowels of fpme of ihp mount^s are

^e moi| beautifpl kpds pf marble. The mountain^

^Ifo contain that f^rprifing fqbftance called the mag-
net or loadftone, in fuch quantities that fome tons of

it have been exported. They likewife yield the ami-

anthus or aibe(kos, qf wjiich ^ncpmbuftibk linen or

paper have bjsen made.

Having heard of forne wood petrified by a certain

fpring, I wrote for fome famples, and a large parcel

pf jt was fent me. At fir|^ I thought it refembled

riiS3*T-.
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hsak that had lain a long time in the winter ; but upon

fL narrower inipe6kion, ^nd drawing out fome of the

filaments, I found it to he amianthus, much finer

phan the Greenland ftone-flax, which the rev. Mr.

Egede fays, is ufed there as wick* in the lamps, with-

out being in the leail wafted, while fupplied with oil

or fat. This amianthus, from the foftnefs and fine^

nefs oi its fibres, deferves to be called ftone-filk,

rather than (lone -flax : I alfo made a wick for a lamp

of it, but its light being much dimmer than that

produced by cotton, I laid it afide. I have alTo in

my poffefllon a piece ofpaper of this albeftos, which

when thrown into a fierce fire is not in the leaft waft-

ed, but what was written on it totally difappears.

The manner of preparing this ftone-filk or done-

flax, is this i after its being foftened in water, it is

beaten with a moderate force, till the fibres, or long

threads, feparate from each other: afterward they are

carefully and repeatedly waihed till dear of all terrene

particles ; when the flax is dried in a fieve. All that re-

mains now is to fpin thefe fine filaments, wherein

great care is required : befides whichi the fingers muft

be foftened with oil, that the thread may be the more
fupple and pUant.

It is remarkable, that though this country thus

abounds in fbones, no flints have been yet found there,

fo that thofe for fire-arms are imported from Den-
mark or Germany : but though there are no flints,

there are amathifts, gamejts, chalcedonies, agate, jaf-

per, and cryflals.

This country formerly produced gold, but the

expence of working the mines, and feparating the

gold from the ore being greater than the profit,

they have been neg1e£led. There are, however, fil-

ver mines of great value, which give employment to

fcveral thoufand perfons. The copper mines are

likewife extremely rich, and employ vaft numbers.

Iron is alfo one of the mofl: profitable producSis of

, Norway -, here are however fome lead mines, but

ftpije of cither tin or quickfilver.

The
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f The country produces wheat, rye, barley, white,'

^ey and green peas j vetches, ufed as provender for

horfes ; hops, flax, and hemp ; many kinds of roots

and'greens for th6 kitchen, with a confiderablc num-
ber of hardy flowers. Several forts of plums attain

to a tolerable ripenefs, which can very fcldom be faid

of peaches, apricots, or grapes. However, apples

and pears of feveral kinds are found all over the

country •, but the greateft part of thefe are fummer
fruits, which ripen early, tor the winter fruit feldom
comes to perfedion, unlefs the fummer proves hot-

ter, and the winter fets in later than ufual.

-But though with refped to fruit-trees Norway
muft be acknowleged inferior to mofl: countries in

Europe, yet this deficiency is liberally compenfated

in the bleflings of inexhaufl:ible forelts : fo that in

moft provinces imtnenfc fums are received from fo-

reigners for mafts, beams, planks, boards, &c. Not
to mention the home confumption for houfes built

entirely of \«ood, ftips, and bridges: and the in-

finite number of foundaries, require an immenfe
quantity of charcoal, in the fufion of metals, befide

the demands for ftiel and other domefl:ic ufes. To
which mufl: be added, that in many places the woods
are felled only to clear the ground and be burnt; the

afties ferving for manure. ^^m^-

Among the animals, we fliall begin with the horfes,

which are better for riding than drawing j their walk
is eafy, they are full of fpirit, and are very fure-

footcd : when they mount or defcend a fl:eep cliflf,

on ftones like fteps, they firft tread gently with one

foot, to try if the fl:one they touch be faft; and in

this they mufl: be left to themfelves, or the beft rider

will run the rifle of his neck. But when they are to.

go down a very fleep and flippery place, they, in a

furprifing manner, draw their hind-legs together under

them, and Aide down *. They flicw a great deal g£

• See a like method praftifed by the mules of Peru, in Ulloa's.

voyage in vol. i. of this colle^oti, .;„., ^r, r,hT4^*» -'' '<.fn'r

Vi-i ^m^
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courage in fighting with the wolves or bears, which

they are often obliged to do ; for when the horfe per-

ceives any of them near him, and has a mare or

e;elding with him, he places them behind him-, at-

tacks his antagonift by ftriking at him with his fore-

letys, and ufually comes off conqueror. If he turns

about to kick with his hind legs he is ruined : for the

bear, who has double his ftrength, inftantly leaps on

his back, while the poor horfe gallops on, until he

drops down for the lofs of blood.

The Norway cows are generally of a yellow co-

lour, as are alfo the horfes i they are fmall ; but their

flefti is fine grained, juicy, and well tafted.

The fheep here are fmall, and refcmble thofe of

Denmark. The goats, in many places, run wild in

winter and fummer in the fields, till they are ten or

twelve years old -, and when the peafant who owns
them, is to catch them, he muft either do it by fome
fnare, or lioot them. They are fo bold, that if a
wolf approaches th»;m, they flay to receive him, and
if they have dogs with them, they will refill a whole
herd. They frequently attack the fnakes, and when
they are bit by them, not only kill their antagonifts

but eat them, after which they are never known to •

die of the bite, though they are ill for feveral days.

The owner warms their own milk, and waftiejs the

fore with it.

'Near Roftad, is a flat and naked field, on which no
vegetable will grow, the foil is almoft white with grey

ftripes, and has fomewhat of fo peculiarly poifonous

a nature, that though all other animals may fafely

pafs over it, a goat or a kid no fooner fets its foot

upon it, than it drops down, flretches out its legs,

its tongue hangs out of its moiith, and it expires it it

has not inftant help.

There are few hogs in Norway," and not many of
the common deer ; but the hares, which in the cold

Jcafon change from brown or grey to a fnpw white^.
*• S-

•«•»"«* ..T».^«^ «•

-JJiU>\'.i :Sj^ap;
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^re very cheap in winter. Here are alfo in fome
parts ot tliis country elks, but they arc not numer-

ous. The reia-dcef, however, run wild in herds,

and are (hot for food by the inhabitants. Thele

animals conftitute the greateft, and almolt the only-

riches of the Finlapland^rs, who live upon the miU^
the cheefc they make of it, and on their flefli. They
make their ploathing, tents, and bed-covering of
their (kins -, and of the tendons they make their few-

jng thread. In Finmark, there are vaft numbers of

them both wild and tame, and many a man has there

from fix or eight hundred to a thoufand of thefe ufe-

ful creatures which never come under cover : they

follow him wherever he is pleafed to ramble, and
when they are put to a fledge, tranfport his goods

from one place to another. They provide for them-
felves, and live chiefly on mofs, and on the buds
;and leaves of trees. They fupport themfelves on
-very little nourifliment, and are neat, clean, and en-

tertaining creatures.

It is remarkable, that when the rein-deer flieds his

horns, and others rife in their ftead, they appear at

firft covered with a flsin ; and till they are of a finger's

length, are fo foft, that they may be cut with a knife

like a faufage, and are delicate eating even raw:
therefore the huntfmcn, when far out in the country,

and pinched for want of food, eat them, and find that

they fatisfy both their hunger and thirft. When the

horn grows bigger, there breeds within the fl^in %
worm which eats away the root. The pein-deer has

over his eye-lids a kind of (kin, through which he
peeps, when otherwife, in tlie hard fnows, he would
be obliged to fliut his eye entirely.

The hurtful beafts are the bears and wolves already

mentioned *, the lynx ; vaft numbers of white, red»

and black foxes } and the glutton, a creature which
few other countries know any othcfwife than by
report. This animal receives its name from its vora-

cious appetite j" it in fize and fliapc has fome refem-

i^^'
"

bjance
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blance to a long-bodied dog, with thick legs, fliarp

claws and teeth -, his colour is black, variegated with

brown and yellowilh ftrcaks. He has the boldnefs

to attack every beaft he can poflibly conquer, and if

he finds a carcafe fix times as big as htmfelf, he does

not leave ofi^ eating as long as there is a mouthflii

kft: when thus gorged, he prefles and fqueezes

hiffliclf between two trees that Hand near together,

and thus empties himfelf of what he has not time to

digeft. As his flcin fhines like damaik, and is cover-

ed with foft hair, it is very precio^ ; it is therefore

well worth the huntfman's while to kill him without

wounding the Ikin, which is done by fhooting him

with a bow, and blunt arrows.

The marten is alfo hunted on account of its (kin,

as is likewife the fquirrel and the ermine, both of
which are therefore mot with blunt arrows: I am in

doubt whether the ermine be difierent in kind from
the Dani(h weafcl : its valuable ikin is of a beautiful

white, and it has a black fpot on the tail. The er-

mines run after mice like cats, and drag away what
they catch, particularly eggs, which are their niceH

iielicacy. Here alfo are caftors, badgers, otters, and
hedgehogs.
^ Among the mice, fbme are thought poifonous, and
others are remarkable for their being white, and their

having red eyes. But the moft pernicious vermin is

a little animal, called the lasmus or lemming, which

is between the fize of a rat and a moufe ; the tx^X is

ihort, and turned up at the end, and the legs are r'la

fo fhort that they fcarce keep the belly from the

ground. They have very (hort hair, and are of dif-

ferent colours, particularly black, with yellow and
brown in ftreaks, and fome in fpots. About once or
twice in every twenty years, they aflemble from their

fecret abodes in prodigious numbers, like the meflen-

gers of heaven to punifh the neighbouring inha-

bitants; They proceed fro(b Kolens rock, which
divides the Nordland manoi' from Sweden, and is

.
- held
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held to be their peculiar and native place'; marching!

in vafl: niultitudes through Nordland and Finmark to

the wedern ocean -, and other bodies of thenri through
SwediOi Lapmark to the Sinus Bothnicus, devouring

all the grafs and vegetables in their way. They do
this in a dired line, and going flraight forward pro-

ceed into the rivers of the fea; thus if they meet with

a boat on any frelh water river, they run in at one end
or fide, and out again at the other, in order to keep
their courfe. They carry their young with them on
their backs, or in their mouths ; and if they meet
with peafants who come to oppofe them, they will

fland undaunted, and bark at them like dogs. This
evil is, however, of no long duration-, for on en-

tering the fea, they fwim as long as they are able,

and then are drowned i if they are flopped in theic

courfe, fo that they cannot reach the fea, they are

killed by the frofts of winter, and if they efcape,

mofl of them die as foon as they eat the new grafs.

As to the reptiles, there are neither land fnakes nor

toads beyond the temperate zone; and even thofe

fnakes on , the extremities of the temperate climate,

are lefs poifonous than in more fouthern countries

:

lizards are here of various colours, as brown, green,

and ftriped. Thofe that are green are found m the

fields, and the others in the cracks and holes of

rocks.

Among the fowls are moft of thofe fcen in the

reft of Europe, and fome of them peculiar to this

country : of thofe that are in a manner peculiar to this

country is the francolin, an excellent land bird, which

ferves the Norwegians inftead of the pheafant ; its

flefh being white, firm, and of a delicious tafte.

The black cap is almoft as Irnall as the wren j the

body is black and yellow,, it is white under the belly,

and the top of the head is black. Thefe birds keep

near the houfes, and are fuch lovers of meat, that the

farmers can hardly keep them from, it, and therefore

caich them like micein atrap^
'

-^

'""
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In fliort, there are here fuch incredible numbers

of lea and land fowl near tne rocks on the fea-lhore,

that they fometimes obfcure the fight of the heavens

for many miles out at fea, fo that one would imagine

all the fowl in the univerfe were gathered together in

one flock. - * t! -•^*

Norway is alfo as plentifully fupplied with fifli as

any country in the world. :^

Hitherto the bilhop has defcribed only fuch ani-

mals as we may eafily credit the exiftence of; but he

now proceeds to the mention of fome which will per-

haps appear rather apocryphal : however, the rela-

tion will not be unentertaining -, and the bilhop does

not deliver the defcriptions from his own knowlege.—
The hav-manden and hav-fruen, the mer-man and

mer-maid, are faid to be often feen in the North Sea.

In the diocefe of Bergen, and manor of Nordland,

are feveral hundred perfons of credit and reputation,

who affirm, with the ftrongeft aflurance, that they

have feen this creature fometimes at a diftance, and

at other times clofe to their boats ereft, and formed
like a human creature down to the middle; the reft

they could not fee. Our author has examined feveral

of the witneffes with all poflible precaution, and fpund

them agree invariably with the defeription publiihed

by Jablonlky and Kircher. . He brings an evidence

who had feen one out of the water, and handled it,

viz. the reverend Mr. Peter Angel, minifter at Sund-
moer, living when this hiftory was wrote, and who
declares, that in 1719, being then twenty years old,

himfelf arid feveral other inhabitants faw a mer-man,
dead, on a point of land, with, feveral fea-animals.

Its length was three fathoms, its colour grey, the

lower part like a filh, with a porpoife*s tail. The
face relembled a man's -, the npfe flat and preflcd

down to the face, in which the noftrils were very

vifible. The breaft was near the head ; the arms,

which feemed to hang by the fide, were joined by a

thin membrane ; and the hands, to appearance, were

like
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like the paws of a fea-calf. Mr. •Strom, another

clergyman, relates that a mer-man and a fea^alf were

both found dead on a rock, all bloody i from whence

it was conjectured they had killed each other. Mr.
Kandulf, reftorof the place, endeavoured to prefcrvc

the mer-man *, but the peafants had unluckily cut

both to pieces for the fat. In regard to fize they dif-

fer remarkably, according to the fifhermen, from
that called mar-male, or mar-moete, (the difierent

icxes) which our author calls a well known fea-ani^

mal, and thinks it may be a dwarf of the fame fpe-

cies. This is often caught on hooks, of different

iizes, from that of a child of one year old to three

;

and the bifhop thinks, till it is further enquired into,

it may be fuppofed, though he does not affirm it to

be, the infant of the former. But the ftrongeft and

iateft proofof the mer-man's exiftence happened in

Denmark. On September 20, 1723, three ferrymen,

viz. Peter Gunnerfen, Nicholas Jenfen, and Jappe
Jcnfcn, were, by his majefty's orders, examined upon
oath before Fred. Van Gram, privy-counfellor, and

depofed in fubftance, that two months before, being

towing a (hip arrived from the Baltic, at the diftance

of a quarter of a Norway mile, they rowed up to

fomething floating like a dead body. When they

came within feven or ei^ht fathoms, it appeared as

at firft $ for it had not ftirred, but funk at that in-

flant, and came up again immediately almoft at the

fame place. Frighted at this, they lay ftill, and let-

ting the boat float, the monfter, by the help of the

current, came ftill nearer to them. He turned his

face, and ftared at the men, which gave them a good
opportunity of examining him narrowly. He re-

mained in the fame place for half a quarter of ar^

hour, and was feen above the water down to his

brea^. At laft, apprehending fome danger, they

began to retire ; on which he blew up his cheeks,

made a kind of roaring noife, and dived without

lifmg any more. He appeared to them Ike a ftrong-

•^ " limbed.



of NORWAY. 97

limbed, broad-fhouldered old man, his head fmall ill

proportion, with Ihort curled black hair, with a black

beard ; his eyes deep in his head, his (kin coarfe, and

very hairy. Gunnerfcn added, (which the others did

not obferve) that about the body downward he was

quite pointed like a Hfh ; and depofed, at the fame

time, that about twenty years before, he had fecrt

near CuUeor, a mer-maid with long hair and large

breads. The weather was fine and calm. That this

okamination was taken in the mod regular add exafU

manner, is attefted by Andrew Bufljeus.

The foe-ormen, or fea-fnake, is indeed an amaiing

and terrible fea-monfter j to procure credit to which^

our author gives many general teftimonies of its exift-

ence, previous to the defcription which muft fuppofe

it. He acknowleges it is feldom i'cen, evert on the

coaft of Norway, though he fuppofes that the only

place in Europe, or indeed in the known world,

where this great peculiar fea-fnake is feen at all. He
adds, that in all his enquiry about them, he has hardl/

fpoke with any intelligent perfon, born in the manor
of Norland, who was not able to give a pertinent

anfwcr concerning, and flrong affurances of, the ex-

iftence of this fifh •, and fome of thofe traders^ ieom-

ing yearly to Bergen, think it as ridiculous to quef-^

tion its exiflence^ as that of an eel or cod. To give,

a ftill more recent and authentic teftimony of this

monfier, which, at the fame time^ exhibits fome de-

fcription of it, we have that of captain Laurence de
Ferry, a commander in the navy, who doubted of
it, till he was convinced by ocular demonftration;

His letter follows at length, and contains in fubftance,

that in a very calm, hot day in Auguft^ 1 746, be-

ing in his boat with eight lowers at Jule-nefs, and
reading, he heard a noife among the men^ and ob-
ferved the helms-man keep off from the land^ Ori

enquiring the occafion, he was informed a fea-fnakd

was before then:i. He ordered them to come up
with it, which they did, though afraid; The fnakt:"

Vol. IV. H , paffed
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paflfed by them, and thty tsicked to get neifer to It

As it fwam fatter than they could toW, the captain

difcharged a gun at it, on which the fnake ihHtiedi-

ately funk without rifing ; and as the water about It

appeared thick and red, ^nd the diftattce Wis rmail,

the captain thittks it itiight be wounded. The head^

which it held more thin two feet aboVfe water^ re^

iembled a horfe's ; it was grey, with a quite blatk,

and very large mouth •, had black eyes, artd a loftg

white mane, hanging from the neck to the Ibrface #
the water. Eefide the head artd neck, they faw feVett

or eight folds of the fnake, which were very thick,

and, as far as they could griefs, there was the diftahce

of a fathom between each fold. To witnefs the truth

of this, two of the rowers, Nicholas Pederien Kop-
per, and Nicholas Nicholfon Anglewigen, inhabitants

of Bergen depofed in court, in diie form, before the

king's chief advocate irt Bergen, the recorder, and
nine fworn burghers, on the 2 2d of February, 1751.

A copy of the atteftation, under their hands and
feals, being granted by the recorder to Mr. Reutz,

the procurator for cipt. de Ferry, from whom the let-

ter had been addrefled to him.
' Though one, the bilhop proceeds, cannot haVe an

opportunity of taking the exadt dimenftoAs of this

creature, yet ail that have feen him are OhahimouS in

affirming, as well as they can judge at a diftance, it

appears to be 600 Englifh feet long ; that it lies on

the furface of the water (when it is very calm) in ma-
ny folds, and that there ire, in a line with the h6ad,

fom.e fmall parts of the back to be feen above the

water, when he moves or bends. Thefe at ^ diftance

appear like fo many hogfheads ftoating, with a coilli-

derable diftance between each. Five and twenty

folds are the greateft number which are well attefted.

The forehead is broad and high. The whole aftimal

- is of a dark-brown colour, but variegated with light

ftreaks or fpots, that fliine like tortoife-fhell. The
eyes are faid to be very large> bluifh, and to refemble
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^ couple of bright pcwter-plates. The fpecies in the

Norwegian fea does not fpout up the water like ^.

whale, but puts it by its motion, into a great agita-

tion, and makes it run like the current of a mill. The
ikin of it is as fmooth as glafs, without the lead

wrinkle, except about the neck, from whence the

mane arifes.* That there is another monftrous kind

of fea-fnake, and particularly about Greenland, ap-

pears in fome paflages cited by the bilhop ; but par-

ticularly by an extraft from the reverend Mr. Egede*s

journal, who was appointed to the million there, and
who affirms, * That on the 6th of July, 1734, there

appeared a very large and frightful fea-monfter, which
raifed itfelf fo high out of the water, that its head
reached above the main-top. It had a long fharp

fnout, fpouted water like a whale, and had very broad

paws. The body feemed to be covered with fcales,

the fkin was uneven and wrinkled, and the lower pare

was formed like a fnake. After fome time it plun-

ged backward into the water, and then turned its

tail up above the furface, a whole Ihip-length from
the head.' A drawing of this monfter is annexed,

with a three-mafted veflel near it, doubtlefs to give

fome idea of its amazing proportion. . Mr. Egede
adds, that the body was as thick and big as the (hip

he failed in, whole tonnage, however, he does not

fpecify : but Mr. Bing, another miffionary, who took

the drawing, affirmed the eyes were red, and like

burning fire. The reader will- find a confiderable di-

verfity between this and the former fea-ferpent. The
bifliop mentions the opinion of Bernfen, in his Ac-
count of Norway, and the accounts of feme traders

informing that it fnapped a fingle.man out of a boat,

and has funk even a veflel of fome hundred tons bur-

then, by throwing itfelf acrofs it. The iifhermen,

when they cannot row away into fhallow water from
him, row againft fome of the folds above water, or

throw any ifcuttle fo as to touch him, on which he

generally dives, or 'csakcs another courfe. If they

H z imagine
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imagine themfelvcs purfucd by it, they tack their

boat fo, that the fnake muft face the fun in his pur-

fuit, which his eyes cannot bear ; befide, the Icaft

wind is faid to drive him to the bottom. July and

Auguft are the only months in which he rifes to the

furface •, at which time his excrements (the flench of

which is thought poifonous) have been feen floating

on the water like a fat flime.

But a much greater, and indeed the moft enormous

animal that has ever been mentioned, with expe6tation

of gaining a ferious alTent, is theKRAKEN, as we are

told it is named by way of eminence ; whence it pro-

bably fignifies the Creature. By others it is called

Crabben, from its fuppofed refemblance to a crab,

being round, flat, and full of arms or branches. As

this immane montier is likely to exercife the reader's

faith and imagination ftill more than the fea-ferpent,

we could wifti the evidence of it had been at leaft as

particulaj^ and cogent, which is not altogether the

cafe. Now as a full grown Kraken has never been

feen in all its parts and dimenfions, an accurate fur-

vey of which muft employ fome time, and not a little

motion, it is impoflible to give a compleat defcrip*

lion of one. Neverthelefs we fliall fubmit the pro-

bability of its exift:ence on the beft information our

author could coUeft, which feems to have fixed his

own belief of it.

' Our fifliermen,' fays the author, ' unanimoufly

and invariably afiirm, that when they are feveral miles

from the land, particularly in the hot fummer days,

and by their diftance, and the bearings of fome points

of land, expedt from eighty to a hundred fathoms

depth, and do not find but from twenty to thirty;

and more eipecially if they find a more than ufuai

plenty of cod and ling, they judge that the Kraken

is at the bottom : but if they find by their lines, that

the water in the fame place ftill fliallows on them,

they know he is rifing to the furface, and row off with

the grcatcft expedition, till they come into the ufual

. • found-
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foundings of the place; when, lying on their oars,

in a few minutes the monfter emerges, and Ihcws

himfelf manifeftly, though his whole body does not

appear. Its back, or upper part, which feems an

Englifh mile and an half in circumference, (fome have

affirmed more) looks at lirft like a number of fmall

iflands, furpounded with fomething that floats like

fea-weeds. At laft feveral bright points or horns ap-

pear, which grow thicker the higher they emerge,

and fometimes (land up as high and large as the

mafts of middle-fized^veflels. In a fhort time it

(lowly finks, which is thought as dangerous as its

rifing, as it caufes fuch a fwell and whirlpool as drawi

every thing down with it, like that of Maleftrom*.

The biftiop juftly regrets the on*iflion of, probably,

the only opportunity that ever has, or may be pre-

fented, of mrveying it alive, or feeing it entire when
dead. This, he informs us, once did prefent, on
the credit of the reverend Mr. Friis, minifler at Nord-
land, and vicar of the college for promoting Chrif-

tian knowlege; who informed him, that in 1680, a

Kraken came into the waters that run between the

rocks and cliffs near Alftahoug •, where, in turning

about, fome of its long horns caught hold of fome
adjoining trees, which it might have eafily torn up

;

but that it was alfo entangled in fome clifts of the

rocks, whence it could not extricate itfelf, but pu-

trified on the fpot. Our author has heard of no per-

fon deftroyed by this monfter, but relates a report of
the danger of two fifhermen, who came upon a part

of the water full of the creature's thick flimy ex-

crements which he voids for fome months, as he
feeds for fome other: they immediately ftrove to

row ofi^, but were not quick enough in turning to

fave the boat from one of the Kraken*s horns, which
fo crufhed the head of it, that it was with difficulty

they faved their lives on the wreck, though the wea-
ther was perfcdHy calm, the monfter never appear-

ing at other times. His excrement is faid to be
H 2 attraftive
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attradtive of other filh, on which he feeds ; which

property was probably neceflary, by reafon of his flovr

unwieldy motion, to his fubfiftence: as this flow mo-
tion again may be neceflary to the fecurity of fliips

of the greateft force and burthen, who muft be over-

whelmed on rencountering fvrch an immenfe animal,

if his velocity was equal to his weight : the Norwe-

gians fuppofing, that if his arms, (on which he moves,

and with which he takes his food) were to lay hold

of the largeft man of war, they would pull it down
to the bottom.

In confirmation of the reality of this animal, the

biftiop cites Dcbes's defcription of Faroe, for the ex-

iftence of certain iflands, which fuddenly appear, and

as fuddenly vanifh. ' Many fea-faring people, he adds,

give accounts of fuch, particularly in the North Sea,

which their fuperftition has either attributed to the

delufion of the devil, or confidered as inhabited by

evil fpirits.* But the bifhop fuppofes fuch miftaken

iflands to be nothing but the Kraken, called by fomc

the Soe trolden, or fea mifchief : in which opinion he

was greatly confirmed by the following quotation of

Dr. Hierne, a learned Swede, from baron Grippen-

hielm ; and which is certainly a very remarkable paf-

iage : viz. " Among the rocks about Stockholm there

is fometimes feen a track of land, which at other

times difappears and is feen again in another place.

Buraeus has placed it as an iOand in his map. The
peafants, who call it Gummars-ore, fay that it is not

always feen, and that it lies out in the open fea, hjit

I could never find it. Qn Sunday when I was out

amongft the rockfi, founding the coafts, it happened

that, in one place, I faw fom^thing like three points

of land in the fea, which furprifed me a little, and

1 thought I had inadvertently paflcd them over be-

fore. Upon this I called to a peafant, to enquire

for Gimmars-ore -, but when he came we could fee

. iiotiiing of it : upon which the peafant faid, all was

•^vcii, and that this prognofticated a llorm, or a great

'. \ c • quantity
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quantity of filh." Tq which our author fubjoins,

* Who cannot difcover that this Gummars-ore, with

its points, and prognoftications of filh, was the Kra-

Jcen, miftaken by Burasus for an iQand, who may
keep himfelf about that fpot where he rifes.* He
clofes with affirming, he could add much more con-

cerning this and other Norwegian monfters, whofe

exiftence he does not take upon him to deny -, but

that he does not chufe, by a mixture of uncertain

relations, to make fuch accounts appear doubtful, as

he believes to be true and well attefted.

It muft be confefled, indeed, that our natural pro-

penfity to the marvellous, and the frequent profu-

sion of writers in gratifying this propenfity, does

often render a certain regulation and continence of

affent both prudent and delicate. This delicacy,

however, is not without its proper limitations •, and

a competent enquirer will determine of every fur-

prifing relation, by the force and confiftence of the

evidence •, by the harmony or difcordance of the va-

rious circumftances refpefting it ; and by the analogy

of the objedt related with lefs rare and aftonifhing

appearances in nature. In the prefent inftances, and
particularly in that of the Kraken (not the moft di-

geftible of them) after paying but a juft refpeft to the

moral charafter, the reverend fundlion, and diligent

inveftigations of our author, we muft admit the pof-

fibility of its exiftence, as it implies no contradiftion

:

though it feems to encounter a general prepofleffioii

of the whale's being the largeft animal on our globe

;

and the eradica^on of any long prepofleflion is at-

tended with fomething irkfome to us. But were we
to fuppofe a falmon, or a fturgeon, the largeft fiih

any number of perfons had feen or heard of, and the

whale had difcovered himfelf as feldom, and but in

part, as the Kraken •, it is eafy to conceive, that the

exiftence of the whale had been as indigeftible to-

fuch perfons then, as that of the Kraken may be to

Others now. Some may incline to think, fuch an ex-

H 4 tcnfiye
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fenfive monfter would encroach on the fymmetry of
pature, and be over-proportionate to the fizc of the

clobc itfelf : as a little retrofpe^tion will inform us,

that the breadth of what is feen of him, fuppofing

jiim nearly round, muft be full 2600 feet, (if more
pval or crab-like, full 2000) and his thicknels, which

pay rather be called altitude, at leaft 300 -, our au-

thor declaring, he has chofen the lead circumference

mentioned of the animal, for the greater certainty;

Thefe dimenfions, neverthelefs, we apprehend, will

not argue conclufively aga nft the exiftence of the

animal, though confiderably againft a numerous in-

preare or propagation of it. In fa6l, the great fear-

city of the Kraken, his confinement to-the North
Sea, and perhaps to equal latitudes in the South -,

the fmall number propagated by the whale, who is

viviparous ; and by the largeft land animals, ofwhom
the elephant is faid to go near two years with young,

all induce us to conclude from analogy, that this

creature is not numerous. This coincides with a

paflage in a manulcript afcrib^d to Svere, king of

Norway, as it is cited by Ol. Wormius in his Mu-
faeum, p. 280, in Latin, which we fliall exa6lly tranf-

jate.—T—' There remains one kind, which they call

^ Hafgufe, whofe magnitude is unknown, as it is

feldom feen. Thofc who affirm they have feen its

body, declare it is more like an ifland than a beaft,

and that its carcafe was never found -, whence fome
imagine, there are but two of the kind in nature,*

Whether the vanjlhing ifland Lemair, of which cap-

tain Rodney went in learcti, was a Kraken, we fub-

piit to the fapcy of our readers. In fine, if the ex-

jftepce of the creature is admitted, it will feem a

fair inference, that (le is t:he fcarc^ft as well ^s largeft

in our worlds Bu^ to return to our author,

. The inhabitants of the mountains, in Norway, do
jhc wofjc of hprfes, for nine fucceffive hours, fing-

jpg all thie time ; and throw themfelves every half hour
g{i the fjiow, though in a profufe fweat, fucking it

'

.

' " ^ '
'

-
tq
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$0 flake their thirll, and without the leafl: apprehen-

^on of a cold or fever. All the peafants are, in ge-

neral, handy and ingenious, haying no tradefmen

^mong them, nor buying any things made up \n the

towns i as the farmers fay, no boy can ever make a

good man without being his own taylor, (hoemaker,

weavpr, fmifh, carpenter. See. &c. though without

derogating from their ingenuity, it' is moft probable^

that neceflity is, in a great meafure, the parent of it

;

as the produce of their foil would be unequal to the

employment of fuch a number of tradefmen. They
feem, however, to excel in carving with their toU-

knive (a broad Ihort one) fome of the grcateft artifi-

cial curiofities in the royal mufseum, confiding of

their carvings in wood. They do not fall (hort of the

prcnch in politenefs, whom he thinks them to re-

f^mble mod of any people -, their peafants being po-

liter than the Danilh burghers. Their character for

vajour appears not ill founded, on the fettlement

their progenitors forced in France, from whence many
of their pollerity came over into England with Wil-

liam, ftiled the Conqueror: but the mountaineers,

from the difficulties and dangers of their country, and

from the cuftom of bearing arms very early, to defend

themfelves againft beads ofprey, have fome advantage

on this point. Quarrelfomenefs and brutality, how-
ever, refult from this quality among them •, the peafants

have buckled themfelves together by the belts, and
fought with their fliprt knives till one was mortally

wounded : fo that, tijl the middle of the lad centur}'^,

f^ys our author, when a peafant's family was invited

to a wedding, the wife generally took her hud)and*s

ihroud i/fiih her.
; ,,

The farmers do nptMfe rye in their bread brlt at

weddings and entertainments, 0£lts being their gene-

ral corn ; ^nd in a fcarcity of grain they add a little

oatmeal to a greater quantity of the bark of fir pow-
dered, which makes a bitterilh and lefs nutritive bread

;

bl^t which, however, they accudom themfelves to in

plentiful
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plentiful feafons, to be prepared againft a time of

fcarcity. Indeed, in 1743, and 17449 they improved

their bread by fubftituting elm bark, which was bet-

ter tafted. In parts where there were great filherics,

they attempted to mix cod-roes with oatmeal ; but

this gave fome the bloody-flux. It feems odd, that

they chufe to let their fifh four before they fait it.

They make a (lock of ftrong ale againft Chriftmas,

chriftenings, fifc. but at other times regale on Mun-
gat, a very bad fmall beer, milk, and water, or wa-

ter and four whey. They are great lovers of tobacco,

expending annually feveral thoufand dollars in it,

which makes our author, as a patriot, wi(h for its

perfect produdion there ; fnuffthey properly enough
call Naefe-meel.

Their houfes are commonly built of whole trunks

of pine and fir-trees, chopped fo as to make them

lie clofe, and joined by mortifes. They are covered

firft with birch-bark, and over that three or four

inches thick with turf, wherein fervice-trees and good

grafs grows, whence many a farmer mows a pretty

load of hay from the top of his houfe. They arc

often let to three, four, or five families ; and have a

Staubaret for all their provifions at a diftance, for

fear of fire. Even the rich farmers have feldom any

windows, but a fky-light, called Liur, at; top of the

houfe, over which they place the midriff of fome

animal, in a frame, to keep out the rain. The mem-
brane is ftrong and tranlparent as a bladder ; it is

palled Siaa, and lifted on or off with a pole •, which

pole, every perfon coming on important bufinefs,

and efpccially on courtfhip, muft touch before they

utter a word. The fmoak paffes through the Liur

;

and kings, till the eleventh century, lived in fuch

houfes, The maftcr of the houfe, with all hispolite-

nefs, always fits at the upper end of the table on the

Hoy-Ssedet, [high feat] where he has a little cup-

board to lock up his vaiuable things. They burn

. the poots of thofe fir-trees that have been cut down

feveral
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feveral years, for tar. As a great part of their liveli-

hood is obtained from the water, many fpend half

their time on that element, and die in it j and though

their bodies are feldom found, they have a funeral

ceremony and fermon, called Gravfaeftelfe. A mini-

fter at Karfund affirmed, that during fifty years of hi$

refidence, there had not died above ten grown men
on Ibore ; and at Chriftianfand, they fay, moft of the

women have had five or fix hufbands.

The lakes and rivers furnifh the people with plenty

of frefh water fifh, and the mountains with game.

For their winter ftock they kill cows, (beep, and
goats ; part of which they pickle and fmoak, and
fome of it they cut in thin flices, fprinkle it with fait,

and then dry it in the wind, and eat it like hung beef.

They are fond of brandy, and of fmoaking and chew-
ing tobacco.

The Norwegians yfho live in towns have nothing

remarkable in their drefs; but the peafants do not

trouble themfelves about fafhions. Thofe called

ftrile-farmers have their breeches and (lockings of
one piece. They have a wide loofe jacket, made of

a coarfe woollen cloth ; as are alfo their waiftcoats';

and thofe who would appear fine, have the feams co-

vered with cloth of^ a different colour. The peafants

of one parifh are remarkable for wearing black cloaths

edged with red j another for wearing all black ; the

drefs of another parifii is white edged with black

;

others wear black and yellow ; and thus the inhabi-

^nts of iliiioil every parilh vary in the colour of their

cloaths. They wear a flapped hat, or a little brown,
grey, or black cap, made quite round, and the feams

ornamented with black ribbons. They have fhoes

of a peculiar conftrudlion, without heels, confiding

of two pieces i the upper leather fits clofe to the foot,

to which the fole is joined by a great many plaits and
folds. When they travel, and in the winter, they
yrear a fort of half-boots which reach up to the calf

pf the leg, ^nd are laced on one fide -, and when they
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go on the rocks in the fnow, they put on fnow-fhocs.

But as thefe arc troublcfomc when they go a great

Vfzy to travel, they pyt on fkates as broad as the foot,

but fix or eight feet long, and pointed before ; they

are covered underneath with feal-ikin, fo that the

fmooth grain of the hair turns backward to the heel.

With thefe fnow fkates they Aide about on the fnow

as well as they can upon the ice, and fader than any

horfe.

The peafant never wears a neckcloth, or any thing

of that kind, except wlien he is dreffed i for his neck

and breafl are always open, and he lets the fnow beat

into his bofom. On the contrary, he covers his

veins, binding a woollen fillet round his wrifts.

About their body they wear a broad leather belt,

ornamented with convex brafs plates ; to this hangs

a brafs chain, which holds their large knife, gimblet,

and other tackle.

The women at church, and in genteel aflemblies,

drefs themfelves in jackets laced clofe, and have lea*

ther girdles, with filver ornaments about them.

They alfo wear a filver chain three or four times

round the neck, with a gilt medal hanging at the

end of it. TJieir handkerchiefs and caps are almoft

covered with fmall filver, brafs, and tin plates, but-

tons, and large rings, fuch as they Wear on their fin-

gers, to which they hang again a parcel of fmall ones,

which make a gingling noife when they move. A
maiden-bride has her hair platted, and hung as full

as pofI)ble with fuch kind of trinkets, as alfo her

cloath$.

The pcafants are bufied in cutting wood, felling

and floating of timber, burning charcoal, and extraft-

ing of t?ir. Great numbers are employed in the mines,

and at the furnaces and (lamping mills ^ and alfo in

navigation and fifhing, befide hunting and (hooting

;

for every body is at liberty to purfue the game, cf-

pecially in the mountains, and on the heaths and

commons, where every peafant may make iife of

what arms he plcafcs.

The
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The catching of birds afFord fomc of the ihha*

fcitants a very good maintenance : but it is impofllble

to give a juft idea of the latigue and danger with

which the people fearch for tK^ birds in the high and

ftcep rocks, many of which zte above 200 fathomS

perpendicular. Thefe people, who arc called bird-

men, have two methods of catching them : they ei-

ther climb up thefe perpendicular rocks, or are let

down from the top by a ftrong and thick rope : whert

they climb up they have a large pole ofeleven or twelve

ells in length, with an iron hook at the end. They
who are underneath in a boat, or (land on a cliff, faf-

ten this hook to the waiftband of the man's breeches

who climbs, by which means they help him up to

the higheft projection he can reach, and fix his feet

upon. They then help up another to the fame place,

and when they are both up, give each his bird- pole,

and a long rope which they tie at each end round

their waifts. The one then climbs up as high as he

can, and where it is difficult, the other, by putting

his pole under his breech, pufhes him up till he gets

to a good ilanding-place : the uppermolt of the two

then helps the other up to him with the rope; and

thus they proceed till they get to the part where the

birds build, and there they fearch for them. As
they have many dangerous places yet to climb, one

always feeks a convenient place to (land fure, and be

able to hold himfelf faft, while the other is climbing

about. If the latter fhould happen to flip, he is

held up by the other who (tands firm ; and when he
has got fafe by thofe dangerous places, he fixes him-
felf in the fame manner, that he may afTift the other

to come fafe to him : and then they clamber about
after birds where they pleafe. But accidents fome-
times happen •, for if the one does not ftand firm, or

is not ftrong enough to fupport the other when he
flips, they both fall and are killed -, and thus fome
perifh every year.

When they thus reach the places that arc feldom
vifited, they find the birds fo tame that they may

take
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take thetn with their hands \ for they arc loth to leave

their young -, but where they are wild, they either

throw a net over them in the rock, or entangle thofe

that are flying with a net fixed to the end of their

poles. Thus they catch vaft numbers of fowls, and

the boat keeping underneath them, they throw the

dead birds into it, and foon fill the vefTel. When
the weather is tolerably good, and there is a great

deal of game, the birdmen will continue eight days

together on the rocks j for thq^ ar^ here and there

holes in which they can fecurely take their repofe ;

they draw up provifions with lines, and boats are kept

coming and going to take away the game.

. On the other hand, many rocks being lb deep, and
dangerous that they cannot polTibly climb up them,

they are then let down from above ; when they have

a flrong rope eighty or an hundred fathoms long. One
end of it the birdman fallens about his waift, and

then drawing it between his legs, fo that he can fit

on it, he is let down with his bird pole in his hand,

by fix men at the top, who let the rope fmk by de-

grees, but lay a piece of timber on the edge of the

rock for it to Hide on, to prevent its being torn to

pieces by the fharp edge of the (tones. Another line

is fafbened round the man*s waifl:, which he pulls to

give figns when he would have them pull him up,

let him lower, or keep him where he is. He is in

great danger of the ftones loofening by the rope, and

railing upon him *, he therefore wears a thick furred

cap well lined, which fecures him from the blows he

may receive from fmall ftones ; but if large ones fall,

he i« in the greateft hazard of lofing his life. Thus
do thefe poor men often expofe themfelves to the molt

imminent danger, merely to get a fubfiftence for their

families. There are fome indeed who fay there is no

great hazard in it, after they are accuftomed to it

;

but at firft the rope turns round with them, till their

heads are giddy, and they can do nothing to favc

i^iemfelves. Thofe who have karnt the art make a

. -

play
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plfty of it -, they put theit feet agaiftft the rock, tliroW

themfclvcs feveral fathoms Out, and pufti thcmfclvea

into what phct they pleafe. They even keep them-

felves out on the line in the air, and catch with their

poles numbers of birds flying oUt and into their holes.

The areateft art is required in throwing themfelves

our, U> as to fwing under the proje(fli(;n of a rock
.

where the birds gather togtTher : iKre they fix their

feet, loofen themfelves from the rope, which they

fatten to a ftone, to prevent its fwinging out of their

reach, and then the man climbs about and catAcs

the birds, either with his hands or his pole -, and when
he has killed as many as he thinks proper, he ties

them together, fattens them to the fmall line, and

by a pull gives a fign for thofe above to draw them

up. In this manner he works all day, and when he

wants to go up, he gives a fign to be drawn up, or

clfe works himfelf up with his belt full of birds.

When there are not people enough to hold the

rope, the birdman fixes a port in the ground, fattens

his rope to itj and Aides down without any help, to

work as before. There are in fome places tteep cliffs,

of a prodigious fize, lying under the land, and yet

more than a hundred fathoms above the water, which

are likewife very difficult to be got at. Down thefe

cliffs they help one another in tho, above manner, and
taking a ftrong rope with them, fatten it here and
there in the cliff, where they can, and leave it all

the fummer : upon this they will run up and down,
and take the birds at pleafure. It is impoffible to de-

fcribe how frightful and dangerous this bird-catching

appears to the beholders, from the vatt height and
exceffive fteepnefs of the rocks, many of which hang
over the fea : it feems impoffible for men to enter the

holes under thefe proje6tions, or to walk 200 yards

high on crags of rock where they can but j^ifk fiit

their toes.

The birds being brought home, they eat fome of
them frefli, and foms ar? hung up to diy for the winter

fafon.
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feafon. Thefe birds afford the inhabitants a vcrjr good
maintenance, partly from their feathers and down,
which are gathered and fent to foreign parts^ and
partly from their fiefh and eggs.

A SUCCINCT ACCOUNT^

Ji^
t T HE

KINGDOM OF SWEDEN,
With refpedt to its Climate, Produce, In-

HABiTANT^, and Government. ,

Colleded from the Writings of an ErigUih Minifter

;v r^n\.^-^]\.i>. refiding there.

TH E following remarks on Sweden were madtf

by a minifter who refided there on the part of

king William, in the reign of Charles XI. a man in

all refpeds qualified for his miniftry in that country y

as having a folid underftanding, great uprightnefs

of heart, and a heajty defire to ferve both nations.

The account furniftied by a writer of fuch character

muft, in every refpeft, be worthy perufal ; we fliall

give it therefore nearly in his own words.

The kingdom of Sweden and dukedom of Find-

land have the Baltic Sea on the fouth, the unpaffable

mountains of Norway on the weft, Lapland on the

north, and Mufcovy on the eaft ; being extended from

56° to 69® of northern latitude and from 32° to

g^"" in longitude. It isconfequently more than twice

as big as the kingdom of France ; but the abate-

ments to be made for feas and lakes, fome whereof

are above eighty Englilh miles long and twenty broad,

as alfo for rocks, woods, heaths, and moraflcs, will

rediicf
•f»
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reduce the habitable part to a very fmall poi tion of

the whole. The foil, in places capable of cultivating^

is tolerably fruitful ; though feldom above half a

foot deep, and therefore more cafily ploughed, as

it frequently is by one maid and an ox, and is gene-

rally beft where there is leaft of it ; that is, in the

little fpaces betwixt the rocks.

If the inhabitants were induftrious above what ne-

ceflity forces them to, they might at leaft have corn

fufficient of their own -, but as things are managed^

they cannot fubfift without great importations of all

forts of grain from other parts of Germany adjacent

to the Baltic Sea. And notwithftanding thefe fup-

plies, the poorer fort, in many places remote from

traffic, are forced to grind the bark of trees to mix
with their corn, and make bread, of which they have

not always plenty. The cattle, as in all other north-

ern countries, are generally of a very fmall fize

;

neither can the breed be bettered by bringing in

larger from abroad, which foon degenerate ; becaufe

in fumnrter the grafs is lefs nourilhing than in the

places from whence they come, and in winter they

are half ftarved for want of fodder of all i<:indsi

which often falls fo very Ihort, that they are forced

to unthatch their houles, to keep a part of their

cattle alive. Their llieep bear a very coarfe Wool^

only fit to make cloathing for the peafants. The
horfes, ejpecially the finelt, though fmall, are hardy,-

vigorous, ftrong, fure-footed, and nimble trotters

:

which is of great ufe to them, becaufe of the length

of their winters, and their fitnefs for (leds. ;

The chief lakes in Sweden are the Vette'r, the'

Wenner, and Wafter ; the firft in Oftrogothia, re-

markable for its foretelling of ftorms, by a contir

nual thundering noife the day before, in that quarter*',

whence they arife ; as alfo for fuddcn breaking of
the ice on it, which fometimes furprifes travelJers/

and in half an hour becomes navigable -, for its greae .

I

depth, in fome places above :?oo fathom, though no^

V
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part of the Baltic Sea exceeds fifty. The fecond is

in Weftrogothia, from which iffues the river Elve,

that falling down a rock near fixty feet, pafles by

Gottenburgh. The third empties itfelf near Stock-

holm, furnilhinff one fide of the town with frelh

water, as the ka does the other with fait. There

are abundance of other lakes, whereof many, like

ponds, have no vents, and are called in-feas-, and

not ill ftored with variety of fifli.

The north bottom or bay that feparates Sweden

and Finland abounds with feals, of which a confi.

derable quantity of train-oil is made and exported

;

and in the lakes in Finland are vaft quantities of

pike, which being taken are faked, dried, and fold

at very cheap rates. Thefe lakes are of great ufe

for the conveyance of carriages, both in fummer by

boats, and by fleds in winter j and among them, and

on the fea-coafts, are almoft innumerable iflands of

different fizes ; whereof there are, in Sweden, above

fix thoufand that are inhabited : the reft are either

bare rocks, or covered with wood. Gotland, Oland,

and Aland, are ifles of large extent, one being fixty

miles long, and the other two little Icfs : their woods

and vaft forefts overfpread much of the country,

and are, for the moil part, of pines, fir, beech,

birch, alder, juniper, and fome oak, efpecially in

the province of Bleaking.

Of mines in Sweden : there is one of filver, into

which workmen are let down in bafkets to the firft

floor, which is one hundred and fifty fathoms under

ground. The roof there is as high as a church, fup-

ported by vaft arches of ore. The next defcent is

by ladders and balkets to the loweft mine, above

forty fathoms, where they now work. They have

no records fo antient as the firft diicovery either of

this or the copper mines, which muft needs have been

the work of many ages. The ore feldom yields

above four per cent, and requires great pains to re-

fine" it. They arc alio at the charge of a water mill

- . to
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to drain the mine, and have the benefit of another

that draws np the ore. It yearly produces about

twenty thoufand crowns of fine filver, of which the

Jking has the pre-emption, paying only one fourth

lefs than the real value.

The copper mine is about eighty fathom deep, of

great extenr, but fubje6l to damage by the fallmg in

of the roof i the occafion of w ich falls is attributed

to the throwing the earth and ftones brought out

upon the ground over the mine, by which th^ pillars

become overcharged, and give way.

The copper yearly made out of this mine amounts

to the value of about two hundred thoufand pounds,

of which the king has a fourth part, not by way of
pre-emption, but in kind ; befide that, upon the re-

mainder, he has a cuftom of twenty five per cent,

when it is exported unwrought. Lately a gentleman

of Italy came to Sweden, with propofals to make
copper a Ihorter and cheaper way than has hitherto

been praftifed, as to make that in four days which

before required three weeks, and with one fifth part

of the charge, and with fewer hands. The bargain

was made, and his reward agreed to be a hundred
thoufand crowns ; and the firft proof he made fuc-

ceeded to admiration : but when he came to work in

earneft, an(J had got his new-inven|:ed ovens made to

his mind j the miners, as he ccTiplained, picked out

the very worft ore, and were otherwife fo envious and
untradable that he failed of fuccefs, and loft his re-

ward, and not without difficulty obtained leave to

buy ore, and pra(5tife his invention at his own charge,

as he now does. Iron miijes and forges arc in great

numbers, efpecially toward the mountainous parts,

where they have the convenience of water-falls to

turn their mills. From thefe, befide fupplying the

country, there is yearly exported iron, to the value

of near three hundred thoufand pounds ; but of lat^

years the number of thofe forges has been fo much
|,^j;reaj(ed, iljat each endeavouring tp »ndiefi?Iji others.
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the price has been much lowered : and fince the pro-

hibition of foreign manufaftures, in exchanging of

which iron was plentifully taken off, it is grown fo

cheap, that it is found neceffary to leffen the number
of forges.

The feafons of the year, though regular in them-

felves, do not altogether anfwer thofc of other cli-

mates. As a French ambaflador obferved, who in

raillery faid, there were in Sweden only nine months

winter, and all the reft was fummer •, for as winter

eommonly begins very foon, fo fummer immediately

fucceeds it, and leaves little or no Ipace to be called

fpring./ The produ<5tions of the earth therefore ought

to be, as they are, more fpecdy in their growth than

in other paits ; the reafon of which feems to be, that

the oil and fulphur in the earth (as it appears by the

trees and minerals it produces) being bound up aU

the winter, are then of a fudden actuated by the heat

of a warm fun, which almoft continually fhines, and

thereby makes amends for its fhort (lay, and brings

to maturity the fruits proper for the climate: yet

withal, its heat is fo intenfe, that it often fets the

woods on fire, which fomccimes fpreads itfelf many
leagues, and can fcarcc be ftopt till it comes to fome

lake or very large pla/n.

The fun at higheft is above the horizon of Stock-

holm eighteen hours a\id an half, and for fome weeks

makes a continual day. In winter the days are pro-

portionably ihorter, the fun being up five hours and

an half; which defe6l is fo well fupplied by the

moon, the whitenefs of the fnow, and the clearness

of the fky, that travelling by night is as ufual as by

day ; and journies begun in the evening are as fre-

quent as in the morning. The want of the fun*s heat

is repaired by ftoves within doors, and warm furrs

abroad ; inftead of which the meaner fort ufe Iheep-

fliins, and other the like defences, and are generally

better provided with cloathing befitting their condi-

tion,
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tion, and the climate they live in, than the common
people of any part of Europe.

This country is divided into twenty-Eve provin-

ces, each of which is governed by an officer called

Landfliofding, whofe authority comprehends that of

lord lieutenant and (heriff together, except where

there is a general governor, as in Finland, or upon
the borders of Denmark and Norway, to whom the

governor of each province is fubordinate, and has

thereby a more reltrained authority. Thefe officers

are placed by the king, and take an oath to keep

the province for his majefty and his heirs, to govern

according to the laws of Sweden, and fuch inftruc-

tions as they fhall receive from his majefty, and to

quit the province whenever he (hall call them thence.

To them and their fubordinate officers (who are all

of the king's chufing) the execution of judicial fen-

tences, the collection of the king's revenues, the care

of forefts, parks, and other crown lands, &c. is com-
mitted.

Of cities, thofe of Stockholm, Gottenburgh, Cal-

mar, and two or three more, may deferve that name 5

the other corporations, which in all make not an

hundred, fcarce exceed fome villages in England,

They are all governed by burgomafters and coun-

fellors, chofen by the king out of their own body,

or at leaft fuch as are of the quality of burghers ; no
gentleman accepting of thefe employments. Their
offices and falaries are for life, or rather during their

good behaviour. The privilege of cities are derived

from the king, and for the moft part arc owing
to the wifdom of Guftavus Adolphus, the author

of their beft, and moft regular conftitutions at home,
as well as of their glory abroad.

The city of Stockholm lies in 59® 20' north lati-

tude, and about 4 1
** longitude. About three hun-

dred years ago it was only a bare ifland, with two
or three cottages for filhers ; but upon the building
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of a caftle there, to flop the inroads of the RufHam^
and the tranflation of the court thither, it grew by
degrees to furpafs the other more antient cities : it

is at prefent the metropolis of this kingdom, and
is fuppofed to be as populous as Briftol. The caftle

here, which is covered with copper, is a place of no

ftrength or beauty, but of great ufe, being a fpacious

building ; that befide entertaining the court, fur-

nifties room for mott of the great offices. It lodges

very few of the inferior officers and fervants of the

coiirt*, they, together with the foot guards, being

quartered upon the burghers at their landlord's charge,

for lodging, fire, and candle. The palace of the no-

bility, which is the place of their aflembly at the

convention of eftates, and the depofitory of their pri-

vileges, titles, and fuch other records as concern their

body, is a very ftately pile -, as is alfo the bank, built

at the city's charge ^ which, together with feveral

magnificent houfes of the nobility, are covered with

copper, and make a handfome profpeft. Moft of

the burghers houfes are built of brick, except in

the fuburbs, where they are of wood^ and therefore

expofed to the danger of fire •, which commonly, when
it gets to a head, deftroys all before'it in the quarter

where it happens : to repair which misfortune, they

fometimes fend the dimenfions of their houfes to Fin-

land ; where the walls and feveral feparations are built

of pieces of timber laid one upon another, and joined

at the corners, and afterwards marked, taken down,
and fent by water to Stockholm, there to be fet up
and finiflied. Thefe when they are kept in good re-

pair, will laft thirty or forty years, and are warmer,

cleaner, and more healthful than thofe of either brick

or ftone.

This city is in a manner the ftaple of Sweden, to

which moft of the goods of their own grov/tn, viz*

iron, copper, wire, pitch, tar, mafts, deals, &c. arc

brought to be exported. The greateft part of the

commodities imported from abroad come into this

. port,
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port, where there is a haven capable of receiving a

thoufand fhips, and a bridge or key near an Eng-

li(h mile long, to which the greater vefTels may lie

with their broadfides. The only inconvenience is,

that it is ten miles from the fea, and the river very

crooked, and no tides.

The laws of Sweden were antiently as various as

the provinces were numerous ; each of which had

ftatutes and cuftoms peculiar to itfelf, enaded, as oc-

cafion required, by the Laghman or governor of the

province -, who was chofen by the people, and invefted

with great authority, efpecially while the king was

eledlive •, his fufFrage concluding the province he go-

verned. This variety was neceflarily attended with

great confufion •, for remedy whereof, about fourfcore

years ago, one body of laws was compiled for the

direction of the whole kingdom : yet this colle6lion

is but an imperfedt piece, and the laws fo few, and

conceived in fuch general terms, that in moft cafes

they need the affiftance of the civil law. After

all, the final determination depends much upon the

inclinations of the bench, which in a poor country,

where falaries are fmall, is often filled with fuch as

are of weak parts, and fubjecl: to corruption on very

fmall temptations.

The ordinaiy charges of law fuits are no whei^
more moderate than in Sweden ; the greateft burthen
arifing from a late conftitution, that all declarations,

adts and fentences muft be written upon fealed paper.

This is of different prices, from two-pence to (tven

Ihillings a fheet, according to the quality of the caufe •,

the benefit of which accrues to the king, and is com-
puted to bring in 3000 1. a year. Other charges are

very few, every man being permitted (in criminal ac-

tions compelled) to plead his own caufe. Accord-
ingly the pradice of the law is below a gentleman,
and rather the refuge than the choice of meaner per*

fons, who are very few in number, and for the moft
part very poor. The cullom of a jury of twelve men

I 4 is
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J& fi> antient in Sweden, that their writers pretetid k
\iSL^ its original among them, and was thence derived

to other nations : but at prefent it is difufed every

where, except only in the lower courts in the coun-

try, and there the jurymen are for life, and have

falaries. Titles to eftates are rendered more fecjre,

and lefs fubjedb to contefts, by the regifters that are

kept of all lales and alienations, as well as of other

engagements of them -, the purchafer running the ha*-

zard of having an after-bargain take place of a for-

fner. If he omit the recording of his tranfadlion in

the proper court in criminal matters where the faft is

pot very evident, or where the judges are not very fa-

vourable, the defendant is admitted to purge himfelf

by oath ; to which is oftentimes added the oath of

fix or twelve men, who are all vouchers of his inte-

grity *. Treafon, murder, double adulteries, burn-

ing of houfes, witchcraft, and the like heinous crimes,

a e puniflied with death, which is executed by hang-

ing of men and beheading of women. To which

|)urning alive or dead, quartering and hanging in

chains is fometimes added, according to the nature

pf ti*" crime. Criminals of the nobility and gentry

^re generally (hot to death.

The punifhment of ftealing is of late, inftead of

death, changed into a perpetual flavery •, the guilty

party being condemned to work all his life for the

king, in making fortifications or other drudgery: and

always has a collar of iron about his neck, with a

bow coming over his head, to which a bell is faftened

^hat rings as he goes along. Duels between gentle-

mep, if the one party be killed, are punifhed by

the furvivor's death, and a note of infamy upon thp

inemory of both : if neither be killed, they are both

fplidepincd to a prifon with bread ^nd water for two

f A methpd like this i; admittrd in caies of debt by pur English

law ; as may be feen in our books, under the name of nvaging »f

tot
'''

yeays^
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%^ars; to which is added, a fine of one thoufand

crowns, or one year's imprifonment, and two thou-

fand crowns. Reparation of honour, in cafe of an

affront, is referred to the refpedive national courts,

where recantation and public begging of pardon is

ufually infii(!ited. Eftates, as well acquired as inhe-

rited, defcend to the children in equal portions, of

which a fon has two and a daughter one ; nor is it in

the power of the parents to alter this proportion,

without the intervention of a judicial fentence. In

cafe of their children's difobedience only, they may
bequeath a tenth of their acquired pofTellions to fucli

<;hild or other perfon as they will favour : where an

«ftate defcends incumbered with debts, the heir ufually

takes two or three months time, as the law allows,

to fearch into the condition of the deceafed's eftate,

and then cither accepts the inheritance, or leaves it

to the law, which in that cafe adminifters.

The nature of the climate, which is very healthful

and dry, as well as fharp, difpofes the natives to a

very vigorous conftitution -, and that confirmed by a

hardy education, coarfe fare, and hard lodging, qua-

lifies them to endure whatever uneafy circumftance

befals them, better than thofe who are born in a

milder climate, and more indulgently bred. But,

on the other fide, it feems as if the feverity of the

clime does, in a manner, cramp the faculties of their

mind, which feldom arc found endued with any emi-

nent pregnancy of wit.

Thefe difpofitions of body and mind qualify them
n^^ore for a life of labour and fatigue than of art and
curiofity ; and the efFe6t of it is vifible in all orders

of men amongft them.

In point of learning, they, like their neighbours

the Germans, are more given to tranfcribe and make
coUeftions, than to digeft their own thoughts •, and
commonly proportion their ftudies to their occafions.

In matters of trade they rather undergo the drudgery,

fh^n dive in^o the myftery either of commerce or ma-
nufadlures^
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nufadures, in which they generally fct up for mailers

before half-taught; fo that in all fiich things as re-

quire ingenuity, neatnefs, or dexterity, they are forced

to be ferved by ftrangers. Their common foldiers are

allowed to endure cold and hunger, long marches,

and hard labour, to admiration : but they learn their

duty very flowly, and are fcrviceable more by obe-

dience to command, and (landing their ground, than

by any great forwardnefs to attack their enemy ; or

addrefs, in executing their orders. Their peafants

alfo are tolerably laborious when need compels them,

but have little regard to neatnefs in their work, and

are hardly brought to quit their old flow methods

for fuch new inventions as are more dextrous and

eafy.

The clergy are but moderately learned, and little

acquainted with difputes about religion, as having

no adverfaries to oppofe. They affedt gravity^ and

wear long beards, are efleemed for their hofpitality,

and have great authority among the common people.

The peafants, when fober, are obfequious and re-

fpedful i but drink makes them mad and ungovern-

able : moll of them live in a very poor condition,

are taught by ncceflity to praftife \'*veral arts in a

rude manner, as the making their (hoes, cloaths, &c.

and the fcveral inftnimentjs of hulbandry, and other

.necelTaries they cannot ^are money to buy. And to

keep them to this, as alfo to favour the cities, it is

not permitted for more than one taylor, or other

artifan, to dwell in the fame parilh, though it be

ever fo large ; as many of them are above twenty

miles in compafs. In general, it may be faid of the

whole nation, that they are a people very religious

in their way, and frequenters of the church, emi-

nently loyal and afFefted to monarchy -, grave even

to formality ; fober more out of neceflity than tem-

perance i apt to entertain fufpicions, and envy each

other as well as ftrangers ; more inclined to pilfer-

ing, and fuch fccret frauds, than to open violence,
•
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er robbing on highways i crimes as rarely commit-

ted in ili;s, as in any country whatever.

The refo; marion there, as in Denmark and Nor-

way, bigm foon alter the neighbouring parts of Ger-

many had embiact'd Luther's tenets, and was elta-

blifhcd according ro his plattorm. The tyranny of

kin,j; Cliriltiern the Second, gave an opportunity

to Guilavus, the founder of the prefent royal fa-

mily, to alter religion, and advance himfelf to the

regai dignity ; which till that time was elective, but

was made hereditary to his family, in which it has

fince continued.

The church is governed by an archbifliop, and ten

birtiops, whofc ftudies are confined to their own em-
ployments i being never called to council but at the

affembly oF the ftates, nor troubled with the admi-
niflration of fecular affairs. Their revenues are very

moderate. The archbilhopric of Upfal is not worth
four hundred pounds a year, and their bifliops are

in proportion. Under them are feven or eight fu-

perintcrndants, who have all the power of biihops,

and over each ten churches is a provoft, or rural

dtan, with fome authority over the inferior clergy.

They arc all the fons of peafants or burghers, and
can therefore content themfelves with their fmall in-

come, which, befide more inconfiderable dues, arife

from glebe lands, and one third of the tithe* j of
which the other two thirds are annexed to the crown,
to be employed in pious ufes : however, the clergy

have generally wherewithal to exercife hofpitality,

and are the conftant refuge of poor travellers, efpe-

cially ftrangers, who go from prieft to prielt, as elfe-

where from conftable to conftable.

The government and revenue of Sweden are like

thofe of other places, fubjeft to fo many and fo great
changes, that one would imagine our author's ac-

count fhould, at. this diftance of time, be almoft
out of date : but there is one advantage attends

whatever has the appearance of a parliament, which
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is, that how much foevcr it may fink and be dc-

prefTed by fraud or force, under certain conjundkures.

It has neverthelefs ftrength to rife again in more fa-

vourable feafons, and even to recover all that it has

loft. In our author's time the ftates of Sweden were

but inftruments of the king's authority ; and only

met to fan<^ify fuch adls of power as the crown did

not care to take upon itfelf. At this day things have

quite changed their face j the kings of Sweden have

wholly lolt their abfolute power, which remains

where it ought to remain, in the reprefentatives of

the nobility, clergy, and the people of the king-

dom. The ufual time of aflembling the ftates is

once in three years, or oftener, if affairs require it.

I'he body of the nobility and gentry are repre-

fented by one in each family, of which there are

about a thoufand in Sweden, and with them the co-

lonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, and one captain of

each regiment fit and vote. For the clergy, befide

the bilhops and fuperintendants in each rural deanry,

or ten parifhes, one is chofen and maintained at the

charge of his eie(5tors. Thefe make a body of about

five hundred. The reprefentatives of the burghers

are chofen by the maciftrates and common council

of each corporation, of which Stockholm fends four,

others two, and fcyne one ; who make about one

hundred and fifty. The peafants of each diftrift

chufe one of their own quality to appear for them,

whofe charges they bear; and give him inftrudlions

in fuch matters as they think need redrefs : they are

about two hundred and fifty.

The ftanding revenues of Sweden arife from crown

lands, cuftoms, poll-money, tithes, copper and fil-

ver mines, proceedings at law, and other lefs con-

fiderable particulars, which are calculated in all to

near a million a year -, of which the lands make

above one third, and the cuftoms almoft a fourth.

The poll-money is paid only by the peafants, each

of which above fifteen, and under fixty, pays abov/c

twelve
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twelve pounds a year. In the treafury-chambcr a

prcfidcnc, with four chancellors, and other officers,

lit and aft as a court of juftice, in fuch matters as

relate to the king's revenue, or rather that of the

itate.

The conquefts made by Sweden in the laft age,

were not fo much owing to its native ftrength, as

to the afliftance jf Germans, French, Englilh, and

efpecially Scots -, of whom they have iifed great num-
bers in all their wars with Mufcovy, Poland, Ger-

many, and, Denmark : and by them the art of war

and military dilcipline has been, by degrees, intro-

duced into this nation, that in former times had only

the advantage of courage and numbers. For though

the original conftitution of the country, and its di-

vifion into hundreds and other large portions that

ftill retain military names, Icems to have been the

work of armies, and the frequent expeditions of the

Goths, and other inhabitants of thofe parts, fhew
that in all ages they were addidled to war and vio-.

lence ; yet it was in a tumultuous manner, their in-

fantry always confiding of unexperienced peafants

raifed for the occafion, and difbanded as foon as it

was over.

The feudal laws indeed provided for a competent

number of cavalry ; all eftates of the nobility and

gentry being held by knights fervice: and while the

kingdom was eleftive, the kings were bound to main-

tain fome horfe our '.f the revenue of the crown.

But this eftablifhment had been in a great meafure

corrupted, and the kingdom fo fhattered by domef-

tic broils, that it made a very inconfiderable figure,

and was little known in Europe till the crown be-

came hereditary, and the intereft of the royal family

confifted in the ftrength and profperity of the na-

tion. Since that time the ftanding forces of the

kingdom have been augmented, yet not fo effeftu-

ally eftablifhed as its neceflities required ; for it ge-

nerally happened that the nobility and gentry were
fo backward in ficiing out their horfe, and the levies

--•
- •

. . of
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of foot not being to be made without the confent of

the peafants in the affembly of the ftates, it was fo

hardly obtained, that the regiments were very thin,

and recruits extreme difficult : nor were the officers

falaries fo pundually paid as to enable them to be ia

readinefs on all occafions.

To remedy thefe inconveniencies, Charles XI. on

whom the dates had conferred an abfolute power to

put the militia into fuch a method as he (hould thinl;

fit, made fuch regulations in all the particulars relat-

ing to this matter, as were required to bring it to

perfection.

In times of peace, all trefpafles committed by the

foldiery fall ordinarily under the cognizance of a ci-

vil magiftrate ; who has the fame authority over them
as over the reft of the king's fubjeds, except when
they are incamped, or in garrifon, or in any way un-

der flying colours : in all which cafes, as alfo in matters

that relate folely to their profeiTion, their officers have

jurifdidion over them ; without whofe leave a private

foldier is not permitted to lodge out of his quarters,

or be out a day from the parifh he belongs to.

The inferior officers cannot be abfent from their

charge but by the colonel's permiffion ; nor captains,

nor thofe above them, without the king's leave : and

the good efFedt of the officers conftant refidence upon
their refpe6tive charges, appears in the quiet and

peaceable behaviour of the foldiers, who have not hi-

therto broke out into any enormities, nor given the

common people any great occafion of complaint. To
keep them in difcipline, each company meets, and is

exercifed once a month, and every regiment once or

twice a year •, at which time only they wear the king'8

cloaths, which, at their return, are carefully laid up

in the cliurches. For their government in time of

war, ihe king hath lately caufed the articles of war to be

reviewed and printed, together with a new eftablifh-

ment of courts martial, and inftrudions for the au-

ditors, governors, and other officers concerned in the

minlllration of jutVice : and for his majefty's informa-

4 tittn
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tion on all occafions, a book hath been lately made,

rpecifying the names of every military officer in the

king's army, the time when they firft came into

the fervice, and by what fteps they have rifen ; by

which means, at one view, his majefty knows the me-

rit and fervice of any officer. The whole body of

the kin<? of Sweden's forces, according to the bell

and moft exa6t accounts, are as follow :

The eftablilhed militia in Sweden, Finland, and
LiEFLAND, or Livonia, are

Men
Cavalry, fifteen regiments, is - - ' 1 7,000
Infantry, twenty-eight regiments, is - - 35,000
Foot-guards, one regiment, is . - - - 2,000

Forces inPomoren and Bremen, 6reg. (nowloft)6,ooo

In all fifty regiments. 60,000

Sweden has, in all times, furnifhed Europe with

thofe commodities it abounds with : yet either the

warlike temper, jdlenefs, or ignorance of the inha-

bitants formerly, kept them from being much con-

cerned in trade, and gave flrangers the management
and advanMge of it. This for a long time the

Hanfe towns fituate on the Baltic Sea monopolized

;

till the feven provinces of the Netherlands were
erecbed into a republic, and became fharers with

them. Before that time very little iron was made
in Sweden ; but the ore being run into pigs, was
carried into Dantzick, and other parts of Pruffia,

and there forged into bars •, for which reafon the

country fmiths in England call foreign iron Dantzick
or Spruce iron. This nation owes the greateft im-

provements it has made in trade, to the art and in-

duftry of fome ingenious mechanics that the cruelty

of the duke of Alva drove into thofe parts. Their
fuccefs invited great numbers of reformed Walloons
to tranfplant themfelves thidicr, whofe language and
religion remain in the places they fettled in. They

credited

)
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eredbed forges and other conveniencies for msfc^

ing of iron guns, wire, and all other manufaftures

of copper, brafs, and iron ; whi'ch, for the moil
part, are flill carried on by their pofterity.

The Swedilh navigation was very inconfiderable

till Queen Chriftina, at the conclufion of the wars in

1644, obtained from Denmark a freedom from cuf-

toms for all fliips and goods belonging to Swe-
dilh fubjeds in their pafiage through the Sound : and

eftablifhed in her own dominions that difference ia

cuftoms that ftill fubfifts between Swedilh and fo-

reign fliips. This is in proportion of four, five, fix

;

the firft called whole free ; the fecond, half; and

the lafl, unfrec : fo that where a whole free Swedilh

fliip pays four hundred crowns, half free pays five

hundred, and a foreign veflel fix. But as great as

this advantage was, it had but little effedt, till the

Englifh a6t of navigation bridled the Hollanders, and

opened the intercourfe between England and Sweden.

Since that time, their commerce has been much aug-

mented as well as ours that way ; and goods tranf^

ported by both, or either party, according to the va-

rious jundures of affairs.

The general diredion of their trade belongs to the

college of commerce -, which confifts of the prefidem

of the treafury, and four counfellors, who hear caufes

of that nature, and redrefs any diforders that happen.

The bank at Stockholm is of great benefit to trade,

as well in regard that the king's cuftoms for that city

are paid in there, as alfo that the merchants ordina-

rily make payments to each other by bills drawn upon

it : this eafes them of a great deal of trouble in

tranfporting their money from place to place, that

would otherwife be very difficult and chargeable.

The management of the trade of Sweden has al-

ways been in the hands of ftrangers, moft of the na-

tives wanting either capacity or application, and all

of them ftocks to drive it : for without credit from

abroad, they are not able to keep their iron works

going i and therefore at the beginning of winter they

I i;ifuall/
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irence m

ufually made contrads with the Englllh, and other

foreigners, who then advance confiderable fums, and
receive iron in fummer.
Were it not for this neceffity, foreign rr^rchanti

would have but little encouragement, or fcarce per^

mifTion to live and trade amongft.them
;^

^ryij^v^pj^

as the cafe Hands, the treatment '6f^»fehcni is as'rigo*

rous as in any country, occafioned chiefly. 6y tl>9

burghers, who cannot, with any patience^ fee a
ftranger live among them. This is the lefs fenfibj^

to the Dutch and others, who fome become; burghers,

and the reft, by their near way, .of living, are lefs
.

fubjfft to envy; but is more efpe^i^Uy the cafe of*

the iinglilh merchants, who find it not their intereft:

to become burghers, and ufually live fome^hat too

high. The intereft of England in the trade of Sweden,
may be computed by the neceflfaries fent to us, and
the vent of ours there : their copper, iron, tar, pitch,

mafts, &c. cannot be had elfewhere, except from
America, whence it has been fuppofed fuch fupplies

were furnilhed •, and, if fo, this confideration ought
in reafon to have an influence on the Swedifh coun-

cils, and engage them to make the Englifli trade

with them as eafy as polfible, that the msrrchants b(?

not driven upon new deflgns. As to our importa-

tions thither, they fcarcely amount to one third of

what we export from thence, and confift chiefly of

cloth, ftuflfs, and other woollen minufa£i:ures, of

which there have be^ formerly vended yearly there,

to the value of about fifty thoufind pounds : befide

thofe, tobacco, Nevvcafl:le coals, pewter, lead, tin,

fruit, and fugar, with feveral other of our commo-
dities, are fold at the market •, as alfo good quanti-

ties of herrings from Scotland, with orher ot their

wares : that in all, we are fuppofed p vend goods

to about one hundred thoufand pounds a year. If

any more than half be paid for, it is looked on as

very extraordinary.

Thefe obfervations and remarks upon the kingdom
of Sweden were written about fifty vears ago, and

Vol. IV. ' K
'

yet



^i^a An Accoont of the itiNfiDONt

yet it is not eafy to obtain any thing relatii% thereto

more perfed in its kind. It muft be allowed that

great alterations have happened in Sweden fince that

time. Upon the death of the late king Charles XII.

th^Swedifli nation very wifely laid hold of that oppor-

tunity to recover their antient conftitution •, to reftrain

the power of the crown within juft bounds, to reftore

that of the llates^ and of the fenate : and they have

inade the beft uft; that could be of this alteration,

by electing a prince of the royal family to be the

fucceffor of the p efent king, and making the crown

hereditary in his family ; but in fuch a manner as is

confillent with their freedom. They have likewifc

taken very juft and prudent precautions for preferv-

ing, increasing, and extending the commerce of their

country ; which, though at prefent lefs conliderable

than it formerly was, is, however, in fuch Gircun>-

flances as fecni to promife the recovery of its former

interior ftrength. This muft be attended, fooner or

later, with the reftoration of its ancient grandeur; fincc

both reafon and experience teach us, that when due

care is taken for fecuring the peace, the freedom, and

profperity of any people at home, they certainly be-

come relpeded by their neighbours, and conicquendy

confiderable abroad.

<-?

THE '-^y.Ar-:

PRESENT STATE
OF THE

.J.,

Dominions of D E N M A R K,
and of its S u ejects:

With occafional Observations aiid Remarks.

CoIlt:£ted fiooi the writrngs of Lord Molesworth, and other

authors of credit*

CONSIDERING that the Danes were once

matters of a great part of this ifland, that our

j()i1n€es have fince frequently intermarried with the

faraiHe*
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iamilies of the Danifh kings, the late and prefent

dueens of Denmark being daughters of the royal fa-

mily of Great Britain •, and that we have as great

connexion with this kingdom and court as with any

of the northern powers : from all thefe concurrent

circumftances, there is not a country in Europe,

cfpecially in the north, which it behoves us to be bet-

ter acquainted with thari Denmark. But hotwith-

ftanding this, it fo happens, that we are very far

from being generally well informed a^ to this nation

and its concerns. It is true that Mr. Molefworth,

who refided at Copenhagen in the reign ofking Wil-

liam, has written a valuable and much efteemed

treatife upon this fiibjedt ; in which he very fully

explains the caiifes of; and the manner in which

that great revolution happened, whereby the kings

of Denrriark, from being eleftive and limited, be-

came hereditary and abfoliite iri 1660. And by the

way it may not be ariiifs to obferve, th^t this is the

only legal abfoliite monarchy, perhaps^ in the

world : the kirig being declared fo by the ftates of

the kingdom, who had that power by the confti-

tution.

It is indeed true that there v^zs 1 force ptit upon
the nobility -, but it was a force put upon them by
the people, who knew that they made a very bad
life of the authority they enjoyed in virtue of their

old conftitiition; and therefore made it their choice

10 live undfer an abfolute king, rather than under a

tyrannical ^riftoctacy. We may learn, from hence,

feveral things worthy of our obfervation ; and, among
them, thefe: That when, in a mixed or limited

government, any part of it gains fuch a fuperiority

over the reft as is deftruftive of the good of the

tvhole, it cannot long fubfift; but liiuft infallibly be

dlflblved. That as d democracy, or popular ftate, is,

of all others, fooneft corrupted ; fo an ariftocracy,

or government by a few, is, when corrupted, the leaft

to be borne, elpecially in ftates which have a vifible

K 2 head:
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head : and that, in fach revokitions, the change is

feldom, if ever, from a tyrannical to a mixed go-

vernment i but from one defpotic power to another.

But though the book before-mentioned, ftates thofe

points very clearly -, and, for the time in which it was

written, is certainly as good a one as can be wifhed

;

yet it is now, in fome meafure, out of date : and,

therefore, in order to have a tolerable idea of the

prefent (late of this country, we muft alfo have re-

courfe to later obfcrvations.

The dominions of the crown of Denmark confift

of the great kingdom of Norway, of which fome ac-

count has already been given ; of the peninfula of

Jutland, which, from the frontiers of Germany to

its utmofl northern bounds, is about two hundred

and feventy miles In length, and of different breadths;

of the dutchy of Holftein, which the king of Den-

mark holds jointly with the duke of that title; of

the Danifli iflands, the chief of which are Zealand,

Funen, and Iceland ; am., of feveral countries in

Germany, fuch as Oldenbourg, Delmenhorft, and

other, places, partly the hereditary dominions of the

royal family, and partly obtained by conqueft. We

may eafily difcern, from hence, that this crown muft

always have a confiderable fhare in the general fyf-

tern of Europe, as well as in the particular diftii-

bution of power in the north : and confequently,

though its dominions lie a little out of the way, and

..we do not very frequently hear of the effefts either

of the power or policy of the kings of Denmark ; yet

the nature ot their dominions, and the temper of their

fubjedls, are very well worth knowing.

The air of Denmark is not good, eipecially near

. Copenhagen, which is fuppofed to proceed from b
low fituation, and the frequent fogs there. The

air of Slefwick and Holftein is better than that ii]the

• northern parts, and the country more defirable upon

many accounts, as will appear hereafter. The fame

obfcivations are made as to the f^afons in Denmark
and
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and Sweden, viz. that the year is divided into winter

and fummer; that they have no fpring, and very

feldofTi any autumn : but proceed immediately from

an extreme cold to an extremity of heat ; and from

violent hot weather to an extremity of cold. During

the months of June, July, and Auguft, the heat is

more intenfe than in England, and the nights not

near fo cool as with us, though they are fo many de-

grees more to the northward ; nor do they enjoy a

clear funHiine during thole heats, but thick, vapours

all the time between them and the fun. It is a

general obfervation, that the heaven is much brighter

and more ferene far within the continent, than it is

near the fea coaft •, nor is the air kls clear and plea^

fant at fea, a great diftance from land, than it is in

the middle of the continent. But this obfervation

holds more true within the tropics, than it does ei-

ther in the northern or the fouthern latitudes. The
air of Norway is excefTive cold -, but efpccinlly with-

in the polar circle, which is inhabited by the Lap-
landers. The more Southerly part of the country

differs but little from Sweden, from which it is fepa-

rated only by the Dofrine hills.

The leas bordering on the Danifh dominions are the

German ocean, the Baltic, in which is that famous
ftreight or pallage into the Eaft Sea, called the Ore
Sound, or generally the Sound of the Baltic. It is

to be obferved, that being a mediterranean fea, there

are no tides in it, and that its waters are frefher than

the ocean •, fuppofed to be occafioned by the rivers

that run into it. The Sound is about four miles over,

having the iQand of Zealand on the weft, and the

continent of Schonen on the eaft. In the narroweft

part of the ftreight of Zealand, or Denmark fide,

ftands the town of Elfenore, and the ftrong caftle

of Cronenbourg; before which there is a t()Ierable

road for ftiipping. On the fide of Schonen, in the

poffeflion of the Swedes, is the town of Helfing-

boiirg, and a fmall battery of guns, which ferve only
. K 3 to
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to fftlute the fhips which pafs by it. Between thofe

two places fail all the Ihipping bound to the Baltic.

The Danes only, however, receive the toll of all

merchantmen who pafs by it, though the Swedes arc

mafters of the oppofite Ihore j by virtue of the treaty

concluded when they yielded up Schonijn to them.

But the Swedes themfelves were exempted from pay-

ing any duties, till the peace in the year 1721, when

the affairs of Sweden ]^ere in a very defperate con-

(dition ; and then they condefcended to pay a toll to

Denmark, as other nations did, on tneir pafling

the Sound.

This duty is fuppofed to have arifen froni the mu-

tual confent of the merchants trading to the eaft

country -, who at firft contributed a fmall fum toward

maintaining of light-houfes on the coall'for their own

fecurity: and thereupcfi this pafTage of the Sound

came to be more ufed than that of either Belt to the

Weftward of the ifle of Zealand, v/hich, in other re-

fpedts, feem as commodious as this'. From fome fuch

beginnings the Danes proceeded to demand large

fums, and that as their undoubted right, being maf-

ters of both fliores. The emperor Charles V. in be-

half of his fubjeiSts of the feventeen provinces of

the Low Countries, came to an agreement with the

panes, that every fhip of two hundreid tons and

under, paffing the Sound, fhould pay two rofe nobles

going and coming from the Baltic-, and every fhip

above that burden, three nobles : which agreement re-

mained in force until tjie United Provinces fet up for

independent ftates ; after which the Danes obliged the

Putch to piiy extravagant rates. Biit the Hollanders

and Lubeckers oppofing thefe exaftions about the

year 1 600, obliged the Dp.nes to accept of more mo-

derate dupes. The firft folemn treaty the Dutch

made with the Danes concerning this toll was in the

year 1647, wherein they agreed to pay about twenty-

ijve pounds for every fliip of two hundred tons

pafling the ftreights, for forty years ; at the expiration
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of which, the firft agreement with the emperor was

to be in force : and the Englifh, in their treaties

with Denmark, agreed to pay toll as the Dutch

and other nations in friendfhip with them did. As
to the free dates of England and Holland, they nee4

alk no permiflion of the Danes to pafs the Sound ; for

the caftles on the (hores are at too great a diftance to

prevent it ; and, if they Jiad not a fquadron of men
of war ready to compel the merchant to pay the toll,

he might pafs by unhurt. Befide, the paflage called

the Great Belt, between the iflands of Zealand and

Funen, is much wider i and that of the Lcfler Belt,

between Funen and the continent ofJutland, is not a,t

all impradticable.
,

The nature of the foil, in dominions fo far ex-

tended, and fo much disjoined, as thofe of Denmark
are, muft be various. The ifland of Zealand, where-*

in the capital city of Copenhagen Hands, produces

BO corn but rye, of which moft of their bread is

made. Of this they have enough for the fubfiftence

of the inhabitants, but not to export. There is not

much meadow or pafture ground in the iQand ; but

what they have is fliort and fyreet. One fourth part

of the country is foreft, and referved for the king's

game, fuch as flags, wild boars, &c. which no fub-

jeft dares meddle with, though he finds w^oje herd?

of them devouring his corn, and the farmers are

generally great fufferers by them. In a wet feafon

they have the greateft plenty of grain in Zealand.

Their cattle are fmall, and lean in the winter, kept
within doors for feven or eight months of the year,

and fed with grains, roots, weeds, and fuch fluff a$

their owners can provide : but in fummer, wheij

there is grafs to be had, their beef is pretty good.

Near Copenhagen the fea is not flored with fifl>,

which is i'uppofed to proceed from the water not be-

ing fo fait as that in other feas.

The only city worthy of notice in this ifland, and
jindeed ip all Denmark, is the city of Copenhagen,

K 4 ^here
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there being no other in the king's whole dominions

much better than our town of vSt. Alban*s. Copen-

hagen is neither u very ancient, nor a very large

place i it approaching neareft to Briftol of any of

our fcnglilh cities : but its excellent port, renders its

fituation for trade one of the bed in the world. It is

furrounded with fortifications, and the port is incloled

by the bulwarks of the town, the entrance being lb

narrow, that but one fhip can pafs at a time : and this

entrance is eveiy night jfhut up with a ftrong boom

:

the citadel on one fide,' and on the other a good

block- houfe well furnifhed with cannon, command
the mouth. Within this haven rides the royal navy,

every fhip having her place afllgned her : a wooden

gallery ranges the whole inclofure where the fleet lies,

and extending over the water, the {hips may be viewed

from it in as eafy and commodious a manner as if they

lay on dry land. This harbour is capacious enough

to hold five hundred fail, out of the reach of ftorms

and tempefts. But it has been found that tht-ir forti-

fications cannot proted: them from a bombardment
at fea, nor are they always fecure on that fide againii

the attacks of a land army. For the Baltic has been

fo hard frozen, that the Swedes have drawn their ar-

tillery over the ice, and laid fiege to the city. The
buildings of Copenhagen were in general very mean,

they being formed of a kind of cafe-work, with the

intervals beiween the timbers filled up with brick.

The public edifices, and particularly the palace, for-

merly made a very indifierent appearance ; and feve-

ral of tlie noblemen were infinitely better lodged than

the royal family. But on the 28th of Odober 1728,
the city was reduced to alhes, and this conflagration

has contributed greatly to its beauty j for it rofe again

in a more magnificent form; the houfes were built

with brick' and free ilont*, and the king has ereded a

very noble palace. '1 he royal mufeum here contains

an admirable cOUecflion of curiofities both natural and

artifi(:ial^
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l^rtificiA^ prelervcd in eight chambers over the royal

library, v/hich is lar<:c and well fnrnifhed.

The houfes of Copenhagen do not take up above

hilt the ground iiicl)ied by the fortifications. The
ille of Ama^ k, which is icpciratcd from the city only

by a fmall channel of the fea, is united to it by fe-

veral bridges, that afford an eafy Communication:

and in this ifland is what is called the New Town,
which confilts of about four or five hundred houfes,

and contains the arfenal, the mint, the exchange, and

the caftle. This little ifland, which is only about fix

miles in length, is called the garden of Copenhagen,

and is efteemed the moll fertile fpot in Denmark. It

was given long ago to feveral families who came from
North Holland, to make butter and cheefe for the

court; and their defcendants ftill retain the habit,

language, and cuftoms of their predeceflbrs, toge-

ther with their ''leanlinefs and induftry : for they

will not mix with the Danes, but intermarry with

each other. This ifland, through the induftry of
thefe labc.'ioiis people, plentifully fupplies the markets

of Copenhagen wiih all forts of roots and herbs; be-

fide butter, milk, great quantities of corn, and fbme
hay.

The ifland of Funen produces corn and wood fuffi-

cient for the natives, and they have cattle for their

ufe-, but it affords nothing for exportation, excepting

a few horfes. Laland is a plentiful ifland, and pro-

duces all forts of corn in abundance, particularly

wheat, with which it iVipplies Copenhagen, and all

other parts of Denmark.
The iflands of Falftria, Langland, and Mona, are

reckoned tolerable fruitful ; Arroe and Alfen produce
annifeed, which they mix with their bread, and ufe

it in feafoning their meat. Jutland has corn enough
for the natives, and abounds in cattle. The horiiss

and hogs of this country are reckoned very good,
and black cattle are tranfported lean from hence to

Holland, where they grow fat in a fhort time •, of

which
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uhich the Dutch make a confiderable profit. The
country of Slefwick hath a fiifficient quantity of

corn, cattle, and horfes, with which they furnifli

their neighbours. Holftein is a pleafant, fruitful

country, faid to rcfemble England in its variety of

hills, woods, rivers, meadows, and corn fields. Stor-

inar and Ditmarch lie down near the Elb, being a

rich foil, compared to Holland for fertility and im-

provement of its lands, which are fometimes over-

sowed, however, by the neighbouring ocean. Olden-

bourg alfo is a flat country, much expofed to inun-

dations ; but abounds in cattle, and hath a breed of

horlls ellcemed for being of a white or cream colour;

though they have generally tender feet, and laft but

j: little whiJe. Delmenhorft is a more hilly country

than Oldenbourg, and pretty well wooded. Norway
jind Lapland having been already defcribed, there is

;io need of dwelling upon them here.

The iflands of Iceland, Fero, and Schetland are

^Imofl as barren as Norway ; corn will fcarcely grow
in any of them ; but they abound in cattle. The
;iatives of Iceland feed on the flefli of bears, wolves,

and foxes, and bread made of dried fifli t?eat to

powder. They barter their dried fifh, tallow, and

julphur, for fuch other commodities as they want.

There are not, either in the iflands of Iceland or Fero,

any trees, except juniper-flpirubs, birch, and willows

:

but they have roots, and other garden-fluff^, which,

with their fifli, are their greateft fupport. They have

good pafltire, and a tolerable breed of black cattle,

Imall fized horfes, and fome flocks of flieep, and al-

mo't all manner of roots and J^erbs which grow in

other kitchen gardens •, and are pretty well fl:ocked

with fifli and fowl. But the cold is very fevere in all

thefe iQands, and their winter is dark, as may eafily

be gathered from their fituation.

As to the manufactures of Denmark and Norway,
there are none, except of iron ; which is not very

confiderable. Holftein and Slefwick feem to be ex-
* ^ '

• treamlj^
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freamly well fituated for foreign trade, lying botfi

iipon the Baltic and the ocean j but reap little advan-

tage from their fituation at prefent. Hamburgh on

one fide, and Lubec on the other, which border upon
Holftein, are indeed towns of great trade, and the

Dane fometimes pretends to the Sovereignty of Ham-
burgh : but, by the countenance of the neighbour-

ing powers, that city hath hitherto nominally pre-

ferved her liberties, at the expence of heavy contri-

butions occafionally fqucezed out of it, by the

armies of Denmark ; the laft of which was in the year

1762. Jutland and Holftein export nothing but

horfes and cattle. From Norway, indeed, there are

great quantities of fir-timber, for mafts, yards, and
planks exported, with pitch, tar, ft:ock-fifh, oil, and
iron, for which they receive ready money chiefly of

the Englith •, but of the French, wine, brandy, ala-

modes, and other articles.

The Danes have fome inconfiderable fadlories in

the Weft Indies, and on the coaft of Guinea ; and in

the Eaft Indies, they are matters of the city and fort

of Tranquebar, one of the moft confiderable towns
on the eaft-fide of the continent : and from hence

are fent home, fome years, two or three fhips. The
Danes are reckoned to have more fliipping than the

Swedes, the reafon whereof may be, that Norway
furnilhes a confiderable number of hardy feamen,

who are ufed to thofe boifterous feas. The Dutch
alfo maintain great numbers of Norwegians in their

fleets, where they live better than on their own bar-

ren coafts, which makes thefe people apply them-
felves more to the fea-fervice than any other fubjefts

of Denmark : and there is always a confiderable num-
ber of them ready to man the royal navy : which
brings us to enquire into the ftrength and forces of
the Danes by fea and land.

We cannot enter upon this head without making
the fame refleftions that lord Molefworth does. It is

fertain that the levying taxes here is not more griev-''
, .. '

'
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ous to the people, than the reafon for which they are

levied i the maintenance of a great Handing army.

The people are made contributors to their own mi-

fery, and their purles drained in order to maintain

their flavery. The French king has taught the

princes of Europe tl.at pernicious fecret of making
one part of the people bridle and fcourge the other

;

which, in time, muft needs end in a general defola-

tion. The king of Denmark hath even endeavoured

to exceed his original, in raifing more men than his

country will maintain : and, at prefent, the northern

and German princes eiiimate their wealth not by the

fertility or extent of their territory, by the trade or in-

duftry of the people, but by the numbers of horfe

and foot in their fervice : for the fubfiftence of which,

after they have eaten up their own fubjedls, they make
ufe of an hundred cruel and unjuil pretences to ruin

and encroach on their neighbours. When they can-

not accomplifti fuch projects, they foment quarrels

among other princes, that they may have an oppor-

tunity of letting out their troops for hire j and have

found the art of receiving pay, without interefting

themfelves in the quarrel : which hath been the con-

ftant pradlice of the Danes, and fome neighbouring

princes, for many years paft. Thofe pradices, how-
ever, have been very pernicious to Denmark.

It is computed that Denmark, Holftein, and Oldeii-

bourg maintain five ihoufand four hundred and fifty

horfe, fifteen hundred dragoons, and feventeen thou-

fand foot. Norway maintains twelve hundred and

thirty -fix horfe and dragoons, and fourteen thoufand

three hundred foot, making in all a body of near

forty thoufand men. The foot fokliers, both officers

and private men, are generally foreigners, of all

countries, Poles, Germans, Swedes, Scots, &c. There
are more reafons than one for not employing too ma-
ny of the natives ; but the principal, left they ihould

Jhew too much aticdion to their own country, and

not fo readily obey the arbitr.uy commands of their

^jn '

princes.
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the con-

princes. Officers of horlc receive no more pay, in

time of peace, than thofe of the foot. The horfe

are ufually natives, and maintained every one b/ a

free-holder or farmer, who is obliged to provide him

and his horfe with meat, and fix Ihillings a month in

money, half of which the colonel takes toward his

mounting : and in Holftein they have fomething bet-
'

ter pafy than in Denmark. In Norway little money

is expended in paying the forces ; the private foldiers

being quartered on the boors, and, v;hich is an heavy

burthen, fubfifted by them.

For the fea-fervice three thoufand mariners are con-

ftsntly maintained at Copenhagen, as well in peace

as war; having a weekly allowance of fait, flefli^

ftock-filh, or meal, grout, Sec. for themfelves and

their families, and about eighty rix-dallars a year in

money. And there are fevtral llreets of little houfes,

or barracks, near the walls, where they live, and

where their wives and children refide while they are at

fea. Their bufinefs, in time of peace, is to work in

the king's yards and docks, which are over-againft

the palace of Copenhagen, where they take it by

turns to ferve in all laborious works relating to the

Ihipping •, and once a year it is ufual to equip a fmall

fquadron of men of war, and fail with thern two or

three months for exercifmg the faiiors. All the of-

ficers in the fleet are in conflant pay/ as well in peace

as war -, and the Danes compute, that they can rig

out upward of thirty fail of men of war at a very

Ihort warning.

The king's revenues arife from the duties paid by
his own fubjects, the culioms paid by foreigners, the

crown lands, fines» and confifcations. The taxes paid

by his fubjedts are either fixed or variable. Of the-

firft fort are the djuties of import and export, and
the excife commonly called confumption, laid upon
every thing that is ate or drank in the kingdom.
There are alfo duties paid for marriage licences, du-
ties on ftamp-paper, on which all bargains, contrad-s,

4 proceedings
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proceedings at law, &c. are written : fome of thefc

duties amounting to feveral rix-doUars per Hieetl

Duties are alio laid upon brewing and malt, and corn

that is ground in mills. Thele duties are certain,

or feldom altered. The uncertain duties are thh

taxes on land, which are not afleffed b/ the acre, but

according to the annual value of the farm. Poll-

money impofed upon every one according to the per-

fonal eftate he is fuppofed to have, which is fometimes

levied twice a year. Money levied for erefting or

repairing the fortifications. An occafional tax, raifed

only when a daughter of Denmark is to be married,

whofe portion is ufually an hundred thoufand crowns.

A tax laid upon every tradefman for the liberty of

exercifing his calling, and the gain he is liippofed to

make by it; who is obliged alfo to quarter foldiers.

The ground-rents, in all cities and towns, which the

king taxes, according to the value of the houfe or

the ability of the poffeflbr. In Holftein the lands arc

taxed according to the ploughs, each plough paying

a certain fum every month. Not many years fmce

eftimate was made of all the houfes in the citiesan

and towns in the king's dominions •, and all the lands

were meafured, that the crown might the better un-

derftand their value; and the ground- tax, in the

cities and towns, was afleffed at four per cent, of the

whole value the ground was rated at, if it was to be

purchafed ; and the like proportion v/as obferved to-

ward others, in regard to their houfes and profeffion.

The moft moderate affeffment of their poll-tax is

according to the following proportion, viz. a citizen

worth eight oi ten thoufand rix-dollars pays four rix-

dollars for himfelf, four for his wife, two for every

child, and one for each fervant ; and for every horfe a

rix-doUar. An alehoufe-keeper pays one rix-doUar

for himfelf, another for his wife, twenty-four (livers

for every child, and fixteen for every fervant. The
fortification tax is ufually high. A merchant worth

fix or eight thoufand rix-dollars, hath fometimes paid

fixty-
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fixty-cight dollars, an ordinary citizen eight or ten,

and others in proportion.

Denmark, as has been hinted, was till lately go-

verned by a king chofen by the people of all ranks

;

but in their choice, they paid a due regard to the

family of the preceding prince, and if they found one

of his line qualified for that high honour, they thought

it juft to prefer him before any other, and were

pleafed when they had reafon to chufe the eldeft fon

of their former king : but if thofe of the royal family

were deficient in abilities, or had rendered themfelves

unworthy by their vices, they chofe fome other per-

fon, and fometimes a private man for that hig,h

dignity.

Frequent meetings of the ftates was a funda-

mental part of the conftitutron : in thofe ineetings

every thing relating to the government was tranf-

afted 5 good laws were enaded, and all affairs relat-

ing to peace and war, the uifpofal of great offices,

and connfts of marriage for the royal family, were
declarecV ^"he impofing of taxes was purely acci-

dental, « rioney being levied on the people except

to maintain a neceflary war with the advice and con-

fent of the nation, or now and then by way of free-

gift, to add to a daughter's portion : the king's ord -

nary revenue conlifting only in the rents of his lands

and demefnes, in his herds of cattle, his forefts, fec-

vices of tenants in cultivating his ground, &c. for

cuftoms on merchandize were not then known in that

part of the world ; fo that he lived like one of our

modern noblemen, upon the revenues of his- cftate.

It was his bufinefs to fee juftice impartially adminif-

tered ; to watch over the welfare of his people, to

Gommand their armies in perfon 5 to encourage in-

duftry, arts, and learning : and it was equally his

duty and intereft to keep fair with the nobility and
gentry, and to be careful of the plenty and profpe-

rity of the commons.
But
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But in 1660, the three eftates, that is, the nobility,

clergy, and commonalty, being aflembled in order to

pay and difband the troops which had been employed
againft the Swedes -, the nobility endeavoured to lay

the whole burthen on the commons, while the latter,

who had defended their country, their prince, and

the nobility themfelves with the utmoft bravery, in-

fifted that the nobles, who enjoyed all the lands,

ihould at lealt pay their fhare of the taxes, fince they

had fufFered lefs in the common calamity, and done

lefs to prevent its progrefs.

At this the nobility were enraged, and many bit-

ter replies pafTed on both fides. At length the prin-

cipal fenator Handing up, told the prefident of the

city that the commons neither underftood the privi-

leges of the nobility, nor confidered, that they

themfelves were no other than flaves. The word

flaves was followed by a loud murmur from the ckrgy

and burghers : Nanlbn, the prefident of the city of

Copenhagen, and fpeaker of the houle of commons,

perceiving the indignation it occafioned, inftantiy

arofe, and fwearing that the commons were no (laves,

which the nobility fliould foon prove to their coil;

walked out, followed by the clergy and burghers,

and proceeding to the brewers- hall, debated there

on the moft effe<5tual means of humbling the infup-

portable pride of the nobles.

The next morning the commons and clergy march-

ed in great order to the council-houfe, where the

nobles were again aflembled ; and the prefident

Nanfon made a fhort fpeech, obferving that they

had confidered the ilate of the nation, and foiind

that the only way to remedy the diforders of the ftate,

was to add to the power of the king, and render his

crown hereditary, in which if they thought fit to con-

cur they were ready to accompany them to the king,

whom they had informed of their refolution, and

who expected them in the hall of his palace.

The
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The fuddcnnefs of this propofal, and the refolu-

tion. with which it was made, cauled a general con-

fternation among the nobles. They now endeavour-

ed to footh the commons by fair fpeeches ; and urged""

that (0 important an affair fhould be managed with

due folemnity, and that it fliould be regulated in fuch

a manner that it might not have the appearance of a

tumult. To this the prefident replied, that they only

wanted to gain time, in order to fruftrate the inten-

tions of the commons ; who came not thither to

confult, but to aft. After farther debate, the com-
mons growing impatient, the clergy and burghers, led

on by their bilhop and prefident, proceeded without

the nobles to the palace -, and were met by the prime
minifter, who conduced them to the hall of audi-

ence, whither the king foon came to them. The
biftiop made a long fpeech in praife of his majefty,

and concluded with offering him an hereditary and
abfolute dominion. The king returned them his

thanks; but obferved that the concurrence of the

nobles was neceflfary ; he aflured them of his protec-

tion, and promifed to eafe their grievances. The
nobles were all this while in the greatefi: diilraflion;

they could come to no refolution, and broke up in

order to attend the funeral of a principal fenator

;

but while they were at a magnificent dinner, which
was ufually provided on fuch occafions, they were
told that the city gates were fhut up by the king's

orders, and the keys carried to court. They were
now filled with the apprchenfions of being all maf-

facred, and the dread of lofing their lives took away
all thoughts of their liberty : they therefore immedi-
ately difpatched melTengers both to the court and to

the commons, to give notice of their compliance.

But the king being refolved to avail himfelf fully of
the prefent popular difpofition*, which by his cmifTa'

ries he had contributed to ftimulate; would not

I'uffer the gates tp be opened till the whole ceremony
of his inauguration was concluded. Three days time
were neceflary to prepare matters for the fatal hour in

Vol. IV. L which
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which they were to make a formal furrender of their

liberty, scaffolds covered with tapeftry were ereded

in the fquarc before the calUe : orders were giv^n for

the foldiers and burghers to appear in arms under

their rcipective officers ; and on the 27th of Oftober

in the morning, the king, quecn» and royal family

being moun:ed on a theatre erected for that purpofe,

and pkiced in chairs of ftate under canopies of vel-

vet, received publicly the homage of all the fenators,

nobility, clergy, and commons. 1 his was perform-

ed on their knees, each taking an oaih to promote

his majelly*s intereft in all things, and to lerve him

faithfully as became hereditary fubjedts. Here one

Gerdorf, a principal fenator, was the only man
who opened his mouth in behalf of their expiring

liberties; faying, that he hoped and trufted that his

majefty defigned nothing but ^he good of his people,

and not to govern them after the Turkilh manner

:

but he wifhed his fucceffors might follow the example

his majefty would undoubtedly fet them, and make
ufe of tjhat unlimited power for the good, and not for

the prejudice, of his fubjefls. Not one ofthe reft fpoke

21 word, or feemed in the leaft to murmur at what

was done, fo totally had their former haughty fpirit

fubfided. Thofe who had paid their homage now
retired to the council-houfe, where the nobles were

called over by name, and ordered to lubfcribe the

oath they had taken, which they al]»did.

Thus in four days time the kingdom of Denmark
was changed from a ftate but little different from that

of ariftocracy to that of an unlimited monarchy. The

only comfort the commons had left, was to fee their

former oppreflbrs almoft as much humbled as them-

felves; while all that tlie citizens of Copenhagen have

obtained by it is, the infignificant privilege of wearing

fwords : fo that now not a cobler nor a barber ftirs

abroad without one by his fide. The clergy were

indeed the only gainers -, for they reaped many advan-

tages from, this change.

;- However,
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iiowever, no enfigns of majefty ajypear at the

tourt of I>enmark, except fuch as are military ; as

horfe and foot guards, yeomen, and the founda of

drums and trumpets : but the badges of peace,- as

heralds, maces, the chancellor's purfe^ and the fword

of ftate^ are here unknown. The king fits down td

dinner with his queen, children, relations, and gene-

ral officers of the army, till the round table be nljcd.

The court-marlhal inviting fometimes one and fome-^

times another to eat with his majefly till all have had

their turns in that honour. A page in livefy fays

. arace before and after meat i for no chaplain appears

here but in the pulpit. The attendants are one or

two gentlemen, and the reft livery fervants; The
kettle drums and trumpets, which are ranged before

the palace, proclaim aloud ••he very minute when the

king fits down to table; but the ceremony of the

knee is not ufed to his majefty.

As to the perfons of the Danes, they are generally

tall, and ftrong limbed ; their complexion good j

their hair fair, yellow, or red : and as few of t!ie

men wear wigs, they take a great deal of pains in

curling their yellow locks. Neither men nor womea
are alhamed of red hair, or endeavour to change the

colour. They have bad ftiapes, and their mien is not

to be admired. When we fee the Danifli women fit-

ting in a coach or chair, fome of them appear exqui-

litely beautiful; but if they rife and attempt to walk,

they fpoil all. Both ladies and gentlemen in fummer
afFed to wear the French drefs ; but in winter wrap'

themfelves up hi furs or wool, like the reft of the

horthern people. They are neat in their linen, chang-

ing it often, and affect too much magnificence. Ic

is obfervcd that Denmark feldom produces a great

genius ; they are not good at invention or imitation^

and are neither deeply learned, nor exquifite me-
chanics. Polite learning they are perfe(^l ftrangers to,

and few books are found amongft them, except thofe

of comroverfial religion.
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Lord Molefworth, in fumming up their chara6lery

fays, he never knew a country where the minds of peo-

ple were more upon a level. As we find none of extra-

ordinary parts or qualifications, or excellent in parti-

cular ftudies or arts, lb we fee no enthufiafls, madmen,
natural fools, or whimfical people: but a certain me-

diocrity of underilanding reigns among them; every

one plods on in the ordinary track of common fenfe,

^vithout deviating to the right or left. The common
people, however, in general, write and read; and

their clergy ufually talk Latin, but not in the greateft

purity. The vices the gentry are moft addiSed to,

are gluttony and drunkennefs. When they fit down

to eat and drink, they never know when to rife, but

the debauch fometimes continues whole days and

nights. The firft thing a friend is prefented with at

his coming into the houfe is a dram of brandy ; and

they are no fooner fet down to dinner, but every man

and woman hath alfo a glafs fet by their plate : and on

propofing a health take off their glafles together, and

by that means make a quick difpatch. The women
indeed retire after dinner, but the men fit it out

till they have loft (which is not foon done) their little

fenfe.

The liquors drank by people of condition are Rhe-

riifli-wines, cherry-brandy, and all forts of French-

wines. The men are fond of them, and the fair fex

do not refufe them. The poor people indulge in bad

beer and fpirits extrafted from malt or barley. Nor
do the Norwegians, who can afford it, come behind

the Danes ; it is the cuftom of the country ; and both

among the gentry and common people, lewdnefs and

intemperance pals for wit and ingenious converfation.

As to their eating, the tables of people of condition

are covered with a variety of dilhes ; but the fleih,

except beef and veal, is generally lean and ill tafted;

their tame fowls and wild ducks are fcarce eatable.

There are no fallow deer, woodcocks, pheafants, or

rabbits ; and r^d deer are the king's game, and not

to bepurcliafed. 1 heir hares and their bacon are ex-

cellent,
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cellent, as are their freih-water Bfli, particularly the

carp* perch, and cray fifh ; but fea-fifh is fcarce and

ill tafted: and in" general, their cookery is not agree-

able to an Englilh palate. The common people in

town and country live upon coaric ,76 bread, lean

fait fifh, ftock-fifh, roots, and very bad checfe; fel-

dom touting freih Bfh, and hardly ever flefh. As
to the chara^er of the common people, they are

poor, and mean-fpirited, far from the warlike temper

of their anceftors ; inclined to cheating, and intoler-

ably jealous and fufpicious that others have a defign

upon them ; which may be obfervcd to be the cafe

of moft men of limited underilandings. In our

age, fays PufFendorf, the Danes have loft much of

their ancient glory, becaufe the prefent nobility and

gentry are rather for enjoying their revenues in eafe

and luxury, than for undergoing the fatigues of war;

and the commonalty have rollowed their example.

The Norwegians undergo all kinds of hardfhips

with more courage and vigour, to which they are in-

ured by the climate they live in : but the Danes, ever

fince they have been mafters of Norway, have endea*

voured to deprefs and keep that people under, by
taking from them all the opportunities of exerting

themlelves ; and there are now very few of the ancient

nobility left in Norway. The Danes travel either in

waggons, on horfeback, or in Aedges *, and there is

an officer who regulates the prices of carriage, and
puniihes thofe who extort more than their due. If

any gentleman can procure a warrant from the court,

when he is about to undertake a journey, the pea-

f^nts or farmers are obliged to furnifli him with horfcs

and carriages, in every country through which he
pafles, without being allowed any thing, as they do
for the king and court whenever they travel. The
Danes have their playhoufe for their diverfion «, they

take their pleafure alfo in their fledges upon the ice in

winter. But downright drinking is their favourite

rpcj-eationj the moftTerious affairs fubmit to this, the

h ^
great
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great bufincfg of the day and night. Nor do the

Panes indulge more in eating and drinking than i^

their lodging ; for as there is no place where there is

greater plenty of good feather-beds, they lay one

under, another over them, all the winter feafon,

But lodgings for ftrangers are procured with diffi-

culty in private houfes j and in pubjic-houfes ihty are

obliged to eat and fleep in common, no man being

allowed a room to himielf, except his quality be very

}ngh indeed.

The king of Denmark is the great interpreter of

his laws, and can change them at pleafure. He is

the fupream judge and prefident of the high court of

jvftice, when he pleafes to fit there, which is not

cfttn : however, whether prcfent or abfent, the ad-

vocates always addrefs themfclves to the king. The
princes of the blood, and the nobility and gentry, are

(Commonly tried in this high court-, and the fuper-

int€ndants, or bifhops, have the fame privilege, if

charged with herefy, or any other notorious crime.

A perfon guilty of theft is not only fentenced to

be whipped, and to hard labour in the public works,

but to reftore double the value of the goods ftolen

to the owner. Coining is punilhed with the lofs of

life and honour, and confilcation of the eftate of the

offender j and the fame punilhmcnt is inflidled on him

who removes an antient landmark. He who counter-

feits the hand and feal of another, or forges a writ-

ing, is fentenced to have his head cut off, his goods

confifcated, and declared infamous. The torture is

feldom ufed in Denmark, but in caies of high trea-

fon; and then only upon perfons already convidted

pf the fame crime, in order to make them difcovcr

their accomplices. Duels, and even the challenging

another to fight, is punilhed with the lofs of life and

eftate i and feconds, who do not endeavour to pre-

vent it, are puniflied in like manner. He who is

killed in a duel is not fuffercd to be buried in confe-

^rated ground j whoever reflcds upon another for

" " ' refufing
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rcfufing a challenge, is punilhablc, and declared in-

famous by a Dauifh law,

In cafes of (hipwreck, the Danifh fubjefts are

required to give all imaginable afTiftancc to thofe in

diftrefs, and to preferve the goods for the owner's

ufe. The (hips which guard the coalls are diredted to

fave what etefbs they can, for which they have a

moderate reward -, and the owners are permitted to

fell them in the country, or embark them on board

other vcflels. If a fliip or goods be driven on thp

coaft, and nobody appears to claim them, the king's

officers, or the lord of the manor, takes care to pre-

ferve them : or if they are peri (liable goods they

fell them to the beft advantage, for the brnefit of

the owner : but if they are not reclaimed within a

year and a day, they become the property of the king,

or the lord of the place. If the mafter of any (hip

finds goods floating on the fea, he is to take care of,

and deliver them to the next magiftrate-, who muft

keep them a year and a day, to fee if any one cart

claim them ; and if nobody owns them, they belong

to the king •, and if any one conceal or embezzle

fuch wrecked goods, he is to be punifhed as a felon

:

and the law is much the fame where the perfon finds

goods or cattle • upon the road ; for he is obliged to

publifh them in the court of the diflrid, and can

have no property in the goods till a year and a day be
pafl", where nobody comes in to reclaim them. ''^\-*

There being but one univerfity in Denmark, a di-

vinity reader is appointed to refide in every cathedral,

to expound the Scriptures to the people ; and theft

divinity readers, as well as the matters of colleges,

are examined by the profeflbrs of the royal academy
of Copenhagen before they are admitted to officiate

:

private fchools are exprefly prohibited by the laws of
Denmark, and none allowed but thofe eftabliflied

'

by public authority in the cities and great towns;

and they have two or three mailers belonging to each

fchool, who have taken their degree of mailers of arts

at leaft, as well as the redlor.

L 4 - No
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No pcf(6n is at liberty to fend a tutor to travel

with his fon, who hath not been firft examined by the

fuperintendant of the diocefe, and found to be or-

thodox in religion \ and the fame is required where
one takes a tutor into his houfe, who alfo ought to

be a ftudcnt of the univerfity of Copenhagen. As
no other method of teaching is allowed, than that

prefcribed by the government-, fo no other books

may be read, but fuch as are approved by authority,

which are compofed by the profeflbrs of their univer-

fity. The importation of books is alfo prohibited,

efpecially thofe which treat of any other fort of reli-

gion, than that el^ablifhed amongd them.

The clergy of this kingdom are divided into three

clafles, viz. fuperintendants or bilhops, intendants,

which fome compare to our archdeacons, and curates

or parifh priefts. The fuperintendant is obliged to

vifit his diocefe once every year, and to lie in the par-

fon's houfe, when he comes to any place ; who is to

entertain him, fervants and four horfes, gratis. The
fur^i intendants are confecrated by the bilhop or

fuperintendant of Zealand, afliftcd by five or fix

priefts ; but are all nominated by the king.

The fuperintendant holds a kind of fynod twice a

year, confining of the intendant in his dioceil*, where

the governor of the province prefides for the king.

The overfeers are chofen by the parifh priefts of each

county or diftridt, in conjunftion with the fuperinten-

dant : and he is obliged to vifit all the parifhes under

his infpeftion once a year, at leaft, and hath a power
of cenluring the lives and converfations of the priefts

in their refpe^live divifions. They fee that the churches

are kept in repair, and that their revenues are not

alienated or mifapplied. No perfon can be admitted

into priefts orders until he hath a cure prodded for

him. He muft have a certificate alfo from the

divinity-profeflbr of the univerfity, concerning the

progrcfs he hath mi"dc in h's ftudies, and his qualifi-

cations for the pulpit ; and if he do not come imme-
diately from ihc univerfity, he mult have them from

:. the
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the ovcrfeer and parifh pricft, where he refidcs : and

they arc oblieed to perform divine fervice according

to the cftablimcd form or ritual, obferved at St. Ma»

ry*s in Copenhagen.

They are obliged to pray for the king and magi-

ftracy, and for the propagation of the gofpcl •, and are

prohibited to admit any to the facranient, who have

not firft been at confeiTion. But the penitent, it is

faid, need not give an account of every particular fin.

A general conrcflion, according to the order the com-

mands (land in, intitles him to abfolution. Ths
prielt is alfo forbid to take any money, which the

Lutheran minifters frequently do notwithftanding.

The prieft may not divulge the confcfTion of any

one, where it is particular; unlefs in cafes of high

treafon, or for the prevention of fome great mifchief

by fuch difcovery, on pain of deprivation ; and in

this cafe the name of the penitent ought to be con-

cealed as long as poffible. Popilh prielh are pro-

hibited to enter the Danifli dominions, on pain of

death; nor is their law lefs fevere againft thofe the/

denominate heretics. Jews are forbid to come into

the kingdom without a royal licence ; and whoever
difcovers a Jew is intitled to a reward of fifty crowns.

Their laws alfo are fevere againft gypfies and fortuae-

tellers.

A man is not to fell or alienate his lands before he
is five and twenty years of age, without the confenc

of his neareft relation ; and a woman, whether fhe be
maid or widow, can never part with her '?nds, but
muft leave them to defcend as the law dl; ::s. An
uninterrupted poffeflion of twenty years is held to

make a good title, and they are not permitted to run
farther back in trials of propertT\ Ail obligations

alfo, and perfonal debts, are held to be void if not

renewed within twenty years ; for notes, and bills cf
exchange, are of equal force with an obligation : but
the law allows eight days for all kinds of payments to

be made beyond the time prefixed, and if that time be

fl;ipfcd four and twenty hours, the creditor may protcft

it,
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it, and have proceflcs thereon againft the original

dcdLor or acceptor. No perfon is obliged to pay any

money loft at gaming.

The tenure of villainage ftill prevails in many parts

of Denmark -, and their vaflals, or tenants, who hold

by this bafe tenure, are purchafed, and delcend with

the lands they live upon, like fi(h in the waters, or

deer in a park: nor can thefe peafants leave the lands

they belong to, and retire elfewhere -, if they do, the

lord of the foil may reclaim them, with their goods -, nor

can any town or place receive them, unleis they pro-

duce a licence from their lord, and a certificate from

the minifter of the parilh where they laft inhabited

:

and if a peafant of this clafs endeavours to conceal

himfelf, his lord may feize him, and put him in pri-

fon, or remove him to any other tenement or farm,

by way of punifhment. And if the wife of one of

thefe peafants be brought to-bed on the lands of an-

other lord, the child Ihall, however, belong to the

lord where the father lives. Although the lord has a

power to infranchize his peafant, or fell him with the

land, yet he cannot fell him fingly or feparate from

the manor or eftate. The children of the ecclefiaftics

of the peafant race are free, and fo are all ftudents

in the liberal arts.

A peafant cannot have the freedom of any town

till he is firft infranchifed by the lord ; but if he hath

refided ten years in any city unreclaimed, and be-

comes a tradefman, or artificer, or applies himfelf to

the fea, he is free. A peafant alfo who hath lived

twenty years in a foreign village out of the lord's

land, thereby procures his freedom ; or if he g(^s

into the army and obtains a commiflion, this gives

him his freedom. As to game laws, every freeholder

may hunt, and filli in his own grounds; and the

nobility and gentry have the privilege of hunting in

common or wafte grounds within ten miles of their

feats, except in the king's parks; and they may filh

in lakes and ponds which are not the king's : but if
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any lord hunt, (hoot, or fifli, in any place belonging

to his majefty, he forfeits for every ftag one thonfand

rix- dollars, for a fallow deer eight hundred, for a

hare four Jiundred -, and for every fwan, goofe, duck,

partridge, or other fowl two hundred. And who-

ever is coavided of hunting in another's lands, for-

feits an hundred ounces of lilver for every offence.

The great alteration that has happened in Den-

mark, of the changing the monarchy from elective

to hereditary, and from being the moft limited, into

the moft ablblute of any in liurope, has had a very

ftrong efFe6l upon all ranks and degrees of people in

that country j and may be faid, in fome meafuie, to

have made a total change in their temper, and it» the

nation. The nobility of Denmark, who were for-

merly as remarkable for their military virtues as any

}n Europe, .are now very feldom mentioned j and

thofe of Norway are in a manner extinguiflied.

According to the beft maxims of policy, we may
very fairly conclude, that in cafe the kings of Den-
mark a6t with the fame prudence and caution that they

have done for many years paft, they will be in a con-

dition to preferve what they at prefent"enjoy, and be

alio at liberty to promote and improve their manufac-

tures and commerce j which have been greatly

encouraged of late years, and been attended with all

the fuccefs they coujd reafonably expecl.

By thefe methods the interior ftrength of the king-

dom will be daily augmenting ; the fhipping, and
confequently the naval force, of Denmark continu-

ally increafing, and though thefe advantages may be
(low in their nature, yet they are at the fame time fa!

very certain, and of fuch high importance, that they

will, if (leadily profecuted, change the whole face of
affairs in this country : and before the clofe of the

prefent century, r lore the antientluftre of the crown
of Denmark, and perhaps raife its fovercigns to a
higher rank, than hitherto they have ever held

^mongft the lijuropcan powers.
,$-
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A COMPREHENSIVE

C C O U N T
O F T H E

Kingdom of P O L A N D.

Colle6led chiefly from the Writings of Dr. Bernard
Conner, who refided in that kingdom in quality of

phyfician to king John Sobieski.

WITH refoeft to the extent, fituation, and pro-

duce of the country, and the force of the in-

liabitants, Poland is none of the leaft confiderablc,

though far from being the beft known kingdom in

Europe. It is thought to extend in length from
eaft to weft, about leven hundred miles-, and in

breadth, from north to fouth, about fix hundred.

On the north it has Livonia and other provinces of

the Mufcovitc empire: on the caft it is alfo bound-

ed by the Ruffian dominions and Lefler Tartary: on
the fouth by Moldavia, Tranfylvania, and Hungary •,

and on the weft by Pomerania, Brandenburgh, Sdefia,

and Moravia. By this defcription, it appears, that

the inhabitants of Poland have for their neighbour:,

the Ruffians, Turks, Tartars, Hungarians, and other

fubjcdls of the houfe of Auftria, and thofe of the king

of Pruffia. The air of this country is in general tem-

perate and healthful, and more fettled both in winter

and fummer, than in thofe countries which border

ort the ocean. The only fea which walhes any part of

Poland is the Baltic, which lies to the northward of

it -, but it is well watered by lakes and rivers.

Their lakes lie chiefly in the Greater Poland, Cu-
javia, and the territory of Lublin •, and both lakes

and rivers abound with filh. Their principal riven
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ait the Weifel, or Viftula, which rifes in the Cra-

patch or Carpathian mountains, which divide Hun-
gary from Poland •, its courfes are partly to the eaft-

ward, but generally it runs from fouth to north, wa-

tering many great cities, particularly Cracow, Lu-
blin, Warfaw, Thorn, Marienburgh, and Dantzick ;

after which it difcharges itfelf into the Baltic Sea.

The Warca or Varta, which rifes in the Lefler Po-

land, and running toward the north-weft, pailes by
Kalifch, Pofnan, and ieveral other great towns, after

which it falls into the Oder. The Nicper or Borift-

hcnes, which divides the dominions of Mufcovy
from thofe of Poland, in feveral places, falls at

length into the Black Sea near Oczakow. The
Nv*;ifter or Tyra, which rifes in Red Ruflia, and run-

ning to the fouth-eaft through Podolia, pafTes on to

Bender in Turkey, and falls into the Black Sea, about

fixty miles to the northward of the mouth of the Da-
nube. The Dwina, which divides Livonia from
Courland, falls into ;:he Baltic near Riga. The Bog,

which rifes firom a lake in Podolia, and bending

its courfe to the fouth eaft, unites its waters with the

Nieper, a little before that river falls into the Black

Sea. Near the mouth of thefe two united rivers

ftands the fortrefs of Kafilcarmen, which the -ate czar*

of Mufcovy took from the Turks; and by that

means, is opened a communication with the Black

Sea i but he was obliged to reftore this place as well

as Afoph to the grand feignior^ upon the defeat he
met with on the banks of the Pruth. Niemen or

Ruffe rifes in the palatinate of Novogrodeck, and
taking its courfe to the north-weft, paffes by Grodno,
and at length falls into the Baltic.

The dominions of Poland are ufually divided into

eight large provinces, viz. Proper Poland, the great

dukedom of Lithuania, Pruflia, Samogitia, and Cour-
land, Warfovia or Maflbvia, Palachia and Polefia,

Red or Little Ruffia, Podoha, Volhinia, and the

Ukrain. The foil for the moll part is champaign and
open

i but toward the borders of Hungary mountain

t nous
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nous and woody, fo that the places farthcft diflant

from Hungary are moft fruitful. There is only one

great mountain in the middle of Leflcr Poland, called

Mons Calvus. It has a monaftcry on the top, famous,

as they pretend, for the real crofs of Chrift : what

other hiUr> one meets with here, are" rather rifing

grounds than mountains. The eaftern parts of the

kingdom are full of woods, forefts, lakes, marflie's,

and rivers, which afford a delightful profped in that

open country. Almoft all of it, is faid to have been

overgrown with wood, but now being cultivated by

the inhabitants is very fertile, and produces every

where all kinds of fruit, corn, and herbs. A great

part of the corn made ufe of in Holland comes from

this country by way of Denmark.
They have a good breed of horfes, fo that their ca-

valry is numerous, and well mounted. Their paftures

are good, and feed a great many cattle,' which they

export to foreign countries : the forefts abound with

wild bealls, and alfo with bees, that afford vaft quan-

tities of honey and wax. They have alfo abundance

of flax and hemp, and vines in many places, whofe

grapes are grateful to the tafte, efpecially if the fum-

mer and harvell be favourable-, but the wine is gene-

.»rally very fliarp when drawn off. In the mountains

there ar^ mmes of lead, filver, copper, and iron;

with other kinds of minerals, as quickfilver at Tuftan

in Red Ruffia, and vitriol near Biecz in the palatinate

of Cracovia : but the moft confiderable of all are the

fait mines at Bochina and Vehfca in Leffer Poland^

which are the chief riches of the country. They work

in thofe mines as we do in our coal-pits ; the fait is

generally of a bluifl;i colour, but fome of it white and

tranfparent, like cryftal: when it is new dug it has a

brackifti tafte, but when expofed to the air becomes

brittle, and more fweet ; they have alfo fome veins

of Sal Gemm^s. The woods are well" ftored with

hares, coneys, fquirrels, deer, foxes, bears, wolves^

and boars. The Maibvian forefts have plenty of

elks, wild affes, buffaloes, and bifontits, which in

i fliape
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(hape And horns refemble an ox; have manes lik^

horfcs, beards on their lower jaws, tongues rough

like a file, and very hard, a bunch on their bkcks,

and th^ir hair fmells like mu(k. They are incredibly

ftrong i the Polifh nobility hunt them, and eiteem

ther flefh when powdered a grc^t d unty.

The weftern parts of this kingdom produce a great

dtfal of corn of all forts, whi« h is exported from Dant*

zick ; as alfo honey, wax, amber, hides, tanned lea*

ther, Mufcovite and Polifti furs, oak, wainfcor,

mails, planks, fir, deal, pitch, tallow, lalt, hops,

hemp, flax, fait pctre, pot-a(hes, opium, i^riiflian

wool, for coarfe manufactures ; vitriol, lapis lazuli,

vermilion, brafs, lead, iron, copper, glafs, andeartht^n-

ware, oxen, (heep, hogs, &c. to different parts of Eu-
rope. They import it jtrs, fiik, and worfted •, Englifh

cloths, tapeftry, jewels, fables, falt-fifh, tin, Itccl,

martens, ike. iron-ware, Rhenilh, French, Spanifh,

and Hungarian wines, fpirits, aqua vitas, brandy,

fpice, of which they make great confumption. They
might be much richer, if they were induftrious and

frugal, and applied themfelvcs to manufactures , but

the Poles are little inclined to either : for the gentry

are abfolutely forbid to follow trade, of any kind,

on pain of forfeiting their honour ; and the common-
alty generally want funds, fo that all the trade there

is chiefly carried on by foreign merchants : befide,

iuch of the Poles as have any fortunes, fpend too

much of their revenues in coftly habits and luxury, to

be able to undertake any confiderable traffic. Nor
have they good ports, except Dantzick., which is not

enough to improve the trade of fo large a country. It

is to this want of commerce with other nations, that

the Poles owe moft of the defedts in their govern-

ment ; for if they were once convinced of them, there

is jiot a nation in Europe more capable of corre6ling

them, as we may gather from a familiar inftance. One
of their monarclis being in Germany, and not having it

in his power to converfe with ftrangers in Latin -, he
was fo fcnfible of the defedt, that upon his return to

Poland,

V
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Pdand, he czukci a grammar-fchool to be eredted in

every town throughout the kingdom-, fo that now
there is not a country in Europe where Latin is fo ge-

nerally undcrftood as it is here.

From the time of Lechus, the kings of Poland

have been eledcd to the crgwn in a regular defcent,

though not by an hereditary title. I'hey have really

been abfolute, and their will went for law;- for they

made peace and war when they pleafed, levied

troops as they thought fir, punifhed or pardoned at

pleafure *, and all the adminiftration, either of public

or private affairs, was fo wholly lodged in the king's

hands, that ihe Poles themlelves fay, that Sigifmund

II, the laft king of the Jagellon family, was to the

full as abfolute as either the king of France or Den-

mark is now. Whillt the kings of Poland thus main-

tained a fupreme power over their fubjeds, they

exceedingly enlarged their dominions, were feared

abroad and beloved at home, commanded numerous
armies, executed enterprizes fpeedily, and were al-

ways fure of fuccefs ; and this, becaufe they did not

then, as now, depend upon the lingering and tedious

conclufions of a turbulent dyet. But the family of

Jagellon being once extindl by the death of Sigif-

mund II. who had refigned his kingdom to the fenate

and Polifh gentry, and given them full power and

authority to difpofe thereof as they thought fit ; the

crown of Poland was declared once more elective ; to

the end, that all the princes of Chriftendom, who
had due merits and qualifications, might have a right

to afpire thereunto.

This has given occafion to moft of the princes of

Europe ever fmce to court the Polifli nobility, ei-

ther to get the eledion determined in their own
favour, or elfe to have fome of their friends ad-

vanced to that great dignity. The gentry of Poland

therefore obferving, that feveral princes always afpired

to their crown -, and confidering that none of them
had more right than the reft, and that it lay altoge-

ther in, their own power to choofe whom they plealed,

7 ,
rciblved
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i-fcfolvcd unanimoudy to eleft none but fuch as would
fwear to obfcrve the terms and conditions they pro-

pofed. By this means, the Poles have clipped and
limited the antient power of their kings, and have

reduced it to the bounds we now find it ; that is^

barely to a third part of the dyet. For the Poles

availed themfelves of a judicious conclufion, that no
prince would be fo imprudent as to fcruple fubmit-

ting to any reafonable conditions, to become mafter

of fo confiderable a kingdom, to which he had no
right, either by birth or any other claim.

Thus the Polilh gentry, of an abfolute monarchical

government, have made a perfeft republic, confiding

of three orders ; the king, fenate, and nobility. The
Polifh nation is divided into two forts of people. The
nobility, gentry, or free-born fubje6ts, who arc hardly

a tenth part of the kingdom ; and their vaflals, who
are no better than flaves; for they have no benefit of

the laws, can buy no eftates, nor enjoy any property.

The dyet of Poland is compofed of two houfes

;

the houfe of fenators, anfwerable to our houfe of
lords; and the houfe of nuncios, not unlike our

houfe of commons : the fenators are the bifhops,

palatines, caftellans, and the ten great officers of

the crown •, in all about one hundred and forty-two.

In the upper- houfe the fenators fit, not by any writ

of fummons, or letters patent, as in England; but

only by virtue of the great preferments in the king's

gift, which they enjoy for life; fo that the king

conftitutes the whole upper-houfe. The lower, are

the reprefentatives of the gentry, eledled by them
alore in their refpedive provinces, without; the con-

currence of the common people, who have no pri-

v'lege in their eledlion : infomuch that nine parts in

ten of the people in Poland are excluded from any
Ihare in the government.

The grand dyet of Poland is the king, fenators,

and deputies, allembled in any part of the kingdom
his majefty commands. Without this great alTembly

Vol. IV. M of



j6i An Account of the Kingdom

of the ftates, the king can neither make nor repeal

laws, declare war, conclude a peace, make alliance

with any forctgn prince, raife troops, impofe taxes, or

coin money: in a word, he can determine no matter of

any importance, without the unanimous concurrence

of this parliament, which they ftile the free dates of

Poland. Several motives have inclined the Poles to

eftablifh this kind of mixt government ; which they

take to be a juft temperament, of whatever is to be

found moft excellent in the feveral monarchies, ari-

itocracies, and democracies that have been in the

world. It has however appeared from experience,

that their endeavours in this refpedt have not been

very fuccefsful, fince there is hardly a conftitution in

the world, or at lead in Europe, that anfwers the ends

of government worfe than theirs; which is very often

the cafe, where people aim at fuch a degree of perfec-

tion as is not to be attained in human affairs.

The republic is divided into two dates, the king-

dom of Poland, and the great dutchy of Lithuania

;

both which are but as one body, having the fame

king, the fame dyet, the fame laws, the fame privi-

leges, the fame religion •, and, as the natural refult

of all thefe, the lame intered : thefe two dates are fo

well united, that a king cannot be eleded, a law

made, or any thing of confequcnce done, without

the mutual confent of both.

A king of Poland, when he is jud, liberal, and

religious ; one, who obferves the laws and conditu-

tions ; and, in a word, who has no other intered but

the good and fafety of his fubjefts ; is as much re-

fpeded, and as faithfully obeyed in times of peace

and war, as mod princes in Europe. As to what
relates to war, no monarch has greater advantages •,

for he is neither at the trouble of raidng forces, or

expence in maintaining them -, his bufinels being only

to convene the dyet, and they do all thefe things.

After war is declared, he can continue the fame either

by himfelf or his generals, can regulate his troops,

-
. .. - - and
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and fee his army paid out of the treafory of the repub-

lic : he has great reafon to hope for fuccefs in hi^

expeditions, becaufe he not having undertaken therri

on his own account, thofe that engaged him will in-

fallibly fupport him in them, and the rather, by
reafon that what was done, was done with their con-

fent. This has proved the caufe of almoft never-

failing fuccefs to the Polilh army till of lite days,

when the king and his fubjefts have not had fucll

good intelligence with each other as formerly.

The king of Poland has great incomes of his own 3

for the Poles never care to ele6l a poor prince, for*

fear his children may come to be a charge to them
after his death. He gets befide valt fums of money
for nominations to employments ; which have been

fold, though diredlly contrary to the conftitutions of
the kingdom ; nay, the eccleliaftical benefices, which
are very confiderable, are alfo put under contributiori

by fome cunning artifice or other : thus the promo-
tion of the bifliop of Cracow, whofe bifliopric is

worth eight thoufand pounds fterling per annum,
which will go further than twenty thouland pounds iii

England, was, in the reign of king John Sobiefl^i,-

procured, by laying a wager with the queen of fifty

thoufand crowns, that he did not obtain that prefer-

ment ; which as foon as the king knew, he beftowcd
upon him, and lb the queen won her wager. The
crown revenues arife from cuftoms andtexcifcs, from
part of the duties of the port of Dantzkk, from the

heavy tax laid upon the Jews, and from the fait

mines; which all top^ether bring in rather more
than three hundred thoufand pounds -of our mo-
ney annually. But the king's power in beflovving

preferments does not extend to foreigners-, neither'

can he take away any poll that he bellows, or lefTcni

its revenues or p>*ivilcges. His eldclt fon has th(^

title of prince of Poland while his father lives ; but
he lofcs it upon the acceflion of a new king, and i.T

rtiled prince by the* nume of his fanuly: and luch

M 2 ,
precautions
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precautions are taken, that it is very difficult for a

king of Poland to make the crown hereditary in his

own family.

We come now to fpeak of the nobility of Poland,

which comprehends all the gentry in that country,

and even ail thofe whom in England we ftile only

freeholders. Of thefe every gentleman or nobleman

has his coat of arms granted by the republic •, but

then he, or fome of his family, muft have an eftate in

land. They are capable of the greateft offices in the

kingdom, and may buy lands where they pleafe, and

have a right to be eledled king, if their credit and

interert can procure it. Every gentleman is a fove-

reign prince in his own lands, and has power of life

and death over his tenants-, who have no laws nor pri-

vileges to proteft them. They dare not leave his

lands to go to others, on pain of death, unlefs he fells

them i and if he do, his tenants pafs with his lands.

But if their lords ravilh their wives, or daughters,

the tenants may leave his fervice.

If one lord kills another's fervant he is not punifh-

ed for it, but only obliged to give him another in his

room, or as much money as will buy one ; and to

maintain the family of him that is killed. If he kills

one of his own flaves he only pays a fine ; nay, if

one gentleman kills another, he cannot be appre-

hended or imprifoned, unlefs convidled by a court of

juftice; which gives him time enough to efcape: and

when condemned he cannot be executed without the

king's confent. No foldiers can be quartered upon

the gentry ; if any officer does it, the dyet either

fentcnces him to die, or declares him infamous. The
houl'es of the nobility are fan<Sluaries, fo that no de-

linquent can be taken there by force, though he has

been arrefted. If a nobleman will fwear that his

goods were not bought, but are the produdl of his

lands, he may fend them any wJiere out of the king-

dom, and without cuftom •, and after he has fworn,

his certificate fuffices to exempt the purchafer from

the
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the duty. In PrufTia the nobles are not only free from

cuftoms, but likewife all other inhabitants, by the

Magna Charta of Culm. All the gentry of Poland

are equal by birth, and therefore they don't value

titles of honour; but think that of a noble Pole,

or gentleman of Poland, the greatell they can have.

Neither the king nor the republic bellow the title of

prince, which belongs only to the fons of the royal

family ; for though fome are made princes of the em-
pire, and as fuch enjoy the title ot prince, they have

no precedency upon that account. Nor have they

any dukes, marquifles, counts, vifcounts, or barons,

but what have foreign titles, which the reft generally

defpife.

Thefe great privileges make the Polifh gentry

powerful ; many of them have large territories, with

a defpotic power over their tenants, whom they call

their lubjedts : fome of them have eftates of five, fome
fifteen, fome twenty, and fome thirty leagues in ex-

tent. But the poor gentry have their votes in the

dyet as well as the richeft. Some of them are here-

ditary fovereigns of cities, with which the king has

nothing to do. Lubomirlki poiTefles above four thou-

land towns and villages •, fome of them can raife five,

fix, eight, and ten thoufand men, and maintain them
at their own charge. The ^^ntry of note have horfe

and foot guards, which keep 1entry night and day
at their gates. They make an extraordinary figure

when they come to the dyet ; as fome of them have

five thoufand guards. They efteem themfelves, efpe-

cially the fenators, above any prince in Germany, and
want nothing of ibvereign power but the liberty of
coining money, which is referved to the republic.

Foreign ambafladors are obliged to make a great

figure here, otherwile the gentry defpife them. When
great men h^ve fuits at law, the dyet, or other tribu-

nals decide them ; yet the execution of the fentence

mull be left to the Ibngeft f^vord i for the juftice of
the kingdom is commonly too weak for the Gran-

M 3 dees.
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dees. Sometimes they raife five or fix thoiifand men
pf a fide, plunder and burn one another's cities and

bffiege calt'es and forts : for they think it below

tlicm to fubmit to the fentcnce of judges without

a fie'd bat'.le.

Nvjbility is forfeited here three ways: by fome hein-

ou.s crime \ for indance, when a nobleman permits

one tliat is ignoble to ufurp his coat of arms j by

exercifing any trade or merchandize i (fometimes pol-

terity are rellored, when parents have quitted their

title through poverty) and by bearing office in any

city that is not privileged. All the nobility love to

make a fliew, and to be fpiendidly clad.

They formerly delighted in foreign fafbions ; when
they had wars againft the Mufcovites they followed

thpirs, and when with tlie Turks they took up their

haJDits. I'lieir prefent garb is a veil that reaches to

tlie middle of their legs, with a long robe lined with

fur, and tied about their middle with a fafh ; little

boots with iron heels, fur caps, and a fabrc by their

fide. Wl'icn they ride they have a Ihort cloak, like

an Irilh mantle, furred within and without. The
better fort have rich furs from Mufcovy, but the

poorer gentry content themfelves with the fivins of ty-

geis, leopards, panthers, and a kind of grey furs. The
iincfb of their fiir-fuits coil above a thoufand crowns,

are worn only at dyets, and defcend from father to

fon. Some of the Polilh gentry imitate the French

falhion, and wear Jinen, lace, perukes, and fwords.

I'he ordinary fort of gentr)^ put chaff into their boots.

Som.e of their nobles have fifty fuits of cloaths, ail

as rich as poflible, and they love to have their fer-

vants as v/ell apparelled almoft as themfelves.

^ As to the peafants, they are born flaves, have no

notion of liberty; in Cpurland they are as fubjed: to

tiieir landlords, as in Poland, and in both countries

^Imofl, adore theni. They love their larfdlords, fight

for them, and all they have is ^blblutely at their de-

yotion.
i^ji j/i i.
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votion. When they debauch their wives or daugh-

ters, thofe poor wretches do not think their women
the worfe, or that they tliemldves are difhonouad

by it. They have fcarce any religion, but, liicc brutes,

work on Sundays for their own iubfiftence, bcin^ ob-

liged to work three or four days in a week for their

mafcers, without meat or wages ; each of them earns

his mailer, at Icafl, ten pounds per annum. 1 iiey

have no property -, nor can they be made free, ex-

cept they go into fome convent, and are ordained

priefts ; or their mafters ravifli their wives or d.iugh-

ters. When a lord lets any ground to a pealanr, he

orders his other peafants, at their charge, to build

him a houCe, to give him a cow, hens, gecfc, and
as much rye as will keep him a year.

Dodor Connor informs us, he afked fome Polifli

noblemen, why they fo inhumanly treated and un-

dervalued their boors -, who anfwered, that formerly

all the boors revolted from their landlords, and con-

fpired to extirpate them ; and murdered fo many,
that the reft were obliged to hide themfelves, or to

leave the kingdom. But at laft, the gentry getting

together from all parts, and being affifted by their

neighbours, quelled the peafants, who intended to

have fet up a commonwealth of their own, and
brought them to fuch extremities, that ever fince

they have been contented to live like (laves. In win-

ter they wear a fheep-fkin with the wool inward, and
in fummer a clofe-bodied coat of coarfe (luff, of a

colour much like our chimney-fweepers, with forry

caps : their boots are the rinds of trees wrapped
about their legs, with the thicker parts to guard

the foles of their feet againft the ftones. They cut

their hair clofe like monks, and fhave all from their

faces but a large whiflcer. They walk gravely with

a pole-axe in their hand, and a fabre by their fide,

which they never put off till they go to bed ; it hangs

by a flrap of leather, to which there is faftened a

„..-M 4 hand-

* i4- 4 ^
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handkerchief, knife, and flieath, and a fmall (tone

to whet their knives.

In Lithuania the boors fhoes are of the barks of

trees, and their {lockings of thinner bark, which

they wrap about the calves of their legs. Before they

enter any town, they always take care to put on

frefh Ihoes -, they alfo wear a fort of afh-coloured ha-

bit, with fleeves woven all of a piece. The boors

here are more miferable than in Poland ; for gentle-

men commonly go into boors houfes, though not

their own, take all they have, and beat and wound
them, becaufe they are not able to bribe fuch as have

power to do them juftice. The Pruflian gentry arc

not fo gaudy in their habits, as thofe of the more

fouthern parts of Poland -, their peafants differ alfo

in habits from thofe of Poland, and wear fometimes

long (i rait coats of leather.
^

*

The Poles never live above flairs, and their apart-

ments are not united •, the kitchen is on one fide, the

liable on another, the dwelling-houfe on the third,

and the sate in the front. Their houfes are for the

mod part of wood, but they have fome of brick and

Hone. Their rooms are generally hung with tape-

Hry or arras -, but toward Tartary they keep no ex-

traordinary furniture, becaufe of the incurfions of

that barbarous people. They content themfclves

with a few fmall beds, with taffaty curtains -, and

if any lodge at their houfes, they muft carry their

bedding with them. The moveables of the peafants

are a few earthen and wooden difhes, a hard bed,

and a wretched coverlid ; their children arc not al-

lowed beds till they marry, but lie upon boards by

the fire : they have no chimnics, but little holes in

the tops of their houfes. The peafants children go

naked till they are four or five years old, and fre-

quently eat in the fame trough with the pigs. They
crawl on their hands and feet till they are flrong

enough to walk, and when they are dirty, the mo-
ther wafhes them in cold water, which makes thcin

t'xcecding hardy.
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The peafants of Lithuania and Samogltia build

their houfes round, narrow, and open at top to let out

the fmoke and ftink ; they are generally covered with

boards, ftraws, bark of trees, and live with the fa-

mily and cattle under the fame roof. The Polifh

pentry have feldom any gardens or orchards, though

their country be very proper for it, and might, by

making cyder and perry, five a great deal of corn

which they confume in beer. Their ordinary meat

is beef and veal j for they leave the mutton to their

fervants. The Baltic fea has fcarceiy any filh, but that

defed is fupplied by great plenty of fieili-water fifh

from lakes and rivers.

Their ufual drink is beer, which in Prufiia is made
only of malt •, but in the reft of Poland, of wheat

ground fmall and boiled with hops. Sometimes they

mix it with oats and fpelt, a kind of wheat which

grows in Italy and Flanders •, in Lithuania, RufTia,

and Ukrain, they make mead ; at Warfaw they mix
it with fpice, and juice of cherries and blackberries.

The liithuaniars and Poles have wine from Hun-
gary, Italy, France, and Germany ; that of Hun-
gary exceeds Spanifh wine in ftrength^ is brought to

Cracow over the Carpathian mountains, in large calks

drawn by oxen, and fold at twenty Ihillings the Po-
lilh pot, which is about three quarts: the Italian

wine is alfo brought over land, and on that account

is dearer than the other. In the morning, both men
and women generally drink ginger, yolk of eggs,

and fugar boiled in beer ; they are immoderate lovers

of rufty bacon and peafe ; they eat all manner ofmufh-
rooms, and preferve them for pickles. They eat great

quantities of poppy- feed, drink the milk of them, and
make it inio feveril diflies and fauces ; they make like-

wife abundance of oil of the feeds of hemp and flax,

which they eat on faft-days -, and ufe Ipice to exccfs.

They generally eat a great deal of meat to a little

bread, though they have plenty of corn, cfpecially

rye, which is much better than in other countries.

They
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They are great admirers of roots ; have a difh called

crakat, made of coarfe flour of wheat, barley, mil-

let, or oats •, and fomctinies, of a fmall grain tht*y

call manna : on flelh-days they eat it with ir'lk and

butter, and on fall-days they eat it with oil. When
the boors want bread, they make it of acorns dried

and ground. The Poles have a peculiar way of pre-

ferving cabbage j they chop it fmall, put it into a

tub between lays of fait, prefs it very hard, and af-

terward pour warm water upon it, which makes it

ferment, and ferves them for pickle : this they pre-

fcrve all winter, and fometimes the whole year;

though it fmells ftrong even at a diftance, yet they

think it a great rarity. Near the mountains of Hun-
gary there are wild goats, which they admire as very

good meat : they alfo make a difh of beaver.-tails

;

bears-paws pickled, they reckon a great dainty. V/hen

they kill elks they do not gut them for fourteen or fif-

teen days, and in the winter, not in a month. Vvhcn

the grandees come to the dyet, they bring them in

their fkins and guts, and hang them at th^ir windows

by five or fix at a time, till they grow rank, then they

roaft fome, and drefs others like beef a-la-mode -, and

rone but great men have this dilh at their tables.

The Poles are generally courteous and hofpitable to

ftrangers, invite them to their houfes, converfe with

them freely, and endeavour to imitate them •, and

the flavery of their boors is fo much the more tole-

rable to them, becaufe they feldom want viduals and

drink.

They have abundance of flefh, filh, and fowl, and

are good marks men -, maintaining their families, in

a great meafure, by fowling. Every houfe has four

or five hand-mills to grind their corn. The pea-

fants of Samogitia are not fo laborious as thofe of Li-

thuania, and confequently have not fuch plenty -, in-

ftead of bread, they eat a fort of turnips as big as

one's head, which grow without cultivation. They

quench many red-hot (tones one after another, in their

beer,

man exce
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l-jeer, merheglin, and mead, after they have boiled

it a whole night, in order to make their bellies fo-

luble : this liquor they put into veflcls made of the

bark of trees. They reward the ftoutcft drinkers

at fealts with a fhirt, handkerchief, frock, or the

like. They are contenc with fpare diet, and more
addided to floth than gluttony -, yet, like the Poles

and Lithuanians, they drink hard, eipecially at feafts.

When the gentry make a feaft, they never fup-

ply their guefts with fpooijs, knives, or forks -, they

mull bring them with them. They have a broad

piece of Itarched linen fewed round the table-cloth

for napkins •, the r.-alon they give for it is, to pre-

vent their fervants ftealing. Their fervants have their

meat reached them by their mailers, which they eat

behind their backs : they bring twice ar, much wine

as their mailers need, and drink the remainder them-

felves ; they feize on what is left after dinner, and

their ladies each of them carry a napkin for dried

iweer-meats or fruits. Their fealts are made by
fiends and neighbours by turns -, brimmers are much
in ufe among the Poles ; they will fcarce excufe a

man except he pledges them. This vice reigns equally

at fealls and taverns •, and faints-days are not ex-

cepted out of their drunkard's calendar.

The inns of this country are long ftables built up
with boards, and covered with llraw, without furni-

ture or windows ; there is a chamber at one end,

but none can lodge there ; becaufe of flies, fleas,

and noifome fmells : fo that Urangers chute rather

to lodge among the horfes, where there is alfo an

intolerable fmelT of rotten cabbages, which thefe

people keep always by them. Travellers are obli-

ged to carry provilions with them ; and when foreign-

ers want, they apply themfelves to the lord of the

village, who forthwith fupplies them. Poland being

for moll part a champaign country, a calalh and two
horfes will rid a good deal of ground there in a day.

Travellers ought to take more than ordinary care as

^hey
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they pafs bridges in this country, becaufe they arc

generally very bad, and fcldom repaired. When
they go a hunting for bears, they catch thofe of the

biggeit fize with nets, and when they have hampered

one, all the hunters ride about him-, and having

pinned down his head and his feet with great wooden

forks, they bind him fo about with ftrong hempen
cords that he is not able to ftir : then they roll him

into a great wooden chtfl ; and the kaots of the cords

are fo contrived, that with'one pull they may be un-

tied. The bear is kept thus, till they have a mind

to hunt him, and then they let him out at a trap door

made on purpofe.

They furround wild bulls with a great number of

horfemen, when each of them rides up and darts an

arrow at him •, upon this the ox purfues his enemy

j

then another darts him behind, and as he turns about

to purfue him, they dart him fo by turns, till the

bead being tired with purfuing fo many aflailants, falls

down, and is eafily taken or killed. They have an-

other way of hunting, by making the boors fell a

great number of trees •, each hunter fecures his pod

afligned him, and throws darts at the bull ; and as the

beaft runs toward his enemy, the hunters from behind

give him his death's wound : but if he breaks through

the inclofure, the next hunter holds out a piece of

red cloth, againft which the beaft having an antipa-

thy, he immediately leaves that perfon and runs at

another, who being provided for him, commonly kills

him.

The Poliih ladies are generally very modeft, and

not very apt to abufe the great liberty allowed them.

They feldom ftir out of doors without a coach and

fix to church, or to vifit a near neighbour, and are

always attended by a great number of fervants. When
they go abroad at night, they have twenty-four or

more flambeaux carried before their coach. Their

train is born up by he or ihe-dwarfs •, and they have

always an old woman to attend them, whom they call

governantfj
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aovernante, and an old gentleman for their ufher.

Jjotwithftanding all thefe honours, they are entirely

managed by their hufbands, and difpofe of no money

without his leave. When they want any thing they

muft alk him for it, kneeling, embrace his knees, and

call him their benefadlor. The fafliion of the wo-

mens cloaths comes nearer to that of the men than

in moft other countries. They formerly wore gar-

lands on their heads, compofed of gold, jewels, flowers,

filk, and the like ; but now they wear filk caps, lined

with fur, like the men : ip king John Ill's time they

imitated the French mode, becaufe the queen was of

that nation.

The peafants daughters are fo extremely referved,

that they will draw a knife at any man who offers to

kifs them ; befide, their mothers have a watchfiil eye

over them, and make them wear little bells before

and behind, to give notice where they are, and what

they are doing ; but thefe precautions do not always

fecure them. The country women are habited as in

other countries •, but their petticoats are very fhort

:

thofe in Red Ruflia go generally in fummer with an

apron before them that reaches lower than ordinary.

The wedding feafts of the gentry laft commonly three

days. If a lady marry any of her waiting-maids, fhe

cofts her almoft as much as one of her daughters.

On the fecond day all the guefts prefent the bride

with fomething new, which makes a good part of her

portion. The princefs of Poland, when married to

the elector of Bavaria, had above an hundred thou-

fand crowns prefented her.

Among the boors 1 maid n°ver marries till flie be
twenty-four or thirty years of age, and has wrought,
with her own hands, feveral bafkets full of cloaths,

of different forts : which, at the time of her efpou-

ials, Ihe is to diftribute among the guefts that her

hufband bring-s with hirn. She muft alfo have ferved

her mother for a certain time. The fame rite is

obferved with refpeft to their fons : it is alfo obferv-

a irn..-^
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able, tliat thofe employed to make up the match, al-

ways enquire more ftridtly into the manners and be-

haviour of the perfons, than as to their ftock of corn

and cattle. Their godfathers and godmothers are al-

ways accounted relations, though they be nothir.o-

a-kin, and they cannot marry fuch kindred without a

difpenfation from the bilhop.

The burials of thofe of quality are celebrated with

fuch pomp and magnificence, that they are more like

triumphs. The corpfe is carried in a hearfe or cha-

riot with fix horfes, all covered with black ; the cof-

fin has a large black velvet pall over it, with a crofs

of red fattin in the middle ; and has fix long black

filk tafifels, fupported by as many of the deceafed's do-

meftic fervants in clofe mourning: feveral priefts,

monks, and others, march before the hearfe; each

of which carries a white wax torch in his hand. Im-

mediately before the hearfe come three men on horfe-

back, who carry the arms of the deceafed ; one his

fword, another his lance, and a third his dart : after

the burial fervicc is over, thofe who carry the armour

enter the church on horfeback, and riding furioufly

to the coffin, break the arms of the deceafed upon

it ; after which the body is interred. Then there is

a feafl, where the lay guefts not only drink to excefs,

but likewife force the clergy to foUo^v their example.

When the king dies he is laid on a bed of ftate •, and

a certain number of fenators, ecclefiaftical Li.d tem-

poral, are appointed to attend his corpfe. The

Kepublic defrays the expe.iccs out of tht revenues

of the crown. The deceafed queen has the fime ce-

remonies an ^ honours allowed her. Whtii women
of quality nh>.irn, they \':?r a coarfe black il:ufi\, and

their linen i? ^ot mrich hner than canv£ii i and the

greater their quality, their mourniag weeds are the

coarfer. All t nators, deputies, and others, that ap-

pear at the dyet for elccTcing the new king, mull be

m black. ' v ''•^
•;

The language of the Poles ]s the Sclavonian ; bv.

there are fo many different dialedls of it fpoken in'
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the feveral parts of this kingdom, that one part of the

people fcarccly underftand the other ; they all agree,

however, in multiplying conlonants : and if they did

not found more vowels when they fpeak, than are

contained in the words they write, it would be im-

poflible to utter them. The Latin is almoft as uni-

verfally fpoken as the Sclavonian, there being a fchool

in every village for the teaching it •, and the girls

learn it in the nunneries. Their terms of art are

chiefly German, and indeed there are whole towns and

villages in Pruflia which are of German extraft, and

ftill Ipeak the German or High Dutch tongue. The
Armenian, Perfian, and Tartarian languages are alfo

fpoken upon their frontiers -, and the Jews have intro-

duced the Hebrew in fome places ; but with all thefc

languages, it is oblerved that their learning is but

fuperficial.

As to their divines their learning, it is faid, con-

fifts in adapting Ariftotle's logic and metaphyfics to

their fchool divinity i and they value themfelves more
on being verfed in the figniCcation of logical terms,

than in the nature of the things they reafon about.

They enquire but little into church-hiftory, or the

practice of primitive times, but feem to have an im-

plicit faith, and to be entirely governed by the deci-

lions of 'he church of Rome: nor will they fuffer

any ^erfon to inquire into the reafonablenefs of their

tenets.

There are fevv native Poles that ftudy phyfic. The
phyficia i'. are generally Germans, French, or Ita-

lians. An illiterate quack of this kingdom, Doftor
Connor hicntion?, however, wIk) lived in a wood
about fix miles from Warfaw, undertook to cure the

venereal difeafe in feven or eight days by bathing

and fwcating. In the v/ater the bath was made of,

he boiled fe'/eral plants, which the man made a fe-

crec of i but the doftor fays, as well as he could dif-

covci
, the chif^f of them were hellebore, ailcr, and

the capillus veneris, or maiden-hair. That he bathed

, his
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his patients in a hot decodion of thefe herbs for four

days together, and made them drink of it while they

were in the bath frequently i that for four days af-

terward he laid them over the tub to receive the

hot fteams, covering them with blankets, and mak-
ing them drink of the decottion as before. And
thus by fweating, bathing, and drinking, he was af-

fured he had done many wonderful cures in venereal

cafes; and for the whole cure demanded but two

rix-dollars, which is lefs than ten Ihillings Englifli.

They feldom ufe falivation in this country, though

venereal diftempers are very common.
The dileafe peculiar to the Poles, is that called

the Plica, in which the hair of the head is matted

together, and grows fo long, that it fometimes reaches

down to the middle, covering their backs •, but ge-

nerally it hangs in twifted ropes : others have their

hair only matted clofe to their heads, without grow-

ing to any length. If the hair be cut off it occafiom

a dimncfs in the fight, and fometimes a total blind-

nefs ; it alfo occafions pain in the head and limbs,

and puftules to come out all over the body. Fo-

reigners that have been infedled with this difeafe re-

late, that they have cut off their hair without any

inconveniency attending it. The bifhop of Pofen

acquainted do6tor Connor that he was afflidted with

this diftemper in his youth, and that cutting oflf his

hair, unknown to his friends, he felt a thoufand

racking pains, which left him as his hair grew again,

but then the diftemper returned. He obferved alfo,

that on the cutting off his hair he could fenlibly

perceive a volatile matter pafs in great abundance

through the tubes of his hair, which twifted and con-

traded the locks •, that when he put a cap on his head,

it occafioned an intolerable pain and heat, which he

fuppofed proceeded from the prelTure, by which the

humours were repelled, and forced back upon the

head. As to other difeafes, it fcems, the Poles are

very little troubled with them. The fcurvy, or mar

»rl lignant
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tlgnant fevers, and pleurifies, are feldom of fuch ill

confcquence in Poland as in other countries.

By the laws of Poland, the eftate of the father is

equally divided among his children, except any of
tliem go into a monaltery, and then their parts are

equally divided among the reft ; and the young chil-

dren . here, as in other Pdpilh countries, are encou-

raged by their parents to take the vow lipon them,

ihat their eltates may be preferved entire to the eldefl:

ion, which would otherwife dwindle away to nothing,

where there happens to be a numerous iflue.

We are fo apt to be biafTed in our fentiments, by
what happens in our own timeSj and as it were under

our own eyes, that we can fcarcely briiig oiirfelves to

tl'jnk things ever were otherwife than as we now per-

ceive them. But it is certain^ that as reftlefs and tur-

bulent as the I*oles now are, they were formerly of
a different difpofition, and very much attached to the

perfons and families of their princes. Thus for feveral

ages they obeyed the family of Piaftus^ who was
raifed to the throne by his merit ; and upon the death

of Lewis, king of Poland and Hungary, the lalt

male-heir of his family, they chofe his daughter, anr!

refolved to beftow their crown iipon her hufband,

who was Jagelloj duke of Lithuania. Me took upori

him the name of Uladiflaus ; and by his pofterity

they were governed till the death of Sigifmund 11.

who was the laft of that family, and died in 1574,
when they chofe Henry de Bourbon, afterward

Henry III. of France, for their king-, upon apromife
that he would marry the pi-iricefs Anne, firter to
their late monarch. When he abdicated, they made
choice of Stephen Batori, prince of 'tranfylvania, who
-aftually rriarried the princefs before mentiontd, but
had no iffue by her. Upon his death in 1586, they
made choice of Sigifmund de Vafa, prince of Swe-
den, becaufe he was the nephew of Sigifmund IL.
and confeqiiently by the mother's fide of the race of
their antient kings. The laft of his race was Cafimir^
VqiAY. ~: W '

' "" '" who
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who abdicated the government and retired to France r

and in 1670 they chofe Michael Wielnowilki, whofc

fucceflbr was John Sobicfki ; upon whofe deceafe in

1 696, the Poles, contrary to their ufual cuftom, re-

jected his family, and made choice of Augiiftus, elec-

tor of Saxony.

The prefent king of Poland, Stanidaus Auguflus,

was chofen with unufual unanimity, on September 7,

1764; he is a native of Poland, and before his ac-

ccfiion to the rcpal dignity, was count Poniatowfki,

grand planther of Lithuania, and was the only noble-

man the Poles wilhed to have for their king : his fa-

ther was well known for his attachment to Charles Xll.

of Sweden, and for the fignal fcrvices he performed

for him.

This monarch being himfelf a Pole, will conftantly

reiide in hig kingdom -, ana having no foreign domi-

nions, will of courfe enter into no foreign conneftions,

but with a view to the interefts of his people. His

natural endowments and acquired advantages have

united to form in him the compleat gentleman -, and

there is a paiTage of a letter faid to be wrote to him

on his promotion, by the king of PrufHa, which can-

not be unwelcome to the reader in this place. It is

as follows :-^—* Your majefty muft refleft, that as

you en'oy a crown by eledion, and not by defcenr,

the world will be more obfei*vant of yovir majefty's

aftions, than of any other potentate in Europe -, and

it is but reafonable. The latter being the mere ef-

fect of confanguinity, no more is looked for, though

much more is to be wilhed, from him, than what men

are endowed with in common. But from a man, ex-

alted by the voice of his equab, from a fubjeft to a

king I from a man voluntarily elefted to reign over

thofe by whom he was cholen ! every thing is ex-

pefted, that can poflibly deferve and adorn a crown.

Gratitude to his people is the firft great duty of fuch

a monarch j for to them alone, under providence, he

is indebted for being one, A king, who is Hich by

birth.
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birth, if he idls derogatory from his ilaiion, is a fa-

tire only on himfclfj but an elected one, who be-

haves inconfiftcnt with his dignity, reflcfts dilhonour

on his fubjc(5ls. Your majefty, I am fiire, will par-

don this warmth ; it is the effufion of the fmcereft

regard : the amiable part of the picture, is not Co

properly a leflbn of what you ought to be* as a pro-

phecy of what your majelly will be.*

Nothing Ihews more clearly the folly of that kind
of modern policy, which confifts in weakening and
diftrefling our neighbours, than the prefent ftate of
Poland. This country, as well by its fituation, as

from the natural genius and difpofition of its inhabi-

tants, is the proper bulwark of Chriftendom againft

the Turks ; whom they have relifted with as much
fuccefs, and over whom they have gained greater vic-

tories than almoft any other nation. If we confider

them in this light, it is very eafy to fee that it can

never be the true and natural intereft either of the

houfe of Auftria, or of the RufTians, to promote
troubles in this kingdom, becaufe the more power-

ful and formidable the Poles were, the lefs able the

Turks would be to alarm either of thef:' potentates^

The grand fignior indeed has Ihewn a t;ue fpirit of
policy, in never attempting to difturb this nation

even in its lowed circumftances ; but contented him-
felf with the fecurity that he reaps from their cortfii-

fions : fmce., if he had ever attacked Poland, it would
probably have put an end to them •, and though at

firft he might have made great conquers, when thci

fpirit of the nation was once roufed, he w^ould have

been quickly driven out of them, as he knew, frorri

the experience of former times.

If the Poles could once fo fettle their affairs, as

to have time to confider the advantages that might
refult to their country by the extending their com-
merce, it is not at all impoflible they fhould fucceed

therein, though they have neglefted it fo long. A
projed was formed by the late king Auguftus, for

N i opening
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opening a trade with Afia by the help of the CrliU

Tartars, and tranfporting the commodities thatarfc

brought from the Black Sea, by the Niefter and the

Bog. He had other great views with regard to Ruf-

fia, and though at prefent they feem to have died

with him, the time may come when they fliall revive

again, and be carried into execution by fome other

enterprifing Polifli monarch.

The country of Poland abounds with natural com-

modities, if the inhabitants knew how to make ufe

of them 5 and with a numerous and laborious race

of people, who would foon become rich if they were

properly employed. We have reafon to expe6t, there-

fore, that fome time or other, awakened by their

own neceflities, or provoked by the example of their

neighbours, they will think of improving their lands,

working up their commodities, and vending them in

different parts of Europe : which, whenever they do,

will infallibly make them a rich and happy nation.

A SHORT ACCOUNT
OF THE

U K R A I N,

And of its Inhabitants the COSSACKS,

CoUeflcd from the Writings of Mn Beauplanj
and otliers.

ACCORDING to fome authors, the word ColTackj

in the Ruffian tongue, fignifies tree-booter or

banditti ; others derive it from Cofa, fignifying a

goat, becaufe of their nimblenefs. Some fay thai CV
la, in the Sclavonian language, fignifies a fcythej
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their ordinary weapon. They are thoueht to have

come firft from the iflands of the Borifthencs, near -.

the mouth of that river, and yv^c called Zapo-

;

rowlkii or Zaporienfes, from the Porowis, or cata-

j-afts and rocks in the Nieper. The Turks ufually

pall them Ruffians, They dwell in a pjirt of Red
Ruflla in Pojand, and in Baflerabia, betwixt the rivers >

Borifthencs and the Niefter, They are terrible to the

Turks, becaufe of thejr invafions by the way of the

Black Sea. In 1548, in the time of Sigifniundl.

king of Poland, thefc Coflacjcs were only volunteers

of the frontiers of RulTia, Volhinia, Podolia, and

the other provinces of Poland, who alFembled toge-

ther, partly to defend , themfelves from the Tartars,

by fecuring the paffes of the Nieper, and attacking

them as they returned with their prey ; and partly

to rob upon the Black Sea, where getting rich booty,

they drew more into the aflbciation. Sometimes they

made defcents upon Natolia, and plundered the

great towns, as Trebifond and Sinope ; 4^ other times

they have advanced within two miles of Copftanti-

nople, and brought off booty and prifoners.

At firft they were about fix thoufand, pnder Euf-

tachicus Dofcovitus their general ; but their numbers
were quickly increafed by their neighbours, becaufe

oF the gain they made by their piracies, part of which

they laid up in their magazine, and the reft they

brought home to their houfes. About the end of the

feafon, thefe adventurers feparate, and agree upon
the time and place of rendezvous next fpring in the

ifles and rocks of the Nieper, whence they return to

their piracy. Stephen Batori, king of Poland, who
began his reign in 1576, confidering the fervice that

might be niade of thofe thieves, for guarding the

coui^try and frontiers againft the inroads of the Tar- '

tars, formed them into a regular body ; and th?;y

feryed him as footrfoldiers •, for the Polilh army con-

fitts chiefly of horfe. He gave them the towr> and

territories of Tetchtimorow, about eigljty niiles in

N 3 length
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J^ngth, in the palatinate of Kiow, upon the Borlil-.

herics ; which town they made their magazine, and

the refidence of their governor-general.

The Coffacks being thus brought into good dif-

cipline, did confiderable fervice to the crown of Po-

land •, but have fmce done the republic much mif-

chi^f by their freqivent rebellions : for the Coffacks

knowing their own ftrength, and of what importance

they were to the Poles, began to fet up for them-

felves, and would not obey the orders of their fupe-

riors, and acknowjege the power of the Poles over

them.

It was chiefly owing to them that the Mufcovitcs

got poflelTion of the provinces of Smolenfko and

Siberia -, and the greateft part of the palatinate of

kiovia, which were confirmed to them by the treaty

pf Olivia, in 1 6^6. They have fince thofe days fuf-

fertd many changes of fortune, as well as diminution

in numbers ; but at this time however they are tole-

rably free, fome under the proteftion of the Turks,

pthers vmder the Poles ; but the greateft part of them

own themfelves fubjedls to Ruflia. We will next con-t

lidcr the country in which they live, and which from

the flatnefs of it, has been fuppofed, not without

great probability, to have been left partly by the fea,

and partly by the great rivers that run through it ; in

the fame manner as the antients report cJ Lower
Egypt ; and as we know that track of country was

(rertainlv l^ft, wjiich is called Marihland,in the county

pf Norfolk.

The word Ukrain fignifies a frontier country, and

lies betwixt 48 and 52 degrees of north latitude ; the

Niefter is their wellern, and the Nieper their eaftern

i:pundary. According to fome authors, Kiow is the

vhief toWn, and belongs to the Mufcoyites ; being

taken frc^ the Poles in i6:j!j» by the confederate

army of the Muscovites and Coffacks. This city

gives name to the palatinate of Kiow, y^hich had

princes of its own till it was reduced to a province

.

* ;: ""
" :

•
•:. by
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by Cafimir III. wao began his reign in the year 1333.
Ihe ruins of the walls Ihew it to have been cighc

miles in compafs : here are to be feen ftill the ruins

ot" many arches, high walls, churches, and the fe-

pulchres of many kings, with Greek infcriptions.

The church of St. Sophia, whole walls are lined

with mofaic work ; and that of St. Michael, remark-

able for its gilded roof, are ftill in a tolerable con-

dition.

The Ukrain is a very fertile country, though the

third part of it is fcarcely cultivated ; it produces

fuch a vaft quantity of grain of all forts, that the in-

habitants arc at a lofs how to confume it : they can-

not export any of it> becaufe their rivers are not na-

vigable. They abound in honey, wax, wood, cattle,

fowl, and fifh. Hungary, Traniylvania, Wallachia,

and Moldavia, fupply them with wine; they alfo

make goovl beer, and aqua vitae, out of their corn

;

they have much mead; the falt-pits near Cracow
furnifh them with fait ; they have alfo fome out of
the country of Fokutia, on the borders of Molda-
via and Tranfylvania, where there are falt-fprings :

their houfes are of wood, and their fortifications of

earth and woud, which they account better againft

cannon than brick walls -, but they are foon let on
fire.

The rivers of note here are the Borifthenes or Nie-

per J the Bog, Tyras or Neifter, the cottimon border

betwixt them and Wallachia ; the Dezna, the Rofs,

the Horin, the Soucz, and the Ster •, near which was

fought the laft battle between the Poles and Coflacks,

in 1651 ; which obliged the Coffacks to feek pro-

tcdkion among the Mufcovites and Turks. The
language of the Coflacks is a dialedt of the Polilh

tongue, as the Polilh is of the Sclavonian j but that

of the Coffacks is much more fmooth, and full of

diminutives", which makes it very agreeable.

The common people are of the Greek church

:

their worlhip is the fame with that of the Ruffians i

........ . N 4 . .. their
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their metropolitan refidcs at Kiow, is coniecratc4

by the patriarch of Conftantinople, and fubjedt to

him. The whole almoft of their religion confift^ in

feafts and holy-days *, but the greater part of the'

gentry are Papifts, and a few Proteftants. It is very

common in this country for maids to woo the men

:

if a young woman be in lov^ with a ypung man,
fhe is not afhamed to go to his father's hbufe, re-

veal her paflion in the moft tender exprefllons, and

promife all obedience if he pleafe to accept of her in

jnarriage : if fhe be rejected by the young man, be-

caufe he is toO yoiing, oi- not difpofed to marry, or

the like; fhe tells him that |he 'is relblved never to

go out of the houfe till he confent, apd accordingly

takes up her lodgings there. To force her out would

be to provoke all her kindred : nor would the church

fuffei* them to ufc any violence to h^r without in-

flicting heavy penance, and branding the houfe with

jnfamy : fo thdt after two or three weeks the parents;

or the young man himfelf being moved with the con-

ftancy of the woman, accommodate matters as well

as they can,' and make up the match.

Thcirmanners are like thofe of foldiers, they are not

folicitous for virhat is to come, but fpend freely what

they have among their companions, and leave futu-

rity to fnift for itfelf : they are very inconllant, mu-
tinous, and purfue their prefent advantage rather

than their faith and promife. They are great drink-

ers J but by reafon of their labour and hardfhips, they

have fo nlilch health that phyficians ar^ of little ufe

amOng th^tti. They are of a good flature, ftrong,

nimblJ, great lovers of liberty, uneafy under any

yoke, and ' indefatigable : they are much given to

fifhing arid hunting. None know better the way of

preparing faltpetre, and making gunpowder •, their

country abounds with* it, and feveral parts of Europe
are furnifhed from thence. This territory was almoft

a deftrt, till improved by the induftry of the Cof-

facks," and other colonies: the many fivers which

run through it add much to its fruitfulnefs, '

^- • I Thejr•« i
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They have fome animals peculiar to their country,

fuch as a bead called Bobac, not unlike a Guinea

pig i
it makes holes in the earth, which it enters in

Odober, and never comes abroad till April ; within

ithefe holes there are many little apartments for their

provifions, lodgings, and dead : eight or nine herds

pf thofe beafts live together in fuch caves ; they arc

eafily tamed, and are very diverting. When they go
out for provifions they place a centinel, who, as foon

as he fpies any body, gives a fignal, and they all run

to their caves. The Jounaky is a kind of goat, re-

markable for his beautiful furr, refcmbling fattin,

and a white flcin and fmooth horns : he has no liorn

in his nofe, as fome report, but as he feeds goes back-

ward. They have many wild horfes, of no value but

for their fleih, which they fell in their markets, and

jthink it better than beef or veal : when thofe horfes

come to bp old, their hoofs, never pared, fo conrraft

iheir feet that they cannot go. In fummer they are

niightily incgmmoded with flies and gralhoppers, in

/uch vail numbers, that they form a cloud of five or

fix leagues long, and three or four broad *, darkening

the air in fhe clearelt day, and deftroying all the corn

fhey light on in lefs than two hours time.

When they rendezvous upon the iflands of Scarb-

pi?a Wafkoyra, the firft tiling that they do is to chufc

their general for that expedition ; and to make their

boats, which fhey call colna, of about fixty feet long,

twelve feet deep, and as many wide. They are built

very light, one plank pinned on the edge of another,

and widening upward. They have a ftern at each

end, and about twelve or fifteen oars at a fide.

They haye no deck i but to prevent their finking,

fhough fiill of water, they compafs them round with

a border of reeds, as big as a barrel, tied together,

and fattened to their boats with ropes : they have a

forry maft and fail, but feldom ufe them, except in

Very fair weather. Their provifion is a ton of b'lf-

(cer, which they take out of the bung as they ufe it -,

.'
•

*
' - a barrel
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a barrel of boiled millet, and another of pafte, made
with water, which they eat with their millet. Every
boat carries about fixty perfons ; every man having
two guns, and each boat five or fix falconets or fmall

pieces of cannon. They fet out about the beginning

of June, and return about the iftof Auguft.

They wait for a dark night, that they may pafs

undifcovered by the Turkilh galleys which lie at Oc-

zakow to intercept them. With thefe boats they

cruize over all the Black Sea. If they fpy a galley,

ihey keep at a diftance till night, obferve the courfe

of the veflcl, and when it is dark come up and board

it. They take out all the cannon, money, and mer-

chandize, and then fink the ihip, becaufe they have

neither Ikill nor opportunity to ufe it. No fooner

have the Turks intelligence that the Coflacks are at

fea, but the alarm is tJiken immediately, which

reaches quickly to Conftantinople -, from thence cou-

riers are difpatched to the coatts of Natolia, Rome-
lia, and Bulgaria, to bid them be upon their guard

:

but the Coflacks are generally too nimble for them,

and are forty hours on the coalls before them. If a

galley fpy them in the day-time (which is very un-

common, for their veflels are not above two feet and

a half above water) they avoid fighting, by rowing

away from her, or retiring to fhallows among reeds

where the gallies cannot foilbw them.

This was their way of living, till the grand fignior

obliged Sigifmund, king of Poland, to prohibit thofe

piracies. It was bad policy in the Poles to let them

chuJe their own general ; for this general being ab

folutely their own creature, is forced to comply with

their methods. They handle theii* guns very dexte-

roufly, and have fcythes fet long-ways upon poles,

with which they fight very fiercely, and at the fame

time Ikilfully ; fo that regular troops are often beat

by them. They are very indifferent horfemen, but

excellent foldiers on foot. They are inured to all

manner of fatigues and hardftijps, obedient to their

commanders,
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commanders, aftive, and dexterous in intrenching

themfelvcs, not only in the ordinary way, but alfo by
making a fence of their baggage waggons, which
cover them as they march. Thefe moving intrench-

ments are abfolutely neceffary for them, when they

parch without horfe in open plains in the defarts

of the Tartars, againft whom they are forced to

ftand wherever they meet them. There have been
feveral inftances, that one thoufand Coflack foot,

marching between their chariots and waggons, have,

in a plain, repulfed five or fix thoufand Tartars on
horfcback. Their horfes, though fwift, are but

weak, and flopped by the leaft barricade. But how-
ever, this way of marching, in the midft of their

baggage and ammunition waggons, would fcarcely

be pradticable in any other country but Poland and
the defarts of Tartary, which lie upon a level.

It is cafy, from thefe accounts, to form a juft no-

tion of the original and ancient ftate of the Coffacks

;

but fome farther explanations will be neceflary, in

order to have a juft idea of the condition of this

people at prefent. We will begin with what is re-

quifite to be faid of their country. In its utmoft ex-

tent it may be confidered as three hundred miles

long, and in fome places above a hundred broad;
but then this comprehends the territory inhabited

by all the Coffacks ; for they are, at prefent. diftin-

guifhed into various nations. When we icv*le<fl on
the manners of the Mufcovites, Poles, Turks, and
Tartars, and remember that their dominions border

upon each other, we fhall very eafily conceive that

the frontiers could not afford very fafe or pleafant

habitations, and Ihall not be furprized to hear that

they were defart. Hence it was, that this otherwife

large and confiderable track of country came to be
ftiled the Ukrain, which, in our language, properly

fjgnifies the Marches. The people who firft fettled

on the rocks in the Nieper were vagabonds from all

countries, who built their huts in the moft inaccef-

fible
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fjble places, and were from thence called Coflacks oj

goats, becaufe, like them, they dwelt out of reach.

But, by degrees, as thefe people became nume-
rous, they began to plant and improve their country,

which is one of the richeft and fined in Europe : but

from its very fituation, it is fo liable to be ranfacked

and eaten up, whenever any wars break out among
the neighbouring nations, which are none of them
polite or well governed, that we cannot expedt it

ihould ever be brought into any tolerable condition.

Befide, the Coflacks, like the buccaneers in Ame-
rica, were planters only by accident ; they looked upon
living at home as a hardfliip, unlefs in the tin:ie they

wanted winter-quarters ; for their proper bufmefs was

war, and th^y grew rich, not by induflry, but plun-

^er* They were from hence regarded as barbarians,

and in that fenfe very juftly ; becaufe, to live by

Spoiling others is the higheft barbarity ; inafmuch as

it is that (brt of life pioft repugnant to reafon and

the laws of humanity.

It h^s been before laid down that war was their

bufmefs •, and this >v?s of two kinds, defenfive by

land, and offenfive by fea. In refpedt to th^ former,

the country round abput them was flat, and the ene-

mies they had to deal with were Poles and Tartars,

who brought great bodies of horfe into the fi^ld. To
oppofe thefe with inferior bodies of light-armed foot,

the Coflacks invented the Tabor, or >yaggon -, m
thefe they carried their baggage, ammunition, and

provifions upon a march j and when they encamped,

they took care to have a river in front, and a morafs

in the rear •, covering their flanks with an intrench-

ment of waggons. By the hdp of this difcipline,

they have dereated troops that would have appeared

terrible, even to the moll regular armies. Nay, to

fuch a degree they carried thi? art of fortiiyi^g with

waggons, that field-marfhal Munich^ who was an of-

ficer of great (kill and experience, thought fit to

adopt their method in his laft war againfl: the Turks -,

» vv
' *' ' ' anQ
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ttnd that with fuch fucccfs, as enabled him to come

off with honour and /iftory, when attacked by thfc

moft numerous armies the Ottoman power could

bring into the field.

In their offenfive wars, which, as we havefliewn,

the Coflacks carry on by fea, the invention of their

boats js admirable •, for, in the firft place, tkey are

very light, fo that they may be tranfported from rock

to rock with great eafe ; in the next place, they arc

capacious, fo as to hold a great number of men»

which gives them fuch a power in boarding and at-

tacking places on the fea-coafts, as it is hardly pof-

fible to refill:. Their method of building without

keels, and fheathing with reeds, defends them from

finking, even if full of wat^r. Befide this, it makes

their boats, when filled with men, lie fo deep in the

water, that they are not to be fcen at any great dif-

tance, and yet they go at a prodigious rate, fo as to

be in no danger when purfued by any kind of ftiip-

pinff in ufe among the Turks.

It indeed we take thefe bark-boats out trf"the water,

and confider them independent of the Coflacks who ufe

them, they will appear very poor and defpicable things,

and the fame may be faid of their waggons ; bvit

notwithftanding this, when all circumftanccs are duly

weighed, when we remember that thefe people are

poor, weak, and defencelefs, in comparifon of their

neighbours j have very few fortrelies, and thofe com-
pofed only of wood and earth -, and that notwithftand-

ing thefe advantages, they have made a fiiift to co-

ver their country fo well, and defended themfelves

fo obftinately, as to make the Poles and Tartars
weary of their wars with them ; we- muft allow them
feme merit with refped to military (kill. On the

other hand, when we call to mind, that they have
no trade, no veflels, no ports to receive them, if they
had any ; no yards, little timber, no docks, carpen-
ters, or feamen •, we cannot help owning that the na-
val exploits of fuch people, are in a great meafurc
aftonifhing.

'.
• Their
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Their government is entirely military, infomuch
that, in time of peace, they have hardly any magif-

tratcs or laws •» but when the nation, by whom they

are proteded, (and at prefont fomc of them are under
the Poles, fome under the Turks, but the far greateft

part of them under the Ruffians) propofe they Ihould

rife and take the field ; the firft ftcp is to give them
leave to eleft a general, who in their language is cal-

led Hetman, or Hatman. This fome modern writers

have miftaken for a proper name ; whereas, in re-

ality, it is the ftile of o/Hce, and anfwers to that of

Jmperator amongft the ancient Romans: he has

the abfolute command fo long as the war continues •,

neither is it eafy to depofe him afterward; for in

this, as well as in all other countries, power has in it

fomething fo pleafing, that no fmall difficulty is found

in reducing him who has been once a prince, to the

rank of a private man.
In the hiftories of the wars in the north, from the

beginning of the prefent century to the death of Pe-

ter the Great, emperor of Ruffia, the Hatman is of-

ten mentioned, and fome of them made a great figure

:

but of late, and indeed in all times of peace, we hear

of no fuch perfon. But it is right to enquire after,

and have fome tolerable knowlege, even of the moft

obfcure nations, that when thofe accidents, which are

always in the womb of time, bring them upon the

ftage ; we may not be amazed at their names, or in

. doubt about their force.

It was the praile of Ulyfles, the wifeft man in his

day in Greece, that he had feen and was acquainted

with the laws and cuftoms, the manners and modes,

of different places and people. And this was a great

commendation, worthy the pen and pains of the im-

mortal Homer, who has juftly celebrated the labours

and travels of that excellent man : but it is the feli*

city of modern times, that every man may be an

Ulyfles in his clofet j may fail over the ocean in his

' elbow-chair, and travel all the world over in his ftudy.

Neither

> .-
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Neither is this a flight of oratory, a lively or extra*

vagant piAure *, but a plain, certain, and undeniable

truth : books and maps will do tlie work cfFcdtually ;

a fmall degree of application, and that only for a
few months, will enable us to acquire more real and

ufefiil knowlege than it was poflfible for any of the

ancients to become mafter of in the courfe of his life.

Therefore if we do not excel them, is not more
their glory than our fault :

* he who has never tra-

veiled,* fay the Turks •, (he who has never read, may
wc fay) * thinks all the world like his father's houfe.*

We are now to look abroad into more civilized

countries, where every thing has a fofter air, and
where the inhabitants are learned and polite. It is

true, that the vifiting fuch countries feems to be moft

expedient for modem travellers, who are fent abroad

to acquire a genteel manner, and a corred tafte : but

for fuch as travel at home, the knowlege of the power,

circumihinces, and the rifing and falling of nations

in the balance of found policy, feems to be the great,

if not the only rational end of fuch inquiries.

A DESCRIPTION
• ^ -

OF THE

SEVEN UNITED PROVINCES
OF T H E

LOW COUNTRIES,
From M I s so n's Travds, &c,

.. >

IN order to render our account of the Low Coun-
tries more entertaining and defcriptive than is to

be found in any one writer, as thefe provinces fur-

nilh many articles for obfervation -, to what Mr. Mif-
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fon relates from, his travels through them, we fhall

occafionally add fuch particulars from other travel-

lers as may aJDpear capable of illuftrating the fubjeft;

A liberty, which, foi: the greater: information and
amufement of our readers, we fhall continue to take,-

wherever it may contribute to cither of thofe pur-

pofes* Mr. Miffori appearing to give the bell con-

ncded general obfervations on thefe provinces, we
fhall adhere principally to him^ taking in what is faid

by others collaterally; We Ihall, however, firft pre-

mife, that what is comprehended under the general

name of the Netherlands, extends along the Gernfian

Ocean 400 miles from north to fouth, and 500 miles

from eaft to weft, lying between 50** arid 54° north

latitude, and between 2** arid 7^ eaft longitude : they

are divided into feventeen provinces, feven of which

are united into one free republic^ whi^h we are now
to travel through ; the others are diftingui(hed into

the Auftrian and French Netherlands. The Seven

United Provinces, as they are ftiled ,by way of emi-

nence, are, n Holland. 2. Zealand* 3* Friefland,

4* Groningen. 5. Ovcryffel. 6. Guelderland and

Zutphen, 7. Utrecht. Of thefe, Holland is the moft

noted, the aflembly of the ftates meeting there.

Holland, i^ys Mr. Miflbn, being a flat country,

like a continued meadow, as we approached the Ihore,

the pinnacles of the fteeples and the trees appeared as

xifing out of the water. The whole country is cut

into canals and ditches, with incredible laibo'Ur, With^

out which the ground would be fo foaked with wa-

ter as would render it not habitable -, whereas now,

by the induftry of its inhabitants, it is the richeft and

beft peopled in the world, in proportion to its ex-

tent : fome make their number amount to two mil-

lions five hundred thoufand fouls, in the fmgle pro-

vince of Holland.

The cities of HoUarid are generally very neat and

beautiful, their inhabitants fparing no pains or coft

,
:

^
. , . ^. for

3
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for that purpofe, as appears by their conftantly wafh-

ing them, and having the infides of their hoiifes cu-

rioufly painted, and their windows generally of glafs,

as clear as cryflal : their cleanlinefs extends even to

their fliopsand ftables, which are kept neater here, than

thebeft apartfrtents are in fome countries. Theirftreets

are fo clean, that you fee the women walk almoft con-

ftantly in flippers -, and the canals being on both fides

planted with trees, afford a moft delightful fhady

paflage through all the chief ftreets of the cities, and
of fome of the towns and villages alfo. They reckon

in the United Provinces, one city, (Amfterdam)

of the firft rank, about twenty of the fecond, and
upwards of thirty of the third, two hundred large

towns, eight hundred villages. But to return to their

canals.

Thefe are very convenient for travelling, which is

generally performed in large boats, covered againft

the injuries of the air, and drawn by horfes, which
go off and bring you to your journey's end exadly at

certain hours ; they ferve for the tranfportation of
commodities from one place to another: and fome
of thefe canals afford tolerable (lore of feveral kinds

offifh.

Notwithftanding all thefe advantages, there are

many things wanting in Holland ; their fupplies of
wines, nay, even of corn, and moft other things ne-

cefTary for the fullenance of life, are derived from
foreign countries : this occalions their having fuch

a prodigious number of fhips, that fome have com-
puted them equal to all the reft that Europe can

produce. But as on one fide they are chiefly obliged

to the Tea for their wches, fo on the other hand it

proves the occafion of almoft irreparable defolations ;

for though they take allpolTible precautions to main-
tain their dams and Mills for the emptying of the wa-
ter, yet fometimes the jmpetuofity of this element
breaks through all thefe fences, which has coft at fe-

veral times the lives of fome millions of people.

Vol. IV.
. Q Thus,
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Thus, April 17, 1429, a hundred thoufand people

were drowned about Dort. In 1446, there were fif-

teen parilhes overflowed in the village of Scheveling,

121 houfes were carried away, and the church, now
clofe by the fea-fide, flood in the middle of the place.

[In 1530, a great part of Zealand was overflowed.

In the fame century feventy two villages on the coafts

of Holland and Friezland were Iwallowed up, and

near twenty thoufand people periflied ; and in 1 665,

an inundation broke down the dyke of Muydenburg,
and laid the whole country round Naarden, and

many places in the province of Utrecht, under water.

The dyke between Amfterdam and Haerlem, and

many others, were alfo broke : but the calamity

was no fooner over, than the inhabitants, in a great

meafure, repaired the damage.]

V Another inconveniency is, the fudden change of

weather from heat to cold, a thing not agreeable to

thofe who are not ufed to it. Their impofitions «re

alfo very heavy, which confequently occafions a dear-

nefs of all forts of viftuals •, but their plenty of trade

feems to make them a fufiicient amends for this and

every dther inconveniency.

We were not a little furprifed with the firft fight

of Rotterdam •, for its canals being, for the mofl: part,

fo deep and broad, that they are capable of receiving

veflels of a great bulk -, this afibrds the mofl: agree-

able profpedt of a mixture of trees, tops of lofty

houfes, and maft;s, which at a^diftance appear won-

derfully beautiful.

: The city of Rotterdam has not always been in the

jfame flouriftiing condition^ which makes it now chal-

lenge a place among the cities of the fecond rank ';

its port is both large and commodious, the city

rich, populous, pleafant, and extremely flourifliing;

their ftore-houfes for the navy, the town-houfe, and

the bank, are beautiful ftruftures; their glafs-houfe,

(famous through all the feven provinces) manufac-

tures abundance of little enamelled bowls, and fuch
' like
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Fikc baubles, curioufly done, which are folcf for pro-'

dioious profit to the favages in the Indies.

There are two French churches here : th? ftatucf

of brafs of Erafmus is fixed on a pedeftal of marble

in the place called the Great Bridge, furrounded with

iron rails. Erafmus is drefled in his dodor's robe,

with a book in his hand -, and near it you fee the fol-

lowing diftich, wrote over the door of a little houfe

where he was born, Odtober 27, 1467, but died at

Bafil, June 12, 1536.

uEdihus hie ortus, mundum decoravit Erafmus
Artibus ingenuisy religioner Fids,

There has been due care expreflcd in this refpeft, for

the firft ftatuc was eredlcd 1 540, of wood -, after

that another of (lone, 1 657 ; and this of brafs, 1662.

[Lady Wortlcy Montague gives the following en-

tertaining chara^er of Rotterdam and the Hague.
On her arrival at the Briel, Ihe fays, * I was charmed
with the neatnefs of that little town ; but my arri-

val at Rotterdam, prefcnted me a new fcene or plea-

fiire. All the ftrcets are paved with broad ftones,

and before the meaneft artificers doors are placed

feats of various coloured marbles, fo neatly kept,

that I aflure you, I walked almofl! over the town yef-

tcrday, incognito, in my flippers, without receiving

one fpot of dirt : and you may fee the Dutch maids
wafhing the plavemcnt of the flreet, with more ap-

plication than ours do our bed-chambers. The town
fecms fo full of people, with fuch bufy faces, all in

motion, that I can hardly fancy it is not fome cele-

brated fair ; blit I fee it is every day the fame. *Tis

certain no town can be more advantageoufly fituated

for commerce. Here arc fcven large canals, on which
the merchants fliip^ come up to the very door^ of
their houfcs. Tne fhops and -warehoufes are of a

furprifing neatnefs and magnificence, filled with an*

incredible quantity of fine merchandize, and fo much
O 2 cheaper
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cheaper than what we fee in England, that I have

much ado to perfuade myfelf I am ftill fo near it.

Here is neither dirt nor beggary to be feen. One
is not Ihocked with thofe loathfome cripples, fo com-

mon in London, nor teized with the importunity of

idle fellows and wenches, that chufe to be nafty and

lazy. The common fervants and little (hop women
here, are more nicely clean, than moft of our ladies,

and the great variety of neat drefles (every woman
drelfing her head after her own falhion) is an addi-

tional pleafure of feeing the town.
* Sure nothing can be more agreeable than travel-

ling in Holland. The whole country appears a large

garden ; the roads are well paved, (haded on each

fide with rows of trees, and bordered with large ca-

nals, full of boats, paiTing and repaHing. Every

twenty paces gives you the profpedt of fome villa,

and every four hours that of a large town, fo furpriz-

ingly near, I am fure you would be charmed with

them. The place I am now at, (the Hague) is cer-

tainly one of the fineft villages in the world. Here

are feveral fquares finely built, and, what I think a

particular beauty, the whole fct with thick large trees.

The Voor-hout is, at the fame time, the Hyde-park

and Mall of the people of quality i for they take the

air in it both on foot and in coaches. There are

{hops for wafers, cool liquors, &c. I have been to

fee feveral of the moft celebrated gardens, but I

will not teize you with their defcriptions.']

We made a little journey from hence to a fmall

village called Leckerkeck, about three leagues from

the city, upon the river Leek, where the lord of the

manor told us, that the falmon-fiftiing (the fifth part

whereof belongs to him) ufed formerly to produce

twenty thoufand livres per annum for his (hare, but

of late years, the falmon having left that river, the

filhing (which they are forced to continue only to

maintain their right) does not defray the charges.

The
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The tower of the great church here is very remark-

able. • It leaned formerly on the nave of the build-

ing', that is, bent toward the north-eaft three feet

and a half; but by opening the foundation, they

have found means to fet it up quite (Iraight, as ap-

pears by a profe infcription in Dutch -, Which alio

acquaints us the ground was opened September the

25th, 1651, and was clofed again April the 2d,
1655. The architcdk who performed this fingular

piece of work was one Nicholas Jeremy Perloons,

Dion Caflius, under the reign of Tiberius, mentions

fomething of the fame fort done, and that the artift

was but ill rewarded.

The ordinary paflage-boat carried us in two hours

to Delft, a city that holds the third rank in the af-

fembly of the ftatcs of Holland. One of the chief

curiofities theyfhew you in this city is the tomb of
William prince of Orange, afTaflinated here by Bal-

thafar Gerard, 1584. The arfenal, the town-houle,

the ftadtholder*s palace, the grand-place, and the

great hofpital, with its gardens, are well worth the

fight of a traveller. The canal betwixt this city and

the Hague is not above a league in length, in fight

of Refwyck and Voyerburgh, two pleafant villages,

and adorned on both fides with mod delightful fum-
mer villas, Hne walks, and noble gardens.

The Hague, being without gates or walls, is rec-

koned anK)ng the villages; notwithftanding which,

as it enjoys the priyilegc of a city, fo its grandeur

and beauty ieems to deferve that name ; being befide

this the refidcnce of the princes of Orange when ftad-

tholders, of all the foreign minifters, an^the place of
affembly of the States Generj^l : befide that, the great

concourfe of foreigners of all forts, renders the people

more obliging and fociable than in any other place

of Holland. Add to this, that the air is very good,
the wood near the town extremely delightful, and the

walk from thence to the village of Scheveling, near

the fca-fide, very diverting. Here they fticw a cha-

O 3 riot;
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riot fiirnifhcd both with wheels and fails, which is

carried al6ng by the wind upon the Iba-fliore,* very

plcafant to walk on, it being both hard and level.

Its fituation is certainly the mod plcafant of any

place in Holland, having the before-mentioned wood
to the north, very fertile meadows to the fouth, good

arable lands to the caft, and the fea to the weft.

The princes of Orange keep their refidence in the

palace of the antient earls of Holland •, but that called

the Old Court, where they formerly lodged, is by

much the more regular ftrudure ; the houfes oFpka-

fure about the Hague are generally very beautiful.

. We took, among other things, a view ofthe church

of the village of Lofdun, fo famous for the two ba-

fons of brais preferved there, in memory of the three

hundred fixty-five children of the countefs of Henne-

bergh, daughter to Florent IV. earl of Holland,

that were baptized in them. The ftory goes, that

the faid countefs having reproached a beggar-womaji

with having too many children, the poor wretch, by

way of imprecation, wilbed her as many children as

there were days in the year i which being fulfilled,

they were all chriftened, (the boys by the name of

John, the girls Elizabeth) and buried in the church

of L.ofdun. The whole hiftory is painted at large

in the faid church, on both ends of which pidure the

two bafons are fixed. The truth of it is attcfted by

Erafmus, Vives, Guicciardini, and others.

From the Hague V/e went forward to Lcyden, a

place not fo niuch frequented by courtie-s and offi-

cers, nor fo much difturbed with bufinefs and traffic

as the Hague and Rotterdam •, but exceeding charm-

ing by its intrinfic beauty and quiet, fo that you feem

to enjoy the benefit of a country life in the midft of

a great city : its chief trade confifts in the woollen

jnanufadory j which, together with the univerfity,

makes it one of the moit conHderable cities in Hol^

land. There are commonly about 1500 ftudents.

- In the Anatomy-hall they Ihew you a ^reat many
*

,
(keletons
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ikeletons both of men and beafts; abundance of
plants, fruits, animals, arms, habits, pictures, mum-
mies, urns, images, &c. and among the reft, the

pifture of a Prufllan peafant, who having fwallowed

a large knife, the fame (as they tell you) was cut out

again of his ftomach, and he lived eight years after.

In the gallery of the phyfic-garden, and the ad»

joining cabinet, called the Indian Cabinet, we faw di-

vers natural curiofities ; among the reft a winged cat

and ape •, the hand of a mermaid -, a vegetable Pria-

pus, a moft curious plant -, a monfter produced from

a hen's egg •, a piece of money of paper, made during

the f>ge of Leyden by the Spaniards in 1574, with

this infcriptipn on one fide, H^ec lihertatis ergo ; on
the other, Pugno pro Patria : an Eaft India ferpent,

on whofe fkin are to be feen, as fome fancy, feveral

natural figures refembling Arabic characters •, befide

a great nymber of animals, infedls, and other thiqgs,

prelerved in vials filled with fpirit of wine.

Before I take my leave of Leyden, I muft not for-

get to give you an account of the Rhine, which is

loft near its mouth, where moft other rivers are at

the largeft : for the Rhine dividing itfelf into two
branches near Schenkerfchontz, one of them takes

the name of Wakle, the other a little above Arnheim,
that of Yflel ; and continuing its courfe about feven

or eight leagues below that city, as far as Duarftadt,

is there again fubdivided into two other fmall chan-

nels, the chief whereof takes the name of the Leek.

The other rivulet, which turns more to the right,

retains the name of the Rhine ; till coming to Utrecht,

it emits another branch, which taking its courfe to

the north, is known by the name of the Vecht j and

the other continuing its courfe, by the name of the

Rhine, to Worden, it at laft lofes itfelf by two or

three canals at Leyden. The caufe of this odd fate

of the Rhine is attributed to an earthquake, whicli

throwing part of the Downs inte the mouth of this

liver, iSut it ever fmcej the wa-ters were driven

O 4 back,
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back, and confequently enlarged and deepned thQ

channel of the Leek as we fee it now.

They fhcw you here the (hopboard belonging to

that noted taylor called John of Leyden, (where he

was born) the chief of the AnabaptilU. His true

name was John Bucold.

From hence to Haerlem is five hours travelling by

the paflfage-boat, the canal being lined by a great

number of country-feats and fummer-houfcs.

Haerlem is a large and pleafant city, and, for its

agreeable fituation, may challenge the preference be-

fore Leyden, mod of its canals being mixed with the

little river Sparm. This city is chiefly famous for

the linen nianufa6tory, and that of tape, though of

Jatc years they have made alfo great quantities of filk

(luffs. The great church (the largeft in all the feven

provinces) and the town-houfe, are ftately ftru6lures;

and the wood without the city is a great addition to

its pleafant fituation ; for which it is defervedly ad-

mired.

Lawrence Cofter, who challenges the firft inven*

tion of printing, was a native ot this city •, though

John Guttenbergh of Strafburgh, and Conrade and

Arnold, two brothers of Mayence, challenge that ho-

nour before him. However, thofe of Haerlem, in

refpeft to their townfman, keep in their town-houfc

the firft book that ever was prmted, in a filver cafe

wrapt in filk, the keeping whereof is committed to

the care of feveral of the magiftrates ; and the ftatue

of La>yrence Cofter is to be viewed in the fame place.

This infcription is to be fcen in golden letters over

the door of the houfe where the faid Lawrence Cofter

lived.

M E MO R IM SACRUMy
^ypographia ars arifum omnium ConferuatriXy hie pri-

mum inventa firca annum 1440.

Meyer aflures us, that in 1403, a mermaid was
paft alhpre by a tempeft near tiaerlem, who was
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brought to feed upon bread and milk, taught to fpin,

and Uved for many years. John Gerard of Leyden

adds, that (he would frequently pull off her cloaths,

and run toward the water, and that her fpeech was

fo confufed a noife as not to be underftood by any

body: ihe was buried in the church-yard, becaufe

Ihe had learnt to make the fign of the crofs. He
fpeaks this upon the credit of feveral perfons who had

(cen her.

As.it would require a long continuance in the city

of Amfterdam to learn every thing that belongs to

it, and a large volune to defcribe it all, I will con-

tent myfelf with giving rather a (ketch than a de-

fcription of a place, which is, beyond all difpute,

one of the moft beautiful and confiderable cities in

the world : however, for its extent, it is in no wife

to be compared to London, there being, according

to a good calculation, in London about feven hun-

dred thoufand fouls, but in Amfterdam not above

two hundred thoufand. But for riches and trade ic

may vie with any city in the world •, witnefs their Eaft

India company, which was founded in 1594, and has

waged wars a^ainft very potent princes, without any

confiderable interruption in ther trade.

This city is built upon piles fixed in the marlhes

on the fouth-fide of the river Ye or Tye, which is a

branch of the Zuyder-Zee. Its fortifications arc

very confiderable, confifting of many baftions faced

with brick, furroujidcd with a ditch eighty paces

foroad) filled with running water, which, together

with the Huicesy whereby they can lay all the adja-

cent country under water, render it almoft impreg-

nable: befide the ordinary garrifon, the militia or

trained bands of the city confift of fixty companies

of a hundred mcp each, commanded by citizens.

Mr. Hanway's account of this city is as follows.

* The wonderful city of Amfterdam, as well as many
other towns of the Netherlands, is a work of art and

Jabour, not inferior to iHe greateft monuments of

human
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human induftry in paft ages. It is fituatcd about

two hundred and twenty Englifli miles from London,
and derives its name from the river Amftcl -, it belno-

formerly called Amfteldam, or the dam of the Am-
ftel, which is the name generally given to it in au-

thentic records. Our author obfcrves, that it was

then reckoned about fojr hundred years from its firft

beginning, and two hundred and feventy from its be*

ing inclofed with walls. In 1570 the Dutch began

to lay the foundation of their wealth and naval

ftrength. About twenty years before that time, they

embraced the doctrines of Calvin and being pro-

voked by the oppreflive meifures of Romifh bigotry,

they (hook off the Spanifh yoke. The Spaniards

exerted themfelves upon this occafion, from religi-

ous as well as political motives j but they were un-

able to render that confederacy abortive, which at

length united the Seven Provinces, and formed a

powerful republic.

About the year 1600, the love of liberty and g^in

caufed fuch a conflux of people thither, that the wails

were extended ; and fince that time they have been

farther enlarged, fo that they dre now about three

leagues in circumference. The city is generally

efteemed near one third as populous as London or

Paris. "Within the walls are reckoned 26,500 houfes,

and about 240,000 inhabitants, befide thofe in the

fuburbs, which are fmall. The greateft .ftrength of

the place is in the difficulty of accefs both by lea and

land; but the numerous fhoals that render the en-

trance of the Texel difficult, have not obftru6icd the

progrefs of commerce. One remarkable proof of

ceconomy is obvious in the fortifications of the city

;

for the baftions, which are very numerous, have each

a windmill

Moft of the ftreets are extremely clean i but except

thofe that have canals, they are much too narrow.

However, they are rendered lefs incommodious by

the hired coaches being fet on fledges drawn by one

horle.
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horie. Merchandize is alfo drawn on (ledges, which

are not only the moft convenient vehicles tor the in-

habitants and their trade, but are calculated to pre*

ferve the houfes, which being built on piles, might
in time be damaged in their foundations, by having

a great number of wheel carriages. Gentlemen's

coaches are however, for the moft part fct on wheels,

but for this liberty they pay a confiderable tax. The
principal ftreets, or rather quays of the canals, are

jigreeably planted on each fide with trees ; but the

canals iometimes fmell very ofFenfively. The houfes

are rather neat than elegant or commodious : the

nature of the climate renders it neceflary to wafh
them often ; but the greateft part of the people carry

this kind of cleanllnefs fo'far as hardly to afford them-
felves time for the neceflary care of their perfons.

The entrance of the houfes is generally by Heps, which
rife four or five feet from the ground, and the paflage

into the rooms, which nms very deep, is floored and
pannelled with marble, which has an air of grandeur
in miniature. They have much near, |iid fome rich

furniture, which feems rather occafioned^y an antienc

cuftom of neatnefs and elegance, than the effed of a

luxurious and expenflve talte.

Of all ths buildings in Amfterdam, the town-houfe

is the mofl: difl:inguiflied. It is two hundred and
eighty-two feet in front, two hundred and thirty-two

deep, an hundred and flxteen high, exclufive of the

cupola. It cofl: three millions of guilders, or three

hundred thoufand pounds fl:erling, when money
was more valuable than it is now ; which will be lefs

furprifing, if we confider that k is founded upon thir-

teen thoufand large piles. This is a very grand and
ufeful building, and yet is neither elegant nor agree-

able. It contains the oflices and tribunals for the

execution of the laws, in the fcveral branches of the

military, as well as civil government. It is very ob-
fervablc that the entrance of this building is very

mean^ but bad the doors been proportioned to the

edifice.



204 MiSSON's TRAVELS
edifice, they would have been more fubjedt to be
forced upon occafion of thofe tumultuous aflcmblies

of the people, that are not unfrequent in this coun-

try. 1 he (ladthoufe is guarded in the night by a

body of the burghers, who are thus charged with the

care of the great refervoir of the wealth of the United

Provinces. In the lower apartments is the bank, in

which is faid to be d^pofited immenfe fums.*]

[Dr. Brown tells us, that ' their Rafp-huys, or houfe

of corredlion is alfo worth obfervation *, having at its

entrance two lions bridled, with this infcription

:

Virtutis efi domare qua cun£li pavent,

* A proper emblem for the purpofe it was intended,

viz. to bridle the infolencies of fuch as are riotous in

the ftrcets, or commit diforders •, and the extrava-

gancies of the fons of citizens, who are paft the go-

vernment of their mafters and parents. They are

employed in gaining their bread by rafping Brafil-

wood i and if they refufe to perform their talk, and

become incdrrigible by blows, they (as we were told)

put them in a large ciftern, with a pump by them,

and fo letting in the water upon them, force them to

work for their life.

* Their Spin-huys is intended for the correction of

young women, fuch as live loofely, or are taken in

the ftreets, and other fufpicious places : fometimes

the citizens fend their daughters hither for chaftife-

ment, and thefe have chambers allotted them •, 1 faw

above an hundred women in one large room, fome

of which were very well drefled. In the hofpital for

children are fix hundred orphans, well educated and

looked after. The Dol-huys is like our Bedlam, in-

tended for delirious perfons -, the Gaft-huys, an hof-

pital for the fick ; as the Mannen-houfe is an hofpital

for old men. They have befide this, a laudable cuf-

tom throughout all Holland ; which is, that upon

the appointment of any meeting at a tavern, or any

other
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other occafiOD, certain forfeitures are put into a box^

kept in all public houfes, for the ufe of the poor

;

which is the reafon that fcarcc ever any beggars are

fcen in the ftreets.']

The Rdman Catholics enjoy liberty of confciencc,

as in other parts of the Seven Provinces, though

their number is nor fo confidcrable as fome have en-

deavoured to perfuade us •, for 1 have been informed

by perfons ofIcnowlege and credit, that the Roman
Catholics, and all other fedtaries together, do not

make a fourth part of the inhabitants of Amfterdam.

In this city remains ftill a convent of certain nuns

called Beguines, an order eredbed A. D. 1207, com-
pofed of maidens and widows, who have no children,

and who need no other qualifications to be admitted

into this fociety, than a teilimonial of their good be-

haviour, and competency to live upon, cither by
themfelves, or in conjundtion with one or more of

the filters, as they 6nd it mod fuitable to their pur-

pofe. Their convent (which contains about a hun-

dred and thirty lifters) is built like a little city, with

a wall and ditch about it, within which ftands a church,

where they are obliged to perform their devotions at

certain hours. They wear an odd looking black ha-

bit, receive and pay vifits, and quit the convent when
they pleafe.

The mulic-houfes of Amfterdam, fo much talked

of, are public-houfes or taverns, where young fel-

lows come under pretence of dancing, but in effect

to pick up lewd women, who refort thither in great

numbers, and carry them to other convenient lodg-

ings *, thefe being intended only for their meeting-

places. They are generally vifited by ftrangers, out

of curioHty ^ and you muft either drink what they

oBTer, or pay as if you did.

The exchange of Amfterdam is two hundred feet

long, and a hundred and twenty broad : the galle-

ries above are fuppoxted by forty- fix pillars, but are

not
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not fo {pacious *, nor arc the fhops fb many as thole

over the London Exchange.

The academy, ftiled the Illuftrious School, is alfo

an elegant ftru6ti!'-e, divided into feveral fchools for

divinity, philofophy, hiftory, law, and pKyfic.

There are five high towers in this city, which have

each a great clock, and are placed at fuch a conve-

nient diltance, as that the hours of the day are ihown
all over the town.

[The eftablifhed religion (fays Mr. Hanway) is

that of Calvinifm, for which there are eleven churches

for the Dutch, one for the Englifh, two for the Ger-

mans, and two for the French -, but the Rorflan Ca-

tholics are faid to have near thirty places of worlhip.

Befide thefe there are Lutherans and Baptifts : the

Jews are alfo numerous, and have their fynagogues as

in London i but none of thefe religions, except the

Calvinifts, are allowed the ufe of bells : and the ftates

invalidate all marriages not performed according to

the rites of the eftablifhed church, unlcfs the parties

firft engage themfelves in form before the civil ma-
giftrate : and then they may perform the ceremony

according to their refpedtive religions.]

We paffed feven hours upon the canal betwixt

Amfterdam and Utrecht very plcafantly j leaving on

the right-hand the old caftle of Abeow, and the vil-

lage of the fame name, the boundary of the province

of Holland on that fide, about three leagues from

Amfterdam. We no fooner came to Utrecht, but

we found it to fall much Ihort of that extreme neat-

nefs we obfervcd in the province of Holland. This

city is famous for its antiquity, its univerfity, and

the union made here in 1579, which was the foun-

dation of the whole Dutch republic. The fteeple

of the cathedral is very high, and th« church con^

tains many relics highly valued by the Roman Ca-

tholics.

The Mall and the walks about it, without the gates

of the *:ity, are infinitely pleafant, being upon that

fcore
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icore fparcd by the French king's exprefs command,
when his tfoops ravaged all the country round about.

A certain gentleman of Utrecht :old me, that there

were no lefs than forty-eight towns within the reach

of a day's journey from this city, and among them
thirty-three to which you may go and come back the

fame day. The country about Utrecht has a far dif-

ferent face from what you fee in Holland, their fields

being, for the moft part, ploughed lands inclofed

with ftrong hedges.

Two hours from Utrecht we pafled in fight of Zeift,

and of the caftle on the right-hand : it is a very

handfomc ftrufture, inclofed with a ditch full of run-

ning water, adorned with labyrinths, gardens, ftatues,

fountains, and other ornaments, being built not many
years ago, by one of the richeft lords of this coun-

try. The fields betwixt Rhenen and Arnheim are

for the' moft part planted with tobacco, propped by
ftakes •, and at Rcincom, a village three hours on this

fide of Rhenen, you fee a ftone, which is the boun-
dary betwixt the lordlhip of Utrecht and the pro-

vince of Guelders.

Arnheim has nothing remarkable but its fortifi-

cations. Two hours and a half beyond it we pafled

the Yflel, divided into three branches near each other;

and afterward continuing our journey through Doef-

burgh, (a little city on that river, in the province of

Zutphen) we dined in a poor village, if milk with

bifcuit may be called a dinner : but the worft is,

that our fare was no better at night, when we lodged

at Yflelburgh, a fmall difmantled town upon the bor-

ders of Clcves.

[To thefe particulars concerning the country, our

readers will not be difpleafed to fee fome remarks re-

lating to the inhabitants, from our ingenious country-

man Mr. Ray ; which are contained in the enfuing ex-

tract : with fome additional obfervations which himfelf

introduces.

4 As
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* As to what relates to the common people of Hol-

land, it mud be confeHed they are furfy and ill-bred,

which is the reafon that no ftrangers that know the

country will deal with inn-keepers, waggoners, boat-

men, porters, and fuch-like, without bargaining be-

forehand. The men are generally very large boned
^nd bulky, and thefe, as well as the women, are

conftantly eating as they travel.
, At their common

entertainments, a fallad leads the van, a kind offtewed
meat is the main part of the dinner, and it concludes

with ibme boiled and buttered herbs. The chieffood

of the ordinary people is cod-fifti and pickled herring,

wiiich they cure better than the Engliih. In the

public houfes you commonly meet with fmoaked
beef, but in thin flices, good bread and butter, and

four or five forts of ^cheefe. Their ftrong drink

(they call it Dick-beer, and very properly, for it is

feldom clear) is fold for three-pence a quart j the

dearnefs of which arifes partly from the heavy excife

laid upon tjiis, as well as all other provifions : partly

from the plenty of money in thofe provinces, which

makes land fold here at between thirty and forty

years purchafe. Moft of their beds are made clofc

like cabins, narrow and fhorc, and yet you pay an

exceflive rate for them in the inns. Their houfes are

kept exceeding neat, even to the outfide of pots and

pot-hooks ; nay, the very tiles of the pent- houfes:

ye*: has it been obfervable, that Jn dreffing their

meats, they are not fo clean and curious as the Eng-

lifli. They ufe organs in moft, of their churches,

cojleft money for the poor in liermon time, with a

purfe faftened to a ftick, and a bell hanging to it.

The pfalms to be fung are fet down upon flates, hung

iipon the walls of the church for that purpofe. They

feldom travel on horfeback, but generally in wag-

gons, fome covered, others not, but moftly by water

;

and this on Sundays as well as other days. Beggars

are feldom feen in Holland,' notwithftanding the vaft

multitude of people-, this province containing no lefs

than
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than twenty-four walled towns and cities, fix of which

(belide Amfterdam) are bigger than any in England,

except London. And upon this occafion, fome ob-

Tervations made by Francis Barnham, elq; who wa?

in Holland with my lord ambaflador HoUis, have

been efteemed fenfible and curious.

" There is, fays he, a continual watch kept on the

fteeples in all the cities of the United Provinces : the

differences arifing among boatfmen and waggoners,

who (ball go firft, are decided by calling a die. They
gather the rain-water by pipes ifrom the houfes, and

preferve it in cifterns, as they do in Venice. The
Dutch ftand much in awe of their fuperiors, becaufe

juftice is done there without delay. They are ftrangely

addi6led to novelties, and mightily taken with any

thing that is gay. They are extremely greedy of pro-

fit, yet very juft in their bargains. The knowlegc
how to get money is what they efteem above all other

things, and fcarce ever apply themfelves to any thing

befide that and politics, in which they are generally

well verfed •, the meaneft of them being qualified by
his birth-right to become a burgomafter. They fight

bravely at fea, though naturally they are of a phleg-

matic temper, and confequently not fit for brave ex-

ploits by land. They allow of liberty in religion,

but keep a watchful eye over it to fecure the pub-
lic peace ; which is the reafon that it is more difficult

to hatch a plot here than in any other parts : though
at the fame time the people fay and print almoft what
they pleafe, the fame being included within the gene-

ral notion of liberty. Moft of them have little fenfe

of honour or genero/ity, being guided merely by the

profped of advantage or incereft. They don't pro-

iecute murder with fo much violence as theft. The
Dutch arc always careful to folemnize any great ac-

tion done by them, with all the public marks of ho-

nour and rejoicings, to imprint into the common
people an idea of the ability and wifdoni of their go-

VoL. IV. , i* vernors;
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vernors; which is the reafon they frequently ere^

monuments to thofe who have defcrved well of the

ccJmmonwealth. The ordinary fort of women (if not

all) feem to be more pleafed with obfcene difcourfe

than the Englilh or French ; they have alfo the repu-

tation of making not lo fevere an account of chaftity

before marriage, but of being very faithful to their

huibands. Even the better fort of women are not

backward of admitting men, though of very little ac-

quaintanccj to a falute-, and kifling pafles current

here, not only at parting and returns, but alfo in

frolics and familiar converfation* Moft women are

let into all the aftions of their hufbands, who feldom

undertake any thing without their knowlege and ap-

probation. They have abundance of chiming in their

cities i and vaft multitudes of ftorks build their

nefts upon the tops of the chimnies."] Thefe re-

marks have the repute of being very juft, though

wrote fome years fince : correfponding greatly with

the reports of all who have been in the Low Coun-

tries) And though fome allowances .mufl be made

for thofe alterations in cuftoms, which all nations,

and cfpecially commercial ones, are fubjeft to •, yet

fome national charadleriftics flill didinguifh the inha-

bitants of the fame places at all periods of time : and

if the manners of the Dutch have undergone any al-

terations, . it is chiefly in departing from their antient

frugality, and adopting fome of the luxuries of their

neighbours.
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TRAVELS
THROUGH

GERMANY, HUNGARY, BOHEMIAj
SWITZERLAND, ITALY, and

LORRAIN.

iy John George Keysler, F. R. S.

MR. Keyfler was born at Thurnau, a town be-

longing to the count of Geich, in the year

1689. His father, who was one of the count's coun-

cil, performed the part of a confcientious parent in

the care of his education ; and the fincere piety he im-

bibed froni his mother, during his childhood, was
deeply implanted in his mind during the whole courfe

of his life. He was fo well grounded in the prin-

ciples of the Proteftant religion, that he was never

carried away with the torrent ofcorruption, nor tainted

by the prevalence of cuftom in a degenerate age. His
inclination for learning being very early confpicuous*

was cherifhed and increafed by the careful inftrudtions

of the moft able matters. He ftudied at the unlver-

fity at Hall, a place famous from its firft foundation

for perfons of the greateft eminence in literature

:

and he had fcarcely left the univerlity before he was
appointed fub-preceptor to Charles Maximilian and
Chriilian Charles, counts of Giech-Buchau ; with

whom, in the year 1713, he returned to Hall-, and
afterwariTattcnded them in their travels. The firft

place they vifited was Utrecht, where he became ac*

quainted with the learned Hadrian Reland, who, per-

ceiving in him an uncommon capacity, contradted

with him an intimjite fnendihip. And to the perfua-

fions of this great iaian* it was owing, that Mr. Keyf-
•

P 2 lei
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ler refolvc:! to execute what he had before feme
thoughts of, namely, to write a hiftory of the anti-

quities of his native country.

Mr. Keyfler's fenfe of his duty to the two young
counts, carried him from the delightful city of

Utrecht fooner than he otherwife could have wilhed.

In company with them he vifited the principal cities

of Germany, France, and the Netherlands : never

failing, in every place, to increafe his literary acqui-

fitions. Mr. Keyfler returned fafe from his firft tra-

vels with his pupils, and acquired fuch an uncom-

mon reputation, that his abilities for fuch a charge

were mentioned in the higheft terms to baron Bern-

ftorf, firft minifttr of ftate to his Britannic majefty,

as eledor of Brunfwick-Lunenburgh. This great man
was at that time defirous of finding a proper perfon

to whom he might entruft the education of his grand-

fon, a youth of the greateft hopes. Keyfler was

pitched upon, and the happy confequences have de-

monftrated, that the baron could not have feledted a

more proper perfon. In the autumn of the year

1716 he came to Hanover, where his indefatigable

application to his charge exceeded the moft fanguine

wifhes of his Mecasnas.

In the year 1718, Mr. Keyfler obtained leave to

make a voyage to England, to which, whatever com-

miflions he might have to execute, he knew how to

give the appearance of a philofophicaljourney : and

the fame free accefs to learned focieties, before fo ad-

vantageous in France and the Low Countries, ren-

dered London and Oxford very agreeable to him.

Here he obtained a very fignal proof of the high ef-

teem he had acquired in England, by being unani-^

moufly cledted a fellow of the Royal Society ; the

only title which he ever enjoyed.

The two young barons Bernftorf, af'-'^r being uy>-

ward often years under the diredtion cf Mr. Keyfler,

were, by his judicious inftrudions in all the ufeful

branches of fcicncc, fitted for vifiting foreign coun-
• tries
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tries with advantage : and it is to the tour he took

with thefe pupils that we owe the following work.

Mr. Keyfler, on feveral occafions, during his tra-

vels, gave fuch happy proofs of his lingular learning,

and remarkable fagacity, that he had very confider-

able offers of public employments made him by fe-

veral courts to fettle among them : but the extraor-

dinary patronage of the two barons Bernftorf, together

with theeafeand tranquillity he enjoyed under theirpro-

teftion ; by which he was enabled to devote great part

of his time to the placid mufes; appeared to him more
eligible than external magnificence, fo apt to afTedt

fhort-fighted mortals. The younger baron being no-

minated envoy to the imperial dyet, by the king of

Denmark, as duke of Holftein-Gliickftadt, Mr. Keyf-

ler attended him to the Danilh court at Copenhagen,

and afterward to Ratilbon. When the dyet was over,

he returned and fpent the remainder of his days with

his elder pupil, whofe generofity placed him beyond
the frowns of fortune : and both the brothers fettled

a very handfome penfion on him for life. He died in

the 54th year of his age, on the 2 1 ft of June, 1 743,
of an afthma, at Stintenburg, an eftate belonging to

baron Bernftorf, in Saxelauenburg : and his body
was interred with great magnificence (contrary indeed

to his defire) in the church of CafTahn, in the terri-

tory of Bernftorf. The exa6t order in which he left

his manufcripts, is a convincing proof that he quitted

this mortal ftage in a well prepared difpofition.

Having given this brief account of Mr. Keyfler, *

we fliall prefent to our readers the moft curious parts

of his travels ; occafionally enriching his defcriptions

with thofe which we may meet with in other approved

travellers to the fame parts.

—The firft place I arrived at, fays Mr. Keyfler, was
the city of Schaffhaufen, (capital of the canton of the

fame name in Switzerland) which is very handfome, the

ftreets broad, the houfes magnificent, and pleafantly

fituated in a plain. The canton of Zurich, whjch

P 3 , commencet
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commences at the other fide of a (lately bridge, U
Separated from it by the Rhine, which walhes the

fouthera parts of Schaffhaufen, aqd is of very great

advantage to its commerce. I muft noi> by any

ineans, at my firft entrance into Switzerland, omit

$n obfervation, the truth of which I was fvifficiently

convinced of by a former tour through thefe coun-

tries, namely, that great numbers of people have

formed very falfe ideas of the inhabitants of this coun-

try and their trade. They imagine Swit^^erland to be;

hardly any thing better than a confufed chaos of bar-

ren rocks, craggy mountains, eternal fpows, and

gloomy vallies j hardly fupplying its wretched inha-

bitants with the means of fupporting a laborious and

miferable life. But this is very different from the

tryth i the country produces all the neceffaries of life,

in fuch abundance, as to enable the inhabitants to

export large quantities. Their flax and linen are of

the greateft advantage, particularly to the inhabi-

tants of Berne and St. G^U. Crapes, coarfe linen

cloth, drugs, Geneva, and other fpirituous liquors,

are exported in large quantities to Germany and Hol-

land. The cheefe of Switzerland is famous in every

part of Europe -, and orders are conHantly tranlmit-

ted from all parts for their butter. There is found

near Bex, in the diftrift of Aigle depending on the

jPais de Vaud, Sulphur Virgineum, which greatjy ex-

cels that brought, as a great curiofity, from Ame-
rica. It is efteemed good in diforders of the bread

and nerves.

. The Switzers kill fo large a number of cattle an-

nually, that the hides, befidc what t}iey ufc themfelves,

make a very confiderable article in their commerce.

They alfo fend prodigious droves of fheep and oxen to

diftant parts ; and as the cattle of Jutland and Holftein

are greatly valued ; fo in Bavaria, Auftria, and even

Hungary, perfons of ample fortune procure the Swifs

cattle at any price, notwithftanding they degenerate
,_,...
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lb foon as to render a conftant fuppljr neccfl^ry.

Switzerland fupplies Lombardy with the greateft part

of its coach-horfes, and Savoy with horfes both for

the army and artillery ; and the Frejich have hitherto

purchafed the greateft part of their horfes for mili-

tary fervice, of the Swifs, fometimes ten thoufand in

a year ; but at prefent they are very attentive to im-

prove their own. The inhabitants of Switzerland

reap a very confiderable advantage from a war be-

tween France and Germany •, for as the paflcs are

guarded, and horfes prohibited from being fent from
Germany into France, the greateft part ot this lucra-

tive branch of trade, amounting fometimes to ten

thoufand pounds yearly, is carried on through Swit-

zerland. As the inhabitants are under no necelTity

of importing aoy kinds of goods, fait alone excepted,

(their fait Iprings not being fufficient wholly to fupply

them) from the adjacent countries, as Tyrol, Bavaria,

and Franche Comte -, they can never want either a

brifk trade, or a large balance in their favour. But
trade is not confined to neceflaries alone •, that luxury,

pomp, and infatuation for foreign produftions, which
has infeded moft parts of Europe, has extended its

contagious influence to Switzerland ; and feveral wif^

regulations have been made, to ftop this pernicious

and extcnfive ufe of foreign commodities. But thefe

wholefome laws have the fame fate in Switzerland as

in feveral other parts of Europe i the fpirit is ex-

plained away by fubterfuges and arbitrary interpre-

tations, and, confequently, they lofe their intended

pffea.

The ladies ill fome parts of Switzerland, are re-

ftrained in their drefs by fumptuary laws ; but the

confequence is, that they impatiently wait the return

of fummer, in order to their vifiting the German
Spaws, where they may indulge their gay inclinations,

free from the reftraints of the laws of their country :

and fo fond are they of thefe annual journies, that

they are often made' one of their marriage articles.

P 4 It
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It having . therefore been found impoffible to re-

ftrain all abufes, efpecially in a fex fo impatient of

authority, by human laws ; manufactures have been

erefted in feveral parts, in order to prevent, in a more
efFeftual manner, the fending money out of the coun-

try for foreign commodities. This fcheme laboured

at firft under very great difficulties, but time has re-

moved moft of them, efpecially in the Proteftant can-

tons, which, in this tefpedt, greatly excel thofe of

the Romilh religion: nor is there any probability

that the latter will ever carry commerce to any great

height. Excellent cloth is made at Zurich, and the

filks manufacli:red in the Pais de Vaud, are of great

advantage. The kind reception which the French re-

fugees have met with at Geneva, have largely con-

tribuied lo increafc the number of ingenious artifts in

that city ; and it would have been of the greateft ad-

vantage, if this humane example had prevailed in

its full extent throughout Switzerland. Zurich, Bafil,

(jeneva, and Schaffhauren ace the four ftaple towns

of the commodities of Switzerland ; but Zurich vaftly

excels the others. Their foreign trade is greatly fa-

ciliiated by means of the Rhone and the Rhine

:

they knd their goods to France a:ii the Mediterranean

by ihe former, and to Germany, the Netherlands,

and the North Sea, by the latter. The trade of

SchafThaufen has however been declining forfone

time, fo that at prefent few of the merchants carry

on trade on their own account, the generality deal-

ing by commillion.

The number of burghers in SchafFhaufen is faid to

amount to two thoufand ; and though the arfenal can-

not be called large, it is fufficient for the purpofe in-

tended, that of fupplying the inhabitants, in cafe of

neccflity, with arms. But it muft be remembered,

that ihe fword is here confidered as a mark of their

freedom, as v/ell as an ornament, on which account

every citizen, and even the peafants, appear at church

in their fwords ; nor does any one dare to appear be-

fore
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fore the magiftracy without a cloak and a fword. The

inhabitants of that part of the diftrift of mount J ira,

dependent on the canton of Berne, attend divine

worfhip not only in their fwords, but alfo carry with

them their bayonets and firelocks, which they either

hang up in a particular corner of the church, or place

by diem. Perhaps this cuftom owes its origin to the

frequent difturbances of former ages, and their almofl

continual wars with the inhabitants of Burgundy,

againft whom it was neceflary to be always prepared.

It muft however be acknowleged, that the pracSlice

of wearing fwords at church has been prohibited in a

folemn manner.

Between SchafFhaufen and Bafil, the navigation

of the Rhine is twice interrupted by violent catarafts

or falls of the river ; the confequence of which is,

that the veflels are under a neceffity of being unload"

ed, at thcfe falls, and the goods put on board others.

Near the village of Neuhaufen, on the SchafFhaufen

fide of the river, is an iron manufafture, which pro-

duces a very confiderable revenue. Petrified mufcles

and cockles are often found in the iron ore, with

which the country abounds.

The famous caftle of Hohentwiel, called in Latin

Duellium, belonging to the duke of Wirtemberg-

Stuttgard, is fituated four leagues north-eaft of SchafF-

haufen. It is entirely encloled by the territories of

NuUenburg, not having an inch of ground belonging

to it, and therefore of more honour than advantage.

Indeed its being fituated at fuch a diftance from any

enemy that might invade the country, and confe-

quently being in no danger of an attack for fome time,

renders it very convenient, on any dangerous con-

juncture, for depofiting records, papers, jewels, and
other valuable effedts : but the inhabitants of Swabia
would reap more advantage from it, if it flood in a

more convenient place, as no hoftilities from the

neighboyrhood of the Switzers can be apprehended.

The
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• The fituation of Hohentwiel is on a lofty moun-
tain in the midft of a charming and fruitful country,

furrounded with pleafant villages and ruinous caftles

on the fummits of lofty mountains •, which together

with the lake Boden, lying ^at about two miles dif-

tant, afford a moft beautiful profpecl. The lower

caftle ftandsat a great height, notwichftanding which,

a good fort of wine is produced from vines which

g'Qw on the fides of the mountain to the very walls.

The neighbouring country, when covered with fogs,

appears to a fpcflator at Hohentwiel like a fea, and

as the mi ft diflipates, the mountains and caftles gra-

dually appear like iflands in the ocean.

. A cuftom prevails here, that when any prince, or

other perfon of diftindtion vifits this fortrefs, he is ob-

liged to carry from the lower to the upper caftle, a

ftone often pounds weight, a confiderable number of

which are now to be feen there, Tome of them having

the initial letters of the names of thofe who have taken

the trouble of carrying them up.

DukeUlrich being in exile in the year 1520, pnr-

chafed of a widow belonging to the houfe of Klingen-

berg this caftle, and it has belonged eyer fmce to the

dukes of Wirtemberg.

I made an incurfion from hence into the adjacent

parts of Swabia, famous for the fource of that noble

river the Danube, and flatter myfelf that my journey

has not been ufelefs. The Danube, in a courfe of

four hundred German miles, wafhes fifty populous

cities, and recei\^es the waters of twelve large rivers,

and more than eighty rivulets : fo that few rivers,

not even the Nile itfelf, can be compared with it.

The Turks, indeed, are for giving the preference to

the Nile, for a very fingular reafon, namely, becaufe

it has not been fo often ftained with human blood as

the Danube. The fource of this famous river is

near Don t fchingen, in the territories of Furftem-

berg, and foon becomes a confiderable ftream by thq

coqflux of feveral rivulets,
*•• - Ney

' a
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Near Burlatingcn, a hunting feat belonging to the

prince of Hohenzallcrn, is a chaptl, built by Mr.
Conicr, a captain of horfe in the emperor's ferviccj

the fituation of which is fo remarkable that it muft

not be omittec). It is built on an eminence, and in

fuch a manner, that the rain, which drops from, one

fjde of it, it, by means of the i auchart, conveyed

into the Dar ube, and that falling from the other, inio

the Rhine, through the Starzel and Netftar.

The territories of the circle of Swabia are very dif-

ferent with regard to fertility i and hence complaints

from fuch diftridbs as imagine their afleflTments of the

public contributions to be unjuft, are continually pre-

ferred to the aflfemblies of the circles; and fomc

aticmpts have been made to remove their caule, and
proportion the alleflments in a more equitable man-
ner. But it is a natural confequence of thofe aflem-

blies, th<it a vaft deal of bufincfs mull remain unde-

termined; nor is it reafonable to think that every

proceeding would have been approved by the Areo-

pagus. For not to mention the princes, bilhops,

counts, abbots, and the principal cities ; feveral places,

and the imperial towtis in particular, are reduced to

fuch a low condition, that it cannot be expeded their

reprefentatives can all be properly qualified for the

truft committed to theni ; which mull confequently

be the fource of many abufes.

A great variety of droll adventures are related,

though very unj'.'':ly, of the Swabians; but their own
good fenfe have inftrutled them to be thtmfelves the

ftrft relaters of them; and I muft fay, that in general,

as much good lenfe, and, perhaps a larger propor-

tion of the franknefs and honefty of the old Germans
js to be found in Swabia, than in many other parts.

I continued my journey from Schaffhaufentlirough

Zingen to Rotolfszell, or, as it is for Ihorcnefs called,

Zell, where both we and our carriage embarked for

Conftance, paying feven Rhine guilders for our paf-

iage. The dilUnce is coniputed at four leagues, but
•

;-;,. .

' may
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may be performed, with a fair wind, in two hours.

In five hours after our departure from Conftance, we
reached Lindau, though the diftance is about fix Ger-

man miles ; but all are not favoured with fo quick a

paflage, fome having been eight days in performinc^

it. The whole length of the lake of Boden, which
reaches to Bregentz, is about eighteen leagues, and

twenty-two from Schaffhaufen to Bregentz.

Befide the fifli ufual in thefe parts, there is found

near Lindau and Bregentz, a kind of falmon-trouts

called Gangfifchie, which, when full grown, are

pickled, and exported as a great rarity. When ar-

rived at their full growth they are called Rheinlanken,

Innlanken, or Rheinlacher, that is, Rhine falmon;

they are near two ells in length, and weigh from thirty

to forty pounds. As it is not always polfible to find

a good market for fifh of fo large a fize, the fifher-

men fallen a imall piece of wood to the end of a line,

which theypafs through the gills of the fifh, faflening

the other end of it to a flake on the fhore near their

hutsi by which means the fifh has the liberty of

fwimming thirty or forty paces, and the fifhermen in

no danger of lofing it. In this manner it is kept till

an opportunity offers of felling it to advantage.

I have feen, between Conftance and Lindau, an in-

credible number of chafers, fome fingle, others in

large heaps, confifting of many thoufands, floating

dead on the lake ; but whether they were driven thi-

ther, or had attempted to fly over it, is uncertain j

but, be that as it will, there they expired.

The palTage from Zell to the ifland of Reichneau,

fituated in the middle of the lower lake, is generally

performed in half an hour. This ifland is not impro-

perly called Reiche Au, or Augia Dives, the rich

ifland, from its fertility, and the richnefs of the abbey

built there. The ifland is about a league and a halt*

long, and a league broad •, and muft not be con-

founded with Augia Minor, for that is not the ifland

Meinau, in the lake of Boderi, ;is fome have prc-

; ' tended,
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tended, but the cloyfter and abbey of Weiflenau,

near Ratifoon.

The abbey of Reichenau is a noble ftrufture ; buc

wha|has rendered it particularly remarkable is a large

emeralB, prefented by Charles the Fat. It is not eafy

now to procure a fight of this famous gem, an at-

tempt having been made about four years ago, to rob

the abbey -, fmce which the prior, for the greater fe-

curity of this valuable ftone, conceals it even from

the greateft part of the brethren themfelves. We
waited a confiderable time before this gem was

brought into the prior's chamber, where we faw it;

and the prior alTur^d us, that it would not be remov-

ed til! night, and then by himfelf only ; adding thr.t,

in order to prevent a furprize, it was not always kept

in the fame place. It is contained in a red wooden
frame, Ibmething larger than a folio book, and weighs
twenty-eight pounds and three quarters. They have

been oftered fix thoufand five hundred and fifty

pounds fterling per pound for it, by feveraljev/ellers;

it is two inches thick, three fpans and a half long,

and a Ipan and a. half broad. On its furface are

fcratched the initial letters of feveral names ; but no-

thing of that kind is now permitted to be done.

In this church is interred the body of the above li-

beral emperor Charles the Fat, once fo great and
powerful, but afterward abandoned by all -, fo that

he lived in the greateft indigence, and died, or, ac-

cording to fome, was murdered by his fervants in the

year 888, at Neidingen, on the Danube.

The monks of this abbey pretended to Ihew one
of the water-pots ufed at the marriage of Cana of

Galilee : in the cathedral of Bambergj are two of the

fame kind, and another at Hilderfham-, others arc

Ihewn at St. Denis, Angers, Quedlinburg, ?*nd above
twenty other different places. Six or eight of them,
all of a different fize, colour, and fhape, I have my-
felf feen. It is abundantly evident that the fmall

ones, with a narrow neck, could never have been ufed

5 ,

' by
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by the Jews in their purifications, which was done by
plunging the arms up to the elbow in the water j but

in thefe pots, this is impoflible.

Conftance, called by the inhabitants of the ^jijacent

country, Cofchftintz, is a pretty largjC city, and to.

ward iJndau, makes an elegant appearance. The
burghers of Conftance are fuppofed not to exceed

five hundred and fifty, whereas thofe of Lindau
amount at leaft io between fix and feven hundred.

The pulpit in the cathedral is fupported by a ftatue

of John Hus, who was here condemned to be burnt.

The placing his ftatue in this manner was intended as

a mark of infamy, but it feems more naturally to im*

ply an honourable diftinftion. This is in fome degred

fimilar to a piece of luperftition current among the vul-

gar, namely, that the very place where John Hus was

burnt, ftill bears the evident marks of divine difplea-

fure, as no grafs will grow upon it. Our guide, who
was a fubilantial citizenj but a profeflbr of thcRomifh

religion, was fo fully convinced of the truth of this

legendary tale, that he even aflerted it at the very

time we were walking on the place j notwithftanding

its beautiful verdure, at this feafon, has procured it

the pleafing name of paradife; fo that ocular demon-

ftratipn was not wanting, had we thought proper to

have oppofed him. It is not indeed impofiible but

he might have refufed a decifion of the fenfes, as thofe

of his profeflion have rejc6led their teitimony with

regard to an article of much greater importance, in

their difputes with proteftants.

Conftance was formerly a free imperial city, but the

tumults on account of religion, and the iterim in the

year 1551, obliged it to fubmit to the houfe of Au-
ftria; fo that the bifliop*s refidence is at Merfpurg,

on the other fide of the lake, his power here being

very inconfidcrable.

A pafl[age-boat, which they call Ledi, goes from

Conftance to l-indau every Tuefday, but I did not

chufe to wait for it. Lindau, and its adjacent tcrrito-"

V-' : ries.
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rics, merit the elegant map made thereof by John

Andrew Rauken. The town itfelf is fituatcd in the

lake of Boden, and thence termed the Venice of

Swabia. It is joined to the continent by a bridge of

two hundred and ninety paces in length. The Hei-

denmaure, or pagan wall, is faid to be a work of the

Romans, and on that account, but no other, merits-

obfervation.

An odd cuftom prevails in the villages of the foreft

of Bregentz, which is fituated in the neighbourhood

of Lindau, that the unmarilSd fons or fervants of the

peafants are permitted to have carnal knowlege of a

girl i
but, if fhe proves with child, they are obliged^

under the moft fevere penalties, to marry her. They
call this fpecies of gallantry fuegen, confider it as very '

innocent, and are fo bigoted to it, that an open infur-

redion was like to have been the confequence of an

attempt made, a few years ago, by the government to

put a ftop to fuch a fcandalous pradice-, nor is the

difpute yet determined. An old grey-headed pea-

fants at a meeting on this important occafion, rofe

u^ and feconded the profecution of this affair, in the

following remarkable fpeech :
" My grandfather

" fueged, my father fueged, 1 fueged, and therefore

" my fon, and all his fuccelTors, Ihall do the fame." •

The country in general between Lindau and '

Tirol, is but indifferent; great part of it is mountai-.'

nous, and covered with woods, and the roads, efpe-

:

cially between Kempten and Kemptenwald, remark-

ably bad : this is in a great meafure owing to the

perverfe humour of fome travellers, who will make
ufe of their own carriages; whence the ruts become
too narrow, and confequently very inconvenient and
troublefome to others.

The Tirolefe chain of mountains begins about a

quarter of a league beyond'^ FufTen. The paflports

with which all travellers are obliged to be provided,

are figned at the Kniepafs, and as foon as they arrive

at Reuten, a fmall town in the valley, thefe palles

muft
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muft be delivered to the commanding officer, who irf

return figns a certificate j none being permitted to

pafs through the Ehrenburgherclaule, without fuch

certificate. The fame precaution is obferved at the

other paflcs into this country, by which means the

governor of Infpruck is informed of every perfon who
vifits his province in twenty-four hours after their

arrival. This country is entirely furrounded with a

continued chain of mountains, and the paflcs are fo

far from being; eafy, that you are often at a lofs to

diftinguifh them; and when, after ma^ny turnings and

v;indings, you have difcovered a paflage, you will

find it well defended by forts. Mr. Forftener the

privy councellor, in the year 1712, was aflured by

Charles Philip, eleftor palatine, at that time gover-

nor of this country, that feven thoufand men were

fufficient to defend the whole province againft any

number of enemies. It is one of the moft profitable

countries to the emperor of all his dominionSj fo that

Maximilian I. did not without reafon compare it to a

peafant's frock, which was at the fame time very

coarfe and very warm.
The filvcr, and other mines in Tirol, are now al-

moft exhaufted; but in its mountains are found many
kind of precious ftones. The country abounds in

fait, but no vines are found in the central parts. A
traveller at his entering this province from Germany

is amazed when he obferves the lofty mountains,

which from Ulminfter, are, even in the month of

July, covered with fnow. It is not at all uncommon,
cfpecially before noon, to fee the middle of the moun-
tain involved in heavy clouds, while the parts above

it are entirely clear almoftto the fummit, which is alfo

involved in clouds. The fummits of thefe moun-
tains, are in general no more than rocky precipices;

nor are there any trees of confequence on the lower

parts, a few dwarf pines and fhrubs being the chief

production.

Tirol,
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Tirol, as well as Saltzburg, produce the Chamoife

goat. Thefe creatures during the fummer are not

molcfted, their flefh not then being in feafon. The
huncfmen, in order to follow this fwift creature

among the rocks and precipices, have a kind of fmall

iron hooks fattened to their fhoes, and fometimes to

their hands. There is often a kind pf (lone found in

the ftomach of thefe animals, refembling the bezoar,

and which, • in this country, are fold from three to

ten guilders.

The Tirol peafants, efpecially the meaner fort,"

make almoft as defpicable an appearance, as thofe

people we call gypfies ; both fexes wear hats of all

colours. But notwithftanding thefe marks of po-

verty, they are very zealous with regard to religion,

and preferve the warmell affeflion for their fove-

reign, of which they gave convincing proofs at the

beginning of the prefent century againft the duke of

Bavaria. Their houfes, barns, and ftables, when
compared with thofe of other countries, are very

mean, the covering being only boards placed horizon-

tally, with no other fattening than heavy ttones laid

upon them.

There are fix ftages between Fuffen and Infpnick;'

but which may be performed in one day. The roads

are very good, and in feveral parts a commodious
paflfage is cut, at a prodigious expence» through the

rocks. The road runs along the fide of the moun-
tain, and nearly at an equal diitance from the top and
bottom of it. The paflfage is however very fafe, be-

ing inclofcd with wooden rails, fupported at proper

diftances with ftone potts •, and in fome places, that

carriages may not mifs the road, nor horfes ftart at

the fight of the precipice, a wall of an adequate

height, is erected along the fide of the road. This
way reaches to the old cattle of Wernftein, whofc
fituation is extremely romantic. On the right fide of
the way, near a cuttom-houfe belonging to this

Vol. IV. Q^ cattle,
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caftle, is a natural cafcade, beautiful but fmall, the

water of which is conveyed through a wooden pipe

into a ftatue of our bleflfed Saviour, and iifues out

again with great impetuofity and noife through an

aperture in his fide.

During the laft ftage you pafs through the fmall

town of Zurl, fituatcd a long league from Infpruck,

and immediately after you come to the rock, fcparat-

ed only by the road from the river Inn, on which

Maximilian I. climbed to fuch a height in his eager

purfuit of a chamoife, that nothing lefs was requifite

to deliver him from his imminent danger, than the

prcfence of an angel. And there is ftill preferved in

the caftle of Ambras, the Oflenforium, in which,

if wc will believe tradition, a confecrated hoft ap-

peared to him at a diftance, to his inexpreflible joy,

as an earnefl: of the afliftance of heaven. A woo-

den crofs forty feet high, and near it two ftatues,

as big as life, of St. John and the holy Virgin, are

placed on the very fpot where the emperor is faid to

have ftood, which is a nic! e in the mountain of Zurl,

called alfo from its almoft perpendicular fteepncfs, St.

Martin's wall *, at fuch a height that the crofs appears

to a fpedtator, at the foot of the mountain, not to ex-

ceed two feet. The afcent is however, fince the erec-

tion of this monument, rendered fomething eafier,

and though little lefs than two hundred feet Irom the

plain below, the country boys very readily climb

along the fides of the rocks into this cavity. Pfinz-

ing's account of this miraculous affair is no more than

this, that the emperor in hunting a chamoife near In-

fpruck, was in vei-y great danger; for having climbed

the rock to a vaft height, the (hank, together with

all the nails, except one of his foot-irons, ufed in

hunting, thefe creatures, had given way; but the

one that remained, though much bent, ftill held, by
>vhich means he was preferved. Heinfius adds, that

he was faved by the peafants, who let him down by

ropes.
- ' Inipruck
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Infprutk is an elegant city ; the ftreets are well

^aved, and the palaces, after the Italian manner,

grand and flat-roofed. The Jefuits college, and the

Francifcan monafteries form feveral ftreets. The go-

vernor's palace, and the town-hall, are elegant build-

ings. The labours of Hercules are finely painted in

frefco, in the hall of the palace i in the garden are

grand falloons for aflemblies, and an equeftrian ftatue

of duke Ferdinand, which, notwithftanding it is

wholly brafs, and consequently of a prodigious weight,

refts entirely on the hind feet of the horie. Over the

balcony in the chancery, is the famous golden roof^

it confifts of copper-plates, overlaid with gold, and

is laid to have coft near two hundred thoufand dol-

lars. The country people are perfuaded that the

copper is now, by its long cohefion with the gold,

ablblutely tranfmuced into that metal.

My cUriortty was gjfatified in viewing the caftle of

Ambras, fituated half a league from hence. In this

feat belonging to the archduke, are to be feen great

numbers of curloHties, coUeded at a prodigious ex-

pence, by the former proprietors of this country,

particularly by the archduke Ferdinand. There is to

be feen a large quantity of armour for tournaments,

part for mere parade, part for ule and fervice •, fome
for difmounting an antagonift from his faddle, and
others for aftual execution and real combat •, to each

armour is annexed the effigy of the perfonage who
wore it, together with his name, titles, and other ad-

ditions.

Several of the fuits of armour which belonged to

the archduke of Auftria have a kind of iron (hoes or

cafes, fet with very long fpikes or points. It is pro-

bable that the champion drove thefe points into his

antagonifl:*s horfe, and immediately afterwards drew
tack his foot z but it is evident, from a variety of

inftances in the hiftory of the middle ages, that

flioes furnilhed vi(ith long prongs were commonly
'Worn, and for that reafon called " calcei lunafi, cor-
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*' nuiiy roflrati" &c. Some of thcfe fpikes were an

ell long i To that they were obliged to rcftrain this

enormous luxury by particular laws^ The like fafhion

I have obferved not only in fome antique German fta-

tues, but likewlle in various pieces of tapeftry in the

palace at Bruflels, made in the time of Philip duke
of Burgundy, furnamed the Good. In fome places

this foolilh oftentation was carried to a ftill greater

height, by faftening little bells to thefe fpikes. This

pradice will, however, appear the lefs abfurd and ri-

diculous, when it is remembered, that the illuftrious

perfons of that age ufed to wear fuch bells about

their clothes, in order to give notice of their ap-

proach. Of this the ftone llatues of feveral dukes

and duchefles of Brunfwick, which are to be feen in

the Autorfhofe at Brunfwick, together with the pic-

tures of thofe princes that are in the town-houfe of

Lunenburg, are fufficient proofs.

Againft the wall (lands a wooden ftatue of one

Aymon, a volunteer in the guards of the archduke

Ferdinand, who was eleven feet high, but died at

about forty years ofage. The famous imperial minif-

ter baron Bentenrieder, who likewife did not attain

to a great age, was eight feet and eight inches high.

As he was travelling this way fome years ago, he

meafured himfelf with this wooden coloflus, whereby

it appeared, that he hardly reached to Aymon's arm-

pits. At his fide ftands the wooden ftatue of a

dwarf, who lived at the fame time in the archduke's

court, and was only three fpans high. As the dimi-

nutive figure of the dwarf was often the fubjeft of

Aymon's laughter, the former privately requefted the

duke to drop his glove at table, and order Aymcn
to take it up : in the mean time the dwarf placed

himfelf under the archduke's chair, and as Aymon
ftooped to take up the glove, he gave him a blow

on the face, to the great diverfion of the whole

court. Here alfo is to be feen a fluffed horfe, which,

in the time of archduke Sigifmund, from a fudden

fright,
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fright, leaped fixteen paces, at a place near the vil-

lage of Ambras; in memory of which two ftones are

erefted : the a(5tion however proved fatal to both tha-

horfe and his rider. In a box here is kept a piece of

the halter with which Judas hanged himfelf; and near

it is a certificate in the hand-writing of one Schertch,

importing, that at the facking of Rome under Charles

duke of Bourbon, this was obtained, and that the

remaining part he made a prefent of to his own fa-

mily at Mauren in the dutchy of Wirtemberg. I

had here an opportunity of making particular obfer-

vations on the behaviour of fome Roman catholics,

with regard to relics : the keeper of the palace, en-

trufted with the care of all the curiofities, on perceiv-

ing that catholics of the mean fort are mixed with

the company, in order to fee every thing remark-

able, only fays at opening the box, that here is

preferved & rope which had been ufed at Ch rift's

fufFerings ; which words are no fooner uttered, than

the zealous catholics immediately kifs the rope with

the higheft reverence and devotion ; but this is fcarce

over, when the keeper purfues his narrative, and ex-

plains by whom, and for what purpofe this rope was
ufed; upon which the whole affair ends, with the

company's laughing at thofc zealots, who had fo rea-

dily employed their devotion on a miftaken objeft.

The clofets of the upper gallery contain the moft

valuable curiofities, among which they (hew the horfe-

tail of the grand vizier, who in 1683 commanded at

the fiegc of Vienna j and fome confecrated caps and
daggers which were ufually fent by the pope to fove-

reign princes or celebrated commanders. Bcfide

which, there are feveral clofets enriched with antiqui-

ties, paintings, medals, relics, and variety of natural

and artificial curiofities.

Young gentlemen who have acquired a fufficient

flock of fcience for travelling, cannot fail of reaping

great advantage from the furvey of fine mufaeums
Orwell regulated cabinets of rarities: whence a great

CL 3 tleal
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deal of light is thrown upon the knowlcgc of medalsij

natural and political hiftory, mechanics, mathematics

and antiquities •, and it were to be wiflied that perfons

properly qualified could always be found for fuperin-

tendants of fuch valuable cujiofities, for not only a

great deal of patience is reciuifiic, but likcwife the

neccflary knowiege of the things committed to their

charge, for the better information of others.

The diftancc of Ambras from Infpruck is indeed

fome inconvenience to the gratifying the cvnoiity of

travellers. Ambras was formerly the proper refidence

of the officers of the palace, it being a delightful

place, and enjoying the moft beautiful profpedt in all

Tirol, extended from Infpruck as far as Hall in the

lower Inthal, both which fine countries want no deco-

rations except that of vines. But for fome time part

the jiir about Ambras has been very unhealthful,

cfpecially during the night, whence various feverifli

diforders and fluxes are produced. The reafon afpgn-

cd for it is this : the imperial exchequer had formerly

a large lake, lying between Ambrfis an^ Infpruck,

appropriate^ for the breeding of fifh, but by an ill-

timed parfimony, the lake is choaked up with mud,

and is at prefent hp better than a- morafs, the noxious

Cidialations of which extend over the neighbouring

parts. Upon a reprefentation of this, the prefent

keeper of the palace is permitted to refidc with hi§

family at Infpruck. A regulation has a]fo lately

been m;ide with regard to th? fees for viewing the

curiofities ; to the keeper two ducats ^t leaft, to the

under-iervjints, who open the door and clofets, two

guilders, and one to the two foldiers who attend the

company through every apartment.

Hall, a pleafant town of Inthall, is fituated at about

three quarters of a mile from Infpruck> and is re-

markable for its mint, where an hundred and fifty

dollars are ftampcd in a minute ; the engine, which

ccnfifts of two Heel cylinders, of foUers, being turn-

ed by water, One of thofe cylinders are covered

with
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with the dies for one fide of a dollar, and the other

v/ith an equal number of the dies for the other fide

of the coin. The gold and filver plat4, after being
prepared of a proper thicknefs, are applied to theS
cylinders, and driven through betwixt them by their

motion. The violent preflure of thefe cylinders not

only ftrikes a clear impreflion on both fides of the

piece, but alfo cuts them intirely from the plate, fo

that they fall of themfelves as they come out from be-

tween the cylinders. This machine requires only one

man to attend it.

About a large league diflant from this town are

very lofty mountains, in which are fait mines, that

have been worked for above an hundred years. The
fait is dug out of capacious fubterranean pits, in

large malTes, refembling alum, but of feveral co*

lours : it is mixed with dirt, and other heterogeneous

fubftances, which renders its tafte lefs pungent than

that of pure Tait. It is carried from the mines to

pits, filled with frefh water, where it is diflblved, and
the brine conveyed, by wooden pipes, tor Hall, at

which place it is boiled in iron pans, into white ialt.

The neat annual produce of the fait to the imperial

chamber is nearly two hundred thoufand rix-doUars,

notwithftanding thd mines and boiling employ near a

thoufand hands.

The imperial mine at Schwatz is fituated about a

quarter of a league beyond Hall. There are nine

hundred labourers in the mine, and the whole num-
ber of perfons, great and fmall, belonging to it, is

little (hort of two thoufand. The ore, however, is

far from being equal in readinefs to what it was for-

merly. In proportion as the mine was extended, the

earth over it was fupported by wooden props •, but as

thefe are very fubjed: to decay, they now eredt ftone

pillars in their ftead, which is certainly an excellent

method. Thofe who vifit the parts of this mine that

lie very deep, are conveniently carried along the level

paffages in fmall carriages. It is computed, that forty

pound? of copper are produced to every mark of

Q. 4 filvcr
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filver. Few naturalifts vifit this mine without carry-

ing away with them fomc of thi flowers of iron and

copper i the Matter are remarkably beautiful, refcm-

bling large flakes of fnow on an emerald ground.

1 here is, at fome miles diftant from Schawtz, in

a mountainous part of the country, where ice conti-

nues all the year, a copper mine belonging to the

lords of Sternbach. The metal produced by this

mine is naturally fo foft and malleable as to be ufed

ill the lace manufacture at Lyons j but may be harden-

ed at pleafure.

l^hc poorer fort of inhabitants of Tirol find very

little employment at home, except in the mines and

fait works-, and being, like the inhabitants of other

mountainous places, very prolific, are obliged to leek

for bread in other countries-, on which account it is a

common practice among thofe who fend their chil-

dren abroad young, to prick fome image on their

arm with a needle, or the point of a knife-, which

punftures being rubbed over with a particular kind

of black ink, the image never wears out, but many

years after proves the means of dii'covering their

family.

The pcrfecuted Walder.fes found a fecure retreat in

the defarts of the Tyrolefe mountains toward Trent,

and thofe of Saltzburg. In thefe defolate valleys the

unhappy Waldenfes pitched their habitations, and

propagated a fyllem of religion, which, in many
points, agrees with that of the proteftants. But one

of ihefe vallies lying in the diocefe of the bifliop of

Brixen, bis fiery zeal obliged thofe indigent people,

whofe religion had hitherto remained a fecret, to

abandon tneir habitations in the year 1 68 1 , and dif-

perfe themfelves among the proteftant flates of Ger-

jnany. And in 1688 the inhabitants of the vailey of

Tefferecker underwent the fame fate.

The Bavarian ialt-works are at Reichenhall, be-

tween Uncken and Saltfl^urg -, and the falt-fpring is

fo very confiderable, that notwithftanding the great

quantity
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quantity of falt-watcr ufcd here, befide that conveyed

over the mountains to Traunftcin, a great deal is fuf-

fered to run to waftc. A ftream of frclh water iflues

from the rock near the falt-fpring -, this current of
fre(h water is of great ufe, as it turns the wheels of
their water-engines j but as both thofe fprings are fur-

rounded by mountains, the place was often in danger

of btiing overflowed by the conflux of thefe waters

;

to prevent which, ^n aquedudt was, about three hun-
dred years ago, conftrufted at a prodigious cxpencc.

It is indeed a furprifingwork, the waters being con-

veyed in a channel half a league in length, under

the town of Reichenhall, and under fcveral flelds and
gardens, twelve fathoms below the furface of the

ground. At the end of this channel the waters break

out with great impetuofity, into open day. Boats

pafs through this canal in about a quarter or an hour;

but there is a neceflity for lighted candles, the mo-
tion being fo rapid, that a great deal of care is requi-

fite in guiding the boat. The general depth of the

water is between four and five feet, but it is often fo

much augmented by rains, that there is fcarce room
for the paflengers to fit upright in the boat. This
canal is five feet in breadth, and the bottom of it is,

every eight or ten years, cleared from (lones, which
either the floods have carried thither, or have been
thrown down through the openings, or apertures

built in the form of towers, and through which you
may, from the walls of the city, fpeak to thofe who
are pafllng in a boat through the aqueduft. The roof

or arch which covers the aqueduft, is built of frce-

ftone, and coated over with a very hard fpecies of
rofm, fo that it appears like one intire folid piece, and
feems to promife to continue till the end of time.

You defcend to this fubterraneous canal by a flight

of ftairs near the fait fpring, the fuperfluous water of
which runs near fifty paces before it joins the flream
of frefti water. The whole aquatic tribe avoid the

fait ftrcajn before it mixes with the frefh 5 but after

the
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the two ftreams arc united, and the water, by that

means, only brackifh, it abounds with very fine

trour, and fevcral other forts of fi(h.

The fak of Reichenhall and Traunftein in Bavaria,,

though not fo pure and white as that of Hall in Swa-

bia or of Saltfburg, is much cheaper and very ftrong.

The inhabitants of Saltfburg have anciendy entered

into feveral contracts with the Bavarians, by virtue of

which they arc to furnilh each other at a fettled price j

the former with fait, and the latter with corn : other-

wife Saltfburg would often be in want of a market for

its fait -y as Auftria on the one fide, and Bavaria on

the other, might prohibit the exportation of it. Not-

withftanding this, the ele<ftor of Bavaria has a very

good price tor the Saltfburg falt^ the annual revenue

of which amounts tp fome tons of gold. This fait

\s not cbnfumed wholly by his own fubjefts, large

quantities are fent abroad into France, Swabia, Bo-

hemia, Switzerland up die Rhine, and Italy. Ra-

tifbon may be confidered as a magazine for fait, from

whpncc this necelTaTy commodity is forwarded, by

means of a little river, to Amberg and the upper

Palatinate, and by the Danube to (he countries ad-

jacent.

Saltfburg is a very fine city, the houfes in general

being five flories high *, but the flreets are narrow,

paved after the old fafhion. One part of the city is

fituated on a fleep rock, whence the fmall houfes on

the bank of the river Saltz appear to be faflened to

thofe on the rock, in the form of martins nefls.

In the area of the palace, oppofite the new apart-

ments, is a fountain, eftecmed the largefl and grandeft

in all Germany. All the flatues are of white marble,

but in the grotefque tafle. The circumference of the

refervoir, exclufive of the fleps, is one hundred and

fcven feet. The water fpouts from the mouths and

noflrils of four large horfes, but not in fuch large

quantities as iTom the flatues placed above them. The
whole is above fqtty feet high, and from the top a

^ column
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colurnn ofwater, fevcral inches in diameter, is pro-?

jcfted to the hcighth of eighteen feet. i

The palace is magniBcent, containing a great var

ricty or elegant pictures, tables of inlaid marble,

grand fl"Oves of all colours, and adorned with ftatues.'

The tapedries, (hough nothing extraordinary, age

having deprived them of their beauty, are valuable

on account of the gold and filver. Near the palace,

on a high mountain, ftands the citadel.

The ftabies form three very long and lofty divi-

fions, arched ; the mangers, qut of which the horfes^

being one hundred and fifty, eat, are of white marine.

A ftream of water is twice a week turned through

the flails on both lides, by which means all the filth

is carried away. Before thefe ftables Is a pond for

watering the horfes, ninety-three feet long, in the

center of which ftands a large marble flatue of a

horfe, the water flowing from his mouth.

A covered bridge leads you from the lower part of
the city to the archbifhop's palace of Mirabella, the

middle part of whofe capital -fide is formed by an ele-

gant chapel. Fronting it is mount ParnafTus, having

at the top a Pegafus of brafs ; but the water falls from
this mount in cafcades, as in a wildernefs. The grand
flair-cafe of the palace is of white marble, and finely

painted. The great hall is adorned with exquifite

landfcapes, elegant fifh-pieces, and other paintings.

The floors are inlaid v/ith red and white marble, like

thofe in the city palace. The tapeflry and other fur-

niture are, in general, red, embroidered with gold
and filver. The garden is very beautiful, being laid

out within the fortification, in an elegant man-
per.

The city of Saltfburg is fortified with eleven baf

•

tions. The troops of th'e archbifhop amount to about
a thoufand men, whofe common uniform is white,

faced with red; but fometimes plain brown only.

The life-guard and other officers are drefTed in

(ilack, with red fecings, and laced with gold.

Klefhcim
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Klodieim is another palace belonging to the arch-

bilhpp, and is fituated three quarters of a league

from the city : and about a quarter of a league from

Saltiburg is another feat belonging to the archbilhop,

called Helburn. The edifice itfelf has nothing re-

markable i but here are a great number of fprings in

this garden, and over one of them the ftatue of a

mpnfter, having a cock's comb, and eagle*s feet,

but in every other particular refembles a favage, or

wild man. Under this (latue is the following in-

fcription:
*' The original of this monftrous figure called a

foreft-devil, was caught by, the hunters near Ha-
venlburg, when Matthew Lang was cardinal and

archbilhop i the (kin of this monfter was yellowilh,

had all the marks of a favage difpofition, but never
** looked on any one, endeavouring to conceal him-
*' felf in comers •, his face refembled that of a man,

with a beard-, his feet thofe of an eagle, with

lion's claws ; he had a tail like a dog, and on his

head grew a large comb like that of a cock : he
** would never, either by gentle or violent methods,
•• be prevailed upon either to eat or drink, fo that

•• he loon died with hunger."

There are, in the menagery, fome cranes, and a

pelican, which is in reality only a fpecies of bittern,

having at his throat a large bag, in which he can de-

pofit a large quantity of provifions. Befide thefe

there are rock-eagles, lynxes, and two beavers, which

have a young one -, they live in the water, and are

fed with the barks of trees, and fmall fifh.

I was fo fortunate as to arrive at Munich foon

enough to be a fpeftator at the celebration of Corpus

Chrifti feftival. The proceffion confifted of many
thoufand perfons, and continued a full hour and a half

before the iaft paffed by. Deputies from all the handi-

(:raft trades attended, having rich flags carried before

them. The fame thing was alfo done by the religious

fraternities, not a member being abfent at the folem-

nity. Children richly drcflcd exhibited the moft

a remarkable

M
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remarkable religious hiftories, in a great number of

triumphal chariots. St. George and St. Maurice in

Homan habits rode before their refpeftive fraternities,

among whom were many of the principal courtiers. A
young lady drefled in a Roman habit reprefented St.

Margaret, behind her a large dragon, in which two
men were inclofed to give the figure its neceflary mo-
tions. The four mendicant orders preceded the facrtd

hoft, which was carried under a rich canopy ; and im-'

mediately after followed the eleftor, with his confort

en his left hand, both carrying in their hands a light-

ed taper. Next to the eledtrefs came her mafter of

the houfhold, who was followed by fome court ladies,

aaJ after thefe tho whole court. The proceflion was

incljfed by the foldiers, burghers, and peafants ; and
during the time the proceflion flopped for the clergy

to give their benediction to the people, which was

done at four different places, eight pieces of cannon

were fired from the fortifications.

The ftreets through which the proceflion paflcd

• f^ hoarded, and in many places fttewed with herbs

jwers; but as it was continued along theai '

t o

Faufle-braye and round the city on the infide of the

walls, the exceflive heat of the fun muft have made it

very uneafy to the prince and his confort, as well as

to the quality in general. The ladies of the court were

dreflfed in the Spanilh manner-, but tfieir complexions

are greatly impaired from conftantly attending the

electors proceffions, parties of pleafure and hunting-

matches, in exceflive heat and cold, in rain, wind

and funOiine. The eleftrefs is remarkably fond of

her hufband, and generally in his company. She eats

and plays with him, accompanies him to the ftables,

(hoots excellently either at a mark or the game, and
it is not uncommon for her in hunting to be up to

the knees in a morafs. If her coachman can by any

means bring her in at the death of a flag, he is fure

or receiving a piece of gold to the value of feven

guilders and- a half. But endeavouring to do this a
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few weeks ago he overturned her twice in one morn*
ing; but hereledloral highnefs nci only gave him tlic

cuftomary gratuity, but likewife procured his pardon
from the eledor, which he the lefs deferved, as the

eleftorefs was then well known to be pretty far ad-

vanced in her pregnancy. In hunting fhe wears a

green coat and a little white wig, the drcf^ in whicfj

me made her firft appearance in this country, and in

\vhich her picture is drawn at Klefheim. She is ex-

ceflively fond of dogs, as may be more efpecially

obferved from the fcarlct damaflc tapeftry and the

beds at Nymphenburg. The fmall EnglilTi grey-

hounds are her greateft favourites at prefent; of

vrhich great numbers (land round her table, and one

on each fide of her highnefs fnatching at every thing

within their reach. The eleftor has alfo a vaft many
hounds, which was fo much his father's tafte, that

even when affair^ obliged him to retire into France,

he kept the fiiieft pack of hounds in that kingdom.

liOuis the XlVth, obferving a favourite bitch belong-

ing to the eledlor, laid jeftirigly to baron Freyburg,

the eledtor's great huntfman, " I have been told,

*' that your bitch often lofes fcent of the game."

To which the baron, with fome warmth^ replied,

.*' How ! She's as fure as the gofpel."

At prefent the eleftor has only a few regulaf

troops i but can in a fmall time bring into the field

a powerful army raifed in his own dominions.

The trade in corn, beech maft, white beer and

fait, produce confiderable fums. At Munich from

fpring till the beginning of June they brew a fort of

white beer, called Ambock, which is very (Irong,

and in tade refembles the fine Englifh ale, but will

not keep fo well. The monopoly of this liquor pro-

duces above a million of guilders yearly.

The electoral palace at Munich confiAs of four

courts: that called the prince's, which is adorni(d

with great numbers of brals Hatues, and another

termed the emperor's^ are the mod beautiful : the

conflruflioa
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conftrudlion of the latter is adapted to exhibit the

combats of wild beads. But the largefl is that called

the kitchen-court; in which a very fplendid tourna-

ment was held at the eledlor's marriage. The old

fquare is reckoned the meaneft of the four, though

far from being inelegant.

By permiflion from his ferene eleftoral highnels,

his firft gentleman of the bedchamber, Mr. du Lac#

ihews the mufaeum, which was indeed before the la[t

unhappy commotions and difturbances in Bavaria,

much richer than at prefent, though few in Europe
can even now be faid to equal it.

On the left hand, near the door of the old part of

the palace, lies a large black ftone, and fome German
verfes on the wall near it, importing, that in 1409,
duke Chriftopher of Bavaria took up this large Hone
weighing three hundred and forty pounds, and threw

it to fome diftance. About a year ago a Bavarian

country girl raifed this ftone about a hand's height

from the ground. Near the fame door are alfo three

iron nails driven into the wall with German lines de-

noting that the firft of thefe nails, which is twelve feet

from the ground, fhows the leap of duke Chrifto^

pher; the fecond, which is ten feet and a half, was
reached by Zundritt ; the third, which is nine feet

and a half, indicates Philip Springer's activity.

King Guftavus Adolphus was fo charmed with the

beauty of the city of Munich, that he faid he wapted
only rollers to remove it to fome other place, well

knowing it would be impolTible to keep pofTeflion of
this country. But had it been the fortune of this

prince to have feen the city in its prefent conditioif;

its ftraight broad flreets adorned with many ftately

ftrudures, both churches and palaces equalled by
few cities in Europe, muft have rendered this capit4
ftill more charming, in his opinion. *

With regard to the ecclefiaftical buildings, the
^

churches of St. Anne and the Theatine arc worth
'
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feeing, on account of their ftucco-work. In the laft

on the left hand ftands a holy fepulchre ; and on the

right a fcala fanfta, confiding of twenty-eight fteps,

the fame as at Rome. No perfon is permitted to

touch them with his feet, thofe who afcend them
muft do it on their knees, faying on each a cenain

number of Pater Nofters and Ave Marias. This muft
be extremely painful to thofe whom I obferved

afcending with extended arms and the moft intenfe

devotion, as they cannot perform it in Icfs than half

an hour. Before I faw this religious exercife, I was

at a lofs to underftand what the beggar boys meant,

by promifing, that for a few pfennings or farthings,

they would fay the Pater Nofter for the welfare of

their benefaftors with their arms fully extended.

The church of our Lady is decorated with two

large towers, and in it is the magnificent monument
of the emperor Lewis of Bavaria, confiding of black

marble, adorned with fix large, befide feveral fmall

ftatues of brafs. At a little difi:ance from one of the

doors is a ftone with a mark upon it, from whence a

fpeftator cannot, by reaibn of the great number of

pillafs, fee a fingle window in the church. But it

muft be owned, that this ftrufture cannot boaftof

being the moft illuminated in Europe-, and it is

furely of greater advantage to a church that a great

number of windows may be fccn, than for every one

of them to be concealed.

The roof of the jefuits church is remarkably lofty,

and about thirty-three common paces in breadth. It

is generally confidered as a raih undertaking, but

much lefs fo than the new bridge v hich Sauli has

undertaken to build at Genoa. This college is large,

and the library well furniflicd with ancient books, but

very few modern. A gallery between feven and eight

feet in height runs quite round it, and renders the

books eafy to be confulted. In the college they (hew

one joint of St. Chriftopher's backbone ; but (hould

the creature to whofe body thia piece adually be-

longed



S L E I S H E I M. 341

longed appear, inftead of a benevolent faint, I am
penuaded we fhould fee fome frightful elephant or

whale.

In a houfe fituated near the Aug(burg gate, is

painted the ftory of a wheelwright, who about twenty

years ago laid a wager, that he made a wheel ac

Auglburgh in the morning and drove it to Munich
bcfbre ftin-fet, though thefe two places are nine miles

afundeir, and aiShially performed it.

The great refort of people to celebrate the feaft of

Corpus Chrifti, furnilhed me with an opportunity of

feeing the various dreflcs worn by the peafants of Ba-
varia i among others the women inhabiting the wilds

or forefls about eight leagues from Munich, engaged
my attention ; they wore broad felt hats or bonnets,

oh which was a fmall knob or prominence behind

near the neck, no bigger than a walnut. On holy-

days the fervant maids of the large inns at Munich,
wear round their necks a filver chain, confiding of
three rows; and their breafts are likewife laced with

two othe!r chains of the fame metal.

I obferved that it was a general cuftom here to place

before every houfe containing the corps t}f an unmar-
ried perfan, a large green garland on a bundle of

ftraw. The fame cuttom prevails alfo in fome places

of Brabant, bordering upon Holland ; and in Ove-
ryflel they hang a large lanthorn without a candle ac

the door c^ a ho\Jik in which there is a dead bodyr
The number of inhabitants at Munich is faid to be

forty thoufand.

The diftance between Munich and Sleilheim is

about three leagues, but you are feldom jnore thap an
hour and a half in performing the journey : the elec-

tor is buc half that time. For feveral miles round
Munich, the road is level, but the ioil gravelly*

The palace of Sleifheim has a very good entrance

;

both the pavement and rows of pillars are of red and
grey marble. The red marblp is produced in Bavaria,

but the green, feveral columns of whicli beautify the

Vol. iV. K <lair^
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flairs, is brought from Brixen. In the firft hall arcr

two large paintings, one reprefenting the raifing the

fiege of Vienna, and the other the battle of Hagaz.
Contiguous to it, in the vi6tory hall, are paintings of

the battles of Belgrade, Peil, and other places, where

the late eledor gained fo much honour, done by

Bruch, who is ftill living. The frefco paintings were

performed by Amadoni. The furniture of the bed-

chamber of the eledrefs is yellow damafk embroider-

ed with filver ; and at a fmall diftance from the bed

of her highnefs is a little tent and cufhion of the fame

tor a favourite dog. On one fide is a half length Je-

fus, crowned with thorns, made in Latour's loom,

but as natural and elegant as if it had been painted.

In another chamber is alfo a pidture of Penelope, with

her women, attentive at their work, performed in

1 503 by Abraham de Lele. In an apartment over it,

is a cabinet of ftucco-work, fo highly finiihed, as to

appear equal to the fineft marble. On the other fide

toward Munich is a grand gallery of pictures, the

largeft of which are hunting pieces by Rubens.

But the greateft coUedtion is in a particular apart-

ment, the walls of which are covered with fmall pic-

tures; though only the nobleft productions of that

find a place in this repofitory. The late eledlor, who
made this colledtion, pofTeffed a great variety of ex-

cellent pieces, having at one time purchafed in the

' Netherlands a quantity of pidures, to the value of

two millions of guilders. ,

The lower ftory is hung with elegant tapeftry of

filk, from Flanders and other places. There is alfo

here a table of call filver, and a mufical clock which

initates an organ; a ball within fide moves in very

different dirccftions as in a labyrinth, till it feems to

lofe itfelf; but immediately, like the power of a per-

petual motion, afcends to repeat its former courfe.

The bed-chamber of the elector is diredlly under

that of the eledtrefs, and has a communication with it

by a flight of ftairs. A fort of kennel for a dog is

^. ^ placed
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placed near the eledor's bed, and in a fine clofet adt
joining, .are the like for twelve others.

Behind the palace of Slei(heim is an elegant gar^

den. The middle walk has on each fide ?. canal, in

which are feveral fmall fountiins. The garden at

Sleiflieinl is entirely furrounded wi|h moats and rows
of trees.

The hunting-matches, held by the prefent eleflor's

grandfather, have afforded fubjedls for leveral capital

pieces preferved at Luftheim ; the perfons reprefentcd

in thefe pieces were all drawn from the life.

About a league from Munich^ on the other fide, is

iituated the palace of Nymphenburg •, which, though
inferior to Sleifheim in grandeur, greatly excels it as

a fummer's retreat, by its elegant gardens and water-

works;

The mail and bowlirig-greeri are on the fide of this

building fartheft from the palace, and contiguous to

the former Is the Pagodenburg^ whither the cleftor,

after violent exercifes at thefe games, retires to changcj

his linen and apparel. In this little Itrufture are fe-

veral fmall cabinets, refembling thofc of China, with
many other pieces adapted equally to ornament and
ufe.

Betweeri Pagodenburg and the palate, is a fmall

hermitage, fo naturally refembling a building in ruins,

that it cannot fail of attra6ting the admiration of the

fpeftator. It appears in fome places as if it had been
repaired with lime and flones •, the cracked walls and
bricks hardly hanging together in another part, feem
to threaten every moment to bury you under their

ruins. In fhort, art has here fo well imitated the ra*

vages of time, that one of our company, who had
never before vifited tiiis plape, allced our guide feri"

oufly, and by way of contempt, who was the archi-
~

ted of fo inelegant a Work ? To this place the late

eledor had fome thoughts of retiring, in order to em-
ploy his whole time in religious contemplations, with
no other attendants than his father eonfelTor and a

R a valet
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vakc dc chambre; but death prevented him frorrt

putting this defign in execution. There is in thia

ftnitfturc, which is fituated in a kind of defart, a large

grotto, containing a confecrated altarj on which are

placed two candlclticks and a crucifix, all three made
6uc of the horn «f an unicorn. The other apart-

ments arc deftitutc of any ornament, except a fmall

cblle6tion of religious books bound in the French

manner. The utenfils of both the kitchen and cellar,

are only a neat fort of earthen ware. The archbifhop

of Cologne confecrated the altar about a year ago, at

which ceremony the company made themfelves fo

merry that they broke a quantity of glaflcs to the

value of two hundred dollars.

Starcnberg, another eledoral palace, is fituated three

leagues ffom Munich; The court often retires hither

to enjoy a particular diverfioft called water- hunting,

whidi is performed in this manner • a ftag is forced

into a large lake in the neighbourhood, and purfued

by the dogs, the huntfrnen following him in boats,

and their highneffes in a fplendid barge, mounting

twenty-four brals guns. There is a large piece of

painting at Nymphcftburg reprcfcrvting this kind of

hunting*
* Here alfo^ she cx)urt is imufed- with hunting the he-

ron i and a cuftom has long prevailed at the conclu-

iion of it every year, to fct at liberty a heron which

has been fortunate enough to 1^ taken alive; putting

on its leg a filver ring, on which is engraved the

name of the reigning eleiftor. Left fpriiig they took

one of thefe birds a fecond tim^, there being found

on it ar ring bearing the name of Ferdinand, grand-

father to the pref'^nt ele(5lor y and, confequentVy, this

bird muft have furvived its former adventure fixty

years at leaft. After putting on it anoth'^r ring, con-

taining the name of the prefent elcdbor, they again

let it at liberty. An eagle, after being confined one

hundred and four years, died at Vienna in the year

1749; lirt'd it feems natural to think that birds of this

kind

t
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kifld which enjoy their freedom, live a much gWfitcf

number of years.

The Wallerfce, which lies not far fVorh Benedidl-

Baviria, is another natural cnriofrLy of this country.

It lies on an eminence, and boih in, banks and adja-

cent ground are fo porous, that thtl water fi^ds a paf-

fage through to another lake ben(-ath it, called the

Knochclfce. Mafs is faid every day in the place

called die grotto of Munich, to implore the afiiitancc

of heaven in preventing any breach in the barks of

the Wallerfce, as the country adjacent would be in

danger of an inundation from fuch an accident.

Thp ptoteftants and papifts are eafily dil\ingu'(hed

from each othcf by their manner of falutation. In the

year 1587, Sixtqs V. in order to introduce the faluta-

tion, * Praifed be Jffus Chrift/ and the anfwer, ' For
ever. Amen,* grantcdan Indulgenceof an hundred days

to the ufe of It : but nopwithttanding this indulgence,

it was cither never made ufe of, or entirely forgot till

the year 1728, yfhen the grant was renewed by Benc-

didl XIII. The Italians howpver have neglected td

adopt this form of falutation, put in the German ca-

tholic provinces, ftiled by the Italians, Terra Qbe-

dienti^^ the land of obedience, it entirely prevails,

except among the courtiers : the comnnonalty, nobi-

lity, and even the ladies very pundually obferve ir.

That this cuftom tends much more to the abiife of the

name of Chrift, than to the honour of it, will fuffi-

ciently appear to any one pafllng by the pubjic (10 jfes

in the evening, where I have frequently heard felk ws
who were fo drunk as to be fcarcely able to ftand, ft\it-

tering at leaving their companions, 'Praifed be Jtias

Chrilt,' end the company within anfwering, almoft

inarticulately, * For ever. Amen.* But a late action of

count N , is ftiii more extraordinary. He lent

for a proftitute to his lodgings, and the lady on enter-

ing his chamber, faid, ' rraifcd be Jelus Chnlb,' to

which he anfwered, ' For ever, Amenj down with

your breaft-lace,* '

R 3 It
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It is impradticable to leave Munich with poft-

)iorfes, without obtaining from the marlhal of the

court, or his deputy, a written order, which will ccft

twelve krtritzers (near fix-pence fterling.) This is

not, however, the only place where this impofition

is praftifed, it being done in feveral others, particu-

llarly at CaflV! and Paris.

From Sajtfburg to Aug(burg there are large tracks

of level land i and I particularly obferved a laree ex-

tent of arable land^ interfperfed with woods, without

a fingle mountain •, yet I had not the pleafure of fee-

ing a fingle vineyard.

Augfburg is a fine city *, but, like Munich, not

equal to what it was formerly. Its trade was once

the moft confiderable in all Germany, but it has fuf-

fered extreamly from the declenfion of that ofVenice.

In this city are reckoned to be fix thoufand burghers.

The council confifts of an equal number of Lutherans

and Roman catholics : the latter daily increafe in this

city; and it muft be owned, to their praife, that they

live with more oeconomy. The drefs of the profcflbrs

pf both religions is different, whence they are eafily

diftinguilhed.

The council houfe is efleemed the finefl in all Ger-

many ; and the main^guard of the city, with fix field

pieces, mount here. The walls are decorated with

brafs buftos of the firft twelve Roman emperors.

In the center of an adjacent fquare, or near the

Perlach towpr, is an elegant fountain, adorned with

four ftatuesof brafs reprefenting the four feafons, and

in the middle, another of the emperor Auguftus,

with proper infcriptions. In the wine market there is

likewife a fountain, with a metallic ftatue of Hercules.

The bifhop's palace, otherwife but a mean building,

contains the hall, in which the Auglburg confefllon

was prefented to the emperor Charles V. in 1550,

[by Luther and Melancthon.] It can however boail

f Augfburg is the capital of Swabia.

of
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(tf no other furniture at prefent, than a few old tables

and benches.

On the brafs door of the cathedral, amongjiother

fcripmral hiftories, the Virgin Mary is reprefented

as forming Eve out of Adam's rib. The revenue

of this bifhopric is fo confiderable, that the younger
princes of the eledoral houfes of Bavaria and Pala-

tine generally enjoy it. A canonfhip is worth from
a thoufand to a thoufand fcven hundred guilders an-

nually, according as corn is cheap or dear.

The monks belonging to St. Ukick's convent, dif-

pofe of a kind of duft or powder, which they call St.

Ulrick's earth, from that holy man, who, they tell

you, commanded all the rats in the city and neigii-

bourhood to retire into a hole, which to :his day is

fhewn in the church of that faint. They dig this

powder near the place where he was buried, anc' pre-

tend that it owes its virtue to its havijig hi.i near

his facred bones.

But it Ihould be remembered, that the earth of

the church-yard of Herzenberg, three leagr^s from
Tubingen, is ufed as an antidote againft rues hi the

fame manner as that of St. Ulrick. That the bones

of dead bodies drive away fome forts of vermin from
mankind, is beyond all difpute -, and very probably

the earth of other church-yards, where fevci^il corps

have mouldered away, may prove an effcclual pre- i

fervative againft rats. But be this as it will, expe-

rience tells me, that St. Ulrick's earth, however fuc-

cefsful at Auglburg, cannot boaft of its virtue when
carried to other places.

In Mr. Cofrao Conrad Cuno's Mufaeum, I had the

pleafure of feeing a great variety of curiofities -, and

among others, feveral piece? oi wood, in the infide

ofwhich, a crucifix, the name Maria, with other words
and figures were confpicuous. Thefe figures did not

however owe their origin to fupernatural caufes, but
to deep incifions made in the bark while the tree was
young. The circles annually formed by the accre-

R 4 tioa
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tion of the tree, extend themfclves under the barjf,

and receive that figure which was imprcffed oft the

part ^d contiguous wood •, fo tlut in procefs of time,

the external bark with the incifion made therein,

clofe up. From the bare infpedrion of the wood, it

fufficiently fhews that this was the real caufe. Mr.
Cuno has in his poffefllon, a Tmall piece of the fuftian

manufaftured by the Fuggers in 1461 •, but a larger

piece is prelerved in the Weaver's hall. Healfohas

a coUeftion of above fcventy difi^erent kinds of birds

nefts : I remember to have feen the fame among the

king of Poland's rarities at Drefden. I likewife ob-^

ftrvcd here fuch minute chains, that feme of them

were not too heavy for a flea j alfo cups of ivory, hav-

ing a ring round the middle, but fo fmall, that they

cinnot be feen without the aflirtancc of a microfcope,

and a hundred of them may be put into a pepper-

corn. There is, however, no art required in mak-

ing thefe, they being formed at one fingle impref.

fion, and almoft in an inftant, with the proper tools.

'J he artifts of Augfburg, as well as thofe of Nu-
remberg, have always been very famous; nor arc

they at prefent wanting here. ' -

Among the public ftrudures the Einlafs, or en-

trance, as it is c;idled, is very curious : it was invented

by a Tirolefe peafant, and is managed by two men
only. This contrivance has removed the trouble and

danger they were formerly expofcd to, when they

opened the city gates in the night for courtiers or

travellers. A great many, either foot or horfe, may
be admitted as well as a fingle perfon. For this pur-

pofe a draw-bridge goes up and xiown , and as often

as one gate fhuts, another opens with a loud noife.

In fliort, both for convenience and fccurity, the con-

trivance cannot be mended.

The road between Augfburg and Ulm is, in gene-

ral, fandy and the great number of Houghs in the fe-

cond flage, render travelling fo very tedious, that a

journey

t *'
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jpumey of nine fliort German miles, requires a num-
ber of hours to perform it.

*

Ulm, when compared with the adjacent cities,

may be faid to be well fortified. The Patriciani

have here an exclufivc' privilege of walking on the

ramparts, nor will they fufFer either the burghers or

ftrangers to appear there without paying a guilder.

This praAice proceeds more from avarice than from

any apprehenfion of a clandcftinc correfpondence j

for the hay and fruits growing on the ramparts be-

longing to the Patricians, they are very careful in

guarding againll every thing that has a tendency to

diminifh their profit. ' >

The profpedt from the cathedral fteeplc, which

is four hundred and one fteps high, is remarkably

beautiful, the whole country round lying on a level,

it appears from an infcription on the wall, that Maxi-
milian I. in the year 1492, climbed up to one of the

upper galleries •, fome add, that (landing on onefoot»

on the edge of the wall, he made a crofs in the air

with the other. Sixty three large copper kettles filled

with water are hung up in feveral parts of the tower,

and along the roof of the church, that in cafe any ac-

cident Ihould happen from fire or lightning, tliey

may alv^ays have water ready at hand. There is alio

a machine, by the help of which the watchmen on
the tower draw up their provifions and other necef-

faries. '

The city of Ulm muft not, however, be fuppofed

to be equal to what it formerly was \ though this

declenfion is not peculiar to Ulm, but common
to many other imperial free towns. I am fatisfied

from obfervatiOns I made during a former excurfiofi

through this country, that the fmaller and poorer the

imperial towns are, the more the inhabitants aban-
don themfplves to a voluptuous way of living, and
a variety of e. pen five diverfions; without once rcfleft-

ing on the inevitable confequences, or (hewing; the

':iaft
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Icaft regard for the public happinefs. The neigh-

bouring ilatcs of greater power, fometimes indeed,

roufe them from their lethargy : but as the mana-
gers of the finances can depend on the favour of the

judge, and the afliftance of their fraternity, theyfoon

rclapfe into their former ftate.

Excepting fome few mountainous parts in the

Schwartz or Black Foreft, and thofe on the Alps,

the Dutchy of Wirtemberg xnay be clafled among the

happieft countries in Germany -, and with regard to

the pleafant intermixture of hills and vallies, may
very juftly be compared with Tranfylvania. This

dutchy is faid to contain fourteen prelates and ab-

bots, four of whom are jointly fuperintendants-gene-

ral, and thirty-fix particular fuperintendants, and

about five hundred and feventy minifters of parifhes

;

feventy-two fmall towns and diftrifts, twelve hundred

villages, and about four hundred and fifty thoufand

inhabitants.

The duke of Wirtemberg, immediately after the

repeal of the cdift of Nantz, might have drawn very

confiderable advantages from granting reception to

the French refugees -, not only as there were many

rich people among them, but alfo as feveral profit-

able manufactures, which have enriched Branden^

burgh and other places, might have been introduced

into this country : but a blind zeal for religion, and

the clamours of the clergy, who gave out that it was

better to admit Mahometans than Calvinifts, filled

the aflembly of the dates with fuch fears and jea-

loufies as utterly fruftrated the good intentions ot the

coi rt. A cool reflection afterward opened the eyes

of the people ; but it was now too late, and they had

only the mortifying profpeft of ieeing what a valu-

able opportunity they had loft.

On the death of the laft Duke of Mompelyard,

this princely territory, together with the feignory of

Etoban and Magni d'Anegon, as being German

(ict'st reverted to the iliuftrious houle of Wirtemberg

Stutgardi
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Stutgard -, but the four lordlhips of Blamont, Clc-

piont, Chatelot, and Hericourt, which produce an
annual revenue of above four hundred thoufand

French livres, are ftill poflefled by the French.

On my arrival at Stutgard, I had the honour of
paying my refpefts to the duchefs, and could not help

admiring her fingular goodner-^ and refignation. The
duke is of a majeftic prefence, and his noble quali-

ties have gained him the love and efteem of his fub-

jefts, who inceflantly offer up their prayers to heaven

for an heir to their hereditary princes : well knowing
that a catholic fucceflion muft be attended with very

fatal confequences to that country.

The houfe of Wirtemberg, among other privileges,

enjoys the court-judicature, a jewel of equal value

with that of the court of appeal among the electors.

The learned trcatife written oy Mr. Schoopf, relat-

ing to it, explains very minutely the manner of pro-

ceeding in this court, and fufficiently fhews they might
be advantageoufly introduced into higher courts of
judicature. One advantage peculiar to this tribunal,

is the fpeedy difpatch of juftice ; all pleadings here

muft be verbal , nor is fentence ever delayed till the

fucceeding day.

i never knew fo manycommifTions for trivial matters

iflued in any country as in this ; by which means many
delays are occaHoned in national affairs, the (late and
commiflion counfellors being moftly abfent on fuch

eommiffions, fo that very often three or four only be-

longing to this court fhall be at Ludwiglburg. Such
tedious and expenfive inquiries only tend to ruin the

fubjeft, and enrich the commiflioners. Mr. Culpis

ufed to call the territories of Wirtemberg, Regnum
Pharifaorum et Scribarum^ " A land of Scribes and

Pharifees'," and probably this might be one, per-

haps the principal, reafon for fuch a farcafm.

The duke*s troops amount to four thoufand men,

including the contingent of the circle, which is eigh-

teen hundred.

The
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The order of hunting was founded at the beginnins

of the prefent century ; and its ilatutes renewed and
enlarged in 1 7J 9. The companions of this order en-

joy the particular privilege of being preferred before

any others to commanderies, each of which is worth

about five hundred guilders per annum. The enfign

of this order is a hunting horn, being the ufual arms

of the former counts of Urach, in which family the

office of great huntfman of the Holy Roman empire

was made hereditary •, and whofe lands, fome hun-

dred years ago, fell to the houfe of Wirtemberg.

The knights of the order have a privilege of being

prefent at all public folemnities, and particularly at

the 'royal hunting matches, and alfo thofe of the maf-

ter and companions of the order. Befide an arbi-

trary number of princes and perfons of rank, this

order confifts of twelve antient counts of the empire,

thirty knights, and a fecretary. The emblem of

the order is a crofs of pure jgold, refemblii^ that of

Malta, adorped with rubies, having at each corner

an eagici of folid gold, and between the middle and

lower pOirtt Of eac{i, ''^' hunting horn ; in the center

is a circular (hield of" green enamel, on one fide of

which is a golden W, formounted with a ducal coro-

net, the emblem of Wirtc^nberg, and on the other

fide the arms of that dutchy, being three gold hunt-

ing horns twifted together. This crofs is commonly
pendant to a very broad crimfon ribbon watered,

worn over the left fiioulder, and hanging down to

the right fide. On the left breaft of tHeir ci?at they

wear an embroidered filver ftar, in the centtf of

which is the emblem of the order, and round it tht

motto, Amicitia virfutifque fadus, ** the ^ond of

virtue and friendftiip," embroidered with gold on a

green circle. The fcftival on which the general

chapter is held, is that of St. Hubert's day; knd

wherever the fovereign of the order happens on that

day to be, there is a grand hunting match. Thole

who cannot pofTibly appear at the chapter, muft, if

poflibk

\
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, celebrate the day with a hunt, and other cx-

preffions of loyalty. If any knight be fern in pub-

ic, without the crols, he forfeits to the iftfbrmcr a

pair of elegant piltols, and akb twenty rixdollars to

the poor. But whoever negledVs, during a year and

a day, to wear the enfigns of the order, is degraded.

The duke is very fond of hunting, and from the

nature of his country, has better opportunities of iri-

dulging that palTion, than almofi: any prince of Ger-

many. It is the cuftomary method in London, Pa-

ris, and other large cities, to calculate the number of

inhabitants from the bills of mortality •, in the fame

manner a conjedure may be formed, of the prodigi-

ous quantity of deer in this country, from the num-
ber that perilh in a fevere winter : it is faid, that dur-

ing the winters of 173 1 and 1 73 ^, above twenty thou-

fand head of red deer and wild boars were deliroyed.

The number of hunting feats belonging to the

duke of Wirtemberg is confiderable -, and thefe he

vifits alternately, according to the feifons for hunt-

ing the deer or wild boar -, by which means he vifits

his principal forefls once in five years*

A very ancient cuftom prevails through the whole
country of Wirtemberg, of decorating their apart-

ments £tnd galleries with large horns of deer i and it

is natural to imagine that thefe decorations are not

Wanting at hunting feats. At Waldeburg, over the

largefl horns are written the names of thofe pcrfons

who fliot the deer : and the dexteritv of the rciornins

duke, has filled fome rooms with them. At the hunt-

ing feat of Einfidel in Schonbuch, about half a mile

diltance from Tubingen, among others are to be
fcen two remarkable horns of deer, which in rutting

time the creatures thruft into each others branches,

in luch a manner, that it was impoffible to difengage

them, fo that both the creatures died on tlve fpot. A
curiofity of the fame kind is depofited in the Royal
Mufa^um at Copenhagen. At Einfidel is a large

kawihom, raifcd from a twig, brought by Everhar-

dus
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dus Barbatus in his hat from the Holy Land, ut^.

ward of two hundred years fince, and let here with
his own hands. Iri the time of Crufius, this thorrf

had fpread to the circumference of fifty-two ells ; its

branches were fupported by forty llone pillars, and
its (lock could not be grafped by any fingle perfon.

Hence a fuperftitious notion has been propagated,

that the houfe of Wirtemberg will decline in pro-

portion as this thorn decays. It is however many
years fince this thorn has been damaged, both in its

trunk and branches, and is at prcicnt but in a very

indifferent condition.

All the princes of the houfe of Wirtembefg Stut-

gard feem born for heroic adions. Prince Maximi-
lian, when fcarcely fourteen years of age, accompa-

nied Charles XII. of Sweden in all his campaigns;

and even then attacked, fword in hand, at the furprize

of the town of Pultauik, an old Saxon trooper, who
turning on his heel with furprize, laid, " Thou little

fon of a whore, art thou already for cracking the

Ikull of an old experienced foldier ?'* and with that

would have given the prince his quietus, had not

Charles XII. refcued him. The prince himfelf, at

the requeft of certain perfons of diftiridion, related

the whole affair, till he came to the trooper's fpeech,

which he thought refledted on his honour, and there-

fore broke off the narrative, adding, " You cannot

be ignorant of what the trooper laid.**

In the year 1703, during the darknefs of the night,

this prince riding fuU Ipeed before the king, ftopped

Ihort at a large pit : the kiqg imagining he did this

through fear of the enemy, called out. Forward, for-

ward : accordingly, the prince immediately clapping

fpurs to his horfe, leaped into the pit. The king

was fo clofe behind him, that he alio fliared the fame

fate, falling with his horfe upon the prince, who was

taken out almoft dead. This action rendered him fo'

dear to the king, th'at he fat up by him during the

whole night. At the unfortunate battle of Pultowa,

: '
'

.. . where

where h

goons, J

The czj

" Whi]

employ

Sweden.

rous an!

fented h

from an

too libel

preceedi

certainly

to Wirte

leized w
2ift yeai

bloom, i

riage wit

the thror

Their
and ever

confidera

Both pro
the Bavs

value of
became j

a differe

wines fr<

Tirol anc

The ii

promote<

ftein, as

lying in

notwithft

tembergc

time, an
money.

This
has likew

only at p

; t



WIRTEMBERG. ^53f

where he commanded the Schonen regiment of dra- ^

goons, he had the misfortune of being taken prifoner.

The czar offered him a commifllon, but he anlWcred,

" While I have a drop of blood in my veins, I will

employ it in the fervice of my benefador the king of

Sweden." The czar was fo charmed with this gene-

rous an Iwer, he gave him his liberty; and alfo pre-

fented him with the fword he then wore. Whether,

from an ill timed gratitude to the Ruffians, he drank

too liberally at parting, or whether the fatigues of the

preceeding campaigns broke his conftitution, is not

certainly known : howevei* the prince, on his return

to Wirtemberg, was in the fame year, namely 1 709,
feized with a violent fever, of which he died in the

2 ill year of his age, when youth was in its highell

bloom, and his hopes well founded, that by his mar-

riage with the princefs Ulrica, he fhould one day fill

the throne of Sweden.

The inhabitants ofWirtemberg carried on formerly,

and even at the beginning of the prefent century, a

confiderable trade to Bavaria with their Necker wines.

Both provinces found their account in this commerce;
the Bavarians, inftead of ready money, paying the

value of the wine in fait. But when the imperialifts

became mailers of Bavaria, affairs were conducted in

a different manner, and this electorate furnilhed with

wines from the neighbouring countries of Auftria,

Tirol and Francoriia.

The importation of Franconian wines was greatly

promoted by the imperial minifter ; count Lowen-
ftein, as it was of the greateft advantage to his eflates

lying in that country : and this trade flill continues,

notwithltanding it is doubly detrimental to the Wir-
tembergers ; for the wines will not keep any long

time, and they are obliged to purchafe fait with ready

money.

This country, befide its arable lands and vineyards^

has likewift excellent mineral fprings, of which 1 Ihall

only at prefenc mention the baths and waters of Boi-

ler,
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Icr, Zaifcnhaufcr, Wild, Tcinachcr, Licbenzcller,

Ritheoaiier and Goppinger. .

I muft however add, with regard to the policy of

ihis country, that in all the cities, towns, and large

Villages; they have a certain kind of ofHcers, called

private overrecrsi who infpeft oftcnces, clandeftine

03ectings, and othei: enontiicies of their felfow burgh-

ets, making a report tb the magiftrates of the place,

in order that a further inquiry may be made. Thele

private cenfors or inquifitors are abfolutely unknown
to all but the magiftrates^ and are fworn to difcharge

their office faithfully. They have no falary, but are

always preferred before any other perfons, to fome

place or employment in the magiftracy. As the ac-

cufcr is conftantly concealed, it may be produftivc

of fcveral abufes, fhould their bare reports ever be

efteemed fufficicnt evidence, inftead of information.

This regulation has a near affinity with the denuncie

fccrete, or fircret informations at Venice •, and 1 much
qudftion whether any fuch thing is to be met with in

all Germany befide.

Stutgard is fituated in a pleafant country, iriter-

fperfcd with gardens and vineyards ; fo that, had the

money expended at Ludwiglbrrg, Been employed

here in building a (lately palace near Berge or Cau-

ftadt; it would have been equal to moft in Europe,

with regard to the beauty of its lituation. Little no-

tice is however taken of that truly noble palace at

Stutgard; this is already particularly perceived in

the banqueting- houfe, where the ridottos were for-

merly kept. This flrufture mferits the obfervation

of every traveller, on account of its hall, with which

few in Europe are comparable : it is two hundred and

twenty feet long, eighty in breadth^ and ninety in

Iieight; without having a fmgle pillar to fupport its

iirched roof, which is very ingenioufly fallened toge-

ther by means of wooden fcrcws. The cieling is de-

corated witli fcriptiire hiilories ; but the fides, with

. views of all the forcfts belonging to the dutchy of

^=..i I ... • Wirtcm-
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Wirremberg, and fome merry adventures that hap-

pened at the hunting matches.

There is at prefent nothing remarkable in the du-

cal palace but the main ftair-cafe, which afcends fo

gradually without fleps, that one may riac up cr

down it.

Ludsvigfburg, which is two leagues diflant from
Stutgafd, was formerly only a ftall, or houlc for

breeding of cattle j nor is there any probability that

the duke at firft intended to lay out fuch quantities

of money as he has done, fince the countels ot Grii-

venitz gained the afcendantj and his highnefs began
to conceive, by degrees, a greater diflike to Stutgard,

where his confort the duchefs n fided. It mult be

allowed that the p.ilace is one of the finefl: buildings

in Germany. And many are of opinion, that it is

at prefent carried beyond perfeflion, as the prodigi-.

ous height of the new buildings intercept the prolpcCt

of the gardens, and by that means leflen its former

beauty. On account of the continual carriage of

(lone, timber, lime, &c. no pavement has yet been
thought on, fo that a perfon is greatly incommoded,
either by the great quantity of duft flying, or in

rainy weather by the mud and clay i notwithllanding

which, moll of the chambers have already been moved
hither, to the great detriment of thofe officers who "

have houfes of their own at Stutgard.

The palace is quite new furnifhed : and in parti-

cular the looking-glafs and lackered clofer, are worth
feeing •, as alio the large ftair-cafe for ambafladors, its

beautiful cieling, and the gallery of paintings. Among
thefe ant fome exquifite night-pieces, and a great

variety of fine pidures of dogs and horfes, efpecially

that of a black wolf, v/hich had long been kept at

court: he was called Melak, followed the duke every

where, and flept near his bed. He was once with the

duke in the army upon the Rhine, but the campaign
continuing till the weather grew cold, Melak was tired

of the field, and fjund very unexpededly at Lud-
VoL. IV. *& ' wigfburg.
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%yig{burg, before the duke's chamber-door •, no body

knowing how he crofrcd the Rhine. In the lame

manner he dole away from Frankfort, without tak-

ing his leave, probably not much liking the firing of

fo many guns at the emperor's coronation in 17 ii.

Whatever his fidelity might be to the duke, he was

fly and mifchievous to others ; and once bit a large

piece out of colonel Forftner's back, when no fucl>

thing, was expelled.

The chapel of the palace is very elegant, but fome-

thing too Imall, and lias this great inconvenience at-

tending it, namely, that near the veftry feveral com-

irion fewers meet together. One would almoft be-

lieve that this was done on purpofc by the Popilh

architeds, among whom Frifoni was the chief-, it

muft however be owned, that thefe Italians are fuch

ingenious artifts, that they commit very few miftakes

in fuch {lately flrudures.

The duke expends a great deal of money in ftuds

of horfes, of which he is a great lover, and a good

judge. At prefent he has three fets of horfes, each

confiftirg of eight, which the coachman, without the

help of a pollilion, can manage, though at the fame

time they perform all the curvets of the manege;

and fometimes the duke himfelf is feen on the coach-

box. In honour of this prince it muft be faid, that

hard drinking is not fo much in repute at his court as

formerly it has been : however, any one who deiires

to be honoured after the ancient cullom, will not be

long here, before he finds perfons ready to gratify his

inclinations.

The^caftle of Hohin-Tubingen is at prefent confi-

dered only as a hunting feat, whither the duke ufually

retires with his court once in five years. The city of

Tubingen, which is fituated near the mountain, con-

fifts or about five thoufand fouls, and is celebrated

for its univerfity. The vallies of Ammer, Sttcker,

and Luftenauer render the fituation of this place as

agreeable as mofl in Germany. In the caftle are good

6 .
apart-
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apartments •, and formerly it muft have been looked

upon as a place of confiderable ftrcngth, being, be-

fide the declivity of the mountain, cncompaficd with

a deep fofle. It is vaulted underneath, and among
other cellars, there is one which cannot be equalled j

being dug in the rock, and lined with free-ftone,

three hundred feet in length, and upward of twenty

in heighth. The thicknefs of the vault is two and
twenty feet, and at one end of this ftands an empty
wine-caik, which was made in the year 1548, four

and twenty feet long and fixtecn high. This cellar

communicates with another, where there is a large

well of fine clear water, walled in, and three hun-
dred fathoms in depth, lb that there is no poflibility

of coming at the water. The rfcverberating found
caufed by throwing a ftone into it, or firing a piftol,

has fomething awfully aftonilhing.

Or» the Tubingen foundation, including thofe who
are in th?^ country vicarages, there are conftantly three

hundred ftudents of divinity, on whofe application

and good behaviour a ftrift eye is kept. They meet
twice a day in the greateft order and decorum at their

meals, at which times, one of them by turns preaches

a fermon.

According to the fundamental laws Jn the dutcliy

of Wirtemberg, all officers, civil and ecclefiaftical,

froin the higheft to the loweft, muft, at their admil-

fion into employments, fubfcribe the Formula Con-
cbrdiag •, but, for fome years pull, this has not been

ftridtly infilled upon.

Among the curiofities of the univerfity library at

Tubingen, upward of ieven thoufand fermons are

fliewn, which the celebrated Crufius wrote in Greek,

from the mouth of the miniller, though they wer?
delivered in German.
How far a rational principle, mutual affedion, and

eomparifon of ideas may be alcribed to animals, I wiij

not at prefent determine ; but aflfure you that the fol-

lowing adventure of a tame ftork, fome years ago in

S 2 t.ie
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the wniverfity of Tubingen, is literally true. This

bird lived quietly in the court yard, till count Viftcr

Gravenit/, then a itudcnt there, flioc with ball at a

Itork's ncH: adjacent to the college, and probably

wounded the Itork then in it, as he was obfervcd for

fome weeks not to iWr out of the neft This hap-

pened in autumn, when foreign ftorks begin iheir pe-

riodical emigrations. In the enfuing fpring, a ftork

was obfervcd on the roof of the college, and by its

inccflant chattering, gave the ' ine itork, walking be-

low in the area, to underlbmd tiiat it would be glad

of its company. But this was a thing impradlicable»

on account of its wings being dipt ; which induced

the ftrangcr, with the utmoft precaution, firft to

come down to the upper gallery, the next day fome-

thing lower, and at lad, after a great deal of cere-

mony, quite into the court. The tame ftork, which

was confcious of no harm, went to meet him with a

loft chearful note, and a fincere intention of giving

him a friendly reception -, when, to his great furprife,

the other fell upon him with the utmolt fury. The
fpeftators prefent, indeed, for that time drove away

the foreign ftork •, but this was fo far from intimidating

him, that he came again the next day to the charge,

and during the whole fummer, continual fkirmifhes

were interchanged between them. Mr. G. R. v. F.

had given orders that the tame ftork fliould not be

aflifted, as having only a fingle antagonift to encoun-

ter : and by being thus obljged to (hift for himfelf,

he came to (land better on his guard, and made fuch

a gallant defence, that at the end of the campaign,

the ftrangcr had no great advantage to boaft of. But

next fpring, inftead of a fingle ftork came four, which,

without any of the foregoing ceremonies, alighted

at once in the college area, and diredly attacked the

tame ftork, who indeed, in the view of feveral fpec-

tators ftanding in the galleries, performed feats even

above human valour, if I may ufe that expreflion -,

defending himfelf by the arms nature had given him,

5 - - with
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with the iitmofl: bravery V till at length being over-

powered by fuperior numbers, his llrcngth and cou-

rage began to fail, when very unexpedled auxiliaries

came in to his afliftance : all the turkies, ducks,

geel'e, and the reft of the fowls that were brought up
in the court, to whom, undoubtedly, this gentle

ftork's mild and friendly behaviour had endeared him,

without the leaft dread of the danger, forined a kind

of rampart round liim, under the (helter of which

he might make an honourable retreat from fo un-

equal an encounter : and even a peacock, which be-

fore never could live in friendfliip with him, on this

emergency, took the part of oppreired innocence,

and was, if not a true bottomed Iriend, at leaft a

favourable judge on the ftork's fide. Upon this, a

ftrider watch was kept againil fuch traiterous incur-

fions of the enemy, and a ftop put to more blood-

Ihed i till at laft, about the beginning of the third

fpring, about twenty ftorks fuddenly alighted in the

court with the greateft fury ; and before the poor <

ftork's faithful life-guards could form themfelves, or

any of the people come in to his alfiftance, they de-

prived him of life, though by exerting his ufual gal-

lantry, they paid dear for the: purchafe. The male-

volence of tliefe ftrangers againft this innocent crea-

ture, could proceed from no other motive, than the

Ihot fired by count Vidior from the college, and

which they doubtlefs fufpedled, was done by the in-

ftigation of the tame ftork.

For the conveniency of the duke*s hunting-feats,

and the horfes he keeps among the mountains, fome
good water-works have been conltru6led near Urach,
where experiments may be made of the petrifying

quality of thefe waters, by fufpending difierent bo-

dies therein, which gradually become crufted over

with ftone. 1 hefe water-works are about the middle
from the mountain, near two contiguous fprings,

the one entirely clear, but the other gravelly -, .che lat-

ter of which works the engine. The whole moun-
S 3 tain
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tain feems almoft entirely to confift of Staladitar, and

in feme of its caves the tops and fides are adorned

with very beautiful pieces, exadly relembling fugar-

candy and white coral.

As I have mentioned Urach, I muft not pafs over

in filence a fingular machine, kept up at a great ex-

pence, near the lower palace : it is called the Holz-

rutlche, or Hiding roller ; and is compofed of an iron

canal or tube, above nine hundred feet in length,

through which the wood felled on the hinder part of

the Alb, or in the foreft beyond Urach, where there

is great plenty of beech and fire-wood, after being cut

into pieces or logs, is carried down through this

fmooth, and entirely clofe canal, from a deep emi-

nence, with a violent force, anJ moft hideous noife.

By this contrivance, a tedious and troublefome cir-

cuit is faved, and Stutgard furnifhed with fuel from

the mountain. In fpring and autumn, when the wa-

ters arc high, the wood is floated from the foreft

down the Neckar, and landed at Berge near Stut-

gard. They have ereded fait works at Suly j but

have hitherto only been able to furnilh two or three

neighbounng diflridls with that commodity.

The firft tow|i I arrived ar after my departure fron^

Stutgard, was Durlach, a place which has experi-

enced almoft the fame turns of good and bad fortune.

Here the confort of the reigning margrave, a fifterof

the duke of Wirtemberg, keeps a folitary court, with

the moft placid rcfignation under her troubles.
-• Xarlfruh, to which the margrave has removed his

refidence, lies half a league farther toward the Rhine;

it is a regularly built town, of above three hundred

boufes, both which, and the palace, are built only

pf timber and brick. The hoUi'es immediately round

the palace are the largeft, and provided with piaz-

zas, \vhere perfons may walk at all times.

Notwithftanding the foundation (lone of this pa-

lace wa;s laid as early as the year 17 15, half of the

right wi»ig is ftill wanting, the v/ork having been in-

termitted
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tcrmitted for fome years. The mjin objed: attended

to here, is the turret on the body of the building,

from whence there is a profped, not only into all the

principal ftreets which are divided by three other

crol:i ftreets, but alfo into twenty-five walks, fome
planred with trees, and others cut through the woods

;

in which refped, no other prince's feat can be com-
pared with this i and befide, the woods are planned

out into a variety of other curious walks ; fome of
which bear the names of thofe minifters who ferved

his highnefs at that time, as moft of the ftreets in

the town are called after princes.

Raftadt lies two ttages and a quarter from Karl-

fruh ; but no traveller will repent his turning a little

on the left hand, toward the Favorita, built by the

lady dowager of the late margrave of Baden-badcn,

of the moft modern taQe. Here is a chamber of

very fine porcelain, and a looking-glafs cabinet con-

taining numerous curiofities, both of nature and art

:

among others, are above f6rty good pidurcs of the

faid lady, in the different mafquerade drefies fiic wore

on feverai occafions in her youth. The fime look is

every where obfervable, amidft the fevenil alterations

in the complexion and beauty, through fuch a long

feries of time. I do not know of any better fet of

portraits ; and they alfo may be juftly compared to

]Ruben*s performances in the Luxemburg gallcr)^,

where queen Mary deMedicis is exhibited in a great

variety of reprefentations and habits

In the lower rooms, one fees with great pl.afure

the excellen*: order of the kitchen, larder, dUpenduy,

wafti-houfe, &c. and accordingly the lady dowager

takes a particular pleafure in bringing iicr gucft^

through thefe fubterr^nean offices. At the end of

the little orangery, to the left-hand, is a pheafanr.

garden, and to the right, a wild thicket leading to

the hermitage. The houfe is fituated in the middls

of the woodi and the outfidc walls of it are covered

with pretty large pieces of bark. The door feems to

S 4 rclt
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reft on old ftocks of trees -, and within are only to be

ieen coarfe Itiiucs of the Mcfllah. of Jofeph and

Mary, a mean bed without any curtains, an altar

without ornaments -, and at the corn'/TS of the nar-

row walks in i\\t garden ftiind wooden itatues of oki

hermits as big as hte, and fome of them in hairy

habits : the niches for thefe, like the door, arc fup-

ported by old and decayed trunks of trees. This

hermitage is diredtly the reverie ol" that at Nymphcn-
burg, which exhibits fome grandeur under a con-

cealed pomp : whereas, on the contrary, that of Ba-

den derives its agreeablenefs from the exadt imita-

tion of natural iimpllcity, and unartificial difpofi-

tion of a folitude, calcvilated for religious contempla-

tion.

A league from the Favorita lies Raftadt : it is re-

gularly built with ftretts and fquares. The palace is

a ftately ftrudure, and has from the center a view of

thr^e ftreets, the mkidlemoft of which terminates in

a long walk. The palace indeed is not yet finilhed •,

and the garden particularly will require a good deal

of labour to render it equal to the building.

Few people are ieen in the ftreets, and every thing

wears the alpcvlt of folitude.

The [palace of Raftadt was built by the late mar-

grave, of wiiofe great ikill in military affairs, even

prince Eugene declared, '* tha': had he himfelf the

margrave of Baden's experience, or the margrave his

good fortune, one of thefe two muft be the beft ge-

neral in Europe."

Formerly many valuable paintings were ciepofited

in the palace of Raftadt , but their number was very

much diminiihed through the zeA of father Meyer,

who at hrft had a great afcendancy over the mar-

chionels tkwager of Baden, till this infiuenc. funk

under the power of cardinal S****. The zeal of this

cccleiialac was fuch, that pictures above fifty ihou-

fand i'Uiiders value were burnt by his order, becaufc

they appeared to him, 500 naked or immodcft.

Every
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Every traveller Ihould vifit the fine Scala Santa in

the new chapel of the palace. The margrave's re-

venue, befide what he has from his mother, is com-
puted at four hundred thoufand guilders.

It is but one Itage from Rafladt to Stollhofen ; and

the whole country through which you pafs is very

fertile and delightful ; turnips, in particular, abound
here Kehl is reckoned half a fcage diitant from

Strafburg : and at a l^rcnch toU-houfe upon the bridge,

every box pays fix creutzers.

Strafburg is a large and ancient city, but it has

no Hne buildings. It is an hour and three quarters

walk round the rampnrts •, but remarkably picafant,

a row of trees being planted all around ; and in fome

places, two or three rows togfther. At prefcnt they

arc carrying on iome new works on the fide toward

Kehl fort, in order to join more clofeiy the city to.

the citadel ; and for this purpofe tne burghers are

obliii^ed to give up the interjacent fields and meadows,

for which indeed they are promifed payment •, but

when they (hall receive it, time alone muft difcover.

After the taking of this city, which was in the year

1681, the inhabitants were obliged in the fame man-
ner to relinquifh fome part of their fruitful meadows
for the new fortifications; but hitherto they have

been fo far from receiving the promifed fatisfadion,

that thole who v/ere fortunate enough to procure any

thing, were forced to content themfelves with half

the value. An engineer, after fome years afliduity,

has lately finifhed a wooden model of the whole city,

in which every particular houfe is fo dillindly de-

fcribed, that fcarce a window or chimney is omitted.

This model was fome time fince depofited in a large

hall ; but is now at Paris.

The new citadel toward the Rhine, as well as

the town, Hands on a plain -, and the fortifications

of both make no very linking appearance.

Kehl may be cannonaded from the citadel, in which
are laid up the old ^rms taken from the burchers in
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1681. The neighbourhood of fome marfh lands

formed by the Rhine, renders the air of the citadel

fo unhealthful, that diftempers rage among the inha-

bitants moll part of the year. It is, however, at pre-

fent, an academy for above an hundred cadets, or

young gentlemen, who are inftruded in mathema-
tics and fortification. The innate ardour and fire of

the nation, together with the volatility and ufual wild-

nefs of youth, which does not fubfide in the French,

till they are pretty far advanced in years, occafion

continual broils among themfelves, and ftill more

with other people i for which reafon they are locked

up, as it were, in the citadel, and only a few per-

mitted to go out at a time. They have here, how-

ever, the bt-ft opportunity for improvement, not

only from the excellent mafters that muft of confe-

quence be found among fo great a number of engi-

neers, but alio from the advantage of viewing thofe

excellent fortifications of Landau, ^^rt Lewis, Bri-

fac, &c. in the neighbourhood of Strafburg ; where

the celelM-ated Vauban, Cohorn, and other great mat-

ters in this fcience, exhaufted all their art.

The garrilbn of Strafburg commonly amounts to

between eight and ten thoufand men; and from the

officers pay a monthly deduction is made for the fup-

port of the theatre ; for which reafon they always

liave a free admittance into the pit : and it is thought

that fuch amufcments are provided for them from pru-

dential reafons, as they prevent many other difor-

ders, and more pernicious meetings. Sometimes a

company of officers agree to aft fome famous comedy

or tragedy themfelves •, and in which they fucceed

much better than in the order of knighthood they

latfly inftituted here. The members of this order

call themlelves Chevaliers de la Providence, " the

Knights of Providence." The rules of their inftitu-

tion were, that every thing fhould be in common,

and if any perfon of the fociety had two neceflary

tilings of the fume kind, in his poffeffion, lie was to
"

' b^ftow
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Ipcftow one of them on an indigent brotlier j but

every kind of fuperfluity was to be burnt and de-

ftroyed. It may eafily be imagined that few rich per-

fons entered into thisfociety, and confequently this

order, how commendable foeveis could not long

fubfift.

The river Prufche runs through the city, and thie

111 walhes its walls. The manners and cuftoms of the

inhabitants change with the times. The dreis uf the

Strafburg young ladies, with their rich hats, broad

over their foreheads, and terminating on each fid^

in a peck 6f confiderable length -, together with the

multiplicity of plaits in their gowns, are now out of
falhion, they all affeding to drefs according to the

French mode. ' '

The cathedral is the principal ftru^bure in StraC- ^

burg that merits obfervation. It was, after the fur-

render of the city, taken froni the Lutherans and
given to the Roman Catholics. The foundation

of this church ftands in water, and a fort cf clay.

And not many years fmce, there was a paffage round
the lower vaults for a Imall boat ; b.ut at prefent it

is walled up. The whole ftruclure was finilhed in

the year 1 449 •, fo that the Proteftants are not at all

Chargeable with the fatiric pieces of fculpture, which,

a few years ago, were to be feen on the cornices of
this church, and reprefented monkies, afles, l^ogs, &c.
in monkifh habits ; and among others, a nrionk tak-

ing very indecent freedoms' with a nun lying by him ;

but at prefent the greateft part of thefe indecent ima-

ges are defaced.

[Bifliop Burnet's account of the figures is as fol-

lows. ' There is a proceflion reprefented, in which
a hog carricth the pot with the holy water, and afles

and hogs in prieftly veftments follow to make up ihe

proceflion. There is alio an afs ftanding before an
altar, as if he were going to confecrate ; and one

carrieth a cafe with reliques, within which one feetd
"

'

•

afoxi
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a fox ; and the trains of all that go in this procefHon

are fupported by irionkies. This fecr.'S to have bcfn

made in hatred of the monks, whom ir.e lecular

clerj'iy abhorred u that time, bccaiile they !nd drawn

the wealth and the following of the world alter them;

and tluy had expofcd the fecular clergy ih much fur

their ifjjnorance, that it is probabh-, after fome ages,

the monks tailing under the fame contempt, the

fecular clerpy took their turn in expoling them ;n \o

lalling a reprefentation to the fcorn of the v/orkl.

There is alfo in the pulpit a nun, cut in wood, lying

along, and a friar lying near her, with his breviary

open before her, and his hand under the nun's habit

;

and the nun's feet are ihod with iron fhoes.']

The ornaments prefented to this cathedral by Lewis

XIV. are very rich and iplendid. It is laid that fifty

perf;ns were em|.loyed about them eleven years, and

that they coft fix hundred thoufand dollars. This

prefent, befide three lets of priefts veftmcnts and altar

furniture, confifts of fix large filver candlcfticks,

which require a ftrong man to carry each of them,

and a crucifix of • double the weight. The whole

leven pieces weigh fixteen hundred marcs.

In this church is likewile a large clock, which ex-

hibits the various motions of the plan:'ts : the com-

mon people are highly plealcd w ith the images itep-

ping forward, and a cock crowing, <:!:oi ijh very

hoarfely. I rank this among the ir : enious pieces of

antiquity, ' rather than a clock I formerly faw in the

chamber of Le^vis XW. at Verfailles; over one fide

of which a filver eagle trembles and i^ akes at the

hourly .rowing of acock oppofite to it. Whether
fuch a jetty and ')C npous triumph rver an enemy
is confr L nt wi:h trie g.eatnefs of mind, I leave others

to determine. The invention of introducing a coc':

crowing It clock-works, was doubtlefs borrowed from

the incident recorded in the hiftory of our Saviour's

paliion : but to reprefent the king of birds as trem-

bling at the crowing of a cock, is abfolutely repug-

nant
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nant both to the principles of natural philofophy, and

fymbolical reprefcntation. Nor can I'uch inventions

be pleafmg to any, but thofe whofe miiids are pofllf-

fcd with the fame weaknefs as Lewis XIV. who was

fo infatuated with flattery, that in operas, and pro-

logues of plays, he ufed to join in finging the moll

extravagant airs in praife of himfelf : and who, even

after the hard conditions of peace, to which queen Anne
forced him to fubmit, in the year 171 3, ordered,

or at leaft permitted a marble Itatue of himfelf to

be eredted •, and which is ftill (landing in the oran-

gery at Verfaillcs, with the following arrogant infcrip-

tion

:

P^ice heat toturn qui hello ferruit orhem.

Peace lie vouchfafed who fliook the globe with war.

The fcceple, or tower of the cathedral, is juftly

reckoned one of the highell in Europe, there being .

about fix hundred and fifty-four fteps from the pave-

ment to the top : its geometrical height, fome com-
pute at five hundred and feventy-four feet -, but others

only at five hundred. After afcending three hundred

and twenty-five (leps, you arrive at a fpacious area,

where water is continually kept, to be ready in cafe

a fire fhould happen in the tower. The earthquake

i>i the 3d of Augull, 1728, which was felt here,

and f'^^'ough all Swabia, raifed this water between

three and four feet high, and threw it about fixteen

or eighteen feet from the fide •, in commemoration
'.f which, a particular monument is to be erifted on
the laft ilep. In the gallery round the church is alfo

Ihewn a kind of crooked brafs horn, which is founded

twice every night, for perpetuating the infamy of

the Jews, who, in the year 1349, intended to bciray

the city, and had made this horn on purpc^'l', 10

give the enemy notice when to begin the attick.

The great bell in tlie ileeple v^'eiglis above ten lonj -,

and another called the Silva liell, as being mvoihly

madi

/'.:'-<:': ''^^'
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•made of that metal, forty- fix ccntenars, or two tbni

fix quintals. The latter, except oh particular occa •

fions ot rejoicing, is only rung twice a year, namely

on St John's day, and fourteen days after Chrift-

mas.

The city hofpital, which fome years ago was Ijurnt

down, is now rebuilt in a very magnificent manner.

On the left-hand of the entrance into the old part

of the building, is placed in the wall a figure in re-

lievo, having on its belly a prominence, refembling

in fome meafure a middling cannon-bdll, but with

feveral ramifications of veins on its furface. Some
think this ftatue reprefents a patient with a large

plague fore, formerly belonging to this hofpital •

others imagine it to be a fpider which was. found in

the wine-cellar. But both, opinions are equally in-

credible.

In the cellar they have wines of the growth of 1472,

1519, and 1525: the fecond of thefe wines, for h if-

torical commemoration, is diftinguiftied by the name
of the Wirtembere-war ; and the laft, by that of the

Peafants-war. It is faid, that no addition can be made

to any of thcfe wines, a thick cruft or pellicle being

grown over the lurface of the liquor, fo that infufion

is rendered impofilble : bcfide, upon mixing a few

drops of any other wine with this, it immediately

becomes black. The tafte is not much better than

that of four lees j and a drop of it rubbed on the

hand, leaves a frnell which continues feveral hours,

notwithftanding the fpot be often wafhed with \fater.

It is however fold very dear, a few drops only can

be obtained for a guilder : and as each veflel is fup-

pofed ftill to contain eight awmes, the three muft

be conlidered as a very coftfiderable fund to the ftew-

ard of the cellars.

The royal hofpital for invalids, and the Jefuits

college, mud be clafied among the principal build-*

ings of tl.is city. The larter has a fine library, with

a good coliedbion of antiquities. The atademy is alio

.well
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well providecf with books, which are lent on giving '

an obligation for the return of them.

The anatomical theatre or hall is worth feeing

:

jind the phyfic-garden, next to thofc of Leydcn and

Paris, is looked upon as the beft in Europe.

In the Pfennigthurme are kept the public records

of the city ; and among others, a parchment dip-

loma of the emperor Charles IV. to which is ap-

pended a feal refembling that of the Golden Bull at

Franckfort, only that this of Strafburg is not of gold.

Here alfo is kept the large ftandard, about which

fuch frequent mention is made, in the difputes tor

the office of ftandard-bearer of the empire. It is

eight ells and a half in height, feventeen and a half

in breadth, and adorned with gold to t!ie value of

eighty ducats. In all probability, this is only fome
particular ftandard belonging to the city of Strafburg,

and never was the chief banner of the whole German
army.

In St. Michael's chapel at Strafburg, was formerly

a ftatue of caft brafs, between two and three cUs in

height, called Krutzmanna : it refembled very nearly

the figure of Hercules. A wooden cut of it by M.
Daniel Specklin the architect, may be feen in the

M. Hofea Schadasus*s particular defcription of Straf-

burg cathedral, printed in 1617-, but by taking off

the cut, the ftatue is reverfed, and the club appears

in the left-hand, and the ftiield in the right. In the

year 1525, this, with other ftatues, was removed j

but to what place, is not at prefent known.
The diftance between Straftiurg and Bafil is about

twenty five ftiort leagues. The country near Bilen-

heim, between Old and New Briyfack, is very plea-

fant, being entirely level. The profpcdl toward

France is terminated by the mountains cf Liurgundy;

but on the other fide, by the Black Foreil, beyond
the Rhine. The roads of Alface are likewife very

good, being generally caufeway-, having a deep

ditch or channel on each fide, to cany off tlie water.

A p-nt
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A part of Old Brij^fack 11-s on an eminence

from which is a fine profpedt over the adjacent tmitvi

try. The bridge ot boats, formerly at this place
over the Rhine, has been demolifhed fome years, and
its place is now Ibpplitd by a ferry.

On the fide toward the Black Foreft are vaft num-
bers of wild boars, efpecially in ihc marfhy parts of
it, bordering on the Rhine ; nor was it an eafy mat-
ter to imharbour them, till, fome years ago, a happy
difcovery was made, of burning brimltone on the

tops of ten or twelve long flakes, planted at feme
diliance from one another, and on that fide whence
the wind blew ; the hunters being polled, with the

proper weapons, on the oppofite fide. The wild

boars, it fcems, cannot endure the fmell of burning

brimftone, but immediately fly from it ; by this

means they were driven to the other fide of the

morafs. and within reach of their enemy's fire.

TJie author of this contrivance fcems to be no ftran-

ger to hog-flealing, a fpecies of theft often praftiled

here: thefe fellows, by holding fome lighted ful-

phur under the nole of the animal, he immediately

dies without the lead fqueak. The p afants of this

country have alfo another method of taking wild

boars. They know that thefe creatures frequently

crofs the Rhine in the night •, they therefore watch

in their boats, and as a boar fwims near them, they

lay hold of his hinder-legs, and raife them fome

diflance above ihe furface of the water: by this

means his head is plunged under it, and he is foon

fuflx)cated ; after which they pull him into the boat.

NewBriyfack, built by Lewis XIV. lies overagainft

the old town, and fo near, that thdr forts are within

cannon-fliot ofeach other. I'he former itands wholly

in the plain -, all the works are new -, and the (treets

built in fuch a manner, that from the great market-

p]^cc the four gates of the town may be feen.

The road from hence to Bafil is extremely delight-

ful, on account cf the cxtenfive profped on the left-

hand
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hand beyond the Rhine, into the margraviate of Ba-

den. This little fpot is indeed only tour leagues in

length, and the lame in breadth •, but very plea.'ant

and fruitful, cfpecially in wine, which they export

into the neighbouring countries. It belongs to the

houfe of Baden-Durlach, and is properly the old

frontier province of Germany, toward Arelat; for

which reafon the family ot Baden bears the title of

margrave •, their otlier territories having never an-

ciently been the boundary of that country.

The new fortrefs of Hunningen, built by the

French in the preceding century, lies within cannoa-

(hot of Bafil i as the French, after finifliing this

place, once made an experiment, the bull lodging

in the gate of Bafil. The city returned the compli-

ment with another, whith beat down a fmall tower

in Hunningen •, upon which the French thought pror

per to make an excufc for their firing firft ; alleging^-

that it was not done v/ich any intention of damaging
the town : and the garrilbn of Bafil admitted the

pretence. Hitherto indet;d Hunningen has not of-

fered fince to moleft the town of Bafil •, which de-

pends more on its union with the other Swifs can-

tons, than on the ftrength of its fortincations.

Bafil is fmaller than Straiburg, but larger than

Franckforr, and the largeft of all the towns in Swit-

zerland j having two hundred and twenty ftreets, fix-

market-places, and twenty-nine wells. Its fituatioti

is uneven, moll of the ilrejts crooked, and t!ie pave-

ments rugged i being compofed of fharp (tones, in

order to prevent the horfea, which carry heavy loads

up hill, from flipping. The clocks in this place go
an hour fader than any where elfe : this odd phaeno-

menon Ibme afcribe to the dilcovery of a plot, the

meafures of which were dilboncerted by the altera-

tion of the clock : others fay, it had its origin dur-

ing the time of the council j which after fitting here

feventeen years, ended in 1448, and was conrrived

to make the Iiolv fathers either get uo an hour fooner

Vol. IV- ' T
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in the morning, or fit an hour lefs at dinner ; thfeiV

time of meeting in council being two o'clock.

Trade ftill flourifhes here, particularly that of filk

ribbands, feven or eight houfes of merchants fending

each annually to the fairs at Franckfort, to the value

of thirty or forty thoufand guilders of that commo-
dity. The police of this place is under excellent re-

gulations : moft of the offices are beftowed by lot,

among well qualified perfons, none elfe being admit-

ted as candidates for them ; and even the very lucra-

tive polls are fo often changed, that one perfon rarely

continues in them above three years. No perfon

•without the city is to wear lace of gold or filver on

his cloaths, under the penalty of three guilders for

each offence. All young women, unmarried, arc

prohibited from wearing filks : the neareft relations

only, are invited to marriage-featts ; nor does their

number ever exceed fifteen or twenty : whereas, in

former times, and even a few years ago, the number

of guefts at a marriage-feaft, often amounted to up-

ward of two hundred : by this means young people

were led into unnecefTary expences, and contracted a

very extenfive acquaintance. The burgomafters and

principal members of the council, contributed greatly

to this regulation -, for being always invited as guefts,

to every great wedding, and not being able to come

off under a Louis d'or, the old cuftom fubjedted them

to an annual tax of at leaft fifty fuch pieces, which

they fave by this new law. *

' The bridge over the Rhine is two hundred and fifty

common paces long ; and makes a good appearance.

On the tower, Handing on the fide toward Switzer-

land, is a crowned Moor's head, which every minute

thrufts out, and draws in again, its long red tongue.

This figure, however ridiculous it appears, is more

tolerable than a filthy repreientation in a little houfe,

Itanding about the middle of the bridge, before

which the common proftitutes baniflied the town,,

are brought and treated in a very indecent manner.

That pare of the city lying beyond the Rhine, on the

ndc
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fide of Germany, called the Little T6wn, has its

own particular jurifdiftion, but in fubordination to

the city. The privileges of Bafil were former!]^

greater than at prefent, ma^ny of therti having been
abridged, on accolint of its declaring once for the

houfe of Auftria. This little town has rio fortifica-

tions, and thofe of the greater ^re of little fignifica-

tion. St. Peter's fquare, which is decorated with

rows of lime-trees, is the beft walk in the great town;

The cathedral is an old ftrufture, with two firtiilar

towers. The emprefs Anne, cotifort to Rudolph of
Huplburg, his Tons Charles and Erafmus, were bu-

ried here ; and in honour of the latter, there is a pro-

lix, but inelegant infCripcion, on a red and white

marble tablet. •
' -

Over againft the French church, on a long covered

wall, is painted the dance of Death ; where the king
of terrors is reprefented as mixing with all ranks and

.

ages of both fexes •, and complimenting therfi in Ger-
man verfes on their arrival at the grave. The figures

are all as big as life, and the author of it faid to be
the celebrated Holbein, a native of this place, whtf

painted another piece of the fame" kind •, and ajfb

copied this on another houfe, but which the dettfuc-

tive hand of time has now entirely obliterated. But
there are good reafons for fufpe(5ting that the danctj

of Death, near the French church, w^s don? by one
Bock, and not by Holbein. 'However, nothing of
the original beauty of this piece, except the attitude

of the figures,- remains, the colours being fo fadedy

that they were obliged to be retouched a few years

ago •, fo that it is in vain now to look for the fine

ftrokes and touches of iIk; old painting. The famer

misfortune has* alfo attended the pifture reprefenting

the laft judgment, on the ftair-cafe of the council-

houfc. Jn this piece, though done before the refor-

mation, namely in 1510, yet even popes, cardinals,--

monks, and priefts, are reprefented in the torments'

of hell. There is alfo in the council-houfe an ex-'

quifite piece of the fufFerings of Chrift, in eight de**

T « partmentay



276 KEYSLER's TRAVELS.
partments, on two windovv-fliutters, done by Hoi-

bein. Not only the beauty of the c olours is very well

prelerved, but likewife every motion and paiTion ex-

preiied with the utmoil energy and propriety. Maxi-
milian, elcdtor of Bavaria, is laid to have offered the

town thirty thoufand guilders for it Connoiffeurs

particularly extol that depariment which reprefenis

the feizing of Chrift in the garden : and both the co-

louring and artful conduct of the Claro-Ofcuro are

fo exquifitely performed, that they would do honour

to any of Raphael's fcholars. In the court of the

council- houfe Hands a ftatue of Munatius Plancus, a

Roman general; who, about fifty years before the

birth of Chrift, built the antient city of Augufta
Rauracorum, near Bafil. This ftatue was erefted

in the year 1526, by Beatus Rhenanus.
There is nothing remarkable in the phyfic-garden

at Bafil, excepting a cherry-tree, which produces the

fame fort of fruit tlirice a year.

In the arfenal is fliewn the armour in which Charles

the Bold lofl: his life ; as alfo his kettle-drums and

ti limpets, together with the furniture of' his horfe.

The mufeums of Erafmus and Amerbach belong

to the univerfity, that feat of learning having, for

nine thoufand dollars, purchafed them from the heirs

of the latter. ^>

The diftance from Bafil to Solothurn is commonly
reckoned eighteen leagues, and to Bern twenty.

Three leagues from Bafil lies the little town ofLiech-

ftall, encompaiTed with a wall, and having a good

road to it, through a delightful valley planted with

vineyards and orchards. Five leagues from Bafil,

beyond Holftein, begins the craggy mountain, calied

Hauenftein, which continues for fome leagues, and

is extremely troublefome to travellers. On both fides

of the road are ftill higher mountains : thole on the

right extend to a great diftance ; but thofe on the left-

hand terminate in a large plain. On the inountain

of Grindelwald is the celebrated Gleifcher, or ice

mountain. It is faid that the ice on this mountain

^

'.:- 'i •- ^ 4. never
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never melts -, but, on the contrary, augments every

year both in height and circumference. From tliis un-

common height of the country proceed the purity and

fubtility of the air in Switzerland : fo that the Switzers,

when in foreign countries, find, at times, a kind of

heavy difquietude, and uneafy longing to breathe the

frelh air of their native country, without being able

themfelves to give any particular reafon for this reft-

lefs anxiety. M. Scheuchzer at leaft makes ufe of

this to excufe his countrymen's Noftalgia, Pathopa-

tridalgia, or home-ficknefs, which particularly affects

thofe of Bern. We have abundant inftances, that

upon the recruits from Switzerland having begun to

play or fing the Kuhreiae, orcowbrawl, atuneufual

among the Alpine boors when tending their cattle,

the old Swift foldiers have been fo (truck with the

remembrance and paflionate defire of returning to-

their native country, that they have fallen into laflir

tudes, anxieties, watchings, naufeas, and flow hedic;

fevers : for which reafon their officers have been ob-

liged ftridly to prohibit the finging or playing this

tune for the future. And thofe Switzers who are in

the Piedmontefe fervice, are condemned to run the

gantlope for afting contrary to this order.

Upon entering into the territories of Bern, about

a quarter of a league from Fravenbrunn, on an emi-

nence, whce a fentinel is always polled, I met with

a ftone pillar, on one fide of which was a German in-

fcription, in verfe *, importing that, on St. John's day,

in the year 1375, the EngliHi captain here, called

Gugler, or Juggler, was repulfed, with the lofs of

above eight hundred men on the fpot.

On the other fide are Latin verfes, fignifying that

Cufin, an Englifh nobleman, after having tranfported

hither a confiderable body of forces to demand his

wife's portion from the archduke of Auftria, her

brother •, and, committing many ravages ; was here

defeated with great flaughter by the inhabitants of

Bern.

T 3 In
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Jn this plain, aU along the road, and likewife as

f$r as Geneva, and even into Savoy, are planted vaft

numbers of -ivalnut-trees, from the fruit of which

p.n oil, ufed in phyfic, painting, and for burning in

lamps, is prepared as follows : the fhelled nuts are

placed at a fmall diftance from one another, in order

to diy them thoroughly : then the kernels are taken

out, pounded, and boiled jn a kettle, and without

any other preparation, put into a thick hair-cloth,

placed under the prefs, and the oil cxpreffed from

them. Frelh nuts produce confiderably lefs oil than

thofe which have been gathered fome time ; but then

it is of a much finer tafte, and, at the fame time, fo

ftrong as to intoxicate. It is entertaining to fee what

vaft numbers of country-people, on Sundays and ho-

lidays, in autumn, meet together under the walnut-

trees, and regale themfclyes with the fruit.

The wealthieft peafants in Switzerland are thofe of

the territories of Bern *, it being difficult to find a vilr

lage without one, at leaf!:,who is worth between twenty

a.nd thirty thpufand gujlders, jind fometimes even

fixty thoufand. The baihff, or chief magiftrate of

Hutwil, is reckoned worth four hundred thoufand.

Jie fias three fons, who arc* alfo farmers, and one

daughter, whom her fathtr has married to a peafant,

potwithftandipg (he was courted by feveral gentlemen

pf Bern. ,

--

The tomrnon people of bpth fexes wear ftraw-

tiats i and the women's petticoats are tied up fo near

their arm-pits, that hardly a hand's-breadth is left

for their jliape. The inns throughout Switzerland are

very good, and abound with trouts, carp, beef, veal,

fowl, pigeons, butter, cheefe, apples, peaches, tur-

ineps, fugar-bifket, &c. with good wine very plenty,

pnd ^t a very reafonable rate, when compared with the

|)ills of fare in Swatjia, Tirol» and Bavaria.

Thpre arc Switzers in the fcrvice of moft of the

prinpes in Europe -, but that ofFrance feems the mofl

profitable : for a caftain, who has a whole company,
'

'-" *

generally
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gftRerally makes ten thoufand livres a year of it *, but
moft of them have only half a company. At prefent

the Swifs, in French pay, amount only to fourteen

thoufand men.

Before you come to Bern, it is neceflary to defcend

a mountain, near the foot of which, but on the afcent

of another, the city is fituated. The entrance is at

fir ft very narrow, but widens as you afcend ; and at

the top, where it is almoft level, opens into fine large

ftreets. The houfes are moftly built of white free-

ftone, and in fuch a manner, that the foot-paths in

the principal ftreets are under piazzas, or arches, one
fide of which is taken up with the Ihops and houfes

of tradefmen. Thefe piazzas, at the fame time that

they fccure you from the weather, and render the

walking very commodious on the free-fton^ pave-

ment, deprive the houfes of the ornament of a por-

tal i and the pillars raifed from the ftreet to the firft

ftory, for its firmer fupport, make an inelegant ap-

pearance.

The ftory of the bear, taken on the day the foun-

dation of the city was laid, and thence gave occafion

to its name, is well known. This creature is not

only borne in the coat of arms, but they likewife ftill

keep in the upper part of the city fome live bears, in

two.inclofurcs, where are high trees for them to climb

up for their diverfion. ; ?

The burgherfhip is divided into two parts •, thofe

qualified for the government and magiftracy of the

city, and the perpetual inhabitants. The latter, who
obtained their freedom fince the year 1635, are in-

capable of being admitted into the council, or hold-

ing any public employment, but enjoy all other privi-

leges*, the fornjer hold all civil offices, as the de-

fcendants of fuch as were made burghers before

that year. The city was indeed built in the year

1 19 1, in order to check the nobility in their violent

career. But this precaution was not fufficient to hin-

der /jx very old and noble families from getting them-

T 4 fclves
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fclves ranked in the number of the qualified burghers,

wlio arc rcfpedted more than any of the others ; and

when any one of t!iis clafs is clcdled into the fenate,

or little council, he has the honour of taking place

of every other counfellor, though his fenior in office,

and likcwife of walking next the tribunesof the people,

of vvl\ich there ;'.re four.

Great ftrugglcs were formerly made for obtaining

ihe governmenis of the cantons in the country, on

account of the confiderable profits arifing from thele

pofts; but to terminate all cabals and intrigues, a

3;iw was pafTcd in tlie year i/r i, wliereby thde, and

other lucraiive places, are to l^c determined by lor.

A fingle man is incapable of obtaining a country go-

vernment, or of holding any other lucrative employ

-

n?ent.

In the middle cf the city is crciled a larjze feat

of jullice, encompafied with iron rails, upon which

the adling prastor fits, with two members of the coun-

cil, when fentcnce of death is to be pafled on any

criminal.

The manners of this country, within thefe fifty

years, have, in many refpcifts, been greatly changed

;

inftead of the plainnefs and honeft fimplicity of their

anceitors, the love of fuperfluous expence and high

living very greatly prevails : many vices are nor,

however, fo common as in other large places, where

they arc only laughed at : and the clergy, from the

pulpit, have ftrenuoufly, and with becoming fpirit,

inveighed againft thefe crying enormities ; nor did

they even fpare a certain privy-counfellor, who, la-

bouring under a venereal complaint, fent for the ce-

lebrated Nauman from Paris to cure him.

The canton of Bern [which bilhop Burnet fays

comprehends above a third part of Switzerland] draws

confiderable advantage from the public granaries,

which are erefted both in town and country, for the

pfe of the fubjefts. The great quantity of corn con-

tinually depofited in them, not only ferves the pref-

• '
. fivsr,
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eo-

d high

;t fays

draws

naries,

"Tor the

con-

pref-

fing exigencies of a time of war, but whenever any

bad harveft happens, the rich are prevented from op-

prcfTing the poor, by raifing the price of grain. 1 he

elegant building erefted for this purpcfc in the city

of Bern, near the Dominican church, is of free-flonc,

fupported on lofty pillars ; the piazza under v/hich

might ferve for a commodious exchange. 'J'hey have

alio great revenues arifing from their fait works at

Bevieur, Roche, and Paner, in the Pais de Vaud.
In Bern, French is the general language •, but

here, as at Bafil, their pronunciation is very guttu-

ral, which renders their fpeech difagrec-able.

The large church is a beautiful ftruifture. On the

fides of the great door are ftone ftatues of the Hve wile

and five foolifh Virgins, as large as life, with the paf-

lions of joy and defpair, finely exprefled. Over the-

iloor is the laft judgment, together with fcveral or-

naments of foliages, fruits, and feftoons, all in ftone.

The fculptor has here, like the painter of the fa-

mous picture in the council- houfe at Bafil, repre-

fented the pope in hell.

After afcending two hundred and twenty-three

fteps up the tower, you arrive at a gallery, from
whence there is a charming profpe6t over the city

towards the Aar. The church ftanding high, and
the part of the city contiguous to it toward tha<- "iver

lying very low, they have found it neceflary to i\ip-

port the foundations of the tower and church, for

between fifty and eighty paces on three fides, with

a wall, ftrengthened with feveral pillars and arches.

This work is fome hundred feet in height, and the

area being filled with earth, levelled, and planted

with limes, is a moft beautiful walk; from whence
there is an enchanting profpeft over the artiiicial caf-

cade of water, made at a very great expence, for

driving the city-mills. Some pretend that this ter-

i*ace is equally elegant with that built by Solomon,
near the Temple in Jerufalem. In 1 654, one Theo-
bald Wcinzapflein, a ftudent in diviniry, being in-

toxicated
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toxicated with liquor, fell, together with his horfe,

fiom this terrace : his horfe was killed on the fpot,

but the rider had only his le^ broke-, lived thirty

years after the fall, part of which time he was a mi-

irifter in the country. The memory of this efcape

]& preferved by a German infcription placed in this

walk.

In the Dominican church is always fhewn to ft-an-

gers, a hole in the wall, through which there was a

communication between a cell of one of the monks in

tfie adjoining monaftery, and an image of the Vir-

gin in the church *, by which means the fcandalous

impofition of making the image appear to fpeak, was

carried on. The author of this fraud was condemned
and burnt at Bern, in the year 1 504, (a full account

of which may be fecn in Burnet's Travels, p. 53.;

and the convent turned into a houfe of corredion.

In thf? city library arc preferved the tent and Ibme

beautiful tapeftry belonging to Charles the Bold,

which the Swifs took in 1476, at the battle near

Morat, together with a great number of other curio-

fities and antiquities.

None are permitted to lee the arfenal without a li-

cence from a particular counfellor, who rarely grants

the favour. There are, it is faid, arms in it luffici-

ent for a hundred thoufand men •, this may be true,

provided each be contented with a fmgle weapon of

any kind ; but were they to be compleatly armed, 1

imagine, that thirty thoufand would nearly exhauft it.

Near the entrance ftands a painted wooden image of

a bear rampant, dreffed in a cuirafs, with a fword by

his fide, and by treading on a piece of wood near it,

he moves his head. In the firft long hall are depo-

fited fifty-fix pieces of cannon, feveral ftandards, and

two large horns of buffaloes, ufed.in war by the can-

ton of Uri, inftead of trumpets, and were taken from

the Roman Catholics in the year 1 712. Hard by alfo

hang the grotefque drefles of thofe who blew them.

The inhabitants of Uri, who bo^ft their defcent from
'

the



BERN. aSj

fht old Taurifci, bear a buffalo's head in their coat

of arms : and the pcrfon who blows the great horn in

time of war is called the Bull of Uri. At the end

of this hall are two large pieces of cannon, which be-

longed to Charles the Bold, together with a great

number of halters and gibbets carried by that prince

to the battle of Morat, in order to hang up the Swit-

zcrs, after defeating them.

In the upper hall arc the ftatue and arms of Berch-

told von Zahringen, the founder of the city, together

with tents for forty thoufand men, and mufkets for

forty-fix thoufand. Here are alfo three fwords, with

which the fame number of executioners have pro-

cured their difcharge-, in order to which it is re-

quifite to have beheaded a hundred and one perfons

with the fame fword ; or three perfons of the fame
family in a quarter of a year. Our guide aflured us,

in a very grave manner, that executioners of this

kind were doctors ; but at prefent they keep the fword

themfelves, paying the republic fifty ducats as aa
acknowlegement for this favour.

A wooden ftatue of the famous William Tell is

placed at the end of this hall. He is reprefented as

taking aim at an apple placed upon the head of his

little fon, who ftands oppofite to him. The hands

and eyes of this wooden ftatue are finely expreffed.

If we may judge from this piece, he was a man of an
open, honcft countenance, very tall, and large boned,

but thin. According to the faftiion of the times, one
half of his coat is red, the other yellow and black,

in long' alternate ftripes. His breeches and ftockings

are of one piece -, and an arrow is fticking in his

doublet behind his head ; the boy is reprefented fmil-

ing, as if he had nothing to apprehend on this occa<

fion. A great number of ancient arms^ fome curioufly

mounted with ivory, and belonging to the life-guards

of Charles the Bold, are depofitcd here; together

with a mulket of a new invention, having fix fcrew-

(parrels.

But
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But thefc are not the only florcs ; the caftlcs where

the country-governors refide are not only furniflied

with cannon and mufkets, but every fubjedl has his

neccflary arms. No young man is allowed to be

married before he is mafter of a fword and mufkct, of

which he muft bring a proper teflimonial to the cler-

gyman who performs the ceremony. In every diftrift

or government, a corporal and fix men continually

watch on the highcft mountain, near two large piles,

©ne confining or dry wood, and the other of ftraw
i

upon the leaTt alarm of the appearance of an enemy,

they fet fire to one of thefe piles, according as the

invafion happens, either in the day or night -, if in the

former, the ftraw, but in the latter the wood. By
this means, in an hour or two, the whole country is

in arms, the fignals being continued from one moun-
tain to another, and every one knows the place of

rendezvous. Experienced officers and foldiers are

never wanting ; the foreign fervice, from which many
are conftantly returning into their own country, af-

fording a continual fupply. The people of the coun-

try are daily exercifed : and the canton of Bern alone

has at prefent forty thoufand regular troops. But,

as I have already obferved, with refpeft to the trade

and revenue of this country, fo in military affairs the

proteftant cantons are greatly fuperior to the ca-

tholics.

At the diftance of a league from Freyburg, in a

wildernefs of woods and rocks, is a remarkable her-

mitage, confifting of a church, an oratory, a fteeple,

2 hall, a dining-room, a kitchen, chambers, flairs,

a cellar, a well, and other conveniencies, all hewn

out of a rock, even the chimney and fteeple, not-

withftanding the latter is fifty-four feet high. A
work like this cannot fail of filling the mind of every

fpedlator with aftonifhment : but when it is known
that this work was wholly performed by only one man
and a boy, the aftonilhment will be greatly increafed.

Nature indeed had provided a cryftal fpring, but the

artifl:, by means of feveral channels, conveyed the

water
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watei* from the rock into finall refervol rs •, and he alfo

fecclied from dillant parts of the mountain, earth luf-

ficient to make a Imall kitchen parden. Every one
muft be pleakd at the fight of this furprizing curio-

fity i nor ib it hardly poITible to fupprefs a figh for the

fate of its unhippy, ingenious and induftrious archi-

tedil ; who, in the year 1708, in conveying back fome
young people, who had attended the confccratiori of

his little church, was unhappily drowned in the river

Sane, which runs near this hermitage, and on which,

by the help of a fmall boat, he ufed every week to

fetch provifions,. and other necelTiries, from the

city.

A ftruAurc in fome meafure fimilar to this, we meet
with in the bifhoprick of Hcidellheim, called Lippcls-

Hole, from its firft pofleflTor. It has a well, a Itable,

a low and long entuince leading to a large room, all

hewn out of a rock, in a cavern of the mountain.

The intention of the latter was, however, quite diffe-

rent from that of the former ; Lippel ufing his as ai

place of retreat after committing murders and rob-

beries -, but it could not protedt him from falling at

laft into the hands of public jufticc.

The chapel called La Salutation, at Freyburg, me-
rits the obfervation of travellers, and the Jefus College

is looked upon as the fineft in all Switzerland. At
the diftance of fix leagues from Bern, by the nearefl

road, which leaves Freyburg on the left hand, is

Murten, which may be termed Little Bern, from the

fimilarity of the hogfes and piazzas. A quarter of a

league farther, on the right hand of the road, is a

chapel, whofe windows are fecured with iron bars, but

without any glafs. In this fmall ftru6ture are de-

pofited the bones of the Burgundians, flain in the

year 1476, and which formerly filled it to the very

roof, but are now funk to half that height. This
clecreafe is not owing entirely to the mouldering of
the bones ; the Burgundians, who travel this road,

take away many, either out of devotion, or to keep
as relics : and, what is more ftrange, fome of the

country
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country people, out of mere fimplicity, ijfe theffe

bones medicinally.

Jn feveral parts of this country, as far as Laufanne,
you frequently meet with public gibbets, with vanes,

on which are the arms of the canton, in whofe jurif-

di6bion the place is fituated.

Laufanne is fituated in a valley, but the roads fo

rocky and uneven, that the wheels ofcarriages, though
ihod with iron, are foon demolifhed. Contiguous t6

the eaft fide of the town is a very pleafant walk, with

a charming profpeft of the city and lake of Geneva^

which indeed appears to be in the neighbourhood,

but is at leaft half a league off.

[We are farther informed by Mr. Addifon, that

Laufanne was once a republic, but is now under the

canton of Bern, and like the reft of the dominions of

that canton, is governed by a bailiff fent them by the

fenate of Bern every three years. It is remarkable

that there is one ftreet in this town, in which the

people have the privilege of acquitting or condemn-

ing any one of their own body in affairs of life and

death, and as every inhabitant of this ftreet has his

vote, houfes fell better here than in any other part of

the town. They relate that not many years before a

cobler had the cafting vote for the life of a criminal^

which he gracioufly gave on the merciful fide.]

In the wall of the principal church is a fiffure,

which was formerly large enough for a man to creep

through, occafioned by an earthquake in 1634. The
celebrated old profelTor Picket ufed to fay, that he

had often laid his cloak in it, when a boy, and at

play in the church-yard with his companions. Bm
about thirty years fince it was almoft clofed again, by

another earthquake, and the fmall crack, which re-

mained, being hardly an inch in breadth, filled up
' with mortar. The tower is an elegant piece of archi-

tefture ; but by being unfortunately twice fet on fire,

the half of it only is now ftanding. A fmaller tower

of the church was alfo fet on fire, near its top, by

lightning, upon which the inhabitants very wifely dc"

termined
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termined to beat it down with a chain-fliot, in order

to fave the bbdy of the church*, fmce which a new
fpire has been raifed upon it. In the church is a
marble monument, erefted to the memory of a knight

of the Iwufe of Granfon j and another to that of
Charles duke of Schomberg, who, in the year 169J,
was killed in Piedmont. This church is on one fide

furrounded with a walled terrace or walk, lilce tiiat at

Bern -, the latter has indeed a much higher wall, but

the former greatly excels it in its inchanting prolpcA
of the lake, and level country about Geneva. Indeed

this whole country is fo fituated, as at once to charm
the eye with its pleafing profpeds, and the mind, by
the liberty enjoyed by the inhabitants. In fliort, the

charmmg contraft of hills and vallies, corn-fields,

meadows, vineyards, and woods j together with the

vicinity of the lake, and its mild government, draws
perfons of all ranks and countries to the Pais dc
Vaud ; fome indeed fpend only the fummer and au-

tumn there ; but others piirchafe eftates, and become
conftant inhabitants of this delightful country.

Hither perfons of diftinftion trom Geneva, and the

canton of Bern, men of fenfe and knowlege in every

branch of fcience, gentlemen who have travelled, ex-

perienced merchants, and other perfons of various con-

ditions, refort, as a kind of afylum, or refuge from
the perfecution of ecclefiaftical and civil tyranny ; and
affording the belt opportunities for improvement, and
fpending the time in the moft agreeable company.
Even ftatefmen of the greateft talents, who have con-

duced the affairs of their country in the moft eminent
courts of Europe, with applaufe, have chofen this

country for the place of their retreat : and by con-

verfing with perfons of literary merit, find that fatif-

faiflion and real pleafurc which they formerly fought
in vain, amidft the tumults of a court, and the cm-
harrafTments of a confpicuous ftation.

The diftance bC'veen Laufanne and RoUe, by the
road of Morge, is reckoned five leagues, or five hours

journey, but it may be very well performed in four.

Aubonnc
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Aubonne, fituated on the right, is at prefent a terri-

tory belonging to the canton of Bern, but was for-

merly a feigniory appertaining to the marquis Du
Quefne, which he bought of Joh. Tavernier, the fo

much celebrated traveller, and afterward fold it to

Bern. Tavernier, on being raifed to the honour of

nobility by the king of France, purchafed this feigni-

ority with a view of fpending here the remainder of

his life : but fending a relation of his to the Eaft In-

dies, with a rich cargo, which coft him two hundred

and twenty thoufand French livres, and which mull

infallibly have produced him a million in return, had

the voyage been profperous, and his relation honeft;

but this not being the cafe, his relation embezzled the

cargo, wiiich fo greatly involved him in debt, that

he was obliged to fell his whole eftate, and end his

days in poverty and want. The marquis du Qiiefne

was the eldeft fon to the famous admiral Abraham
du Quefne, the only perfon then in France capable of

oppoling Ruyter, the Dutch admiral. It :3 com-

monly reported, that thefe maritime heroes had fo

high an efbeem for each other, and under fuch appre-

henfions of lofing the honour they had gained before,

that they continually endeavoured to avoid each

other, and even fent private intelligence what courfe

each of tlunn intended to fteer: till at laftdu Quefne

being p'-jvented, by contrary winds, from continuing

the courfe he had fignified to Ruyter, it happened

that, contrary to both their inclinations, they fell in

with each oth-r, near Meffina, and were under a

neceflity of engaging. It is added that, from a falle

motion made by the Dutch admiral's fliip, du Quefne

concluded that Ruyter commanded no longer; and

immediately encouraged his men, afluring them

Ruyter was dead. In this he wa&, however, mif-

taken, for Ruyter lived feveral days after receiving.

the wound.
Du Qiiefne never abandoned the proteftant reli-

gion. /\nd, in his advanced age, when Lewis XI V.

endeavoured to prevail upon him> to embrace the

::,
* ' "Roman
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ftoman catholic religion, he frankly anfwered, Sire^

'fat rendu afses long temps h defar, ce que eft du a
C^far i il eft temps que je rende aujji a Dieu ce qui lui

tft dit "I have, Sire, for a confiderable time,
" rendered to Caefar, the things that are Csefar's;

*' and it is now high time for me to render to God,
" the things that ire his." This reply, the king fo

little underftood, that, turning to thofe about him,
he faid, Eft ce que la tete tourne a cette homme?
veut il fervir Vempereur? " Is the man deprived of
" his ferifcs ? does he intend to ferve the emperor?'*

When the edid of Nantz was repealed, he was the

only perfon fuffered to enjoy his religion, without

quitting his country ; the crown of France perceiv-

ing that his prefence was abfolutely neceffary at that

time. The heart of this celebrated admiral lies in-

terred in the church of Aubonne, with a pompous
marble monument, erefted to his memory by his

fon. The fpirit of perfecution would not admit that

the whole remains of this great man fhould be carried

out of France. '^ r
»

Whenever a foreigner intends to flay any time in

the towns belonging to thefe dittrids, an officer of
the place immediately waits on him, in the nanxe of
the govetTior, with a prefent of wine, for which the

bearer of the meffage is generally difmifled with a

piece of money.
From the fea, the Pais de Vaud appears like a

jjleafant amphitheatre, where the eminences rife gra-

dually to the eye. By land the road from Laufanne
to Genoa, is a pleafant day*s journey ; and the terri-

tory of Savoy directly facing it, is not without its

beauties.

The river Rhone difembogues itfelf nearVilleneuve

into the Leman, or Geneva lake. This lake is eight-

German miles in length, but, if meafured along its

winding banks, it is near ten. The (horteft fide

is that toward Savoy, which, with its meanders in-

cluded, is not above feven fuch miles. Its greateft

breadth is near Rolle, where it is about five leagues.

Vol. IV. U It
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It is as rarely frozen as the Bodenfee : there was how*,

ever an inftance of it in the year 1572. The abun-

dance of fi(h formerly in this lake, has fufFered fome

diminution •, ef{)ecially within thefe forty or fifty years

part, by a fpecies of ravenous fifti, unknown here

before that time. The natives call them moutela;

but whether they came into this lake from thofe of

Neufchatel or Yverdun (which laft, by means of a

canal, and the little river La Venoge, has a commu-
nication with the lake of Geneva) or from a large

pond in the neighbourhood of La Venoge, through

a fubterraneous paflage, or from fome inundation, is

uncertain. Trouts were formerly taken in this lake,

weighing between fifty and fixty pounds ; but at pre-

fent, the largeft do not exceed twenty or thirty. I

have often wondered that there are here no gondolas

or pleafure-boats, for taking the air on the water

;

but this, in all probability, proceeds from the well

Regulated police, and the ftri£t precaution they take

to cut off all incentives to unnecefTary and exorbitant

expences* In the lake, not far from Geneva, is a

large ftone, near the bafis of which is a capacious ca-

vity. They call it k Pierre de Neiton, Neiton's

ftone i a name given to the Neptune of the antient

Celtse and Gauls. That it was ufed as an altar for

facrifices, is apparent from feveral utenfils forfuch

purpofes being found in its cavity about fifty years

ago.

The Rhone, near its mouth, forms an ifland, upon

which, and the banks on both fides, the city of Ge-

neva is fituated in latitude 46^ \^ norths That part

of the city on the right hand, called St. Gervais, from

a church of that name, is far inferior both with re-

gard to extent, and the beauty of the ftruftures, to

that on the rifing ground to the left hand of the river.

In general, however, great iiiiprovements have been

made in the city, and every day, during thefe twenty

years paft, has increafed its luftre. The new and

cxtenfive fortifications, now erecting, have drawn

hither great mimber« of raafons and other artificers;

but
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but as various methods have been difcovered of pro-

curing excellent materials for building at a very cheap

rate, the conftant works carrying on, inftead of in-

creafing, had reduced the private buildings.

[Our countryman Mr. Addifon gives a defcriptioa

of the fituation of Geneva and its lake, to the fol-

lowing efFed.

The greateft part of the city of Geneva is fituated

on a hill, and has its view bounded on all fides by
feveral ranges of mountains ; but thefe are at fo great

a diftance, that they leave open a furprizing variety

of beautiful profpeds; and from their fituation cover

the country they inclofe from all winds, except the

fouth and north; and to the laft of thefe winds the

inhabitants of this city afcribe the healthfulnefs of

the air. For as the Alps furround the city on all

fides, forming a vaft bafon, within which is a well
•

watered country, there would here be a conftant ftagf

nation of vapours, did not the north winds put them
in motion, and fcatter them from time to time.

From this fituation the fun riles later at Geneva, and
fets fooner, than in other places of the fame latitude;

and the tops of the neighbouring mountains are co-

vered with light, above half an hour after the fun is

down at Geneva. Thefe mountains alfo much in-

creafe the heats of fummer, and form an horizon tliat

has fomething in it very fingular and agreeable. On
the one hand, a long range of hills diftinguilhed by
the name of mount Jura, is covered with pafture and
vineyards; and on the other, huge precipices formed
of naked rocks rife in a thoufand odd figures, and
being cleft in fome places, difcover high mountains

of fnow, at the diftance of feveral leagues behind

them. To the fouthward the hills rifing more infen-

fibly, leave the eye a vaft uninterrupted prolped

;

but the mod beautiful view is that of the lake, and
its borders, that lie north of the town.

This lake refembles the fea, both in the colour of

its waters, in the ftorms that are raifed on it, and in

the ravages it makes on the banks. It alfo receives

U 2 different
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different names from the coafts it wafhes, and has in

fummer fomethiiig like the ebbing and flowing of the

tide, occafioned by the melting of the fnows^ that

fall more copioufly into it at noon, than at other

times of the day. It has five different ftates bordering

on it France, the dutchy of Savoy, the canton of Bern,

the bifhoprick of Sion, and the republic of Geneva.

. I made a little voyage fays Mr. Addifon, round

the lake, and touched at the feveral towns on its

coafts, which, though the wind was all the way pretty

fair, took up near five days. The right fide of the

lake from Geneva belongs to the dutchy of Savoy,

and is extremely well cultivated. The greateft en-

tertainment in coafting it, was from the feveral pro-

fpefts of woods, meado>ys, vineyards and corn fields,

which lie on its borders, and run up all the fides of

the Alpsi where the barrennefs of the rocks, or the

fteepnefs of the afcent will pei mit. The wine on this

fide of the lake is, however, much inferior to that

on the other, on account of the vineyards being Icfs

cxpofed to the fun.

The lake on its approaching Geneva gradually de-

creafes in breadth, till at laft it changes its name

into that of the Rhone, which turns all the mills in

the town ; and notwithftanding its being very deep,

is extremely rapid It rifes in the very midft of the

Alps, and has a long valley that appears as if hewn

out on purpofe to give a paflTage to its waters, from

its numerous rocks and mountains that are on all

fides. This brings it almoft on a diredt line to Ge-

neva, where it would overflow all the country, were

there not one particular clift that divides' a vail

circuit of mountains, and conveys it to Lyons.

From Lyons there is another great rent, which runs

acrofs the whole country, in almoft another fl:raight

line; and notwithftanding the vaft height of the

mountains that rife about it, gives it the fliortell

courfe it could take, to fall into the Tea.]

In the lower part of the town are feveral ftreets,

having a kind of arched walks or piazzas, where a

4 perfon
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pcrfon may be flieltered from rain; but they are

higher, and projedl farther than thofe at Bern. Such
conveniencies are very neceflary in a city like this,

where no coaches can be procured.

The church of St. Peter, is the principal flrudure,

dedicated to religion, in the whole city. It has a

monument erefted to the memory of Henry duke of

Rohan. In this, and molt other churches here, Calvi- ^

nifts,or reformed minifters perform the facred offices

in French. The families which formerly fled hither

from It ily, maintain an Italian church for themfdves,

and for fuch as may ftill be obliged to quit that'

country on account of religion. The German Cal-

vinifts have alfo their own reformed minifter. Luthe-
rans have for thefe twenty or thirty years pift, been
permitted to keep a paftor of their own -, but at pre-

fent their congregation is but fmall; the minifter's-

wife is the only woman they have among them. The

'

members of this fociety are protedted by the duke of
Saxe-Gotha, who nominates their preacher. Near
the entrance into the council-houfe, are fome in-

fcriptions relative to the reformation of this church,

in the year 1535; fome in commemoration of the al-

liance entered into between the cantons of Bern and ^.

Zurich in 11 84; and others relating to the attempt

of the Savoyards to furprize the city, which proved
abortive. The ftairs, or afcent to the council-houfe,

is without any fteps, being only a pavement compofed
of fmall pebbles, as the moft commodious for per- .

fons either to afcend or defcend.

In the armoury are (hewn the ladders, a loaded

petard, and other implements, provided by the Sa-

voyards for the famous efcalade of the city, which
was intended to have been executed by night, in the .

year 1602.

The city has but a fmall extent of territory belong-
ing to it J fo that the quantity of grain produced is

far from being fufficient for the confumption of the

inhabitants. The republic thereby well kno\Ying,

that the importation of it from the neighbouring

U 3 countries.
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countries, might be prevented cither by a bad harveft,

infeftious diftempers, or war; they wifely ereAed, as

a fecurity againft a famine or fcarcity, large granaries

at the public expence : in thefe are continually hoard-

ed up about ninety thoufand centers or quintals of

grain -, a quantity reckoned fufficient to fupply the

inhabitants two years. But no pcrfon is under any

neceQlty of purchafing corn from thefe magazines, as

is cuftomary at Rome, where every one muft buy it

from the pope's ftorc-houfes, at an exorbitant price

;

while, at the fame lime, thofe who fell corn, are ob-

liged to deliver it at a very low rate. The bakers,

inn-keepers, garrifon and artificers, employed by the

city, are indeed obliged to buy corn from the ma-

gazines belonging to the republic. The annual con-

fumption amounts to about fixteen thoufand quintals,

and is produdive of two advantages ; a fmall profit

arifing from the inconfiderable advance of the price

;

and a circulation of the corn every fix years, fo that a

frefh ftock is brought into the granaries.

The juriidi<^ion \vas from time immemorial lodged

in the people, confiding of about 1500 burghers; the

chiefs of which form the four fyndics, who, with

twenty-one counfellors, compofc the fupreme judi-

cature of twenty-five i in which two perfons of the

fame family can never fit at the fame time as' mem-
bers. Next to this is the feverer council of fixty, and

after them the grand council of two hundred.

The republic, for the maintenance of credit, has

ena6led a particular law, by which a fon who refufes

to pay his father's debts, is rendered incapable of any

office in the ftate. With regard to matrimonial con-

trails, there are alfo fome Angular regulations in

Geneva. No marriages are permitted where either

party profefles any other than the proteftant religion.

All previous promifes, obligations, and contrad:s,

between a Calvin ift and a Roman catholic, are not

only declared null and void, but alfo the promoters,

and the confenting parties are liable to be punilhed

according to the nature and circumftances of the

offence.



geneva; ^95

offence. A woman of forty years of age muft not

rparry a man lefs than thirty •, if Ihe exceed forty,

her hufband muft at leaft be thirty-five. Nor muft

a man above fixty, marry a woman who is not at

leaft thirty. A widow muft not alter her condition

in lefs than fix months after her huft)and's deceafe.

The man is under no particular limitation with re-

gard to time, but enjoined by the laws not to conneft

a new engagement too foon, with this remarkable

addition, not to be met with in any former laws •,

tanf pour obvier aufcandale^ que pour tncntrer, qu*il a

fenti la main Dieu. *' Not only to prevent fcandal,
'" but to ihew that he hath felt the hand of the
« Almighty."

A particular chamber is appointed for the fuppref-

fion of luxury, and the maintenance of a well regu-

lated police. And I cannot help remarking, that

they have here difcovered an uncommon revenue,

arifing to the city from the dirt gathered in the

ftreets : whereas, in other places, they are paid for

carrying it away. Qne perfon has the fole right of

removing this foil, which proves excellent manure for

the adjacent lands, and pays annually to the city for

this privilege, eight hundred Geneva livrcs.

The French proteftants, who were obliged to qu't

their country, on account of their religion, have fup-

plied Geneva with excellent workmen and artificers,

in almoft every branch of trade : fo that, at prefent,

here are reckoned upward of three hundred, employ-

ed in the watch- trade, and its feveral branches. Nor
are ihe watches tirade here, inferior in beauty to

thofe of England. The filver watches fell here for

thirty Rhenifh guilders, and thofe of gold, and chaf-^

ed, for fifty rix-doUars.

The library belonging to the city is well furnillicd

with excellent books, and has a curious colledion of

medals and petrifadions. The principal manufcripts

are, an old copy of Terence, the four gofpels, writ-

ten in the ninth century, and an entire Latin bible,

in a large folio. This manufcript has that pafTage in

P 4 ' ^^'
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St. John's epiftle about tbe three whq bear record ii^

heaven, only the verfes are traifpored •, and the title;

of the epiftle runs ad Spartos^ of which Tome make
ad Sparfos^ or difperfo^ Fideles, agreeing with the ufual

title of catholic j but others read ad ParthoSy becaufc

St. Auguftinc, under this name, (quotes fomc places

pf St. John*s firft epiftle.

In the mufeum, are many other pieces of aptiquity,

fome large Roman amphorae, or pitchers, with nar-

row necks; the image of an antient Gaulifh prieft, ip

bronze, with a cann in his right-hand •, a large table,

having in the center of it a piece of Florentine marble,

two feet in length, and one in JDreadth, reprefenting

in the moft beautiful manner, a perfpedtive view of

the country, with the demolifhed fortifications of a

fity, and an olcj caftle ftanding on an eminence.

Every perfon is allowed free accefs to this library,

fome hours in a week ; nor do they refufe to lend the

books on certain conditions.

I was favoured at the houfe of Mr. LuUin, the mi-

pifter, with a fight of St. Jerom's fermons, wrote in

Latin, on the Egyptian papyrus, or a kind of paper

made from the bark of trees -, and Montfaucon, by

a writing under his own hand, prefixed to the manu-

fcript, declares it to have been written in the fixth or

feventh century,

The kings of France and England are <:onftantly

mentioned in their public prayers. The clergy of

Geneva, whether we confider their chrilHan deport-

ment, or pacific temper, may be a pattern to many
others of the fame communion, who diflfer from them

in points of dodtrine. Both the clergy and laity arc

unwilling to enter into any difcourfe about the pro-

ceedings againft Servetus, and earnestly defire, that

the whole tranfa(ftion may be buried in eternal obli-

It muft indeed be acknowleged, that the manvion.

fier of proceeding againft Servetus, however perverfe

and pertinacious his fpirit might have beep, cannot

be juftificd on the genuine principles of the proteftant

l^cligion. The place where Servetus was burnt, is a

'
•

' ^

ftiort
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ftiort half league from the city, over delightflil mca-
jdows, and the walk to it is called Plainpalais; where,

pn a f;nall eminence, was formerly a ftone monu-^

ment, with an infcription; but fome years fince fe-

cretly taken away.

It would be an injuftice to the republic not to ob-

ferve that the icandalous and abfurd proceflVs with re-

card to indidments and fentences againft witches and
forcerers, one of the relics of popery, were much
fooner exploded here, than in feveral other countries,

where the proteftant religion is profeffed •, none hav-

ing fuffered fince the year 1 605. Nor are thofe ridi-

culous ftories, fo common in other countries, belie vred

or even related here.

On the Plainpalais, near the gate where the Savo-

yards attempted to furprize the city, in the year 1 602,
is the common burying-ground for the ufe of the

city; fo^ne few families are indeed interred in the

church of St. Gervais, fituated in the fuburbs, and
aniong the reft, the remains of Beza. All allow that

Calvift is buried in the church-yard on the Plain-

palais J but the Genevefe, to Ihew their deteftation

6f fedarifm, will neither mention him, nor give any
information concerning the place where his remains

are depofited. The celebrated preacher, M. Galliton,

informed me, that once a Scots prefbyterian came to

him, and earneftly defired to fee Calvin's grave. But
he affured him he did not know himfelf where it

was. This reply furprifing the Scotchman, Galliton

added, that it had been long fince forgot ; though
they always expeded, that a fuperftitious prefbyterian

would one day make more inquiry about it than

the thing defcrved. The Lutheran minifter, how-
ever, Ihewed me, on the right hand, as one enters

the church-yard, a mark in the wall of the peft-houfe,

which ftands in the middle-, and oppofite to this, at

the diftance of fome few paces, the body of Calvin
is interred. He added, that fome time after, one
Reuber, a Lutheran clergyman, was alio buried there,

contiguous to Calvin.

About
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About fcvcn long leagues from Geneva, between

Fort Eclufc and Mount Credo, the Rhone totallyi

lofcs itfelfunder ground. The road thither is troublc-

fome ; but lefs fo to thofe who travel on horfcback,

than to thofe who peiform it in any other manner.
Fort Eclufe is fituated on a rock, at the foot ofwhich
the river directs its courfe : and as this is the only

road to Lyons, traveUeis are ftri6lly examined at this

place. After fomc gentle falls, the river difappears

at once, direding its courfe under ground, lo that

one may ford it over. When the water is low, the

opening in the earth is vifiblc, but intirely covered

when the floods are out. Betwixt eighty and a hun-
dred paces from this place, are feveral fprings and
whirl-pools, and foon after this, almoft half the river

appears, but the other half ftill fk)ws in its fubterra-

nean channel.

All young pericns fhould vifit Geneva before

France, as they cannot fail of reaping confiderable

advantage from the converfation of fo many perlbns

of diflinguifhed abilities both among the clergy and

laity •, many of whom hold aflemblies feveral times in

a week, v;here the difcourfe turns on the fciences;

nor is it any difficulty for ftrangers to procure admit-

tance. Ail opportunities and incentives to a licen-

tious way of lite are reflraincd, and as much as pof-

fible, fupprefled by their police; not a theatre is

permitted among them. Several languages are fpokc

here, particularly the French ; and thofe who are

defirous of arriving at perfedion in the academical

exercifes, will here find opportunities fufficient for

that purpofe. The fcholars ride four or five times a

week, at the riding fchool; and the firft month's

expences are five piftoles, but the fucceeding, toge-

ther with gratuities, amount to only four. Thofe

who teach the languages, and other branches of lite-

rature, charge a piltole a month, or for fixteen

leflbns : and at fome profellbrs houfes you have an

opportunity of boarding, for which, with lodging,

fire and candle included, you pay about forty Rheoijx

guilders
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guilders a month. Greater improvement may be
reaped at Geneva, from the converfacion of the la-

dies, than in any other place. Their manners are

free and open like the French -, but being ftren^then-

ed by a virtuous education, the rxhr^rtations ot their

clergy, the falutary laws of their police, and at thr

fame time not expofcd (> examples of immorality and
licentioufnefs ; they habitually contract an irreproach-

able virtue: fo that (hould any one, from the free-

dom of their behaviour, conclude that litde trouble

would be fufficient to contra6t an immodeft familiari-

ty, he would find himfclf wretchedly miftaken; where-

as the French ladies, efpecially the Parifians, are very-

free, and at the fame time poflTeired but of little

virtue.

Almoft the only method of travelling from Geneva
to Italy, is in a kind of fedan, or poft-chaife, half

covered at top, large enough to hold two pcrfons,

and room behind for two trunks. It has only two
wheels, is drawn by two horfes, one of which goes

between the fliafts, and bears the greatcft part or the

burden. It is commonly faid, that in order to have

a good chaife, the (hafts ihould be made at Venice,

the wheels at Geneva, and the iron-work at Milan.

You cannot travel in four-wheeled carriages through

Savoy, without a great deal of trouble, on account

of the rocks, and the narrow and fliort turnings often

met with in the mountains. As there are frequent

opportunities at Geneva of return chaifes for Turin,

the whole expence for the carriage, living on the road,

the charges of a mule and fervant to attend it over

mount Senis, will not amount to more than eight or

nine piftoles : but it will be necefiary to agree for eat-

ing and lodging together, as the inn-keepers are very

apttoimpofe upon ftrangers-, poftboys know both
the price of wines and provifions ; and the landlords

are willing to oblige them on account of their con-

ftant cuftom. This caution is unneceffary in other

parts of Italy ; it being fufficient to tell your hoft, that

you will eat al pafta^ or at the ordinary, which cofts

each
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each perfon thirty Piedmontefo fols, or three paoli,

and at fupper for bed and chamber forty fols, or four

paoli i and for a fervant half that fum. If a man
would live al contOy or befpeak any thing for him-
felf, he feldom fares better, notwithftarding the inn-

keeper charges what he pleafes. The ufual enter-

tainment in Savoy is the fame as in Italy, and com-
monly confifts of a foup, boiled or roafted pullets,

pigeons, chefnuts, butter, cheefe, and fome fruit.

On faft-days the ordinary is very indifferent, old falt-

filh being one of the principal difhes. The Savoyard

wine is of a dark red colour, and has fome roughnefs

on the palate. There is, indeed, a fweet wine, call-

ed vini amabili', but lefs wholfome than the vin^

brufco.

You cannot well travel from Geneva to Turin in

lefs than fix or feven days. The river Arve runs at

about the diftance of a quarter of a league from the

former, and is on that fide the boundaries between

the republic of Genoa, and the dutchy of Savoy.

After pafling this river, every thing which a traveller

is defirous of not having frequently fearched, is fealed

at a Savoy cnftom-houfe, and a certificate given, that

they have examined it at Novalefe.

The prodigious mountains called Montagnes mau-

dites, *' the curfed or infamous mountains," and

nearer Anecy, the GlaciereSy *' or ice houfes," you

leave on your left hand. They are fituated at

about three days journey from Geneva, and being

perpetually covered with fnow and ice, the fearching

for rock cryllal in their clefts, is always dangerous and

often fatal.

In thefe mountains, particularly thofe of Faucigny,

are the fources of the river Arve, which, at about a

mufl<et-lhot from the city of Geneva, falls into the

Rhone ; and, according to the diverfity of feafons,

either fwells or finks very fuddenly. Some particles

of gold are found in the fand •, but not in quantities

fufficient to compenfate the tedious talk of coUeding

it; no perlbn being able to earn above a quarter of

a dollar
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a dollar in a day. In the adjacent villages it is rare

to meet with any, except women, throughout the

year. The men, efpecially thofe that are young,

being fcarcely two months of the year at home, the

poverty of their native country obliging them to feek

their bread in foreign countries, by fweeping chim-

nies, carrying about marmottes, and the like: but

they never fail to bring home part of the little they

procure, to maintain their families. And as the men
both fet out and return at one particular feafon ; the

women commonly lie-in about the fame time. At
Marlie, a quarter of a league from Geneva, I obferv-

ed the firft paper windows fo common in Italy, and

even fometimes in the palaces of the great ; but can-

not recommend them as ornamental. The paper is

foaked in oil, in order to render it more tranfparenr,

and, at the fame time, to keep out the external

air, which, in feveral places, efpecially in the night-

time, is very unwholefome. The dearnefs of glafs

may be one reafon why paper windows are fo com-
mon in Italy ; to which muft be added the above-

mentioned property of keeping out the external air,
j

and its not refrafting the fun-beams ; for in a hot

fummer the refradtion of the fun beams through

glafs, would render the rooms infupportably hot.

Rumelie is fituated a quarter of a league from^

Marlie ; about half way, on the left hand, are high

mountains, covered with fnow, and at a fmall dif-

tance Anecy, an epifcopal fee, fituated on a beautiful

lake. This place affords a moft delightfiil refidence

;

both on account of the many elegant profpedts that

furround it, and the good company to be met with

in it. French is univerfally fpoken in Savoy j and

from that language they have taken moft part of the

names of towns and villages ; but the difpofition and
temper of the nation, are more of a German turn,

diftinguilhing themfelves from their neighbours, who
inhabit the fouthern and weitern diftridls, by what

they call the old German honefty. This, in all pro-

bability, is greatly promoted by the poverty of the

mountainous
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mountainous part of the country, where a peafanf

poflefTed of a pair of oxen, two horfes, four cows, a

few goats and fhcep, with a fmall fpot of cultivated

land, is efteemed a man of fubftance. It therefore

is no wonder, that they fend their children abroad, in

order to get their livelihood, by fhewing marmottes,

cleaning of fhoes, fweeping chimnies, or the like.

They fay, there are about eighteen thoufand Savoy-

ards, young and old, at Paris. Among thefe, the

boys clean fhoes, and during winter, between forty

and fixty of them lodge together in one room •, but

in fummer, the ftones at the threlholds of houfes,

ferve them for pillows. They are, however, not-

withftanding their poverty, fo honeft, that you may
truft them to change gold. If they are even fortu-

nate enough to procure a fufficicncy for opening a

•little (hop, they are fuch confummate matters of ceco-

nomy, that they fcarce once fail of acquiring a confi-

derable fortune. The rich banker and financier,

Croizat, whofe daughter married count d'Evereux of

the houfe of Bouillon, was originally one of thefe

Savoyard boys. The love of their native country is,

how«ver, often fo prevalent, that when they have

amafled fome money, they return home. Once a year

an old man goes through all the villages, and gathers

all the lads together, fo that in fome refpefl, he may
be compared to the rat-catcher of Hamel. Fre-

quently the children committed to his care, are fo

little, that they are carried off in bafl^ets. This man
alfo brings letters from the Savoyards at Paris, Lyons,

and other places, to their parents, relations and

friends ; and fomecimes, likevvife, a litde money,

needles, and the like trifling prefents ; which encou-

rages the old people at home to entrull him with

new colonies •, and he himfelf reaps fome profit from

thefe emigratory travels, efpecially while he continues

in Savoy, where he has every thing provided for him,

without any expence.

Three leagues from Rumeli (lands the city of Aix,

very famous for its hot baths, which are free to all,

; only
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tnly paying the attendant or rubber a trifle of money,
to which office a certain number of perfons arc aj>-

pointed. The lowed bath has a fulphureous fmell,

and ifTues from a very plentiful fpring. The upper
has no fmell, and madame Royale ordered a large

open bath to be built a little below it ; but this is

already difufed. No fifh or other animal will live

in thefe hot waters. But, when ftrangers come to

fee this bath, it is cuftomary for little dirty fwarthy

boys to fwim about in it, and dive under the water

like fo many frogs, in hopes of acquiring a little

money, as a rewarti for their dexterity.

Chamberry, the capital of Savoy, lies about two
leagues, or two hours journey, on the other fide of
Aix, in a charming valley. It is pretty large, but
affords little remarkable to gratify a traveller's curio-

fity, except the fountains in the market-place, where
four dogs fpout the water out of their mouths, may
be called a curious piece. The chapel belonging to

the palace, dedicated to St. Michael, has a beautiful

front, enriched with elegant ftatues and grand pillars.

Three leagues from Chamberry lies mount Meiian,

formeHy fo famous for its fortifications, but which are

at prefent entirely demoliflied ; and three leagues far-

ther is Aigues-belles, about half a league from which
begins a narrow valley, extending to mount Senis.

La Chambre is four miles further. A little before

you reach St. Jean de Morcienne, two leagues diftant

from La Chambre, they have mended the rough and
ftony roads, and built a large, high, and paved ftone

bridge over a narrow valley •, but amidft thefe tre-

mendous mountains refembling thofe of Tirol, both
with regard to height, and their fummits being

immerfed in clouds, the roads are far worfe than

thofe of Tirol. We paflfed a river betwixt five and
fix times in one day, travelling fometimes on this,

and fometimes on that fide of the valley, over craggy

rocks, which about a quarter of a league on this Tide

of St. Michael, are remarkably fteep and narrow.

Thefe high rocks do not, like others, confift of one

hard
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hard ftone, but of feveral huge mafles; not conned-
ed with one another, but heaped confufedly together.

So that, in rainy and ftormy weather, they are eafily

feparated, arid large mafles often tumble into the

road, fomc veftiges of which I have feeii ; and once a
whole waggon was crulhed and buried under a dis-

ruption or this kind. They incommode the way fo,

that one is obliged to travel on the other fide. And
the poft-boy, who generally travels this road every

•week, aflured us, that it was only a few weeks Cnce
that they were rolled a^ay. As foon as the valley

begins to augment in breadth, we me^t with fmall

vineyards, fupported with a dry ftone wall, refembling

a breaft-work.

Near St. Michael, on the right, are fome moun-
tains, which make a very beautiful appearance, be-

ing extremely lofty, and covered with paftures and

arable fields to the borders of the fnow. But being

inacceffible to carriages, the manure is carried to

them by women and affes. The wine produced on

fuch a barren and craggy foil, cannot be expedted to

be the moft excellent in the world j but that of Mont
Melian is efteemed the beft in the country.

There is very good accommodation in a fpacious

inn at St. Michael's, ftanding by the road-fide ; it for-

merly belonged to a nobleman, but he was at lafl:

obliged to abandon it, on account of the great ex-

pence of procuring water. Over the doors of the

chambers, are ftill fome excellent moral infcriptidns

in Latin. And it would be no difagreeable amufe-

ment to travellers, if all inns were furnifhcd with

fomething of the fame kind, which could not fail of

. entertaining travellers very agreeably, when obliged

to wait for their meals being got ready, or for the

baiting of their horfes. But with regard to the fallies

of fancy, commonly wrought by young perfons upon

window-panes, they are generally either trifling or vi-

, cious.

The continual catarafts or falls of water, and the

. rapidity of the Arc, are fufficient demonftrations,

'ij)atthe land is greatly elevated; but its acclivity ftill

•
' . , continues
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Continues to the very foot of mount Senis. The
i^rhite froth, and green tinfture of the waters, form a

Ver^' beautiful contraft •, and the cafcades which it

forms over the huge rocks fallen down from both

iides of the mountains, are often as elegant as thofe

made by art: befide, the numerous firings and
ftreams which tumble down the mountain, greatly in-

treafe, by their luftre and confufed murmur, the

bleafure of this romantic fcene. But, on the other

hand, the road is every where fo narrow, and in fome
places fo fteep, that the moft fecure \^ay is to alight,

&nd walk oil foot. A little on this fide of St. Andre,

the road paflfes over a rifing ground, where, in fomei

places, it is fupported by a breaftwork, arid others by
ivoodeh rails, but not of ftrength fufficient for the

purpofe -, fo that this place nearly refembles the pafs

hear Cifmone, In the Lower Tirol. What increare.s

the terrible afped of the road is, the high impending

rocks, from whence diflfevered pieces threaten every

riioment to follow thofe fragments which have already

rendered tht road fo difficult to travellers.

Modane, St.Andre,Termigrton, and Lanebourg, are

but mean places. At the lift of thefe, meafures ard

taken for croffing mbunt Senis : and as five hours are

requifite to accomplilh this journey, a traveller Ihould

be careful to fet out early in the morning, or at

lead before noon j for the night will be very uncom-
fortable, if any accident Ihould oblige him to put

tip On the mountain, at La Ramafle, or La Grande
Croix: At Laiiebourg, one takes a mule to La
Grande Croix, where the baggage and chaifes are

taken to pieces, and carried over the mountains upon
hitiles and affes. The vetturrini, or carriers, have

chaifes on each fide of the mountains, fo that they

have no occafion of being at the expence, or trouble,

of taking them to pieces. The horfes which they

take with them, by frequently going over this

road, become as w^U acquainted With it as thofe be-

longing to the natives j ib that between Lanebourg
and Novalefe, you may fafely kt them go as they

Vol. IV. X . pkafe.
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pleafe. From La Grande Croix, to Novalefe, travel-

lers take the carriers they hire^l at Lanebourg. In

travelling from Piedmont, the journey is perrormed"-

on mules, from Novalefe over the fteep mountain,

till one comes to La Grande Croix, and alfo over the

plain to La Ramaffe, where the Novalefe carriers take

up and forward the travellers to Lanebourg. In go-

ing down the mountain, mules are not fo kcure from

flipping, nor does one fit fo well upon them as in

going up-, for which reafon, it is neceflary to be

carried by men. In the inn at Chamberry I met with

a learned Francifcan, from Turin, who made it a

point of confcience not to be carried by men, aflert-

ing, that in his opinion, it was a violation of that

equality, nature had. placed between all the human
fpecies, and which ftiould, as far as poflible, be main-

tained. Accordingly, he travelled from Ramafle to

Lanebourg on footi but aflured me, that he would

not for the future regard fuch fcruples, as the prodi-

gious fteepnefs of the mountain often put him to the

greateft difficulty of keeping himfelf from falling.

Lanebourg is fituated in fuch a manner among the

mountains, particularly mount Senis, which lies fo

near it on the eafl and fouth; that the inhabitants

never fee the fun from the end of November till the

1 7th of January : at which time he makes his firft ap-

pearance over the fummits of the mountains. On
the left hand near Lanebourg, is Bonaife, a very

high mountain, whofe top is entirely covered with

fnow, and where they hunt the chamois, during

the fummer feafon. From Lanebourg to the top of

mount Senis, is reckoned a league, but you cannot

reach it in lefs than an hour. From thence it is two

leagues, over a plain, to La Grande Croix, and re-

quires upwards of an hour and a half. Then you

have two leagues farther, on a declivityi one^fwhich
brings you to Fertiere, and the other to Novalefe.

In winter, when the fnow lies on the grouiid, the

plain on the fummit of mount Senis ispafTedin fledges

5 drawn
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drawn by a horfc and mule. The declivity from
La Grande Croix to Novalefe, you pafs in all fcafons

in chairs; the huge ftones, crooked ways full of
pits, and dangerous precipices, not admitting fledges.

But you may pafs the defcent from mount Senis to

Lanebourg, during the winter, in another manner.

At the beginning of the declivity, (lands a houfe

tailed La Ramafle, Where, being placed in a fledge,

you defcend to Lanebourg in feven or eight minutes

;

but with fuch rapidity, that it is with difficulty you
can keep your breath. Thefe fledges contain only

two perfons, the traveller and guide, who fits for-

ward, and fteers with a ftalF. On each fide of him
he has an iron chain, wliich he drops like an anchor,

whenever he is defirous either to moderate or flop

the motion of the fledge. This, as well as the car-

rying in chairs, they call Ramajfer les gens, oiler a Ra-r

majfer. Some travellers, efpecially the Englifli and
Germans, are fo pleafed with this rapid defcent, that

they take mules from Lanebourg, and ride up again

to La Ramafle, in order once more to enjoy the plea-

fure of fuch a quick defcent. The horfe road from
Lanebourg, up the mountain, is in a continual wind-

ing courfe; which the mules and afles are fo far from
mifling, that they know how to pick out the beft

track, and avoid the ftones*, fo that the rider majr

truft himfelf to them without any danger.

From Lanebourg to Novalefe are two roads, the

old and the new. The latter is indeed the worft, but

at the fame time the ftiorteft, and therefore followed

by thofe who ride on mules, or are carried in chairs.

One would be apt to think, that the men of Lane-
bourg and Novalefe, on account of the heavy loads

they almoft daily carry, and their continual pafling

up thefe fteep and IcJfty mountains, muft foon be-

come confurnptive. In Germany, what a noife and
buffle our chairmen make, if they are obliged to

carry any bulky perfon a few hundred paces. But
the Lanebourg carriers climb up, like cats, a fl:eep
^-' X 2 mountain.



308 KEYSLER's TRAVELS.
mountain, for the fpace of an hour, without the leaf!

difficulty of breathing, or retting themfelves ; and on
the plain at top, get the (lart of us again •, and as

foon as they have put their chaifes in order, which

they do in a few minutes, they carry the company
over the worft part of the road for two hours, without

retting more than a few minutes at four different

times. But fuch is the effed of habit, and fimple

diet, and to the fame caufes may be attributed their

longevity, many of them arriving at a hundred years

of age. Their common drink is milk, and they fel-

dom tafte any wine. To render them lefs liable to

flip, they have no heels on their fhoes, and their foles

are rubbed with a compofition of rofin and wax. The
machine in which travellers are carried down hill, is

a kind of flraw chair, with a low back, two fupports

for the arms, but no feet -, inftead of which a board

is faftcned before with a cord for the traveller to refl

his feet upon. The feat, which confifts of bark, and

pieces of ropes twilled together, is faflened to two

poles, and carried like a chair or fedan, by means

of )road leather ftraps

La Grande Croix lies on the fide next to Piedmont,

where the high plain of mount Senis terminates, and

the defcent of the mountain begins. The only build-

ings here are an inn and a chapel j in the latter, thofe

who perilh by cold or fnow on thefe mountains are

buried, provided a rofary, or any other token of their

being catholics, is found about them. The wooden

crofs eredled near the houfe, feparates Piedmont and

Savoy from each other j fo that the inn belongs to

both countries. After wc; had taken chairs at this

place, and were carried over fome very dangerous

places, we arrived at a fmall plain furrounded with

lofty rocks, and called La Plaine de St. Nicholas,

where are alfo fome brcaft-works, compofed of loofe

ftone, which in the laft war ferved the troops of both

fides as a kind of defence. The French wanted to

penetrate farther on the fide toward Lanebourg, and

the
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the Germans kept their poft on that toward Novalefe.

In this plain we walked above a hundred paces on
foot, till we came to the large cafcade of the river

Scmar; the bottom of which is fo deep, and the

rapidity and force of the water fo great, that nothirg

which falls into it ever appears again, as happened
laft winter to a loaded mule.

Fertiere lies halfway between La Grande Croix and
Novalefe, and, in my opinion, is nearly on the fame
horizontal level with Lanebourg. ft-om this it may
be concluded, how much lower Piedmont lies than

the other parts of Savoy, contiguous to mount Senis.

From Chamberry you begin again to afcend, and it

is fufficiently evident from the rapid courfe and fre-

quent cafcades in the river Arc. ^

On the left hand between Fertiere and Novalefe is

mount Rochemelon, fuppofed the higheft of all the

Italian Alps. From this pUce indeed it feems to

unite with the adjoining chain bf mountains, but they

are feparated by a valley, and it is a whole day's

journey to gain its top. I at firft could clearly fee

its fummit, but in lefs than a quarter of an hour it

was Ihrouded in a cloud. Such changes occur very

frequently, and it often happens, that after the toil

of climbing this prodigious acclivity, you are ob-

liged to wait for fair weather, before you can come
down again. But when the Iky is clear and ferene,

the labour is very well compenfated, by a moft afto-

nifhing profpeft of the territories of Milan, Trevig-

nan, Venice, and other ftates. Whence fome have

imagined, that this was the mountain from whence
Hannibal fhewed his army the glories of Italy, to

animate them to purfue their march. Upon firing a

mulket on the top of this mountain, the report is

not louder than that of breaking a piece of wood.
Formerly a ftatue of Jupiter was placed on the top

of Rochemelon, but at prelent there is one of the

Virgin Mary, and every year, on the 5th of Auguft,

^nafs is faid here, at which many thousands of people

X 3 aflift.
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affift, from all their neighbouring parts •, notwithftanjj-

ing they are obliged, even at that fcafon of the year,

to clamber over mow and ice, and pais at leaft one
night on the mountain, where they lie on the bare

ground or naked rocks. They therefore have need of
mantles, and other good covering, to proteft them
from the feverity of the weather.

Between Fertiere and Novalefe, you are fometimes

obliged to alight from thefb draw chairs^ and walk
about forty or fifty paces on foot

;,
not from the danr

geroufnefs of the road, but the narrow pafles between

the fteep rocks, which wUl not permit the chairmen

to carry their chairs on their long poles; but bear

them either on their arms, or aloft in the air, for

they are very light. One of thefe defiles is called U
Pes de Liable^ that is, " the devil's ftep." The
path is often fcarcely a foot broad, having on each

fide very fteep precipices. Sometimes indeed it hap-

pens that thefe chairmen flumble and fall down, but

leldom or never, in places where there is any danger.

Whenever an, accident of this kind happens, it is

moft advifeable to throw themfclves on the ground.

They go a very eafy pace ; and ^ > the weather was

fair and ferene, I was very well plcafed with my day's

journey. -

« Sufa lies a full league beyond Novalefe, and on

this fide of it ftands fort Brunette^ eredled fifteen

years ago, and cannot perhaps be paralleled in the

whole world. It confifts of eight baftions •, and was,

together with all its outworks, hewn out of the rock.

All communication between the baftions and the other

works is by fijbrerranean paflages, cut through pure

rock i thefe pafiages are of fuch a breadth, that large

waggons and heavy cannon, drawn by feveral horfes,

may commodioufly and fafely g6 from one place to

another. No houfes are to be feen in the whole for-

treis, and but a few centinels belonging to the garri-

fon. Cannon and mines would be of no confequence

to this ftrong place, as being compofed of one entire

rocki
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rock*, and two thoufand men, well fupplied with pro-

vifions and ammunition, might defend it againil a

powerful army.

When you are paft Sufa, the road is good, the val-

ley opens, and difcovcrs a beautiful profpedt of arable

lands, decorated with rows of walnut-trees, excellent

meadows, and extenfive vineyards. Four leagues

and a half beyond Novalefe, lies BofTuIens, a mean
place, but, like many others, of no confideration.

Veillane lies four leagues from Boflfulens, and from it

there is a fine profpeft terminated by Superga, a new
church built on a high mountain, a league and a half

beyond Turin. About a league from Veillane (lands

the royal palace of Rivoli, about three fhort leagues

from Turin. It is impoflible for imagination itfclf to

form a pleafanter road than this laft, it being a ftraight

avenue, and fufEciently capacious for fix carriages to

go a-breaft. The trees on both fides are indeed but

young ; the French, during the laft fiege of Turin,

having deftroyed every tree in the whole country.

The palace of Rivoli is fituated on an eminence, at

the beginning of the avenue, near Sufa, and at the

other end the profpeft is terminated by the city of

Turin, over one part of which Superga appears. The
avenue leading from Mechlin to Louvain has, it mufi:

be owned, its beauties, and is extended three leagues

in length •, but the ground is more uneven and hilly

than this of Turin.

It would perhaps be difficult to find a place where

arbitrary power is carried to greater height than at

Turin; where the perfonal qualities of his majefty

impart a greater authority to his commands, than an

army of regular troops could do in another country.

His dominions being fituated between two powerful

neighbours, the houfe of Savoy has thence politically

augmented both its dignity and power. Some in*

deed pretend, that fuch a condud would not appear

in the moft favourable light, if ftriftly examined by
the unerring rules of juftice and morality j but others

X 4 . arc
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are of opinion, that when the exigencies and urgent

neceflities, under which the court of Savoy has often

laboured, are confidered, thefe difficulties which may
give umbrage to a tender confcience, will totally

vanilh.

It muft, however, be acknowleged, that the greatcft

ceconomy is obferved in all the expences of the court.

In Turin no marfhal's table is kept •, and even at h
Veniere it is fervedwith dilhes from the king's table.

The king dines only with the prince of Piedmont and

his confort i expcnfive diverfions are feldom known,
^nd the account of all difburfcments fo clearly dated,

that the king, at one view, may fee the whole

amount of his annual expences. Upon any alteration,

or extraordinary dilburfements, the caufe of the dif-

ference muft be fairly entered in a particular book;
and this is oblerved in fuch fmall articles, as wood and

candles, &c. The king is fo intimately acguainted

witl> the price of every commodity, that rormerly

he ufed to bargain with his tradefmen, and would

even point out thofe articles wherein they impofed

upon him j as alfo the profits arifing from each com-

modity. It i^ known, that he has himfelf bargained

for hats, ftockings, 6rc. both for himfelf and family,

with }Jie dealers in thof? commodities, whorp he

fiiufed to wait perfonally on him. He once com-

manded all the millers in his dominions to aflemble

and repair to him ; reafoned with them himfelf, and

raifed the rent of their mills in one forenoon, three

hundred ^houfand livres. While the chapel Royal,

called the Hojy Sudary, was repairing, hi$ majefty

ufed to repair conftantly every morning early to La
Confola, to hear mafs ; and took the opportunity of

vifiting the markets, and inquiring ftridly of the

country people the prices of their partridges and hares,

whereby he acquired a very particular knowlege in

the vi|lue of thefe commodities, and never failed to

give his caterers the neceiTary cautions. Perhaps the

dilBciilties under which he laboured, might greatly

^j,,
'• A " ' contribute
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contribute to render him fo confummate an oecono-

niift. In the mean time, ' it muft be acknowleged,

^bat inflances of his liberality are not wanting. Some
years ago, the opera at Turin being direaed an4
Supported by a fubfcription of merchants, the kin^

pnly required a fmall box for himfelf, and even came
but very feldoTi to the opera. However, at the

end of the carnival, he prefented the company with

thirty thoufand Piedmontefc liyres.

It is owing to his majefly's great wifdom and pene-

tration, that the whole country has not been over-run
with fuperftitious notions of jbrccry, and perfons prer

tending to be poflfefled by evil fpirits. A young girj

in Turin being troubled with hyfteric fits, whicl^

threw her body into fuch poftures and agitations,

that feemed fupjernatural, thejefuits, who are always

attentive to every thing that ha$ a tendency to pror

mote themfelves, or turn to their advantage, foon

flocked about her, attended by phyficians in their in-

tereft, who alledged, that Ihe was aftually poiTefled^

and confequently, not to be cured by medicine. Ac-
cordingly, the exorcifts were aflembled, and the girl

previoufly inftrud:ed for the better carrying on the

impofture. The affair made a great noife, people

came from all parts, and the old tales of witchcraft

and forceries were revived ; and others produced,

who were alfo poflefled. Dr. R. nobly oppofed thefc

proceedings, and dec! 'red the girl's caufe was entire-

ly owing to natural caufes, fupporting his opinion by
reafons and inftances, which he had heard of in Hol-
land and England, where he had refided many years.

Thejefuits furioufly attacked him as an infidel, whom
they would infallibly confute from the teftimony of

his own fenfes. The dodor confented to atten4

them, and while they were performing their prayers

and exorcifms, appeared yery devout. "When they

had finifhed, he defired the two ccclefiaftics, who
were entrufted with the management of the affair,

that they v/oujd orjier ^heir patient to anfwer him ^
few
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few qi^ellions, which they granted, on condition he
afked nothing unlawful, and commanded the de-

vil to anfwer. Accordingly, the dodor faid to her
in Englilh, What is my name ? This being a lan-

guage, to which both the girl and the jefuits were
ftrangersj Ihe anfwered in plain Piedmontefe, that

flie did not underftand the queftion propofed. But ac-

cording to the received opinion, as well as the ritual;

the knowlege of all languages, the fupernatural

Itrength of body, and foretelling things to come, are

the proper criteria of a real fatanical pofleflion : the

devil therefore ought to underftand all languages

;

and it is eafily conjeftured, that this ignorance did

not a little mortify the jefuits. They, however, did

all in their power to elude the confequence, by pre-

tending thut the do<?lor had put an unlawful queftion

to the evil fpirit, and they had forbid him to anfwer

any of that kind. But the phyfician foon confuted

their allegations, by explaining the queftion he had

afked; and immediately repeating the queftion in

Piedmontefe. But the poffefled, to whom he was

unknown, could fay as little to this as before, when the

fame queftion was propofed in Englilh. The dodor,

highly pleafed at this fuccefs, ran to court in triumph,

where he ridiculedthe ignorance of their devil i the king

and prince ofPiedmont joined in the laugh: and the

latter, for the more effcdually filencing this jefuitical

devil, fetched a Chinefe pfalter from his clofet, fent

him by the cardinal Tournon, as a curiofity. This

pfalter has indeed a Latin tranflation, but the Chinefe

leaves could be taken out feparately from thofe con-

taining the tranflation. With one of thefe leaves Dr.

R. was again difparched, to a(k the devil the contents

of it, and in what language it was written. The fa-

thers, who did not defire any more of Dr. R.'s vifits,

were for keeping out of his way-, and the devil

threatened, if he came again, to expofe the minuteft

tranfaaions of the do6tor*s life. A Theatine, who

was an accomplice of the jefuits, acquainted the doc-

tor's
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tpr'^ fifler with this circumftance ^ and (he, from an

implicit veneration for the clergy, was very urgent

^ith her brother, not to have any further concern

with this devil ; but to no purpofe. I am indeed apt

to think, that could the devil have expofed all the

particulars of Dr. R.'s life, one would have been di-

verted with many ludicrous fcenes. The dodor,

however, had no great opinion of the deviPs omni-

fciencc, and told the king, that if the devil knew
all thirtgs prefent or abfent, there would be no necef-

fity for princes to be at fuch immenfe expences in en-

voys, agents and Ipies ; they need only maintain a
pofieffed perfon or two, from whom they might con-

ftantly have immediate intelligence of every tranfac-

pon. After this remark, the doftor haftened to the

houfe of the pofleflcd, where he found the jefuits with

the girl. On entering the room, after the iifual

compliments, he acquainted them that having been

informed, that a detail was to be given of every

tranfa6bion of his life, he was defirous of hearing it

himfelf, and began to defy and challenge the devil

to begin his ftory -, adding, that if he did not, he

would brand him, and all who favoured this pretend-

ed pofleflion, for knaves or fools. This refolute

fpeech, thunder-ftruck both the patient and the je-

fuits ; but the latter pretending to Ihew the dodtor

the neareft way out of the houfe, he foon filenced

them, by producing the commillion, and infifted, in

the name of the prince, that the poflefled ftiould de-

clare what was written on the leaf he exhibited, and
what language it was written in. The two jefuits,

who w^re, doubtlefs, not the mod artful of their or-

der, pretended that the charaders might be diabo-

lical, and therefore rcfufed to anfwer the queftions.

Dr. R. anfwered, that it did not become them to

violate the refped due to their prince, by fuch a fcan-

dalous fufpicion ; and infifted, in the name of the

king and prince, that they Ihould np longer amufe
' him
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him with fuch weak fubterfuges. The two jefuits,^

after whifpering to themfelves, anfwered, that an af-

fair of this kind muft be introduced by prayer, and
a long fcries of devotion •, wherefore it was neceflary

to defer it to a more convenient opportunity. Dr.

R. replied, there was now time fufficient for the pur-

pofe, and that he would pray with them ; fo that

they were at laft, notwithftanding their cvafions,

obliged to begin their ceremonies. During the

€xorcifm, the girl threw her body into ftrange con-

torfions, and hideous looks, which the jefuits infilled

upon were fupernatural ; but Dr. R. promifing to

mimic her aftions in a manner ftill more horrible,

orders were given to the poffefled, to anfwer truly to

all interrogatories. Accordingly, the leaf was laid

before her, with the above-mentioned queftions.

Upon this flie fcrecmed in a terrible manner, defiring

it might be taken away, for fhe could not bear it. At
laft, after the moft preffing arguments, Ihe faid it

was Hebrew ; and that it was a blafphemous writing

againft the holy Trinity. This was fufficient for the

doftor, who, after (hewing them plainly how igno-

rant their devil was, he returned to court to give an

account of his proceedings. The two jefuits >yere

banifhed, tlae two phyficians recanted in public, and

the parents and relations injoined, on pain of being

fent to the gallies, never to mention this affair as a

diabolical poficfTion. With regard to the girl, fhe

was foon cured by the ufe of proper medicines, and

is at prefent in good health, and chearful. Thus
^nded this impofture, and with it all notions of for-

ceries, witchcraft, and fantaftical pofleffions, with

which the minds of the people were infefted. The
jefuits, indeed, threatened to write againft Dr. R.

but he gave them to underftand, that in lefs than

twenty-four hours they fhould receive fuch an an-

fwer as would prove their eternal difgrace. At pre-

ilnt they treat him in the moft polite manner, but

he
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he is wife enough not to place any great confidence

in their profeffions of efteem, and is even fufpicious

of their feigned civilities.

We may be convinced of the little faith his majef-

ty places in ftories of forcery and witchcraft, from an

inftance which happened about nineteen years ago.

A certain perfon having made a talifman to reprefent

the king, endeavoured, by certain fuperftitious cere-*'

monies and incantations, to deftroy his majefty by
means of that image*, but the deceived magician was

foon apprehended, and convidled for his diabolical

intention. The king turned the manner of perpe-

trating his death into a jeft, faying, he did not

remember he had ever enjoyed a better ftate of

health, during his whole life, than during the time

the magician was ufing all the means in his power to

deftroy him : and that, if there was in reality any

fuch thing as witchcraft, he was perfuaded that the

Almighty would never give fuch vile perfons a power

over the lives and deaths of princes. As the king

perlifted in fuch fentim^nts, the council was obliged

to reprefent feveral times to his majelly, that though
the power of the villain Ihould be denied, yet, as his

intentions were aflually criminal, he ought to be pu-
nifhed as an example, to deter others from fuch pro-

ceedings, which muft: be confidered as fcandalous to

focietyi efpecially, as he had often, in his magical

incitations, profaned the Eucharift, a crime which
even his majefty himfelf could not pardon. The
king, at laft, yielded to thefe reafons, and fentenced

the villain to be ftrangled, and afterward fufpended

by one of his legs before the gate of the priibn. It

is, however, very probable, that the fenrence would
not have been foon put in execution, had not the

court of Rome, by taking cognizance of the affair,

put at once a final period to the tranfadign, and life

of the criminal.

They are more ftrid at Turin, with regard to pro-

hibited books, than in any other part of Italy ; thofo

,• ' ./•' *
'

"
'

•

' • which
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which contain opinions differing, though ever fo hii.

nutely, from the tenets of the Romifh church, and
which are publicly fold at Rome and Naples, ho
prudent Roman catholic would choofe to a(k for at

Turin.

They have at the court of Turin a particulai* pri-

vilege, called la grande entree^ or admittance to the

prince. But this privilege is limited to the knights

of the feveral orde'-s, the archbiftiops and bi(hops, the

mailer of the ordnance, the generalinimoof horfe and

foot, and the ambafladors and envoys from foreign

princes and ftates. This privilege confifts in the

above perfons, and all others who have an honour-

able employment at court, together with the officers

tipon guard, who are admitted every morning after

ten, when the king is at Turin, and propofes to af-

fift at mafs ; of having admittance into his majcfty's

chamber, and of walking out before him, whilft all

others wait in the anti-chamber, and only Hand on

both fides, whilft he pafles. His majefty is daily to

be feen both here and at mafs, but he rarely fpcaks

to any one, unlefs a private audience be defired, a fa<

vour feldom alked for by travellers.

The Italian language is rarely fpoken here, thofe of

France and Piedmont being generally ufed both at

court and in the country •, but fome ladies underftand

only the latter, which often renders it difficult for a

ftranger to converfe with them. None are admitted

to the court of Turin in bags or fhort wigs, nor

without a long cravat. The only winter amufement,

at court, is the opera, but this is only continued

during the carnival. The king's theatre is, indeed,

the place of performance, but a private fociety dc^

frays the cxpence, which this year amounts to feventy-

five thoufand livres. The expence of a feat in the

pit, is three Piedmontefe livres, and a box for the

whole time of the carnival, in the Rang de la Cou-

rone, which is the fecond row upwards, ten Louis

d*ors. The theatre is a very grand ftructure, having

five
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five galleries, one above another, beautifully orna-

mented with gilding and fculpture. When any of the

royal family are prefent, no clapping, hiffing, or noify

indications of applaufeor diQik,e arc permitted; a de*

corum which cannot fail of being approved of by
every curious fpeftato^ With regard to the Italian

mufic, I Ihall fufp^nd my obfervations on it, till I

have heard the mailers in other parts of Italy.

The only aflembly, at court, is the circle above-

mentioned, but they are frequent in town, particu-

larly at the palaces of the princefs de Francheville,

and madame de Cavaillair. A ftranger finds no dif-

ficulty of gaining admittance to thefe aflemblies,

provided he is willing to play ; but he ought to

be very careful if he does Venture; for though
he has nothing to apprehend from any foul play,

they being perfons of the ftridleft honour, yet unlefs

he is a very expert gamefter, he will certainly lofe his

money : for the Piedmontefe are initiated into this art

in their infancy, and by a conftant praiStice of it, ac-

quire fuch a degree of perfedion, that few are able to

play with them. Here was formerly a very celebrated

coffee-houfe for gaming, called TAcademie de Poni-

pejo, where Mr. Law, the famous projeftor, met
with the accident to which you are no ftranger -, but

that famous gaming-houfe is now in no manner of
requeft ; Boiri*s coffee-houfe in the Riie Neuve, be-

ing the only place where baflet is played. Accord-

ing to the manner in which that game is played at

Turin, the bank has always forty per cent, advantage

over the Pointeurs, as Law has fufficiently demon-
ftrated. You will, therefore, not be furprized, that

fifty Louis d'ors were this year paid to the managers

of the opera, for the liberty of fetting up a bank
there during the carnival.

I (hall now proceed to give a defcription of the

royal palaces, both in and near the city of Turin.

With regard to the former, it confills of tsvo princi-

pal wings, having a communication with each othtrr
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by means of a gallery. The firft ftands in the fquate
tailed Place du Chatfcau, and was the refidence of
Madame Royale till her death; but is at prefent, not!

only uninhabited, btt unfurnilhed. The front, which
is very itiagnificerit, was built after a' d'efign df Doit
Philip Juvare, arcHitedt to his majefty; but th^
other fide Ihews, by its large round towers, that it is

no modern performance. From the J(pacious and
bfeautiful Place du Chateau, one paflfes through a gate,

into what is properly the court of the palace, and ou?
of which is a paffage through the Corps de Logis, or

main body of the palace, mto the back court, con-

tiguous to the garden. On the left hand is the main
ftair-cafe, on which is a brafs ftatue of duke Victor

Amadaeus, mounted on a white horfe, very curioufly

formed out of a fingle block of marble;

The halls before the king's apartment, and the

bther chambers, are hung with large tapeftry, ort

which are reprefented the pr' icipal aSions of Cyrus.

They were made by Jacob van Zeunen, a native of

the Low Countries, and prefented by the emperor

Charles V. to the houfe of Savoy : they are eftcemed

invaluable on account of their beauty, antiquity, and

the number of pieces. The king's apartments are

elegantly fnrnilhed, and in his bed-chamber is a cu-

rious piece of tapeftry, reprefenting the battle ad

Brancum deletis Lotharingicis^ &c. as the infcription

exprefles it. In the gallery is a beautiful marble

bufto of cardinal Morigi, who was defcended from

the houfe of Savoy, and a wooden model of the

Charterufe, fituated three Piedmontefe lines from

Turin; but the chief curiofity, are the marble fta-

tues, of which there are upward of three hundred,

and chiefly antique, covering both fides of the galle-

ry. The king alfo refides in this ftory, but oppofite

to the court. The chamber where he confers with

his minifters, is contiguous to the chamber of audi-

ence. A paflage from his apartments leads to a

beautiful gallery of paintings, the largefl: and beft of

6 which
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tvhich were done by Pjtul Vcronefe. The frelco

•Work on the wall, and particularly that on the ciel-

Ing, is exquifitcly beautiful, and was performed by
the chevalier Daniel, a German, who died in this

monarch's fcrvice.

A flight of ftairs leads from his m'ajefty's and the

prince's apartments to the library and repofitory of

the archives. The number of books, in the former,

is not now remarkable, feven thouland volunries, to-

gether with the manufcripts having lately been given,

As at preferit to the univerfity library ; but it has ftill

iSL confiderable number, particularly a colleftion of the

choiceft pieces both in hiftory, and the conititiitional

laws of GermaTiy.

. The royil archives are kept in very good order,

in oa;kert repofitories, carefully locked ; and upon fome
of thefe are printed titles ; for inftance, Lettres de^

Milan^ de Rome, 6tc. Ceremoniel et Prerogatives de ia

Maifin de Savoye •, Negbciations a la Cour de Rome i

fivec la France, VEmpire, &c. Vicariat du St. Empire en

ltalie\ Juftifications des Reliques, &c. " Letters from
** Milan, Rome, &:c. the Ceremonial and^Preroga-
" tives of thef Houfe of Ssivoy ; Negotiations at the
*' Court of Rx^me j alio thofe with France, the Em-
*' pire, &c. the Vicarfhip of the Holy Romain Em-
*' pire in Italy •, the Vouchers of Relics, &c." The
inftruthencs relative to domeftic affairs are feparated

according to the tefpedtive diftrifts and towns. In

tvery repofitory is a pjtrticular lift of all the pieces it

contains, and confequently the keeper of the archives,

may, in an inftanr, rind whatever he wants. At the

end of the year the minifters of ftate are obliged to

fend in to the chamber of archives, all written in-

ttrumerits they Have no farther occafion for.

His majefty had formerly a valuable colledion of

hiedak,* but they were by degrees all given away to

the countefs de Veriie, who carried them with hei»

into France, and afterward difpoft'd of them to the

^fgent at a very confiderable price.

Yol;IV. Y *• - S^



324 KEYSLER's TRAVELS.
f St. Suaire's chapel, fituated on the left hand of the

wing of the palace near the garden, is built of a

blackifti grey marble, that it might in fome meafure

bp adjipted to the melancholy rehc depofited in it.

The plan was drawn by P. Guarini ; and is iaid to

have colt four millions and a half of Piedmont livres.

The linen-cloth. In which Chrift (as the clergy here

pretend) was wrapped after his crucifixion, and which

has the bloody figure of a man imprinted on each

fide of it, is prcferved in the middle of the chapel, in

^ tabernacle lecured by iron-rails-,, and is expofcd to

public viev/ only on high folemnities ; as the marri-

age of the hereditary prince, and the like.

The pretended fudary of Chrift is likewife Ihewn at

Mentz, Lilbon, and in upward of twelve other Ro-

man catholic places. To this objedtion, they com-

monly aniwer, that from the account of Lazarus's

refurredion,. it is plain, that a great many linen-

clothes were made ufe of in wrapping the body of

the deccafed! But this fubterfuge, though it might

be admitted, if the fmall bandages ufed for the arms,

feet, or head, are included, can by no means folvc

the difficulty with regard to the large pieces of linen,

on which the intire figure of the perfon is reprefented.

All tl}ey can allege, therefore, is, in truth, no more

l;han this, that large pieces of linen were ufed with-

out the leaft necelfity, much fmaller being equally

adapted to anfwer the lame intention ; and that . our

Saviour, after his refurredion, had thought proper

to imprint, in a miraculous manner, his intire figure

upon every fuch piece. The clergy of Befanfon mull

necelTiirily maintain this pofition, for they boaft of

being poirefTed of a fud.-ry which was only wrapped

about our Saviour's head ; though it exhibits his in-

tire image j and is fix geometrical feet, wanting three

inches in length It Ihould, however, be remem-

bered, that ail the other holy fudaries produce the

very fame authorities j and in fupport of that kept at

Cadorn in Perigord, they produce fourteen papal tef-

,,
»

'

y timonials
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rimdnials and bulls; whereas the fudary of Turin
claims only four. But notwichftanding this, the ve-

neration paid to it at prefent is fo great, that Philip

of Spain, at the time of his marriage with the prin-*

cefs of Savoy, could not obtain the liberty of taking

i. copy of it, till after repeated folici cations, and even

then with the greateft difficulty. Nor was it thought

proper to take a copy, without performing, at the

lame time, feveral religious ceremonies. The painter

performed his work on his knees, and eight bifhops

continually read mafs, at eight different altars. Fa-

ther Valfre.was honoured with extraordinary refpect,

feme threads of this Turin fudary being given him as

i prefent, which he veiy religioufly kept continually

in his breviary.

Rivoli is a royal palace, fituated three leagues

from Turin toward Sufa. The road is extended all

the way in a direct line through fields, meadows, and
vineyards, and has not perhaps its equal in the

world. , It was laid out in the year 1712, after the

fiege of Turin; the French, during their hoftile in-

curfibns, having rooted up every tree in the whole

country. Nothing can furpafs the profpefb of this

walk. At one end of it, on a rifing ground, is the

palace of Rivoli ; at the other, the city of Turin, and
two leagues beyond it, in a dired line, the magnifi-

cent church of Superga. The palace of Rivoli has

the beft apartments and paintings •, and the royal fa-

mily are lodged more commodioufly than at La
Venerie, or Turin. The air is always ferene and
healthful, creating a good appetite-, but, on account

of its (harpnefs, not fo agreeable to deep in. This

palace is fo far from being complear, that upward of

five millions of Piedmont livres are yet wanting to

finilh it.

Formerly, the palace of Valentin, only half a quar-

ter of a league from the city on this fide Porte Neuve,
was the place where moft of the diverfions of the

court were performed. Tt has the name of Valentin

Y 2 from
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from thcfe obfequious gentlemen, who, as count dt
Grammont informs us, were pitched upon to attend

each lady. Both names derive their original from
$t. Valentine's day, which happens in the month
of February , when it is cuftomary, Jn mod parts of

Italy, for thofe ladies who are fingle, to chufe a guar-

dian or gallant, by way of amufcment, from among
her friends or acquaintance \ who, in return, prefents

her with nofegays and other trifles, and is obliged

to attend her both in company, and when fhe walks

abroad. This ceremonious attendance continues only

a year, is not liable to any exception, and often ter-

minates in a real marriage. The parents, in the

mean time, have 'a watchful eye over the condufb of

their daughters ; and evei7 thing is performed with

fo much honour and decency, that even the monks
themfelves make no difficulty of taking upon thent

the office of a Valentine. Perhaps they are pardai-

larly interefled in recommending fuch pleafmg inter-

courfc between both lexes.

The king's territories on the continent contain fix-

teen billioprics ; among which are the archbifhoprics

of Turin and Tarantaifc. Three hundred and tbrtv

towns and villages, befide the city of Turin, are fnb-

je6l io the former ; and as every Roman Catholic is

obliged, not only ro receive the facrament at Eafter,

but alio to deliver to the prieft an exadt account of

his children and family, it is not difficult to make a

pretty exaft calculation of the number of inhabitants

in fuch countries. And on this principle the number

of the king's fubjcfts in Piedmont, Savoy, and his

other dominions on ti.e continent, have b.en com-

puted at above two millions. Savoy, Piedmont, and

the conquered place^ on the continent are faid to con-

' tain above two hundred towns.

The king's power, in civil affairs, is greater and

more unlimited than that of any monarch in Europe j

and few potentates, of the Roman Catholic "perfuafion,

have exerciicd {o great an authority in eccbiiaftical

T •:
. matters.
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matters. The pope, indeed, has always been treated

-with the greateft complailance ; and even the legend

or bull ot" Gregory VII. in which he has arrogated

to himfelf the power of dethroning princes, is at prc-

fent highly extolled as tfuly heroic ; and, though
the French vigoroufly oppofcd it, the Piedmontefe

have declared it orthodox : but it muft be remem-
bered, that, upon a change of intereft, it can as

readily be abrogated. The king, in the mean time,

has obtained every thing he deliredfrom the pope;
and not only nominates to moft of the ecclefiaftical

benefices, in Savoy and Piedmont, but alfo to thofe

in the bilhopric of Aleflandria : he has likev/ifc the

power of a nomination to a cardinal's hat, of which
we have an inftance m cardinal Ferreri. The pope
had indeed, in this, an opportunity of aflually gra-

tifying his perfonal friendlhip for Ferreri and was.

thence the more r'-adily induced to beftow upon the

houie of Savoy fo important a privilege, which, in

the church of Rome, is equally attended with profit

and honou:

,

The Piedmontefe have, from the tranfaftions of
tbe laft forty years, contracted a martial fpirit ; and|

enuring the late war, fuch noble exploits were per-

formed by their troops, as would have refle<5ted ho-

nour, even on the old Romans themfelves. Near the

dofe of the preceding century, marfhal Catinat hav-

ing made an irruption into the Piedmontefe territories,

it was of the laft importance to the king, then only

duke of Savoy, to march to Turin before the mar-
flia), in .order to put that city in a proper ftate of
defence. AccordingJy, he. fent major de Santena,

fince a general, with a body of fome hundred men,
to the old caftle of Avigliano, three German miles

from Turin,that commands the valley and road from
Sufa. Santena, at the approach of the French army,

confifting of thirty thoufand men, difputed the paf-

%e, though he had only a few pieces of cannon in

ti?e caftle. Catinat, equally furprifcd and provoked

Y 3 . at
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at fuch a daring attempt, fent a trumpet to the caftle,

threatening to hang up the commanding officer, it*

he did not immediately furrendcr up the place. San-

tena anfwercd, that the commanding officer would
never be in his power alive \ and that it would be in

vain to exped the furrender of the caftlc before theit

cannon arrived. Catinat, ftill more enraged, caufed

a battery to be raiftd, and a fccond time fummoned
the* caftle to furrender. Santena anfwered, that a

breach muft firft be made. Accordingly the artillery

beian to play upon the caftle, and a breach being

made in the wails, Santena defired to capitulate.

Catinat fent a lieutenant into the caftle to fettle the

capitulation •, but infilled that the foldiers fliould be

made prifoners of war, and the ofticers hanged up

immediately. Santena, on receiving this meffage,

conduced the lieutenant to his room, ftiut the door,

and taking him by the hand, led him between two

barrels of gun-powder, near which two lighted matches

were laid. Santena took one of the matches in his

hand, and Aepped upon one of the barrels, defiring

the lieutenant to do the fame ; adding, that if he

muft perifti, many of the French ftiould, with him,

vifit the aerial regions, before all the Piedmontefe

officers innhe caftle loft their lives. This compli-

ment not being at all agreeable to the lieutenant, he

bepged Santena to abandon io defperate a refolution
;,

promifing, at the fame time, that he would do all in

his power to obtain an honourable capitulation for

the garrifon. On this affiirance, Santena fuffi^red

the lieutenant to return ; and Catinat, on hearing

this refolute anfwer, faid, " I muft fee fo extraor-

dinary a man," and allowed the commander and his

men to have the honour of marching out with their

fwoids. As Santena palTed by, the martKal told him,

. that in juftice he deferved to be hanged: but, be-

) ing willing to demonftrate that he was a friend to

courage, even in an enemy, he ffiould cotnt that day

and dine with him. At table, fome Frerich officers,

' • • • ' .^ •-./-'
' ' among'^
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among other things, rallied Sjntena, ort the diike*s

having entered into a league with heretics againfl:

the mod Chriftian king. Santcna continued filenc

for fomc time, but at length alked the marfhal, whe-

ther he would give him leave to anfwer ? And Ca-

tinat permitting him, he replii-d :
** It is true, my

mailer has, for his own defence, taken up arms againll

the king of France ; and made an alliance with here-

tics, namely, England and Holland ; and, what is

ftill more, fent an ambaflador to Conftantinople to

negotiate a treaty with the Turks ; but was unfor-

tunately difappointed, his moft Chriftian majefty

having previoufly concluded an alliance with the in-

fidels." Catinat was highly pleafed with Santena's

anfwer, laughed at the officers, and told them, he

hoped they would have more wifdom and genero-

fity for the future, than to infult brave men under

misfortunes. In the mean time Santena, by his pru-

dent management and behaviour, obtained for his

mailer a fufpenfion of arms for fome days.

The long and brave defence of the marquis

d'Enteyve, at Verua, againft the French in t!ie lalt

war, is well known. The camp of the allies was
near the place, on the banks of the Po, from whence
the prefent king of Sardinia often threw bon.bs, filled

with Louis d'ors, into the place, to encourage the

garrifon to make a vigorous defence ; but, being (je{'

titute of p;*ovilions, they were obliged at lad to fur-

render. At their marching out, d'Enteyve caufed an

ammunition loaf to be carried on a pike before him,

and as he paflfed by the French general, faid co him,
*' This piece of bread was the only provifions left

in the place •, had there been fufficient for fubfifting

the garrifon two days longer, you Ihould have bought
the place at a much dearer rate."

Nor have the Piedmontefe failed to dillinguifh

themfelves by their gallant behaviour in foreign fer-

vice ; of which we had a noble inftance in the impe-

rial general, St. AnfTour, who was the fon of a poor
"

r .
-• Y 4 . peaiant.
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peafant. Upon his obtaining a regimertt, the officers

who valued themfelves upon thieir birth, fo highly re-

lented it, that four of his captains fucceiTively challen-

jged him, all of whom he killed on the fpot. Upon his

difpatcning the laft of the four, he faid, " There are

now only eight left." But tl>efe, it feems, thought

it more advileable.to conceal their refentment. This

gentleman deferves tjie higheft regard, both on ac-

count of his courage, and his generous difpofition

;

for he never forgets ^he meannefs of his extraftion.

Having, whije the army was Iq Piedmont, invited

the chief officers to an entert,ainment ; his father hap-

pened to arrive juft as they were fitting down to

table. Notice of his father's coming being fent up

to the general, he immediately arofe, informed his

guefts of his arrival, adding, that he kntyr the regard

he owed them ; but at the fame time begged leave to

withdraw, and dine with his father in another room ;

yrhich he accordingly did, notwithftanding the im-

portunity of his guefts, who w.ere very defirous of

having his father fit at their table. Thus he difchar-

ged the duty he owed his father, and, at the fame

time aded politely toward ftrangers of diftinclion.

General RoQallerie ftill preferves his great repu-

tation, and has, on feveral occafions, given fignai

proofs of his valour •, particularly at the fieges of Ve-

rua and Turin. An accident that happened to him,

while he continued in the emperor's fervice, gave

him no great opinion of the Gerrnans One of his

horfes dying in the ftablv, he ordered his fervant to

drag oiit the carcaje : but the fervant being unable

to perform it, he took hold of the rope himfelf,

and affifted him. This aftion, which, either in Italy

or England, would not have been in the leaft re-

garded, his fubakerns confidered as fo derogatory to

iiis rank, that they rcfufcd to ferve under him. The
duke of Lorrain, then generaliffimo, hearing of the

jilTair, iflijed orc^ers that no perfon fliould dare to in-

fult him on this accoujir, and at the lame time invitecj

him
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J^im to dinner. This order, however, failed of its

intended effedt, and the general found himfelf obliged

to quit the imperial fervice.

One action more, performed by a Piedmontefe,

muft not be omitted, and cannot f^il of appearing

very extraordinary to the world, and intitle its au-

thor to the greater applaufe ; as his birth was mean
and obfcure, and himfelf deprived of the advantage

of a liberal education, the fources from whence moft

of thofe aftiorvs we ftile grand and heroic derive their

origin. At the fiege of Turin, in the year 1706,
the French had forced a paffage into one of the

largeft fubterraneous galleries of the citadel; and the

engineer, for the great importance of the adliqn, wa?
rewarded with two hundred Louis d'ors. The French
now no longer doubted of their being able to pene-

trate, by means of this paflase, into the very center

of the citadel j and accordingly planted two hi^ndred

grenadiers at the entrance to fecure the gallery.

This being perceived by one Mica, a peafantof Pied-

inont, who at firft, out of pure neccflity, had fervcd

9S a pioneer, but by his natural fagacity aqd long

experience, was fo well acquainted with the art, that

he had been made a corporal of the miners, and was
then at work in the very place, with about twenty

men, in order to finiili a mine. On hearing the

French bufy over his head, in fecuring the pofieflion

of the gallery, he was convinced that it would be
of no manner of feVvice to continue his work, the

enemy being matters of a place which niufl inevit-

ably prove the deftruftion of the befieged. He was
alfo, at the fame time, convinced that it v/ould coft

him his life to hinder it, his mine having no fauciflbn

or train by which he might fire it with fafety. As
there was no time to deliberate, he immediately camfi

to the following refolution : h^* commanded the pio-

neers who were at work with him, to withdraw im-

mediately out of the mine, and as foon as they were

in a place of fafety, to fi^e a mulquet as a fignal -, de-

iiring
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firing that they would inform the king, that Mica
implored of his majefty a maintenance for his wife

and children. The fignal was accordingly given, and'

Mica immediately fet fire to the mine, by which mieans,

;he poft occupied by the French, and their grena-

diers, together with Mica, perifhed by the fame blaft.

1 (hail leave this aftion, and only add, that the king

has not only made a compleat provifion for Mica's

widow and children, but alfo fetded an annual pen-

fion of fix hundred livres for ever on his pofterity.
'^ Turin is not very large, but populous-, and I was

afiurcd by one who had feen the account, delivered

yearly to the king, by the marquis del Borgo, that,

at the end of the year 17^8, the number of inhabi-

tants amounted to fifty-four thoufand fix hundred.

The misfortune of one place often turns to the ad-

vantage of another •, thus, the plague that raged at

Marfeilles, and the adjacent parts, proved of the

greateft benefit to Turin, as feveral manufactures

were introduced, fome of which were entirely new
to that city ; and others, though already there, were

but in a languifliing condition. Within the city are

forty-eight churches and convents, and feventeen in

the neighbourhood. The titular patrons or faints of

the city are, St. Francis de Sales, St. Francis de

Paola, St. Philip Neri, St. Antony of Padua, St.

Secundus and St. Valerius ; whofe feveral feftivals

are celebrated with particular grandeur and devo-

tion. If Turin continues to encreafe in grandeur,

as it has hitherto done, it will doubtlefs exceed

any city in Europe. Even at prefent 1 know not

anyj either in Italy, France, England, Holland, or

Germany, equal to it in that particular. But here [

would be underlicod to mean the new city, contain-

ing the king's palace, the Riic Neuve, and the Riie

de Po, both very grand and beautiful. From the

palace gate you have a view of one thoufand and

It'ven hundrbd common paces in a dircd line, over

the area of the court, and the Plkce de St. Charles,

•^ 4^ . ; .
through
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through the Riie Neuve to the portNeuve. Le Place i

dp St. Charles is a fine fquare, and the houfes have

ail piazzas, under which a perfon may walk without

being incommoded in the heavieft rain.

Proprietors have the liberty of finifhing the infidc

of their houfes as they pleafe-, but the outfide muft
be built according to a certain plan prefcribed them,

that all the parts, expofed to the public view, may
be fimilar iand uniform. When the proprietors, ei-

ther from inclination or inability, rcfufe to build, an
impartial eftimate, both of the ground and houfe

is made, and the lieuLenant of the police purchafes

both, on account of the city : bur, , to hinder the

charges from falling too heavy on the public, the

king has taken care to fettle every thing relating to

the contraft with the furveyors and directors.

The fineft buildings in the city are the palaces of
count Paefane, count de Gouarene, and the Mar-
quis de Granierj; the Jefuits college, the hofpital of

St. T 1, and the palace of Carignan, built after a

defg A father Guarini. The palace of count Pae-

fane is faid to have cod fifty thoufand Louis d*ors.

Befidc thefe, there are many fine buildings lately

erefted near the Port de Sufa, and the parts adjacent

to the Caroline-fquare. Thefe expenfive decorations

of the city are greatly facilitated, by an order, that

everyone who intends either to rebuild or enlarge his

houfe, may oblige his next neighbour, provided his

houfe be of lefs value than what he intends to ereft,

to difpofe of the whole, or a competent part of his

ground to him, at a reafonabie price.

The cleanlinefs of the llreets is remarkable, and
owing to the following contrivance : a canal is cut

from the river Doria to the covert v/ay, between the

citadel and Porte de Sufa -, and from thence the wa-

ter is conveyed, by means of an aqucduft, over the

town-fofle into the city, and afterward diftributed at

plcafure through every- part of the llreets, and clcanfes

them from all tilth and foil. They can alfo, by this

- - - • means,
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jncans, dear the ftrficts from any fnow that may hap,
pen to fall during the winter ; but fometimes they

are not permitted to do this, becaufe the hereditary

prince often diverts himfeif in riding on it in a

fledge.

The ecclcflaftical buildings in this city are very an-

,clent, and not to bp compared with thofe already de-

fcribed, ^hich were all ^redied dujring the two laftr

reigns.

The chapel jof Corpus Clirifti, which ftands in the

lierb market, is much frequented on account of a

miracle faid to have been performp^ there. In the

year 145.?, the Savoyards plundered Exiles; and,

among other pillage, a confecrated Hoft was brought

to Turin. The afs, in whofe loading it was, flopped

at this place, kneeled >down, and would not go any

farther. In the mjean time the box with which the

afs was .loaded opened of itfelF, and the confecrated

wafer flew up into the air, where it continued hover-

ing in the fight of numberlefs fpedator?, till the bi-

fliop, who was foon informed of the miracle, arrived:

immediateiy the facred wafer defcended into his holy

hand, and was by him placed in this church. In

the year 1598, the adjacent cou.ntry being vifited

with a terrible plague, the in fide of this church was

finely decorated with beautiful marble pillars and fta-

tues ; an elegant front was alfo added, at th^e charge

<?f the city, as a votive offering for haying efcaped

the contagious dillciuper.

On the other fide of the bridge, over the Po, about

half a league from the city, is the chapel of Notre

Dame de Filonc, full of mean paintings and fmall

fllver images, dcpofitcd there as votive offerings.

Among the iaft, is one reprcfenting the bleifed Vir-

gin, who, according to the infcripcion, appeared to

a young girl of ckven years of age who had falkij

into the Po, and though immcrfed under the water,

near the wheels and eddies of a mill, efcaped with-

i)Ut receiving th? Ic.aft hurtj and this chapel v/as

" - ercdvd
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erected by the piety of the faithful^ a^> a gratefol mo*
nument of fo happy a deliverance.

- About three years ago, a child at Ulm fell into the

Danube, and, after having been tofled by the wheels

of a mill, and carried a pretty way down the rivery

by the rapidity of the ftream, was taken up without

receiving the leaft hurt. And an inlcription is en-

graved on a copper-plate, to perpetuate fo remark*-

^ble an event. "^

,

The hofpital for lunaticks merits the attcittion of

all ftrangers, on account of it* excellent regulations.

Here I faw the relation of a certain great general

and ambaffador, whofe imagination is ftrongly pof-

feffed with the notion of his being the legitimate fon

of Lewis the XlVth, his mother, (as he imagines) not

having been the miftrefs, but the wife of that prince.

Accordingly, he infilled upon having a fplendid court,

and all the enfigns of royalty. But this being re-

fuled him, he became fo furious, that they found
themfelves under a necelTity of fending him to this

hofpital, where he has a particular apartment to him-

felf, with a little gallery tor walking, his brother pay-

ing eight hundred Piedmoiitefe livres for his annual

maintenance, r^

. The king is very careful of obtaining exaft in-

telligence with regard to the manner of Executing

the hws of the police j he has formerly been even

known to walk about the ftreets of the city alone,

muffled up in a cloak, that he might fee himfelf how
affairs were managed in the city. He once took

from a baker a loaf, which feemed to be both bad
bread and fhort of weight, and carried it to the fe«

nate, in order to have it examined. The baker laid

the blame on the heavy duty, which obliged them
to ufe fuch meal ; and, as the complaint was not en-

tirely deftitute of foundation, his majefty caufed fome
alteration to be made in that refpc6i% and the excile

Xo be lowered in proportion.

7 • Thus
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Thus have I given an account of What pleafcd mi

iiioft in Turin •, you will permit me to mention what
I moft didiked : and ill the front of thefe I muft place

the frequent thick fogs in autumn arid winter, arifihg

from the Po and other waters, which render the air

thick, damp, and confequcntly unhealthful; Thefe
exhalations chiefly a(Fed the inhabitants of the city,

which is often covered with rcjcious fdgi, when Ri-

voli enjoys, at the fame time, the tiiolt fcrene and
delightful weather:

The foul and muddy water, in nioft of the wells

;Uid refervoirs in this city, is an inconvenicncy almoft

as bad as the fogs ; efpecially when it is remembered
tiiat this continues all the year. The badiiefs of the

water, in a great meafure, refults from their riegleft

to keep the wells and refervoirs clean j dead animals,

and other filth, being frequently thrown into them.

There is, indeed, before the Po-gate, near the capu-

chin monaftery, a well of excellent water, which they

take care to preferve from filth, by locking it up.

- Another inconvenience is the vile regulation of the

inrns with regard to ftrangers; the ufage being very

bad, and the impofitions intolerable. In fhort, the

entertainment at Turin is worfe than in any other part

of Italy. The country produces plenty ofgood wine

;

but, unlefs you pay an exorbitant price, what they

fell at the public inns is the moft wretched fluff in the

world. The catholics in particular, on faft-days,

are very badly off; for, notwithftanding the Po
abounds with a great variety of excellent fifh, as pike,

carp, perch, trout, and ftiirgeon, weighing from

eighty to a hundred pounds ; the avaricious landlords

will not be at the expence of purchafing frefh filh,

but their guefts muft be contented with mifcrably

bad fait filh, or an aumellete of Itale eggs.

Their manner of burying the dead is very unnatu-

ral and offenfive. They carry the corpfe in proceffion

to the grave, into which they put it without any cof-

fin. I need not mention how difagreeable a fpec-

tacle
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hclc this muft be, when the perfon died of the mcafles,

ifmall-pox, or the like infeftioUs diftempers. But the

difagrefcablenefs of the fpeftacle is not the worft con-

fequence that ^attends it ; we know the effluvia are

iniedtious, and confequently muft greatly tend to

fpread the difeafe. The malked fraternities, who
often attend funerals, and whofe eyes only can be
jTeen, make indeed a frightful, but at the fame time,

a very mean appearance. The churches are alfo, by
their negligence, often rendered ofFenfive ; for it is

not uncommon, even when any contagious diftemper

rages, to fee three or four dead bodies lying in them
uncovered a whole day. Perfons of diftindlion have

their peculiar family- vaults in the churches and cha-

pels i but the poorer fort are thruft into a kind of
hole under ground, in heir parifh-churches, from
fifty to a hundred and fifty together, without any

coffins. The paflages indeed into thefe deep repofi-

tories are vaulted, and have feveral doors between
them and the church; but all is not fufficient to pre-

veftt the noxious effluvia from difl^ufing itfelf over

the whole church. I well know, that this inccnvc-

niency is not peculiar to the churches at Turin, but
a nuifance common to moft of the large cities, efpe-

cially in Romifli countries. But, as it is a prac-

tice repugnant to reafon, it ought to be univerfally

rejefted.

The celebrated Dr. Philip Verheyen, profeflbr of
phyfic and anatomy at Louvain, who died in 1710,
in his lifetime, caufed an infcription to be placed on
his own tomb, importing^ " That he had ordered

his mortal part to be depofited in the church-yard,

that he might not defile the church, or infeft it with

noxious fteams." A caution, that certainly merits

the moft ferious attention.
^

Nor can. I be reconciled to the unbounded liberty

which mountebanks and empirical quacks have ob-
tained in Turin, as well as in other parts of Italy,

of cheating the people both of their money and their

health.
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health. The ordinances of the Turin academy, in-

deed, prohibit, undef pain of death, any perfon

from felling medicines, without a permiflion froni

the firft phyfician of the country *, but this prohibi-

tion is of no cohfequence, every place fwarming with

ignorant itinerants •, unlefs the phyfician can be fuf-

pedted of granting his licences, Vvithbut knowing ei-'

ther the perfon, or the nature of medicines he has the

confidence of felling to the common people. There
are always in the Plate de Chateau, feverat ftages

eredted for thefe empirics, where each endeavours to

txcel his rival in mufic, antic tricks, and other foole-

ries, in order to augment the number of his audi-

ence. Arid it is jfhockirig to hear what afleverationi

thefe impidus wretches make ufe of to recommend
thtiir rioxious preparations. Some days fince I heard

one of them begin his harangue in the foUbwihg fo-

lemn manner :
" Praifed be the Lord Jefus Chrift,

ofwhom i defire no m6r6 than that he will deal with

me according to his righteoufnefs iti iht laft Ju^Jg-

ment, in the fame manner as I fhall with you this

day. I fquander away my fubftance from an affec-

tionate regard for your health \ but the devil, thac

enemy of all good works, has fo blinded your eyes,

that you look upon a few fols as ecJUal t6 a hundred

fcudi, and by that means negled your own health,

and that of your neareft relations, which might bci

eftablifhed for I'o irifignificant a trifle : if I take a

fingle doit from you contrary to the dictates of my
confcience, I wi(h 1 may j^e condemned to fwallow

your melted money through all eternity in hell, &c.'*

This detclled empiric's panacea confifted of two

powders, with which he pretended to cure infallibly

the apoplexy, epilepfy, or falling-ficknefs, cholic,

head-ach, confumption, and dropfy j though at the

fame time the price of both was no more than a fingle

parabojoles or nine pfennings i w hence a judgment

may be formed of the excellent ingredients of vvhicli

thefe medicines were compounded. Modcfty, how-

CVCT>
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tvc^, (iois not feem tb be entirely baniffied from the

tobth-driwers j fot they conimonlV a'^Tiirc' their pa-

tients, tksWrtliey will happily take their tc^tll out con

a^odifa^d Apoitoniay *« with x\\^ \\dp of St* Apd-
Ionia," the tiAilat iaint and ptitrc nefs of the teeth*

And, whbuevef Ihc is named, both the doctor ind aiw

dience nbVef ^il'tt) pull off theit hati in token of re-

vcrence;

[To.what ijrrdated bjf Mr. Keyflcr, \^e fhall add
Ibme fstrthef ^[•ticiilairs of a Ijiter date, and of i
mote faitiiliiki' AatJutc, frbm t^felri^eriious Mr. Sharpc \

whofe' letters fVbmTitrin arie dated in Miy 1766.
z'^ Thferfe' Jtre tWd theitrc^ at Turin; the one for

die ietious oi^etk, dlthdA: as l^ge arid magfiiBcent a^

that at Naples ; the feco'nd, a fmaller, foi: the thred

other kinds of f^ftafcles : nkriicly, the Coniedief

Eranfoife, the Cohiedie Itzilienht, and the Oper^
.

Comiqwe. Thefe foUr exhibitions fucgeed each other,'

in thfe four diflfercht feaforii of the year; but th^

king and family jievet frequent any but the grarid^

opera. I do not learh that his maiefty lays hirhfel^

liiidcT this; i«ftrain€, fftmi iriy religi&us exception to

ajday-houfe, but merely becauft it is the etiquette

or the cdurt. Should the royal family break through]

thii ridiciilotis forWi it would certainly tend to im-
pTovc their ftage, aihd render the fpe^lacles more bril-

liaht i but they have a cuftom hete, whieh will al-

wa*y« pPcfetVJe elegartfce and decorum in their operas.

There is a fociety of forty gentlemen, anfwerable for'

every expence whatfo'ever, viz. the falaries of the

a^i?s and th6 ofcheftra, the purchale of the fcenery,

the d^cfles, ^t. ^e. fo that the pctformers are fure'

of their pay', though the operas fhould not lucceed.

his; not lb with regaCfd to the Italian and French co-

medians, thofe two companies taking the chance 0/
good aiid bad houfeS.

Whilft I am at Turin, I go every day to the k-ing's

anti-chaniibr-r, to fee him and his court pafs to chapel,

and as conftantly wa'jt on them through the whole

Vol. IV. Z iervice

:
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fervice : if meerly attending on public worihip be ^
work of merit, I may vaunt with the Pharifee in the

Gofpel, of my great deferr. You will wonder to hear

fo much of my perfeverance in the purfuit of thefo

religious ceremonies -, but, as the folly I am enquiring

after is infinite,, were I to live here for ever, thefearch

would likcwife be endlefs. The .gopd old king, in

his latter days, gives himfelf up entirely to devo-

tion ; the reft of the family too are exceedingly de-

yout : the church, therefore, is triumphant at Turin,

and the chief fplendor of this city is to be found in

the king's chapel. He has a choice orcheftra^ at the

head of which are , Pugnani, and the two BiCbiKis.

He feldom prays to God ; but as Nebuchadnezzar

prayed to his God, with the found of the fackbut,

the pftilter, and all k;nds of mufical inftruments.

Certainly, if a gilded church be an honouf to the

Deity, he is much more honoured in Italy than in

England, and the catholic religion, if I may ufe the

expreHion, is much more flattering to him than our

plain home fpun form of prayer. ; .

"On Saturday laft, the whole mafs waa, performed

in the pantomime manner, theprieft not pronouncing

one word aloud, but only accompanying the mufic

through the whole office, with a thoufand unintelli-

gible, (atleafttome) ridiculous geftures. The day

following being Whitfunday, there was a high mal's,

which continued exaftly fifty minutes, and was cele-

brated both by mufic and by chaunting. The tricks

played by the priefts, and their attendants, during

the celebration, are fo whimfical, that, were I ca-

pable of defcribing them, you would imagine 1 had

Jat down to invent raillery, farcafm, and caricature.

To give you fome idea of one part : conceive to

yourfclf, four young men in fcarlet banyans, and

rhite nightrails, walking half the time of the fervice

before the altar ; one moment bowing like the judges

in Bays*s dance, to the king, the next moment to

the altar -, and prefently after, to. the ground \ thus

'.\ , ringing



Hngihff the changes for fifty minutes : then each of

thcrti nas a large lighted taper, which, for a cer-

tain length of time, they carry horizontally, wulking

folemnly 6ne after another, with the fame care aa

you would (lep along a narrow deal board, without

touching the cracks of the floor. After this pro-

ceffion they bend both knees toward the ground,

but not fo far as to touch the ground, juft in the

method you have feen dancers on the flack rope,

but fomething more deliberately j after this, they

raife themfelves fron: that uneafy pofl:ure, to an cre^
fituation ; but with (o circumfpedt and gradual a mo-
tion, that they tremble and totter, not without fomc
rifle of falling : when the genufleftion and elevation

arc finiflied, or, rather, during the operation, the

tapers are thrown into various pofltions, as a foldier

would exercife with a pike or a muflcet. How the

fertile and foolifli brain of man could invent all this

fdppery and nonfenfe is wonderful •, but it would,

perhaps, be curious, could we come at the hiftory

of its origin, and on what pretence thefe feveral prac-

tices were introduced. I am afraid to go on with my
defcription, becaufe I feel myfelf unequal to the ri-

diculoufnefs ; and, indeed, left I fliould forfeit the

character of vefacity, by telling truths fo very like

falfehoods : but muft not omit to mention, that, at

a certain moment, (I think the inftant after the ele-

vation of the hoft) the two priefts who officiate at

the altar, embrace and kifs other priefts who fit on
the bench near the altar, with a folemnity and gri-

mace truly ludicrous. I confefs it is feldom pardon-

able, to deride the ceremonies of any religion fin-

cerely profefifed by its follower's ; but, when the ce-

"Tremonies of a religion are farcical, and lb palpably

the inftruments of oppreffion and tyranny, by which
thie common fenfe and civil rights of the world are

enflaved to a proud priefthood i it were virtue fip

JaMgh till men grew afhanned of their folly*

r

,1,

f

Z t There
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There is at Turin a famous violin, called Pugnani,

in the highefl reputation for his proQciency on thac

inftrumem •, and, in the opinion of the Italians, and
even the Englifh here, fuperior ' to Giardini. It has

been my^ good' fortune to hear him to the greatell

advantage ; bur,, if I may hazard my fentiments on
this delicate point, I muft tell you, though 1 am fin-

gwlar in my judgment, I prefer Giardini, and cfteem

him a much more agreeable performer than Pugnani.

It is ftiid, Pugnani draws out a louder tone from
the upper part of the fiddle than Giardini does, and
this, rtmul^ be granted, is his fort j but, with fub-

milTion to Italianr ears, mine were a little fhocked in

feveral parts of his folo. I wifhod he had been a
little more fweet, though he, had been lefs forte •, and,

from this example or fo excellent a performer, it

may be fufpe^led that a firing, of a certain fhortnefs,

will nor admit of fweetnefs • beyond fuch a degree of

loudnefs. His tafte and elegance I thought by no
mean? comparable to Giirdini's -, but, perhaps, I

may have been millaUen in all my criticilms ; liow-

ever, I am perfuaded, though my judgment may be

falfe, that it does not fpring from a want of feeling *,

for the Bifoucis, both of them, (the hautbois and

the baflbon) gave me the pleafure I expeded from

their fame; who, though they are extremely old,

have ftill the fame powers as formerly. Moft, pro-

bably Pugmni will find his way to England fome
time or another ; but, at prefent, I am told the king

will not fuffer it -, for, though his majefty has no re-

lifh for mufic, he will have the beft hands he can

procure for divine fervice. I fuppofe, were a plain

Chriftian to alk, why all this noile and parade in di-

vine worfhip ? why all thefe drvims, trumpets, and

clangor.^ Are not a good life, a devout heart, and

a fbber prayer, the moft pleafing offering that can be

made to the Deity ? The men with fhaved heads, holy

writer, fweet burning incenfe, tapers lighted at noon

day, and a Wafer god^ would treat him as a fanatic,

. "^ a here-
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alieredc, abUfpcmer: and, in my opinion, confift-

ent enough with the reft of their conduft, who arc

lb abfurd and cruel, as ro mutilate young lads, in or-

der to render their voices and praifcs more accept^

able to an Almighty Being. '
f^

The environs of Turin arc nearly al pleafant as

tliofe of Florence -, and, if you confidcr the beauty

of the river^ fully fo : the city itfehf is, certainly,

much more regular and handfome than any other in

Italy, and would ire a delightflil abode, were a man
well recommended and introduced into the beft

company ; for our notions and chara6lers of places

often depend on the little accident of falling into

agreeable or,difagreelible fociety. The young Enpj^

lilhmen here complain of the dullnefs and meki^t.

choly of the court, which throws a gloom over tiic

whole face of Turin j as there is neither an Engiiih

or a French ambafl>tclor here, the common refourcefe

of amufement and politcnefs, in the principal courts

of Europe. The king, as I have intimated, pravs

much i the duke of Savoy not a little : the laaies in

waiting are ancient, the fame that adorned-the draw-

ing-room fome thirty or forty years ago :• then iht

duke is the father of nine children, a circUmftAncfe

which naturally renders a man fomewhat ferious in

every ftation of life. All chcfe things confidered, you
will imagine Turin is not fo gay as it might have

been under other circumftances. The women, how-
ever, are extremely beautiful and fair 'n this country,

though, indeed, the ladies of Milan i Venice al-

moft vie with them in complexion and features. It

is a matter of aftonilhment, to '^ hat a degree this

fajrnefs of fkin prevails in the no^ hern parts of Italy'.

I can hearken to a reafoner, who informs me, that

the frequent mixture of the Moors, and their inter-

marriages with the Spaniards, during the feveral cen-

turies they occupied fo large a portion of Spain, will

account for the olive complexion of that nation ; but

we are ftiil at a lofs to comprehend why the Frencll

z 3 ar
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arc a browner people than the inhabitants of Picdf-

mpnt and Lombardy, who live in nearly the fame la-

titude. The common people are more olive-coloured

than the gentry here -, but that, perhaps, is owing
to the heat of the fun : fo that, in fa6t, they are ra^

ther fun-burnt than of a natural olive-colour. The
women here, are fo much handfomer than thofe in

Naples, that, on the firft thought, one wonders that

a Neapolitan, of a large fortune, does not, for the

fake of a fair offipring, feek a wife in thefe parts

;

but, when it is confidered how little the charms of

beauty, affedion, fociety, and conftancy, are re-

quired in marriage here •, the wonder ceafes : family

connexions, fortune, and an eldeft fon, feem to be

the only objefts of matrimony.

I go every night to the comedy. The company

of comedians are from Venice, and perhaps are the

beft company in Italy •, but, the drama all over Italy

is in a very low ftate, and how a reformation (hould

be efFedted, I can hardly conceive. Their plays are

generally dull, where they are not farcical; and

where they are farcical, they defcend to the ribaldry

of our jack puddings at Bartholomew-Fair. How,
therefore, Ihould they ever have good aclors, till

their a^ors are furnifhcd with better compofitions,

and better heard-, and, what is alfo of equal confe-

quence, better paid than at prefent? I muft not, now
J am upon the fubjed of plays, any longer forget

to tell vou, that at Florence, women, as with us,

fit in thp pit : a cuftom, I believe, peculiar to that

city. .

•

p In the great guard room, adjoining to the king's

apartments, 1 ice the fame cobwebs 1 left there laft

year, and, which poflibly have fubfifted ever fincc

the beginning of this century. Strange, that, in fo

elegant a palace, there fliould be fo glaring, fo nafty

a deformity i but it is in England only, where a unit

formity of grandeur, and cleanlinefs, befpeaks th«

|:iches of the mailer ! In Italy you fee Ibmc palace*
"

'

'

. / with
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with pictures and ftatues, to the- value often or twenty

chourand pounds, and a bricked floor, you would be
afhamedoffin your Icitchen; then the huiigings, chairs*

and curtains, are fuch, as an Englifhman would blu(h

to put into his garrets. Another inllance, a ftriking

one indeed, of parfimony mixed with royalty, is^

that at this moment, both in the gardens at Parma;
and Turin, they are adually making hay in the fmall

plots, or partitions i and I fhould fuppofc, the quan-

tity is rather an obje<5b of fhillings, than guineas ; for

the abundance of meadow^grounds all through Picdi-

mont and Lombardy, is really furpri'fing. i

. I take plcafure in furveymg the fortifications of
Turin. I confider this ftate as our natural ally, an

enemy to France, from its fituation; aud it gives

me the utmoft delight, to fee the exa^l order in which
they are kept : it appears to me, that if a brick de-

cay, it is immediately fupplied with a new one. The
repairs of fo many fortified towns, in fo fmall a prin-

cipality, mull fall heavy on the king's revenue ; but
there is aa ceconomy here pradifed in governmenr,
an Engliihman has no idea of: I have it from the

beft authority, that the appointments of the fecre-

tary of (late, are a^(»ut four hundred pounds a year

fterling.' Hj '*') Uiat : i ^t-p^ ^-M'

^ I think I have mentioned, how;frequently I have

blufhed in England at the brutal cuftom, which pre-

vails amongft'the common people there, of boxing

upon every little quarrel •, and how often I have fince*

blufhed in Italy, that I fhould have been alhamed of
my country, for a pradice, which I now efteem lau-

dable, taking mankind fuch as thfy are. I find, by
experience here, that the fudden indignation and
tranfports of a choleric man, mult be immediately

gratified, and when a bloody nofc given on the fpot,

or the gentle and cooler method of challenging the

offender to fli»p, docs not fatisfy, aflairination will

take place, and dabbing will be the fubfticute of

boxing. I am led into the repetition of this remark,

• •
.

Z 4 by
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t^y ^ ft9iy> I |>ic;k^4 up thiP Qther day, in this city,

svjiicfe J^^^fes jj)e ^rfiijKily, ^ \t qharaderizcs fo

ftrpngjy, the jiferieDf gfwwfes of the Italian, and

jhlB pl;)glift ppmmon people. It feems, that a few
weeks fince, fpoip EpgliCb f^iloxs jn the port of Nice,

(iad got drupk at ^public houfe, gre^ noify and

quarrclfo;ne, ilript ixkto buff, and fought it out ; but

jhe poor la^idjady, who e^pefted nothing Icfs, from

the out/i^t pf the fray, than blood and murder, had,

in the very beginpii^g of *it, run for the guard of the

to>yn, to take them into cuftody : the guard accord •

ingly came j but, Ixfore this period, the failors had

Enilhed their battle, and had fct down to drink again,

the beft friends in tne world i which they explained

Xo the fpldiprs : but the foldiers, not havmg the leaft

compr^henfion of fych fudden forgivenefs and friend-

Ihip, infixed they fbouid all go to the guard-houfe

:

this ob(\:inacy aftionted our tars, who fell violently

upon therp, and, I think, broke two or three of their

muflcets i but in th^ end they were overpowered, and

one of th^m taken prifoner, the reft efcaping to their

ihip. Tbc fequel qFthe ftory is, that the commandant
put the prifoner into the Clocks all night, which is an

infamoys kind of puniQimeot here ; for they do not

fit, but lie, (perhaps in the mud) on their backs.

'Now, the prifoiier happening to be the boaifwain of

the (hip, he thought his dignity affronted, and lodged

a complaint againft the commandant, with the Eng-»

\''A\ charge d'offaires, who reported it to the king. Hjs
majefty was very gracious, condemned the precipi-

tancy of the commandant, who, he faid, fliould have

fent to court for his inilrudions, laughed at the ri-

diculoufnefs of the event, but told the chane d'affaires^

that no reparation could be made, in any kingdom of

the world, to a man who had oppofed the officers of
juftlce, in the regular execution of their duty.

The frequency of llabbing in thefc countries, is

not, however, meerly owing to the ungovernablcnels

of ilie pafligns j for, were men under more reftraint,

the

was one
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j^c crime, I atp peiTfu^4e4» would he lefs common 5

but, her/e, befide the ftnftuary which delinquents

find in churches and hoAy places, there is another ftill

moje open fant^lgary, I mean, the remiflhefs both of

Jaw and profecution. Mr. Murray, our late refidenit

at Venice, upon his firft arrival rli-^re, loudly pro-

claimed, that &ould any Englifhmen be afTafTinated

during his refidentlhip, no expence, no interpofition,

Ihould prevent his twinging the criminal to condign

puoifliment: the Venetian common people are all

apprifed of his refolution, and, that no Englifhmaii

has been murdered, he aicribes to this meafure. Sir

James Gray, our late enyoy at Naples, I am told,

was once extremely a£tive in bringing a criminal to

the gallows, who had aflafllnated one of our coun-

trymen. The example, perhaps, had a good effeft

on their behaviour, as there has been no fuch other

inftance fince that time j but it had little influence on
their morals -, for the day happening to be black said

ftormy, the common people believed that heaver) was
ofFended at the execution of a catholic for the death

of a heretic j fo far were they from imagining it was
a proper jullice, and a facrifice pleafmg to God.
Could the church be prevailed on to recede from
the right of Iheltering murderers, it would be a great

ftride toward a reformation of this enormous evil.

At Florence, where Sir Horario Man informed me,
fewer capital crimes are committed than in any other

city of Italy, my eyes were tired with the view of

an alTaffin and another delinquent, who had taken re-

fuge on the fteps before a church contiguous to lord

*s houfe. One could not look out of v/indow,

but thefe fellows prelented lliemfelves to your fight j

they fauntered upon the fteps all day, and retired into

the church during the night. His loidihip told me,
tliey had led this life many months, and lb badly dp
good people often judge of real charity, that it was
eftecmed a matter of religion in the neighbourhood

to fupply thefe wretches every day with a fufficiency

n of
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of provifion. I muft not omit, however, to mention,

that government, upon very extraordinary occafions,

"will fometimes encroach a little upon the privileges of

the church. Not long ago, there was a murder, of
a very atrocious nature, committed in that city, and
the perpetrator, as ufual, flew to a church for his

•afylum •, upon which, the magiftracy caufed it to be

•furrounded night and day, with a guard fufficient to

prevent any one from going to mafs there, and, con-

fequently, from carrying him any fuftenance. In a

few days, the criminal, from a certainty of prefent

death, by ftarving, threw himfelf in the hands of

juftice, to take his trial, when he met with his de-

ferts." We now return to Mr. Keyfler.]

The genius, temper, and method of living among
the Savoyards, having been already confidered, it

remains, that I now give you fome account of the

Piedmontefe. A native of this country fome time

fince drew up a comparifon between them, but I am
far from pretending to juftify it. He pretended,

that, among ten Piedmontefe, one honeft man might

probably be found, but not one dilhoneft perfon

among ten Savoyards. But whether this aflTertion be

true or falle, this is certain, that the Piedmontefe are

extremely artful, and it would greatly tend to pro-

mote their reputation, if they nevet employed their

talents in an improper manner. They are, however,

very careful to conceal the abufe they make of them

under fuch plaufible circumftances and artful ap-

pearances, that it is impoffible not to admire their

dexterity. 'fh- hi} :,

In 1695, a Piedmontefe, under the borrowed name

of count Canifia, came to Vienna, and immediately

waited on the imperial minifter, pretending that the

duke of Savoy had fcnt him to negotiate fome weighty

affair between themlHves, without the knowlege of the

French ambaffador. He produced, at the fame time,

his credentials, in which both the hand-writing and

fcal of the duke were ioiitaced to the greatcft perfec-
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tion. Accordingly, he was very favourably received

;

and foon after publicly declared himfelf envoy extra-

ordinary from the court of Savoy. He was honoured
with frequent conferences by the emperor's council;

and was fo well received in the genteeleft aflemblics,

that on the captain of the ^ards refufing him ad-

mittance to a private concert m the palace, he demand-
ed fatisfadlion in his mafter*s name, and the captain

was commanded to afk his pardon. To obtain the

proteftion and friendlhip of thejefuits, whofe power^
at court, he was no ftranger to, was his firft care.

Accordingly, he vifited their church, and, obferving

that it was not finifhed, owing, as they alleged, to

the utter inability of the fociety to proceed in the

worjc, he a(ked them what fum of money it would
require ? The fathers, in anfwer to his queftion, laid

before him an etlimate, amounting to two thoufand

Louis d*Ors. Upon which the pretended CarafFa

declared his particular attachment to their order, add-

ing, that he thought himfelf extremely happy in

meeting with the leaft opportunity of fhewing it pub-
licly ; that they might continue the building of their

church, toward which, he that very day fent them
the two thoufand Louis d'ors. He was, however, kn-
fible, that he could not long a6t his part without being

difcovered; and, not being willing to bear the whole
expence of fuch a piece or generofity, he invited fe-

veral of the firft ladies of the court to fupper and
a ball. 'Every one promifed him their company

:

but he pretended to complain that they had feveral

times before difappointed him, and, in a jocofe man-
ner, defi.red a pledge from each lady, as a fecurity for

her fulfilling her promife, by honouring him with her

prefence. Accordingly, one gave him a ring, another

a pearl necklace, a third rich ear-rings, and a fourth

a gold watch, with feveral things of value, fo that the

pledges amounted to near twelve thoufand dollars.

All the guefts appeared at the place and time ap-

pointed ^ bqt the difappointment and chagrine of the

whole
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whole cofnpariy are much e^Tier iittagitied than d^,
fGribe4, when they were convinced that their gay
frien4 was no other ihaii a Awper* and was retired

ifrom Vienqa. The jeii^t* hfid lifcewife but little

reafon to boaft of their good fortiine : for, a few
days before his deputwe^ putting on an air of a

deep concern, he thfew himfclf in the way of the

emperor's confeflbr, who, obreryifig him to be re-»

p?»rkaWy nicianchdy, alked him the reafon. The
count anfwcred, that he woiijd venture to entruft him
with tfec fecret, which was, that he wanted money at

thp very time his matter's Affairs required a funi of

c^ht thoufand jLouis d'ors, to render his negociation

at the imperial court fuccefsful. The jefuits, who
|iad fo lately known a« inftance of his liberal difpofi-

tion, made po fcruple of fqrniihing him with the

el^ht thouiand Louis d*Ors ; and, with this acquifi'-

tion, together with the pledges qf the ladies, he

thought proper to withdraw. Some years after he

was apprehended pn a very different occafion, in the

duke's territories, and that prince ordered him to be

belieaded in prifqn. 3«t I have been afiured at Turin,

that his fentence was changed into an imprifonment

for life, the duke's council having pleaded very pa-

thetically on the following maxim in the law, quod

excelhfis in arie non debeat tnoriy " Whoever has un-

common (kill in any art (hould not be put to death,"

The late father Sacchieri, of Turin, was a remark-

able inftance of the ftrength q^ human underftand-

ing, particularly that faculty of the foul we term me-

mory. He was very well verfed in the higher geor

metry, efpecially in Leibnitz's Analyfis Infinitorum \

and, after reading over with attention a leaf in any

printed book, he could, with the greateft eafe, repeat

it with fluency, both forward and backward. Upon
[earing a fermon, provided the preacher did not ex-

ceed above an hour in delivering it, he could readily

repeat it in the fame order ; though the Italian fer-

mons feem to be lefs connetited than any others, on

account
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account of the maxims and iftdtal fentence^ with

which they abound. He could play at chcfsr with

three different pcrfbns at the fame time^ even with-

out feeing any one of the chefs-boards. He required

no more thaa thtac his fubftitute fhould tell him what
piece his antagonift had moved, and Sacchieri could

dircdk what ftep was to be takcii on his fide, holding

at the- fame time convetfacion with the company pre-

fenc If any difpute arofe about the place where any
piece fhould bey he could tell every n^ove that had
been madcy not only by hSmfclf birt by his antago-

nift, frorti the beginning of the game ; and in this

manner uncofitcffibly decide theproper place of the

piece. This uncommon dexterity at the game of
chefs appears to me ahnoft the greateft inftance that

can be produced of a^ftlpprifing memory. And^ for

the truth of the faft, lean appeal to witneflcs, whofe

veracity^ as wcU as high' rank^ will not admit of the

leafb doubt.

Butj a quicknefsf of parts is n6t only obfervable

among perfons of faftiion and learning, but likewife

among thecommon people in Piedmont; who are re-

markable for their penetration: for which they ate

very probably indebted,- both to thfe warm climate of
Italy, and their proximity and ihtcrconrfe with the

French t nation, with> Whom they are fometimes" at

peace, . but more frequently at war. We muft, hbw-
cver,. exceptj out of the number ofthe king's fagaci-

ous fubje6ts, the inhabitants- of the moimtains of
Aoftia, who feldom or never leave- their vallies, and
hardly believe that any part ofthe world is inhabited

beade the fpot where tl^y dwbll. The greateft part

of them have wens or ftrumous fweHings on their'

throatsi- and . the fame diftenrper is dfo obfervablc

among' their horfes, dogs, &c. Such excrefcences

are therefore, in all prolwbility, owing to the water

they drink, I'he natives are fo accuftomed to them,
tlmt they are not confidered as deformities. And it

is-faid, that-a ftrangejady, wh^ had not a wen, com-
ing
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ft;g into a church in this valley, during the fcrmon,-

fo uncommon a fight difturbed the devotion of the

congregation, and produced a, general laugh. Even
the preacher, after looking about fome time for the

caufe of this uproar, could not contain his rifible paf-

fion-, but, foon recovering his clerical gravity, he re-

prefented to his audience, that, indeed, in what they

had done, they were not altogether culpable, though

the natural imperfections of our neighbours were not

proper objeds of mirth and ridicule ^ that a Chriflian,

upon any fuch occafion, ihould rather be thank-

ful to providence for the gifts bcftowed on him, than

infult his neighbour for being deftitute of them.
'

. "With regard to the manner of living amOng the

ladies in Turin, it is extremely free ; they continually

talk to the men, and laugh fo exceflively, as would

be liable to cenfure in other places. Each has her

gallant and confident for carrying on intrigues ; and

with thefe they converfe at aflemblies. But foreign-

ers, who do not approve of living gaily, muj' not

cxpe6t to have their company greatly coveted. Va-

nity and a love of praife make them extremely polite

to flrangers, and, upon their coming into an afTem-

bly, they rife, and talk with them about the weather,

the opera, and the like; but never proceed any far-

ther. The fame behaviour (hewn to ftrangers, dur-

ing the firft week, continues the fame for near a

quarter of a year; but their complaifance abates

much fooner, if they imagine their flay at court, or

in. the city, fhould be longer. Tliey fpeak but

little French, generally their own Piedmontefe lan-

guage, which is a medley of French and Italian:

many words are intirely French, but fpoken as they

are written •, for inflance, laii (milk) is pronounced

la'iti and it is the fame with /rt/V, and other words.

Piedmont carries on a confiderable trade in filk,

which, for finenefs and ftrength, are reckoned the belt

in Italy. All the filk manufactures in Turin are as

good as in any place, except the glazed filks, or bro-

6
'

cades^
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•ades> and the gold and filver tiiTues, which fail far

ftiort of thofe of France. Many peafants in Pied-

mont fell, ever year, between four and five rubbs

(each rubb weighing twenty-five pounds) of filk,

which has not yet been wound from the balls ; and
each pound of thefe rubbs is worth betwixt twenty

and twenty-five fols. Thefe balls being thrown into

warm water, the threads are readily loofened, and
wound off without the leafl difficulty, and withouc

any wafte. Between three and four fuch threads are,

wound off together, and thefe conftitute the firft fine

threads. A pound of this fine filk is worth about a

Louis d*or. After boiling the threads, they change

from a yellow colour to a white. Some of the balls

can never be rendered ufeful ; this happens when the

worm dies there, and the putrefaftion of the infcdt

deftroys the texture of the filk. Thefe are all put

into a wooden vefiTel, and trodden out with the feet;

but, as this fort of filk cannot be fpun fine, it is only

ufcd for linings. It is not allowed to keep any filk-

worms, at leaft, in any confiderable numbers, at Tu-
rin, they being looked upon as detrimental to health,

the people imagining, that, from their feveral tranf-

fprmations, fermentations, and fome degreie of pu-

trefaction, the air may be impregnated with pernici-

ous particles, which are not fo eafily difilpated in the

city as in the country. Ever fince the dreadful con-

tagious fevers, which, during the year 1709, raged

with fuch violence at Pefaro, and which, according to

the opinion of Joh. Maria Lancifi, the pope's phy-

fician, proceeded from the putrid effluvia arifing from
water where the worms had been trodden outj it

was ordered, " That filk-worms, in their balls.

Ihould be dried in ovens, where bread was afterward

to be baked •, that they Ihould not be boiled in kettles,

unlefs convenient pits or ditches were at hand to con-

vey the infedious water from the city-, that the dead

worms fhould be taken out of the cods of filk before

they are boiled, and both the dead worms and the

erucas fhould not be thrown into the city ditch, as it
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'. is without water, but carried t6 the Pharos, a^ndthmwtf
into the fea." It is not difficult to contpute the
rtumber of filk-worms poffible to be kept ftOm the
number of whit« mulberry-trees. The woi^rrts pro-
duced from an ounce of eggi eat between eigfhty and
a hundred and forty rubbs of mulbeity-le^ves, ac-

cording as the feafon has bccrt more or Icfs v^atm-, for

they eat lefs irt cold than in warm wfeathtr. Mwlbtrry-
leaves fell from ten to twenty-five fols a ruBb) or
tWfenty-fiVe pounds.

The papilioes, immediately af:er their leaving the

pod, copulate, and, after eight or ten days, depofit

their eggs, ahd die. The eggs are, during the wiriter,

preferved With thfe greateil care; and as fodn as the

buds appear on the mulberry-trees, they are placed

between two matralTes, and itt'fbrty dafys, by d-' gentle

warmth are hatched. Some women greatly haltfeti

the prodliftlon of the worms, by carryirigthe e^s irt

paper bags in their bofoms.

The! nobility of Piedmorit have large qi^ahtlties of
frlk-wOrnis ori their eftates in the courttfry^ Which,

under certain reftridions, they commit tb liie cirb of
their tenants. This talk requires great afteTition, on'

account of the freih air that muft continually b^ let

into the large rooms where they are kept, and the

careful feeding of them at proper ftafons. The noble-

man provides the filk-wOrms eggs, whiciT,' in Pied-

mont, arfe generally worth between. threelivrfts and

a* half and five livres per ounce, together with th6

requiiite quantity of mulberry-leaves ; for Which' he

hzs half the produce of the filk in return. The
general produce of filk, from an ounce of eggs, if th6

worms work Well, is about four rubbs or balls of

unwound filk.

No good reafori can be giveri Why the prodUftion

of filk is fo greatly neglefted in G^rmahy, as it

Would fave the country prodigious funis of money
annually. France has, in this particular, Ihewn a

good example to her neighbours, aS the breeding of

iflk-worms and eftabliftiing of filk manufactures, dur-

ing
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!ng the reign of Henry IV. have proved inexhauftibic

fources of riches to that kingdom. The Englifli, who
import great part of their filk from Perfia, and mix ic

up with that of Italy, are very fenfible what advan •

cages would refult to the nation, could they propa-

gate the filk-worm in their councry, as, by the addi-

tion of Perfian filk, which is preferable to all others,

they would be able to carry the filk manufadbures to

as great perfedtion as they have done thofe of cloth,

by mixing a fmall quantity of Spanifh wool with that

of their own produftion. Even in Italy the filks of

Endifh fabric are better efteemeJ, and fold at a
higher price than the ItaHan : and it is very common
for the Neopolitan tradefmen, in order, more parti-

cularly, to recommend their filk ftockings, and other

fuch goods, to declare they are of Engufh manufac-
ture. The ancient Romans, during a long feries of

years, never flattered themfelves that the filk-worm

could be propagated in their country. And the an-

cient Greeks never faw any filk till after Alexander
the Great's conquell of Perfia. From Greece this

commodity was brought to Rome, but fold fo extra-

vagantly dear, as to be of equal value with gold itfelf.

The Perfians, being the only people acquainted with

the fecret of making filk, would not fuffcr a fingle

egg or worm to be carried out of the country. And
this was alfo the realbn that the ancient Greeks and
Romans were fo little acquainted with the origin of
filk, that they imagined it grew fpontaneoufly on
trees. The holofericum, or pure filk, was worn by
the ladies only : men of quality and rc£\k were con-

tented with what they called fubfericum, a ftuff made
of equal quantities uf filk and flax -, Helio^abalus be-

ing the firft who made ufe of the former.

In Italy, the mulberry-trees produce leaves very

early, fo that the firft brood of worms is over before

the ftrong heats of the fummer commence-, but in

Germany the worms are frequently hatched, before

any mulberry -leaves appear-, the conlequence of

Vol. IV. A a which
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which is, that the whole brood pcrilhcs. In order to

prevent this misfortune, and retard the produdlion of
the worms, till nature has provided their proper food,

the eggs fhould either be depofited in a cheft wrapped
up in white linen, or in a glafs-veflcl well flopped,

and fufpended over the water, in a well.

Where they have no mulberry- trees, they feed the

fdk-worms with lettuce ; but great care is requifite

not to give them above four or five of the tender

leaves of the plant at a time, and that thofe leaves are

thoroughly dry. That the climate even of the northern

parts of Germany is adapted to the production of

lilk-worms, we have an ocular demonflration, from

the practice at Berlin, where the white mulberry-trees

have flood the fharpnels of the fevered winters, and

the filk produced from them, by means of fome par-

ticular methods of management, much preferable to

that of many other countries, both with regard to

Hrength and beauty.

Another article, of confiderable profit to the pea-

fants of Piedmont, is truffles, which are found in I'uch

plenty, that this country may be fliled their native

foil. Several peafants are faid to have earned between

fixty and feventy dollars a year, purely by taking up
this famous vegetable. Truffles are of three kinds,

black, white, and ilreaked or marbled. When they

are fine and large, they cod, here, from fifty fols to

three livres a pound, the price increafing with their

magnitude. At Cafal, fome time ago, a truffle,

weighing twelve pounds, was fold for four Louis

d*ors : and another of the fize of a plate, quite found,

and weighing fourteen pounds, was prefented to the

princefs of Piedmont.

Piedmont derives no fmall advantage from the

great plenty of wine produced in mofl parts of the

country. Thefe wines, like all others in Italy, arc

very fweet while new, ei'pecially the white. But

they have a kind of red wine, very different from the

fweet, called vino brufco, efleemed proper to be

ri... .r.
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drank by peribns of a corpulent habit •, whereas the

fweet or vino Amabile Is thought more proper for

thofc that arc thin. At the inns the wine is cxcelTively

bad; but no judgment fhould thence be formed of

the wines produced here, which are very good, par-

ticularly in the neighbourhood of AlefTandria. The
fruitful mountains of Montferrat produce excellent

wine, in large quantities.

Piedmont is a fertile country, abounding in eve-

ry part with filberd, chefnut, and mulberry-trccs.

The commdn people are great admirers of the large

chtfnuts or marons, as they call them: thefe they

put into an oven, and, when thoroughly hot, cool

them in red wine*, after which they are dried a fccond

time in the oven : whert thus prepared, they are call-

ed bifcuits, and eaten cold. The fined country in

the king's dominions is that lying between Turin and .

Coni, and which cart, perhaps, ao where clfe be

equalled. About two leagues from Geneva is a wood
of bpx, belonging to the marquis Coudray, covering

two hundred acres of ground. The Hocks of fome

of thefe trees are fo large that few men can grafp

them with their arms. Not many years ago ptirc of

this plantation was cut down, and the timber lold for

twenty-four thoufand doUats. Box is fo pljsnty in

Savoy that the beefoms are made of it.

The breeding and fattening of cattle are articles

of great value to- the Piedmontefe, the profits annu-

ally arifmg, being faid to amount to ne:ir three

millions ; befide the great numbers of black cattle

fold yearly to the Milanefe. Mules are bred in Sa-

voy, though great numbers are brought annually

from Naples, Sicily, and particularly from Au-
vergne, and fold for between forty and fifty pftolcs a

head.

With regard to the coin current in this country,

the Louis d'or, or Spanifli piftole, paHes for fixtecn

livres and five fols ; but what they call the comniua
piilole is worth fifteen livres only.

A a 2 A t!u-
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A ducat is nine livres. fn-?o r if? ?

A zecchino, nine livres thirteen fols and a half.

The filver French dollar, with three crowns, pafles

for five livres ; and thofe which have the fmall armo-
rial enfigns, for four.

The philippo of Milan is worth four livres thirteen

fols and one third -, in Milanefe money, it is equal

to feven livres, the proportion betwixt the livre of
Milan and that of Piedmont being as 3 to 2.

The livre is twenty fols.

. A doufon, thirteen fols and a half.

- A parabajola, two thirds of a fol, fo that three pa-

rabajoles make exa(5tly two fols.

' Befide thefe pieces, they have five-fols pieces *, and

jlouble deniers, fix of which are equal in value to a fol

I cannot defcribe the ftite of the nobility of Pied-

mont, without the greateift regret. The behaviour of

the king of Sardinia toward the nobility, who aic

now deprived of their ancient privileges and dignity,

has been the fource of the misfortunes of a great

many of them, and given great difcontent to the reft.

Baron Forftner (hewing the duke of Savoy a map
of the duchy of Wirtemberg, publifhed by Meyern,

in 1 710, the duke was furprifed to fee the number of

fmall eftates belonging to the imperial knights diffe*

minuted through all parts of the country ; and alked,

Why the houfe of Wirtemberg did notfeize thefe

eftates ?" The baron anfwered, *' That neither the

laws of the empire, nor the intcreft of his imperial

majefty, would admit of it." But his highnefs re-

plied, *' That it was not impofllble, without having

" recourfe to compulfive methods, to obtain them,

" as both he and his ancellors had experienced by the

•' Piedmontefe." The king has, indeed, in fome of

his late ordinances, dropped fome tender expreflions

with regard to the welfare of his nobility, and enaded

fome laws for augmenting their number. The per-

petual efl:abliGiment of the right of primogeniture,

in all fiefs, is sin inftancc of this i wliercas in allodial

^
, v. eftates

4(

(C

C(

cc

<i.



PIEDMONT. S57

cftates no nobleman can execute ^fidei commijfum^ or

feofment in truft, farther than to the 4th degree of
confanguinity. Burghers and plebeians are allowed

to make very few feofments -, and, though they may
ieavc their whole eftate to one of their fons, yet that

fon is not obliged to preferve and convey it intire and
undivided to his children ; an uneafy refled^ion to

thofe who have the misfortune of feeing their fons in-

fatuated with the gaieties of life, and defirous of hav-

ing their eftates remain in their families. The daugh-
ters are allowed a competent portion, but excluded

from fucceeding to a fief, till the male line is totally

extinft i which greatly tends to fupport the grandeur

of families. But notwithftanding all thefe regulations,

the nobility of Savoy and Piedmont are more depreired

than thofe of any other kingdom or ftate in Europe.

For the future all alienations of demefnes are pro-

hibited, all efcheats or devolutions of fiefs annulled,

and all expedancies or reverfions abrogated. The
fovereign has indeed ftill the power of reftoring fiefs

forfeited either by felony or treafon -, and, in a cafe

of neceffity, or as a reward for Ibme particular fer-

vice, he may alienate or bellow a fief on any perfon

;

but the obligation eeafes at the death of the receiver.

The grandeur of the ancient nobility alfo grr.-

dually diminiihes, in proportion as their number is

multiplied. Whoever buys an eilate to which the

title of marquifate, barony, or the like, is annexed,

is ennobled by the purchafe, and accordingly takes

the title of marquis, baron, &:c. Thefe honorary

titles are eafily and cheaply obtained, fix or eight

thoufand livres being fufficient to purchafe of his ma-
jcfty a fief to which fuch titles are annexed.

As a conclufion, I Ihall add the following remark
with regard to the nobilicy of Piedmont and Savoy

;

namely, that, in common with the French and Eng-
lilh nations, thofe of the fame family afiTume, from
their effedts and fiefs, different titles ; fo that often

the hulband and wife have diftin<5t appellations. This
','• A a 3
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cuflom renders it unneceflary, in a place where many
of the family rcfide, to add the titles of their offices

and other circumltances, by way of diftindtion. But,

on the other hand, a foreigner finds k difficult to

trace ihefe intricacies of genealogy •, and therefore

fliould be very cautious of afking minute queftions,

or pairing cenl'urcs on any perfons, as he may perhaps

be a near relation to him with whom he is at that

time converfing, notwithftanding they are known by

very different names. ;^ -

. From the ftrong defire which I had for fome time

entertained of feeing the Borromean iflands, fituated

in the Lago Maggiore, while the weather was favour-

i\b:e, 1 was induced, after my arrival at Turin, to

niiikc a fliort excurfion into the Miiancie, and found

ilic be ft way of performing this journey was to take

the poll-hoifes.

Perhaps there is not a country in the world fo well

v/atered as the Milanefe; and the corn fields and

n^eadows, being every where feparated by canals and

ditches, are particularly adapted to the culture of

rice. Idimediately after the grain is fown, the ground

is laid wholly under water, and continues fo till the

lice is ripe. But the noxious effeds, produced by

tiie effluvia of thele marlhy grounds, are fufficiently

evident from the head-achs, vertigos and fluxes,

wliich feize thofc perfons who only travel, during the

hot weather, the roads near thele rice plantations.

The foil in moft parts of the duchy ofMilan is fo re-

markably fertile, that it produces two crops annually.

The wheat fown in the autumn of the preceding year is

ripe in June ; and, as foon as it is carried off the fields,

they low the ground a fecond time with barley, Turky

wlieat, rice, &c. and the crop of it is reaped in the

luonih of October. * • ' •'>'..- v

Novara, the firft city on this fide of the duchy of

Milan, is regularly built, and has fome good fortifica-

tions. The cathedral merits obfervation, both on

account of its marble pillars, ftatues, and great va-

nety
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ricty of curious bronzes, and the filver chapel, as they

call it. The traft of land between the city of Novara
and the Lago Maggiore is under the jurifdi(5tion of

the bifhop, for which reafon he appears on horfeback,

with a fword. The country, as far as Sefti, is re-

markably pleafant, both fides of the way being plant-

ed with rows of chtfnut-trees. But the roads, which

in other refpeds cannot be complained of, are lower

than the adjacent fields, and therefore in rainy weather

always full of water.

The carriages ufcd by the peafants in carrying their

goods from one village to another are called Berceaux,

or cradles, being covered with the branches of vines.

The heavy rains that fell about this time deprived

me of a great deal of plealure I fliould othcrwife have

enjoyed in viewing fo fine a country ; but this was in

fome meafure compcnfated by affording me an op-

portunity of obfcrving the particular drell^s ufed by
the inhabitants, when they travel in the rain. Some
who travel on horfeback wore a kind of oll-fkin pet-

ticoat tied about their waift, and a fliort mantle of the

lame fluff, which covered the upper part of their bo-

dies. The foot pafTengers of the meaner fort wore
a long cloak of ilraw, or fmall rufhes, reaching to

the calves of their legs, and faflened round their

necks-, their drefs in fome particulars refembling that

worn by fome of the favages of America. Many of

the peafantr., wlio wear this ftraw cloak, travel bare-

footed. A foreigner, at firft fight of fuch uncommon
dreffes, will find it difficult to fupprefs his rifibility.

Before you arrive at Sefti, you crofs the Ticino in a

ferrv boat. The diftance, in a ftraipht line, from
Sefti to the Borromean Iflands, is fifteen Italian miles,

II Lago Maggiore, or, as it is otherwife called, II La-
go Locarno, is fifty-fix Italian miles in length, about

fix in breadth, and the water in the middle of the lake is

reckoned about eighty Bracci, or fa.thoms deep. To-
wards Switzerland it terminates in a canal, which is

of the greateft advantage to trade. It takes up four

A a 4 dayi
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days to perform the journey through Sion to Geneva,

the roads being extremely bad.

The Lago Maggiore is intirely furrounded with

hills, adorned with vineyards, and a great number of

pleafure-houfes. Above the vineyards are planted

groves of chefnut- trees, great quantities of their fruit

being confumed in the northern parts of Italy, efpe-

cially in the republic of Genoa, where the price of

corn falls confiderably, when there are plenty of chef-

nuts. They keep in perfedion till Chriftmas, but

the common people eat them till Eafter, efpecially

when roafted and fteeped in red wine. The banks

of the lake are adorned with fine rows of trees, and

walks arched over with vine-branches. But thel'e

natural decorations are more particularly beautiful

on the left fide of the lake, near Lefco and Belgirada,

where the vines, by the gentle declivity of the ground,

and their full expofure to the fouth, produce an excel-

lent wine, much admired at Milan. The inchanting

profpedl, from a boat failing on the lake, is heighten-

ed by grand natural calcades, which in feveral parts

fall headlong from the rocky precipices of the moun-
tains.

The lake begins to widen at the diflance of two

leagues from Sefti, and continues to increafe in breadth

to the entrance of the bay where the two famous
iflands libla Madre and Ilbla Bella are fituated. On
the right hand are Intra and Palanza -, the former be-

longs to count Borromeo, the latter to the emperor.

Ifola Madre ftiould be viewed firft, the mind gene-

rally making a falfe eftimate of the value of one ob-

jeft, when filled with the idea of a more excellent one

of the fame kind. But, t-he wind not being favour-

able, we were obliged to land firft on Ifola Bella.

Some idea of thefe charming iflands may be formed by
comparing them with pyramids of fweetmeats, adorn-

ed with foliages and flowers. The garden of Ifola

Bella is decorated with ten parterres-, the perpendi-

cular height of which above the furface of the water

*v'*'' :
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is fixty tils, or one hundred and eighty Ipaps. Each
parterre decreafes proportionally in circumference, as

its fituation is nearer the fummit of the hill, refeni-

bling ten parallelograms of unequal fize, placed upon
one another, and fucceflively diminiihing from the

balls to the fummit. F^-om the upper parallelogram,

or fpmmit of the garden, is a delightful profpect. It

is paved with frec-ftone, furrounded with a baluftrade,

and every fide is adorned with ftone ftatucs of a gi-

gantic fize. The rain water falling on this area is

conveyed to cifterns underneath. There are alfo ma-
chines for raifing water into them from the lake, for

fupplying the water works. Round each of the par-

terres is a delightful walk, and at the four angles are

placed alternately pyramids and gigantic fl:atues. All

the walls are covered intirely with hedges of laurel,

efpaliers of orange, citron, peach-trees, and the like.

The laurel-trees continue all the winter in the open
air J but the efpaliers of citrons and oranges are co-

vered with boards, when the cold is intenfe, and rhe-

riihed with an artificial heat by fires made in ftoves of
free -ftone ereded for this purpofe ; and are between

five and feven paces afunder. Both the covering and
the partition, which is there continued from one poft

to another, confift of boards a foot and a half in

breadth, and feven feet in length. The gardener

told us, that upward of two hundred thoufand pieces

of wood were ufed for this purpofe. The yearly ex-

pcnces attending this Borromean villa amounts to

tbrty thoufand Piedmontefe livres. But to make fo

delightful a place on thefe iflands feems to furpafs

even the revenue^ of a prince ; for it muft be remem-
bered, that this Ifola Bella was, about the middle of
the preceding century, only a barren rock, and con-

iequently every balket of earth, and whatever elfe is

fcen upon it, muft have been brought by water at a

prodigious expcnce. The garden has a fouth expo-
fure, and each angle of its front decorated with a lofty

and circular fummer-houfe, the rooms of v/hich are

rand.
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frand, and richly adorned with red and black marble,

o the left of the garden, coming from Sefti, is a

covered gallery on ftone pillars, and fliaded with

lemon-trees. On the other fide, toward the caft, is a

molt beautiful walk of large orange-trees, in four or

five rows-, and near ittwoLjitin infcriptions on marble,

in commemoration of Vitaliano count Borromeo, who
made all thefe improvements in 1671.

Not far from thefe infcriptions is a fmall, but de-

lightful laurel grove, confifting of narrow walks, and

a cafcade falling down above twenty fteps. Near it

is a beautiful plantation of large pomegranate-trees.

The lake wafhes the walls both of the gardens and

the palace; fo that you can only land on a fmall fpot

before the north front of the palace, which commands
a delightful profped: toward 1 fella. On the caft and

weft fides are very large arcades, which fupport the

earth of the parterres already mentioned; whence this

work may very well be compared with the penfile gar-

jdens of antiquity. Thefe arcades ferve at once to fup-

port the foil, and adorn the garden, each being

formed into an elegant grotto. Near the palace in a

boat-houfe arc kept three fine gondolas, for the plea-

fure of failing on the lake.

The palace is not yet fini](hed, but already contains

a great variety of pidures, vafes, btf os, and other

curiofities. Among the former are feveral, efpenia^y

flower-pieces, fome of which are painted en marble

tablets, that are really ?dmirable. In feveral rooms are

portraits of carrfinals defcended from the Borromean

family. The vaults which fupport the pa'> i> e are

formed into g • )ttoei^ and decorated with flielts, mar-

bles, &c. Iwi floor conftl. of fmall ftones, artfully

placed in fucf ofiticnr., as to leprefent all manner of

figures, like the molaic pavements cf the ancients.

I'he continual j.idulating motion of the waters of the

lake incrcafes the pleafure every fpedator muft feel

from this aflcmblage of the beauties of art and na-

ture ; fo that imagination itfelf ca<i hardly form &

more

^''^^-
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mdrecharming fummer retreat. Clofe to the fouthcrn

front of the palace are five cyprefs-trees of uncommon
bignefs, and equal to the place in height; their

trunks are covered down to the very ground with the

thick foliage of fcarlet oaks. On entering the gar-

den, the fmell is regaled with the blended odours of
fruits and flowers. After afcending a few ftcps, you
arrive at an efpalier of bergamot citron-trees, next to

a very lofty range of orange-trees ; advancing ftill,

you come to a lofty grotto, decorated both with water

works and ftatues. On the top of it is a very large

unicorn, in a leaping pofture, and, on his back, a

Cupid. On both fides is an afcent by fleps to the

upper area, which terminates the ten parterres already

defcribed.

The paflage between Ifola Bella and Ifola Madre is

generally performed in half an hour. Their great

height, doubtlefs, makes the diftance appear much
lefs than it really is. Ifola Madre has feven parterres,

which indeed are of an equal height with thofe of Ifola

Bella, but, lying Hoping, and at a confiderable diftance

behind each other, they appear lower than thofe of

the other; The external foundation of Ifola Madre
is for the moft part compofed of fteep perpendicular

rocks projecting conliderably over the water; confe-

quently the mafon work was Icfs here than at Ifola

Peii-.. The houfe is nothing reqiarkahle, that fide

of it OPV which looks toward St fti and Ifola Bella be-

incr finilhed ; it is not, however, dettitiite of elegant

paintings of flowers, portraits, and land 'tapes, parti-

cvlrrly a reprefentation of Vercelli, before it v/as de-

moliflied. Nor is' the garden without its beauties ;

among which is a fine efpalier of citron-trees, a low

contre-elpalier of orange-trees, a dole walk of cedars,

i. fmall elpalier ofjefliimine, an efpalier of the acacia,

and another of rofemary, about eight or nine feet

high, with fl:ems equal in thicknefs to a man s arm.

Befide thefe, here are laurel-groves with wa.'ks cut

through tl\em; fome of thex tress are furpn'rin^i,ly

U^gc
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large. A few years fince, a laurel-efpalier was planted

here, and is now upward of eighteen feet high -, the

laurel hedges have attained the fame height. Thefe,

by the clofenefs of the leaves, make a beautiful ap-

pearance. Thefe trees, by the mildnels ofthe cli^iate,

and their being defended from the cutting winds of
the north by the neighbouring mountains, grow fur-

prifingly •, fix or feven years being fufficlent for thefe

hedges to attain the height abovementioned. Great

numbers of pheafants are kept upon Ifola Madre, the

great breadth of the lake rendering their efcape im«

pofllble. They fometimes, indeed, attempt to fly

over it, but foon flag, and, falling into the water, are

taken up by a boat, and carried back again to the

ifland ; but this is very rare : for the iQand being

confiderably larger than Ifola Bella, and provided with

abundance of coUiflowers and other garden produc-

tions, as alfo with fruit, underwoods, and convenient

places for fliade and fhelter, they are too happily fitu-

ated to defire a change of habitation. There is a

particular houfe ere6led for the young pheafants, near

which is a beautiful walk of very lofty cyprefs-trees,

confifting of thirty-five in each row ; their fl:ems at

the lower part are nearly of the thicknefs of a man's

body. This is, in my opinion, the mcfl: beautiful

part of the ifland ; its gloomy and romantic fcenes

cannot fail of reviving in the memory the fabulous

defcriptions of enchanted iflandsand cafl:les. One end
of this walk terminates at a fummer-houfe contiguous

to the lake, where the late emprefs, who fl:ayed fome
days here, landed. Her confort, the emperor Charles

VI. alfo fpent a few diys on Ifola Bella, but not at

the fame time when the emprefs was on this ifland.

Ifola Madre, among other natural curiofities, has a
large ebony-tree -, it refemblQS the pine, but produces

large red berries.

Fainted flower-pots are placed all round the banks

of both iflands : and, when a foreign prince vifits

thefe Borromean paradifes, in the night, or ftays there
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any time, both IQands are illuminated with lights of a

variety of colours-, a fight which muft be equally

grand and delightful.

! It may not be improper to remark, that thofe who
intend to vifit thefe iflands, muft be careful to take

the neceffary provifions and wine with them from

Scfti, as nothing can be purchafed here.

The firft part of the road between Sefti and Milan

is very bad, the country being over-run with heath

and bufties. But this difagreeable profpeft is foon

changed into one of a very different kind: the country

is level, and adorned with the fineft meadows, gar-

dens, cornfields, vineyards, and orchards. The main

road is fmooth, broad, and planted on each fide with

rows of trees ; but, lying four or five feet lower than

the contiguous fields, the beauty of the profped is

greatly impaired; and, after any heavy rain, it is,

for a confiderable time, notwithftanding the ditches

on each fide, filled with water.

[According to bifiiop Burnet the city of Milan ii

one of the nobleft in the world for an inland town,

that hath no court, no commerce either by fja, or

any navigable river, and that is now the metropolis

of a very fmall country : for that, which is not moun-
tainous in this ftate, is not above fixty miles fquarc,

and yet it produces a wealth that is furprizing. It pays

for an eftabliftiment of leven and forty thoufand men,

and yet there are not fixteen thoufand foldiers effec-

tively in it; fo many are eat up by thofe in whofe

hands the government is lodged. But the extent of

the town, the noblenefs of the buildings, and above

all, the furprizing riches of the churches and convents,

are figns of great w.alth.]

Milan falls infinitely fhort of Turin, both in beauty

and conveniency, few of the ftreets being uniform,

and many of them are both crooked and narrow.

The paper windows are more frequent than at Turin
or Florence, and do not tend to iiugment its beauty.

It is not uncommon to fee the windows of grand pa-^

laces

li
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laces compofcd promifcuoudy of glafs and { aper, the

latter being added to fapply the vacancy of a broken

pane. All the houfes of the city are covered with

wooden fhingles. Statues, fome of marbk, but the

greateft number of brafs, are erefted in different parts

of the city, where the public proceffions ftop j the

number of thefe ftatues amounts to fixty. Ikit, if

Milan falls Ihort of Turin in beauty, it excels it in

largenefs, its circuit round the walls being ten Italian

miles i but itftiould be remembered that a great number
of gardens, lying between the ramparts and the houfes

of the city, are included in this extent. The inhabi-

tants are generally reckoned at three hundred thou-

fand. It has twelve gates, fix of which are large;

and the other fix fmall. The former terminates ant

equal number of broad ftreets, called il Curfo, which

are the grandeft in- all the city, but they are very re-

mote from its centei", and even from one another.

Near the fix large gates is a market every ^^.y. In

Milan are a hundred and ten convents, a hundred

oratories, for religious fraternities, a hundred and fe-

venty fchools, and two hundred and fifty churches;

about a hundred of which are parochial. This city;

though not fituated upon any navigable river, nor

commodioufly in other refpeftsfor trade, ftill fup-

ports its grandeur*, notwithftanding the vaft number
of misfortunes it his met with from the calamities of

war and pcftilence : for it was befieged more than

forty times, taken above twenty, and almofl: utterly

deftroyed four different times. A like calamity itfuf-

fered in 1162, under the emperor Frederick Barba-

roflii, through the fault and infolent behaviour of its

citizens •, when the city, as far as the churches of St.

Mary, St. Ambrofe, and St. Maurice, was intirely

demoliflied, and the ground plowed up and fown with

fait.

In the Curfo, before the eaft gate, on a pillar,

(lands a. lion fronting it, as a memorial how far the

Venetians once penetrated into this city.

Milan,
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Milan, like all very large cities, is not capable of
making any great reliftance, being encompafled only

with a fingle wall. The citadel, though at fomc dift

tance from the city, encompaflcs a good part of it,

being built in form of a crelcent. It has fix badions,

and the moraflfes toward the country fecure it on that

fide from being approached either by trenches or

mines. But it has few outworks, and thofe prevented

from exerting their whole force by the great number
of contiguous buildings, efpecially on the city fide.

Governor Colmcnero pulled down a whole flrcet, to

remove, in fome mealure, this difadvantage; and in

the area two monuments, with long infcriptions, are

credted to his memory ; but the buildings are dill too

near in fome parts. On the fide next the city are two
ftrong towers, whofe walls are twelve ells in thicknefs,

and faced with large pieces of marble, cut angularly,

like a diamond, which at once increafes their ftrcnn:th

and beauty, with regard to the former they are

cannon-proof. In the citadel is a foundery for cannon,

and an arfenal furnilhed with arms for twelve thou-

fand men. There is an infcription over the gate of

the citadel, to the honour of Philip II. king of Spain,

in which he is ftiled defender of the faith. Before the

governor's houfe is a ftatue of white marble of St,

Nepomuco, ereded this prefent year.

The governor of the citadel may eafily obtain a

confiderable revenue, fome fay, forty thoufand Pied-

montefe livres a year, by admitting contraband goods

to be carried through the gate leading into the city,

and of which he has the abfolute command. He is

alfo quite independent of the governor-general of the

Milanefe. I was aiTured by M. de Corbeau, a Savoy-

ard lieutenant-colonel, that— N could nor,

during four generations, reckon a married perfon

among his anceftors, notwithflanding his grand-

mother was a nun. It is not much regarded in Spain,

whether a child is legitimate or not •, and a fingle

man, who has the choice of two fillers, one of which

ir, .

'

• k
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Is lawfully begotten and the other not, will often

chufe the latter, efpecially if nature has given her the
leaft advantage in point of beauty.

We are alfo told, that the grand mafter of Malta
always thinks it fufficient, with regard to the birth of
a young nobleman of Spain, if he produces a certi-

ficate from his father, in the following terms, ^efio
e il miojiglio, " The bearer—^ is my ion."

The old prince of Vaudemont, Charles Henry, who,
at the clofe of the preceding century, was governor

of Milan, and died in France in 1723, Was a natural

fon of Charles III. duke of Lorrain, but never, dur-

ing his being governor, endeavoured to conceal this

blemilh in his extraftion. An Italian gentleman, din-

ing with his highnefs, entertained the company with

obfervations on the laws fcrupuloufly obferved in

Germany, with regard to the admittance of noble-

men's fons into canonries, and the difficulties fre-

quently attending the requifite prdofdf their pedigree

on fuch occafions. A gentleman who fat next the

Italian, fearing he might, through inadvertency, fay

fomething that might give the prince offence, faid to

him in a whifper, Prenez garde, a caufe du prince du

Vaudemont, " Be careful what you fay, confider the

" prince of Vaudemont." The Italian tery gravely

anfwered, " Very well, very wellj" but purfued the

thread of his difcourfe*, and, thinking to give the

greater force to his harangue, he added. Par exempte,

en n^admettroit point ungarfoH comme- cela. " For ex-

" ample, even fuch a gentleman as that would not be
*' admitted," pointing at the fame time to the prince.

This, however, fo little offended his highnefs, that

be was the firft who laughed at the expreffion ; and

afterward ufed often to rally the Italian on his compli-

ment. Indeed, the generofity and affability of this

prince were equally remarkable, and endeared him to

all ranks of people. Nor had he imbibed the leaft

tindlure of pride. Among many other inftances, the

following ferves to fhew how free he was from being

the
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ihe lead afi'ecleJ with that vice. Once, as he was
iigning a patent for a nobility, the privilege oF which
had been granted him with the iovereigiuy of Coni-

mercy, he faid, Ma foy, cette patente eft plus grande

qua mafiuverainete. *' LTpon my honour, this patent
" is larger than my whole fovereignty."

The governor-general of the duchy of Milan al-

ways refides in that city. The palace is indeed large,

but old, and badly contrived. The theatre for ope-

ras and plays is in this place, a band of mufic being

maintained by the governor, in conformity to the

cuftom of the dukes of Milan.

The yearly revenue of the government of Milan
is two hundred thoufand guilders -, and a new gover-

nor is generally fent every three years.

The number of regular troops now lying in all this

country is about eighteen thoufand men, the greateft

part of whole cloathing, arms, and other necefTaries

are of German or Auilrian manufafture-, at which the

Milanefe are not a little difcontented, thinking it but

right that the money which they themfelves furnilh for

the maintainance of thefe foldiers, fhould be again ex-

pended among them. i

The council belonging to the city is compofed of a

prefident and fixty dodors of law, who are all nobles,

and not at all dependent on the governor- general.

They are all drefled in the Spanifli manner.

It is faid that the Spaniards have, in peaceable times,

raifed annually two millions oFdoUars from the dutchy
of Milan J but all fuch computations are fubjeft to

very great uncertainty, few having an opportunity of

attaining an adequate knowlege of the necelTary par-

ticulars. •.. .

Milan has often experienced the viciffitu.ies of for-

tune •, being iometimes fubjeft to the French,Ibmetimes

to rlie Spaniards, and at other ti;nes to the Germans.
Hide changes have occafioned troops to be fent hi-

ther from all thefj different nations, whence a much
freer way of living has b?en inL;oduced in Milan^

Vol. IV. B b th«ia
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than in the Ibuthern parts of Italy; and to this the

fertility of the country and opulence of the nobility

have greatly contributed. The following inftance

will (hew, in fome meafure, the freedom and expen-

five liberality of the Milanefe ladies : a few days fince

a company of them, attended by five or fix gentle-

men, but not their hufbands, went on a party of
• pleafure to Aleflfandria, having previoufly fent thither

their plate, rich wines, and all other necelFaries for a

gay and elegant repaft : the ladies defrayed the whole

expence, not only of the entertainment and diverilons,

' but alfo of the gentlemen, their fervants and horfes.

Thofe of the lower clafs among the fair fex, whom
fortune has denied the means of equalling the ladies

in extravagance:, imitate them as far as pofllble, and

indulge themfelves in many freedoms denied in other

pzns of Italy. The (hops here, like thofe at Paris,

are generally attended by women, who amufe them-

felves with embroidery and other needle-work •, and,

though thefe (hops are, during the fummer, intirely

open, they are the rendezvous of the gay part of the

gentlemen. Even the aufterities of tiie monaftic life

are as far mitigated as polTlble ; fo that gentlemen
' ave not only the liberty of talking, rallying, and

mghing with the nuns at the grate-, but alfo ofjoin-

.:ng wdth them in concerts of mufic, and of ipending

a whole afternoon in their conipany. You will not

therefore be furprifed at the attempt of Mr. Preval,

an Fngli(h gentleman, who about two years fince

carried off the countefs de Pietra from a Benedidline

monaftery, and conveyed her to Geneva.

The area before the cathedral was formerly the

nfual place for walking in an evening i but for fome
years common people only have frequented it, the

rich and gay vifiting the rampart betwixt Porta Ori-

entale and the Porta Tofa, fome in their coaches, and

others on foot. This place was fome years ago planted

on both fides with white mulberry trees, which be-

come the city's property after the planter's death.

The
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The walks are laid out in a ftraight line, and theif

breadth fufficient for thred or four carriages to go a*

breaft. On one fide is a delightful profpeft of the

open country ; and on the other, of the other gardens

and vineyards between the ramparts and the houfes

in the city. But the moft charming part of thefe

ramparts is behind the church of St* Maria dcUa
Paflione.

The trade and manufaflures of the city coflM
principally in filk, hard-ware, and rock cryftal ; thd

faft is often found in the neighbouring Alps, and
wrought into lamps, tobacco-boxes, looking-glafles,

and other toys at Milan. A looking-glafs was fome
years ago made here out of a fingle piece of cryftal,

which was a foot in breadih, and a foot and a half in

length. A great variety of artificial flowers, com-
pofed of wax, paper, ifing-glafs, feathers, and cotton^

are made at Milan, particularly by the nuns^ who
excel in this imitative art. Gentlemen never weaf
thefe for ornaments, except at mafquerades, and dur-

ing the carnival; nor are they much ufed by the

ladies. But the altars in the churches, and the grand

apartments in palaces and genteel houfes, are finely

decorated with them j and great quantities exported.

I muft not forget to remark, that, in fo large a city

as Milan, gunpowder is fold only in one place^ and by
one perfon.

The cuftoms and duties at Milan are under very

bad regulations. Goods of any kind may be difpofed

of without any enquiry or iearch, provided you give

the officer a fmall gratuity, which is always demanded
in an open manner-, whereas in Piedmont they are

too fevere, and give ilrangers a great deal of unnecef-

fary trouble. ^

The cathedral of Milan, dedicated to the Virgin

Mary and St. Thccla, is jullly reckoned the principal

religious ftru6lure in the citv. It is four hundred and

eighty feet in length; i;?: root is iiipportcd by a great

number of marble pilhirs, many of which can hardly

B b 2. b«
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.. be fathomed by three men, and is divided ino three

ayles. The hiftory of St. Charles Borromeo is repre-

fented in large paintings between the pillars, particu-

larly that tranfadtion of his felling the principality of

Dpria, and diftributing in one day eighty thouland

- dollars among the poor. Near thefe are placed vaft

numbers of votive pieces in filver, weighing fome thou-

fand ounces, and rcprefenting heads, hearts, feet, hands,

ears, and other parts of the human body, which, hav-

. ing been hurt or difeaftd, were reftored to their ori-

ginal ftiength and foundnefs by St. Borromeo's inter-

ceffion. Every goldfmith's (hop abounds with votive

pieces of various fizes ; fo that the perfon recovered

may immediately pay his vow ; perhaps delay might

cool his zeal, and bury his gratitude in oblivion,

[Mr. Addifon gives the following fummary ac-

count of this ftrudlure. 1 could not ftay long in Mi-

lan, without vi fiting the great church, of which I

. had heard the higheft commendations; but was much
deceived in my expectations at my firft entering it,

for I then faw only the front which was not half

finifhed, and the infide was fo fmutted with duft and

the fmoke of lamps, that neither the filver, the brafs

work, nor the marble, appeared to advantage. This

vaft Gothic ftrudure is all of n.arble, except the roof,

which would have been built of the fame fubtlance

with the reft, had not its weight rendered it improper

for that part t)f the building. The outfide of the

church appears much whiter and frefher than the in-

fide, from irs being often waflied with rain ; this ren-

ders the marble more beautiful and unfullied, than in

thofe parts that are not at all expofed to the weather.

It is gffnerally laid that there are i i,ooo ftatues about

tie church -, but they reckon into the account every

particular figure in the hiltory pieces, and the fmall

iin:iges chat make up the equipage of thofe that are
' la.;.ir. There are indeed a prodigious multitude of

fuch as are bigger than the life ; I reckoned above

250 on the ouiiide of the church, though 1 only

2 told
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tnld three fides of it, and thefe were not half fo thick

fet as was then intended. The ftatues are all of

marble, and generally well cut ; but the moll valu-

able is a faint Bartholomew new flead, with his ikin

hanging over his fhoulders. This is efleemed worth

its weight in gold.]

At the entrance of this and all other churches in

Milan, a great number of old women fpinning, or

bufy about fome fuch female work, place themfelves.

They never beg, and therefore poflibly they may ima-

gine it to be a work of merit to fpend thtir whole

time, as it were, at the houfc of God. Women in

black veils are often fetn afking alms ; probably they

are perfons who, on account of their rank or othei,*

circumftances, are defirous of concealing their po-

verty. The fame dir«uile was alfo formerly ufcd by
men ; but, fuch mafks having given rife to feveral

abufes, the ufe of them to that fex was prohibited by
the archbifhop.

The treafury cannot be feen under four or five

Piedmontefe livres : it is extravagantly rich, both

with regard to its gold and filvcr veflels, and alfo in

buds, ftatues, rings, chalices, crucifixes, and other

curiofities of the fame kind, where thefe metals are

the leaft valuable part. Brevity obliges me to omit a

great variety of valuable pieces ; but I cannot help

mentioning a defign of Raphael Urbino, reprefent-

ing the adoration of the wifemen. This cartoon is

kept in a clofet with the greateft care. An altar-cloth

of filk, embroidered by a young lady, called Lido-

vina Peregrina, about a hundred and fifty years fince,

merits the attention of every traveller ; the embroi-

dery is fo finely executed, that it is difficult to diftin^

guilh it by the naked eye from an elegant piece of

painting. .

It is not judged proper to leave the treafury with-

out a watch during the night ; and accordingly four

young ecclefiaftics, attended by fome large maftifl^s,

fit up every night in the cathedral. In the roof of the

B b 3 choir
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ehoir is preferved, as they pretend, one of the nails by
which Chrift was faftened to the crofs. It is fct in

l"0ck cryftal, aiid near it a particular machine, by

which fix perfons may be drawn up to it at once. On
the third of May, obferved in commemoration of

finding the crofs, this relique is carried in a grand

proceffion, at which ceremony all the clergy, the go-

vernor general, and the principal perfons of the city

ftfl^ft. When the country labours under any extraor-

dinary vifitation, as a long continued drought, the

plague, or other public calamity, the like proceflion is

made, the archbifliop carrying the holy nail under a

very rich canopy, Some fay that the emperor Theo-
dofins made a prefent of this nail to St. Ambrofe, in

Order to perpetuate his memory in the Milanefe: but

Others entertain a very different opinion,

• Among the other reliques in this cathedral, is a

piece of Aaron's rod, notwithilanding the ecclefiaf-

tics belonging to St. John de L ateran, pretend that it

is depofited intire in their church. Some pieces of

this rod are likewife Ihown in the palace-church at

JIanover, among the reliques which Henry, firnamed

the Lion, brought from the Holy Land : nor mull

\t be forgotten, that a, piece of Mofes's rod is alfo there

depofited.

The archiepifcop^l palace, a grand and fpacious

building, is fituated oppofite to the cathedral, It

confifts of two courts, in one of which are the ftatues

of St. Charles Borromeo and St. Ambrofe ; the latter

has an iron rod in his hand, as a fymbol of the noble

oppofition he made againft the emperor Theodofius

in Milan ; perhaps the prefent clergy would equal

5t, Atnbrofe hirnfejf in this refped, were their power
equal to their inclination. There is a fubterranean

paflage from the archbifhop's palace into the cathe-

dral. The church of St. Alexander is, except the

cathedral, the fineft in the wiiolc city, both Witji re-

fped to fculpture, painting, gilding, and ftuccot

work J and St. Magd?ilen's ghapel in it fhoul^ be vi-

fit?d

tices.

few
I

fome

about
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fited by every traveller. The church of St. Ambrofe,
fituated near the Porta di Vercelli, belongJi both to

canons reguKirs and the Bernardines, called Cifter-

cians, who tollow the rules of St. Auguftine. Both
orders ufe the ciioir, which, when finiihed according

to the. fpecime.i under the dome, will be elegantly

adorned with Mofaic work. Four elegant pillars of
porphyry fupport the tabernacle for the hoft, near

which is a ftatue of brals ; and on a marble pillar near

the chancel is a ferpent of the fame metal. The vul-

gar are perfuaded, that this is the ferpent made by
Mofes in the wildernefs -, others maintain that this is

not the original ferpent of Mofes, but formed out of
the fragments of it •, while others infift that it is only

an hieroglyphical reprefentation o^ yEfciilapius. But,

be its origin what it will, numbers of children in a

languifliing condition are placed before this imageon
Eafter Tuefday, from a fuperftitious notion that their

health will be miraculoufly reftored.

Near the high altar, the body of St. Ambrofe is

depofited. For it ftiould be remembered that this is

the moft ancient church in the duchy of Milan. The
popes have always refufed to let any buildings be
ereded near this church, from a perfuafion, that in the

adjacent ground great numbers ofprimitive faints have

been buried, whofe remains they will not fufFer to be
diflurbed ; and perhaps the bad condition of the

pavement is owing to the fame reafon. If trauirion

may Be credited, the gates of the grand entrance

are identically the fame which St. Ambrofe fhut

againft the emperor Theodofius, and would not fufFer

him to enter the church, till he had performed the

penance enjoined him, for his cruel maflfacre of the

Theffalonians, who had been guilty of feditious prac-

tices. Thefe gates are held in high veneration, and
few pilgrims vifit the church without picking off

fome of the fplinters, which they conftantly carry

about them 5 but I muft confefs myfelf a ftranger to

B b 4 the
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the virtue of thefe wooden reliques. Sixty or feventy

monks continually refide in the Ciftercian monaftcry,

contiguous to the church of St. Ambrofe. This
monaftery, together with its fpacious gardens, occupy

a very confiderable area llie library is large, and

well furniihed with books, and the large hail adjoin-

ing is finely adorned with (latues. It is conftantly

open two hours in the morning, namely, from ten to

twelve, and two hours in ihe afternoon, except the

times of vacation. The number of printed volumes

amount to forty-five thoufand, but the manufcripts,

which are faid to amount to fifteen thoufand, are its

grcatcft trcaiiire. I am, indeed, tempted to believe

that the number of manufcripts is magnified beyond

the truth-, but, be this as it will, there are many va-

luable pieces among them.

There is alfo, in the Ambrofian college, a fchool

for painting, where the (ludents draw and form mo-
dels after nature, during the fummer.
The contiguous apartments are appointed for a

mufajum, where, among other curiofities, is the fke-

leton of a very beautiful woman, wlio defired her

bones might be expofed to public view in Milan, for

the good of others. Under the fkeleton, is the fol-

lowing infcription

:

Ut ^grotantlmn faluti mortuorim hifpeSfione^ viventes

frcfpicere pojfint hunc a-'/.s^nou.

" That the living, by confulting the dead, may
be enabled to recover the fick, this fkeleton is here

placed."

Several curious pieces of penmanfliip are fhewn

here, particularly a repreientation of the Lord's fup-

per delineated on a large odavo leaf, and on the faces

and among the hair of the perfons fitting at table,

and on the table-cloth, are written, in the mod deli-

cate manner, St. John's account of our Saviour's

paflion, the Lord's prayer, the creed, conftecr^^beatus

Tir, laudate pueri^ magnificate^ the fifteen gradual, fe^

vco penetential, and many other pfalms.

But
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But the mod excellent depofitum in the whole col-

kdlion, are the rnanulcripts of Leonanlo da Vinci,

bound in twelve large volumes of mathematical and

other drawings-, which fuiTiciently demonftrate that,

in the theory of anatomy, optics, geometry, architec-

ture, and mechanics, very few, then, excelled that

great mafter. Nor are his aeciianicai drawings deli-

neated on three hundred and ninety nine leaves, and
containing feventcen hundred and fifty original dcfigns,

lefs curious than the farmer. The notes at the foot of
the page are in a very fmall hand, and wrote from
the right to the left, lb that few are able to read them
without the alTiftance of a magnifying mirrour ; and,

accordingly, one is always placed near thofe manu-
fcripts. King James I. of England ordered the earl

Arundel to offer Galeazzo Arconati, who had then

one of thefe volumes in his poflelTion, three thoufand

piftoles for it ; but he refufed the money, chufing to

prefent it to the Ambrofian college, where the relt of
that celebrated mafter*s works were before depofited.

And the confervatores of the colleoe have perpetuated

the remembrance of this magnificent gift by an in-

fcription on the wall.

Fronting the grand entrance of the church of St,

Celfo, are two gigantic ftatues of Adam and Eve, in

white marble •, they are both elegant pieces, efpeci-

ally the latter, which is reckoned equal to any thing

of the kind. Four beautiful ftatues of the evangelifts

alfo of white marble, together with a great number
of others, having their ornaments and pedeftals of

brafs, adorn the front ; which was defigned by Bra-

mantes Lazari. On the top of this grand front are

feveral pyramids, one of which is bent in a furprifing

manner, thought to have been gradually effefted by
ftormy weather. The infide of the church is adorn-

ed wjth feveral beautiful pieces of painting, and alio

witl^ the tomb of Annibal Fontana, the celebrated

ftatiiary, erefted by the architeds of this church in

.
:' ^. They
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They fhcw, in the facriflry of St. Euftorius, a

gold medal pretended to have been prefcnted by the

Eaftern wifemen to our Saviour. As the monks pre-

vioufly infift upon a promife of devoutly kifTing it

from all to whom they (hew it, I did not fatisfy my
curiofity in this particular; but others, who have

enjoyed that favour, aflurcd me, that it has fcarcely

the traces of any impreflion remaining on it.

The chapel of St. Giovanni dc Cafarotti is fmall,

but elegant, and has {Iveral decorations in marble.

On tli- left-hand is a paflage and vault, where cri-

minals who perifh by the hand ofjunice, ?.ve buried.

This beautiful chapel belongs to a devout fraternity,

called de Cavaleri. They are defcended from the bell

families in Milan, and enter into this order to demon-

ftrate their humility and devotion. They are diftin-

guiflicd by a fmall crofs which they wear on one

ihoulder of their upper garment. The only fon of

count Ferdinand Daun, governor-general, and a

gentleman of the bed-chamber to the emperor, is a

member of this fraternity. "When any malefadior is

to be executed, this order is under an indifpenfablc

obligation of fending fomc of its members to vifit

him the night before, in order to prepare him for his

awfiil paflTage into eternity.

When the criminal afcends the ladder, one of the

moft eminent among them follow him, holding a

crucifix before his eyes, and, at parting, pronounces

the benediftion ; the Capuchins, who ufually attend

criminals in their laft moments, remain below. Two
ladders are placed againft the gallows on this occafion,

one for the criminal and executioner, and the other

for the Cavaliere, who attends mafked, and cuts the

criminal down, as foon as dead. Others of the foci-

cty affift in carrying the corpfe to the chapel, where

it is interred. Whatever the fraternity make ufe of

on this occafion, as gloves, the cord, &c, are thrown

into the grave with the malefadlor. Nor is this hum-
ble office confidered as the leaft degradation to their

'

rank}
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rank •, but opportunities of performing tlvrfe Iiuniblc

offices are not frequent at Milan -, for die lokiicrs arc

not fubjed to the civii power, and even tlie poor are

under no temptation to purfue dangerous courlcs, as

they may eafily acquire a comfortable fubfiftence by
begging in the ftreets. Add to tlii' the aryluni grant-

ed to churches and monafleries, wheretiy many cri-

minals are fheltered from tlic hands of jultice, ^[m\ it

will be no wonder that executions arc not trcquent'

here.

Not far from the Porta Orientale, the commodious
lazaretto, belonging to the great hofpital, is Jitiiated.

Jt is a fpacious ftone-building, of a quadrangular

form, but greatly out of repair. There are three hun-

dred and lixty chambers round the oui'xlrangle, but

all of them without inhabitants. Each has a window
toward the country, and another toward the gardens,

in the area of the lazaretto •, and, alfo, a particular

chimney and privy. The gardens in the area are let

to poor perfons, who maintain their families by cul-

tivating gardens and vineyards. In times of pefti-

lence, or any other contagious diftemper, foreigners

are obliged to depart the country, and the natives in-

fefled with the diftemper brought to this lazaretto.

On the outfide of the feveral apartments or cells, is a

piazza, fupported on marble pillars, and inclofed with

a palifado, to prevent the patients from going into the

gardens. But, whenever the city is vifited with fuch

contagions, all the trees in the gardens are cut down,
and an open octangular chapel ereded in the center

on pillars, and mals faid in it every day, that the pa-

tients may, from their beds, have the opportunity of
paying their adoration to the hoft. An idea may be

formed of the area inclofed in the lazaretto by the

length of one of its fides, which is fix hundred paces.

A fwift ftream of water runs under the whole qua-

drangle, and carries away all kinds of foil and filth

;

a conveniency of the laft importance to buildings of

this kind, In a inarbk pillar, facing the entrance, is

a Jiole,
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a hole, reprefenting a broken plague-fore in the flcfh;

the infide of it appears frelb and bloody, and the out-

fide purulent and yellow. This phasnomenon is faid

to owe its origin to a miracle of St. Charles Borromeo,

who exorcifed the plague from the people into this

pillar. But thofe who have feen the pillars in the je-

fuits college at Genoa, well know that appearances

of'this kind may be eafily given to a kind of Carrara

marble.

It muft be owned that the proteflant countries can-

not be compared to thofe where the Romifh religion

is profefled, with regat d to hofpitals, lazarettos, and

other charitable foundations. Perhaps, among other

incitements to charities of this kind, the dread of

purgatory is not the leaft ; and it muft be remember-

ed, that the Romifh clergy are very careful to inforce

every riiotive that has a tendency to promote the great

work of charity. At Leyden, however, there is Hill

a lazaretto or peft- houfe kept up, in which are two

hundred and fifty beds always in readinefs, and, on

occafion, nine hundred patients may be admitted

;

nor can the cleanlinefs and decency with which every

thing is there conduced be any where exceeded : but

it muft be owned, that, as the patients have not each

a feparate room, but twenty, or more, lie in the fame

ward, very bad confequences may refult from a con-

tagious diftemper.

The court of inquifition, eftablifhed here, confifts

of an unlimited number of ecclefiaftics, fixty noble-

men, and a hundred and fifty wealthy merchants.

Thofe unhappy perfons who fall into the hands of the

inquifition, never know their accufers, nor the reafons

of their confinement. Nor can they ever flatter

themfelves with the hopes of being delivered from

thefe naufeous dungeons, and other (hocking hard-

ftiips, but by voluntarily accufing themfelves.

A prieft, about three years fince, feverely felt the

figour of this court, for celebrating mafs before his

bull of ordination arrived. He pleaded, indeed,

thac
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that the bull was figned at Rome, and adltially oa
the road to Milan, before he prcfumed to perform

that office; but this plea was rejefted, nor was the

intereft made by his relations of the leaft efFedl. He
was fentenced to read mafs on a fcafFold, ereded be-

fore the church where the crime had been commir-

ted ; but, as foon as he begun, the firft leaf was

torn out, his canonical robes (tripped off, and his

body delivered over to the fecular power -, by which

he was condemned to be hanged ; his thumbs, to-

gether with the fore and middle fingers of both his

hands, between which he held the hofl at the ele-

vation, being firft burnt to a coal. We fhall not be

at a lofs to account for this feverity, if we refled on
the dignity aflumed by the priefthood, and the dif-

advantage that muft accrue to the pope from perfons

intruding themfelves into that office without a proper

ordination. Hoftienfis aflerts that the facerdotal of-

fice is feven thoufand fix hundred and forty-four times

above the regal, that being the proportion between
the magnitudes between the fun and moon. Accord-
ing to the canon law, the prerogative of the mitre

excells that of the crown, in the fame proportion as

gold does lead. But thefe proportions are far from
fatisfying Alanus de Rupe, a Dominican monk, who
places the power of a prieft above that of God hlm-

lelf ; becaufe the latter fpent fix days creating the

world, whereas the former, every time he celebrates

mafs, by a few words, produces, not a creature only,

but the Origin of all things, the fupreme uncreated

Being himfelf.

Lo Spedale Maggiore, or the great hofpital, owes
its foundation to Francifco Sfonia, and is a grand

and beautiful fi:ru6lure.

Nineteen of the principal nobility infpeift this hof-

pital •, and one of the governors conltafitly attends

every morning, and inquires into every tranfadlion,

vifits every ward, mid aflsis the patients, feparately,

what treatment they have met v/ith.

A fev.er
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A fewer ar canal runs under every part of the hof-

pital, to carry off all kinds of filth. And the baker,

butcher, weaver, taylor, fempftrefs, and other ne-

cefTary mechanics, have their fhops within the walls

of the hofpital ; which, in this particular, refembles

a city or fmall republic, having very little connection

with Milan. I'hcre are alfo pailures belonging to

it, in which oxen, llieep, and other animals are fed

for the flaughter : for. it appears that near fix hun-

dred weight of butcher's meat is daily confumed in

this hofpital, befide other provifions.

The method of receiving foundlings into this hof-

pital is as follows : at the main entrance of the houfe

is a kind of wicket, which two hours after fun-fet,

is conftantly opened-, within this wirket is a copper

macliine, relembling an oven, capable of containing

a child of fix or fcven years of age. This machine

turns on an axis ; and every night, as foon as the

wicket is opened, the aperture is turned toward the

ftreet. The perfon who brings the child places it in

this machine, turns it round, knocks at the gate, and

tetires. The porter, whQ always watches in the room

to which the aperture of the machine is turned, takes

out the infant, and fends it immediately to one of

the nurles. If the child has been baptized, a certifi-

cate is given in with it j but, if no certificate be fent,

that ceremony is immediately performed. Before this

hofpital was ereclcd, the children were laid before

the door leading to the ward appointed for the

wounded j but this was a very inhuman practice, ma-

ny of the children lofing their limbs, and fome even

their lives before they were difcovered, and taken

into the hofpital. Seldom lefs than three children

are brought every night to the hofpital, but often

four or five. The apartments, defigned for the

wet nurles and other women, are feparated from all

others •, fo that no men ever enter them, except in

prefence of fome officers, or thole appointed to at-

tend llrangers : and in the walls of thefe apartments

I are
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are apertures with turning boxes, like thofe at the

nunneries, by which they receive their provifions and
other neceflaries. The boys are taught fome handi-

craft trade, and the girls die neceflary bufinefs of a

family. Italy excels all die countries in the world,

in the humanity and care with which the fick and

poor are attended. And if this hofpital be defici-

ent in any particular, it is, perhaps, in the abilities

of its phyficians and furgeons.

Formerly, the dead from the great hofpital were

buried without the city, in a particular church-yard

;

but their prodigious number infeding the air with a

noxious and almoft infupportable fmell, a grand

building was, by the generous liberality of M. An-
noi, a merchant of Milan, eredted round the church,

having a great number of vaults in the fides for the .

ufe of this hofpital. Fifty or fixty bodies, covered

with lime and other corrofives, are depofited in each

of thefe vaults •, and, when full, the entrance is firmly

clofcd up, fo that the afcent of any noxious efflu-

via is entirely prevented. Nor is tliere any danger

that the place will ever be infefted with the delete-

rious exhalations ; for the number of vaults is fo

great, that the bodies buried in the firft will be en-

tirely confumed long before the reft are full.

The common method in other churches is to throw

the corpfe into a common vault, to the amount of two
or three hundred; which cannot fail of filling, the

air, in thefe edifices, with noxious effluvia. The Sex-

tons, during the winter, empty thefe vaults, throw-

ing the bodies, half-decayed, into large pits opened

for that purpofe behind the churches.

The church of St. Stephen, called alfo la Rota, is

erefted on the very fpot where St. Ambrofe, then

bifhpp of Milan, is faid to have performed a very ex-

traordinary miracle, after the firft battle between the

orthodox and Arians. The faint, it feems being at

a lofs to diftinguifh the bodies of the true believers

from thofe of the heretics, commanded the latter to

turn
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turn their faces to the ground, and the former, theirs

toward heaven which was accordingly done. They
add, that the blood of the orthodox formed itfelf into

a round mafs, refembling a wheel, and was at lad

totally abforbed by a ftone. over which there is now
a brais plate, and contiguous to it a pillar, with an

infcription on it, to perpetuate the miracle.

Near this church is a chapel, called Les Morts de S.

Berna.dino, paved with the fkulls and bones of thofe

flain in the above battle, refembling, in fome mea-
fure, the chapel of the eleven thoufand Virgins at

Cologn. The ground-work is compofed. of bones,

and the fkulls form crofTes in it by way of decora-

tion. A pyramid of bones, before which is an iron

grate to prevent their falling, ^or being taken away, is

ereded on each fide of the altar. A pair of colours,

and a drum, refembiing thofe ufed by the ancient

Germans, hang up on the Icft-fide of the entrance,

and are faid to have been taken from the Arians in

the fame battle.

It is very common for younpr travellers, when they

enter any of the taverns in Milan, to be alked whe-

ther they c!iufe a Letto fornito^ or female bedfellow,

who continues mafked till flie enters the bedchamber.

The fm is now, alas ! little regarded ; but furely

they Hiould remember to what danjrer their health

muft be expofed, when it depends on the fcandalous

choice of a mercenary landlord.

A ftranger is furprized, in walking the ftreets of

NliIan,to meet with fuch numbers ofdeformed dwarfs,

and people with wens of a prodigious fize. I remem-
ber to have feen an old woman who had three wens,

the leail larger than her head, which (lie could not

move at all. Some imagine that this deformity is

owing to the fnow-water trom the mountains mixing

with that of the fprings and rivers; but it iliould b.-

remembered that the inhabitants of Switzerland uie

fnow-water, both to prevent and cure thefe excref-

cences. Others think that the llony particles with

which
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which ^He waters, in their defcent from the moun-
tains, are impregnated, caufe thefe wens, by form-
ing cpncretions in the minute veirels of the neck

;

but it is well known that thefe deformities are heredi-

tary, and affcdt infants before they have ever tailed

any water.

The villa of the marquis de Creci, a few Italian

miles from Milan, 0iould be vifited by all travellers

who arc pleafed with beautiful ftatues and paintings.

The marquis Simonetta's villa is remarkable for an
extraordinary echo, produced by the found's being

refleAed between the parallel wings of the building,

which are perpendicular to the front, and at the dif-

tance of filty-eight common paces from each other,

without either windows or doors for diflipating the

found. It is of the tautological kind, reflefling a
man's voice above forty, and the report of a piftol

above fixty times •, but the repetitions fucceed each

other with fuch rapidity, that it is difficult to count
thern, or even mark them down, unlefs the expe-

riment be made early in the morning, or in the even-

ing, when the air is remarkably calm and ftill : but,

when the air is either too dry, or too much loaded

with vapours, the effcd does not fo well anfwer the

cxpeftation,

Th€ fmall town of Monza, fituated a few leagues

from Milnn, is remarkable for the treafure depofited

in the church of St. John the Baptift, founded by
c^ueen Theodolinda. Among other valuable curiofi-

ties is a cup of a confiderable fize, made out of a

fmgle piece of fapphire, and was the ufual drinking

cup of that princefe.

Here is alfo the iron crown, as it is generally

called, with which the ancient kings of Italy, and
afterwards the emperors of Germany, were crowned
kings of Lombardy. The crown, however, is fo

far from being wholly of iron, that a fmall fillet is

th<; only part of it made with that metal, the reft of

it being gOld, adorned with jewels ; but it has neither

Vol.. IV.
-'"* c c fpikes
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Tpikes nor orhannnsnts dt the top, nor is it large enougfi

to 'fit the head of arty 'groWn perfon. The fillet or

iron ring, if the inhabitant ofMonza are to be cre-

dited, was formed out of one of the nails which
faftcned dur Saviour to the crofs, Which procured this

crown \'q great veneration, that, in the year 1681,

they eredled a chapel for it in the church of St. John
the Baptift, placed it upon the altar, and even carried

it ih procdTion. The clergy of the cathedral at Mi-
lan \Vere piqued at thefe proceedings, apprehending

that the "devotion paid to the nail kept in their church

would be greatly kffened, if a relique of the fame

kind Ihould be dejiofited in the neighbourhood. The
tlifpute x:ontinued for fofrie time, but was at lafl: car-

ried before the OfflciutH S. Congregdtiohis Rituum, at

Rome, whferfe irt all appearance, it will always remain,

without any definitive fehtenrce 'bdng^ver pronoun-

ced i it being evidently t*h^ mtercft ot that office to

augment, rather than diminifti tl^ humber of re-

'Thajt part of the country which lies between Mi-
an and Pavia is extremely delightful ; the fertile

Jnoeadows, '.being interfered by canals, beautiful rows

of trees, and luxuriant vineyards, feaft the eye in the

moft elegant manner. The grafs, produced by thefe

meadows, is fo rich and fucculent, that horfes fatten

in a few weeks 5 but it renders the horned cattle fo

very weak, that they are not fit for labour : fo that

the inhabitants are obliged to have their beafts of

draught from Piedmont, where th^y are all entirely

'white, as on the contrary die hogs in the Milanefc

are wholly black.

Pavia is a fpacious city, but old, and thinly inha-

^bited. It is built on the river Tfflin, or TiciftO.

'over which it has a flone bridge of fix arches, and

|is three hundred common paces long ; the rOad over

\k leads to Borgo. Its fortifications are very infigni-

fci^t, nor are there any veftiges remaining of Its

having formerly been the capital of the powerful—
^

- king-
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kihgdom of Lombardy. The cathedral is an old

llrufture, and built of brick, as are alfo moil of the

public buildings in this place.

A very fingular method of afking alms at the gates

of Pavia muil not be omitt«d. The beggar holds

out a kind of di(h, in which is a human IkuU, the

better to excite the charity of paffcngers.

The univerfity of Pavia was founded by Charle-

magne, and repaired by Charles IV. Baldus, Jafon,

Andreas, Alciatus, and other celebrated civilians,

formerly taught here with the greateft reputation.

From Turin to Aleflandria is eight ftages, or thirty-

five Italian miles *, the diftance between Aleflandria

and Genoa is near thirty Italian miles ; which are ac-

counted {cvcnpofle realiy or double pofts, and are paid

for accordingly.

You travel near Aleflandria with as much expedi-

tion in the cambiatura, as by pofl: in the territories of *

Venice, Piedmont, or Milan, and at half the ex-

pence.

The abbey of del Bofco Is fituated about midway
between Aleflandria and Novi. It is confl:antly in-

habited by fifty or fixty Dominican monks, who fpend
five hours and a half every day in performing the

offices 6f the church, and only two in their fchools.

The building is, upon the whole, fl:ately and conve-

nient, but the library very indifferent. But what, in

in their opinion, is the greatefl curiofity in the whole
church, IS a wooden crucifix, which, in the year

1647, turned itfclf to the right toward a chapel,

wherein feveral reliques are depofited, particularly a

piece of our Saviour's crofs, and a thorn of his crown,

at the very inflant a thief had entered the chapel, in

order to carry off the treafure : but, being terrified

by the^oife made by the crucifix in turning itfelf

,aboiJit, he ran off without his booty. It remains to this

day in the fame pofition •, but it leems to be no more
than the natural confequence refulting from the warp-:

C c 2 . ins
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ing of the wood, it being the bottom only, not the

body of the crofs, which is turned about.

1 he country between Aleffandria and Novi is en-

tirely level ; but from thence arc feveral hills, which
may be confidered as ir prelude to the adjacent Ap-
cnnine mountains. The roads are, however, very

good, and many of them paved. The Apcnnine
mountains derive their name from Alpcn, an old

Gaulifh word, ftill ufed in Germany, to lignify a

mountain in general.

Genoa is one of the mod beautiful cities in Italy,

but its fituarion the moil inconvenient. It appears

to the greateft advantage to a fpeftator in a (hip at

about a quarter of a league diftant from the city, for

then all its (lately buildings, which have procured it

the name of Superba, form a grand amphitheatre,

being fituated on the gradual declivity of the hill.

But this declivity, fo advantageous to its profpe^ from

the fea. together with the rwrrownefs of the ftreets,

render the ufe of carriages very difficult •, fo that all

the inhabitants, except the principal ladies of the city,

who are carried in chairs, walk on foot. They fay,

that the narrownefs of the ftreets, and the Ibftinefs of

the houfes, greatly tend to preferve the health of the

inhabitants, by intercepting the rays of the fun, dur-

ing the exceilive heats of the fummer. All the ftreets

in general are well paved, and fome in particular with

frec-ftone. The cleanlinefs of the ftreets is partly

owing to their being free from carriages, and partly

to the ftcrility of the neighbouring foil, which requir-

ing large quantities of manure, they carefully gather

up all the dung whicn the horfes, mules, and other

animals leave there -, fo that the poor inhabitants of

Genoa are as careful to pick up all the dung they meet

with, as the Arabs. are in preferving that made by the

camels returning from Mecca.
The roofs of the houfes in general are flat, and co-

vered with lavagna, a fpecies of ftone refembling

flate. Thofe areas are filled with orange-trees ; and,

from

'-V'
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from their Hoping lituarion, form a kind of penfile

gardens, which add greatly to the fine appearance of
the city.

The fortifications toward the fea are remarkably

ftrong, being cut out of the rocks j in fome places

two or three baitions of this kind are formed behind

each other. The length of thcfe fortifications, to-

gether with thofe of the lower town, is near three

Italian miles *, and the number of ordnance mounted
on all the works with which the city is defended,

amounts to near five hundred. Toward the land the

city of Genoa is encompaffed with a double wall

;

that next the country, called the new wall, from
its being ercfted long fince the other, extends beyond
the hill, beginning at the Final, and terminating at

the river Bifagno. It is, in circumference, ten Ita-

lian miles ; but fuch is the ruggednefs and inequality

of the country, that you cannot ride round it in lefs

than three hours. The great extent of this wall ren-

ders it of no great ufe, except as a defence againft

the attempts of banditti. All travellers, on their en-

tering the city, are obliged to deliver up all their

fire-arms, which, according to the laws of the city,

Ihould not be re-delivered till their departure j but a

piece of money prevails on the officers, who imme-

,

diately deliver the arms to their owners. Nor is this

remiffnefs of the officers taken any notice of; and
it muft be acknowleged, that travellers are permit-

ted greater liberty in obferving every part of the

city, than can reafonably be expedted in a republic,

whofe fituation, with regard to the French and Pied-

montefe, muft tend to render it jealous of ftrangers.

There is a fine ftone-bridge over the Bonzevera, and
another over the Bifagno ; the former waihes the well,

and the latter the ealt fide of the city.

The harbour of Genoa, though large, is far from

being fafe •, nor is it poifible to detend it entirely

againft the fouth-wind, without making the entrance

fa narrow, as to be very prejudicial to the commerce

C c ^
of
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of the city. It muft, however, be acknowlcged, that

neither care nor expence is wanting for rendering it

as fafe and commodious as pofTible •, the mole, which
is a kind of wall extended on the left-fide a great dif-

tance into the fea, has been lengthened this prefent

year thirty-five paces «, fo that it is now fevcn hundred
paces long, and is ftill to be continued two hundred
paces farther. There is alfo a mole on the right-

hand near the Final, or light-houfe, extended feven

hundred and levcnty-four common paces into the fea,

and is defended from the fury of the waves by pro-

digious pieces of rocks. As the water is here fo deep,

that great part of the wall, near its foundation, muft

have been built by divers, afiifted by bells, and other

inventions of that kind, the expence attending the

work muft have been immenfe. They alfo propofc

to extend this mole, in order to defend the Ihips in

the harbour from the fouth-weft wind, which they

call Laheccio, and is the moft dangerous of any. In

the middle of the harbour is a place called the Royal

Bridge, to which water is conveyed by pipes from the

mountains for the ufe of the fhips. The dock for the

republic's gallies, is within the harbour.

The naval power of Genoa, which formerly made

fo confpicuous a figure, is now reduced to fix gallies

only, and 'iven thefe employed chiefly in fetching

corn from Naples and Sicily, and carrying out the

ladies for the air. The largeft gallics carry from fixty

to a hundred foldiers, befide three hundred and

twenty rowers, fix on a bengh, which alfo ferves fhem

for a bed. There are a great number of Turkifti

flaves in the Darfena ; their afpeft is, in general, very

morofe, which the long whilkers they wear, have not

any tendency to leflfen. They wear a large coarie

cloak, having a hood to it like that of the Capuchins.

They have their liberty in the Darfena, but not in the

city, where ihey fell chjecfe, cloth, and other things

about the ftreets chained together in couples. Their

officers alfo permit them ^o keep public (loufes and

fmall
t.«.\.
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rmaJl ihops in the Darfena^ and, when they go to

Marfeilles, CorHca, and other places* advance them
fmall fums of money for purchafing difitrpnt kinds

of toys, which they fell again at Genoa to very grea|

advantage. The officers, however, take care to have
thcmfelves part of the profits. Some of the flaves

are alfo fupplied with goods at the republic's \yare-

houfes, partly for ready money, and partly on credit.

But none of them are fuffered to be abfent at night;

from the Darfena, where they are then conftantly

muttered and locked up. No perfon who takes any
flaves from the Corfairs of Barbary, are hindereJ from
keeping them ; but this is rarely done, they bc.ng

ufually fold to the republic, which has the beft op-

portunities both of employing and fecuring them.

They are chiefly employed in knitting (lockings and
caps, meeting with far more indulgence here, than

thofe unhappy Chriftians, who have the misfortune

of falling into the hands of the Corfairs of Barbary.
' It is common to divide the rowers in the gallles

into three clafles: i. Thofe who, through poverty,

fell themfelves for a term of years, called by the

French Bonavoglies : the Genoefe give only fixty or

feventy of their livres to thefe poor people foi^ two
years fervice. The criminals, who are f ntenced to

the gallies for a longer or fhorter term, according to

the nature of their crimes. 3. The priloners takep

from the Turks or the piratical ftates of Barbary.

The latter, even if they embrace the Chriftian r^-

^igion, are not entitled to their liberty -, though they

often obtain it by means of their good behaviour, or,

at Jeaft, are fettled in a way of getting a coiiifort-

able Jiving. Whenever a galley engages an eneipy,

the Turkilh flaves, and thofe condemned for life, ;ire

placed in the middle of the bench.

The Fanal, or light-houfe, is a lofty tower afcended

by a hundrecj and fixty-fix fteps, and built on 4 large

fortified rock, on the weft fide of tlie jiarbour, near

the fuburbs pf St. Peter d'Arena. Near the top of

C c 4 this



392 KEYSLER's TRAVELS.
this light-hoiife, and on the fide next the Tea, a Ian-

thorn, contaming thiriy-fix lamps, is fufpcndcd every

night, except a few during the middle of the fum-

mer. When they exoedk a fleet of Ihips, they in-

creafe the number or lamps, which, at a diftance,

appear like a finsle ftar. When the watchman on

the top of the light-houfe fees a (hip at a diftance,

he hangs out a fmglc bullet as a fignal ; when more

fhips than one appear, the number of bullets are in-

creafed, the number of bullets always equalling the

number of Ihips, unlefs there are more than five,

when he iiangs out a bullet and a flag.

The badnefs of the harbour, and extravagant price

of commodities ^atly check the commerce of Genoa,

which, dcubtlels, would othcrwife be carried to a

much greater height. The principal manufafturts

are velvets and damafks j but, befide thefe, they carry

on a confiderable trade in filks, brocades, lace, gloves,

fweetmeats, fruits, oil, Parmefan cheefe, anchovies,

and medicinal drugs, from the Levant.

The Englilh have a conful, but no merchants

fettled at Genoa, as they have at Leghorn. Great

numbers of French Proteftants have, however, made
choice of Genoa for their afylum, where they arc

kindly received, notwithftanding their different tenets

of religion *, nor is any notice taken of the frequent

vifits paid them by the chaplain of the Protcftant re-

giment generally quartered at Aleflandria. They
have, at Genoa, in common, with the other Italian

ftates, a court of inquifition ; but no very ftridt in-

quiries are made with regard to foreigners.

The inhabitants of this city, profeflTmg the Roman
Catholic religion, are faid to amount to a hundred

and fifty thoufand. Virgil, Silius Italicus, Aufonius,

and otfier authors, are not very favourable in their

accounts of the fidelity and honefty of the Genoefe,

formeily called LigurianS ; and the following proverb

is ftill applied to this country, and its inhabittots :

'

n^oKtefmza Ugno^ manJimza fefc^y gentefenzafede^ fc?

*' » dcnne
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donnefenza -oergogna^ * a mountain deftitute of wood,
• a fcadcftitiitc of filh, a nation dcftitutc of honefty,

* and women dcftitute cfmodefty.'

It muft, however, be allowed, that the policy ofGe-

noa is much better executed than in many other dates

of Italy. You may v-alk the ftreets in the night with

the greateft fafety, it bnn^ very difficult to find an

inftance of any perfon*s bcjng attacked by robbers

or affaflins. All ranks of people here are engaged

in trade, fuch afccndancy has the defire of riches

over the mind of man. But exceflive fplcndor and
luxury are, in many refpefts, reftrained by feveral

faJutary laws. No perfon, except foreigners and the

eight counfellors of ftate, is permitted to have more
than one footman ; ladies of confiderable rank are

indeed, befide fuch an attendant, allowed a page, but

his age muft not exceed fourteen years.

'. what feems not altogether confiftent with the re-

gularity and difcreet conduft of the female fex, is,

that the greateft part of the married ladies of rank

are conftantly waited on by a gentleman, called Ci-

zift)eo, who walks before their chiir in the ftreetSu

holds the holy \yater to them at church, and per-

forms all the little ceremonious offices ufual among
lovers. Some ladies have feveral of thefc humble
and obfequious attendants, among whom the little

offices are divided •, one attends her abroad, another

provides for the table •, a third dire(51:s the parties of
pleafure •, a fourth the ganiing table, &c. And, in

proportion to the number of thcfe officious gentle-

men, the lady is valued for beauty and wit. They
all pretend to no more than Platonic love ; and, in-

deed, one would almoft be tempted to imagine, that

the huft)ands were really convinced that nothing was
to be apprehended : for the Genoefe, who are as jea-

lous as any other Italians, muft well know to what
heights fuch intimacies arc often carried, as they them-
felves perform the fame offices to other married la>

dies.
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dies. There is, however, no obligation for admit-

ting this cuftom ^ time and the general pradtice are

all it has to plead.

The young ladies of Genoa are rarely feen, their

youth being generally fpent in the confines of a cloif-

ter. The married ladies generally wear black, ei-

thcr filk or velvet ; for, after the firft year of their

marriage, they are rarely indulged in chufing what
colours they pleafe.

There are two clafles of nobility at Genoa, the old

and the new. The families of Doria, Fiefchi, Spi-

nola, Grimaldi, and Imperiali, are at the head of

the former. Formerly^ the Juftiniani were of the

fame clafs, but they have lately abandoned it, and

placed themfelves at the head of the new nobility, of

which there are about five hundred families, fioth

claffes are equally preferred to public employments ^

but the old, in other refpefts, look with contempt

upon the new. All the families of both clafles, thofc

ot Doria and Spinola excepted, are engaged in trade,

as merchants or bankers. But the moft diflinguifhed

for commerce, among the nobility are the Pallavi-

cini. It mult, however, be owned, that notwith-

ftanding the (Exorbitant wealth of many private per-

fons, the ftate is far from rich. The new nobility

have a particular walk on the left fide of the ex-

change-, and the old, on the right. The la' ter in-

deed, are not excluded from walking with the former,

but neither they nor the citizens are permitted to mix
with the latter.

The form of government at Genoa is ariftocratical,

and the nobles mud be alTembled before any affair

of importance can be tranfadted. The doge has no-

thing more than a (hadow of fovereign power, and

even that little expires, with his office, at the end of

two years. When'the difputes in thefe biennial elec-

tions cannot be determined, they are often adjourned

for eight days, during which interval, the oldeft fe-

nattr
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nator condu6ls the government. A perfon may be
cleited doge without being previouQy a fenatorj but

no perfon can be a candidate for :his fupreme office

of the republic, under fifty years of age. Frequently,

the vote of a poor nobleman may pe procured for

fifty or fixty Louis d'ors : and it is reported at Ge-
noa, that, fome time fince, a fenator, in neceffitous

circumftances, being obliged to go a journey, allied

a rich member, belonging to the fame ciafs, to lend

him a cloak ; but was refufed. Soon after, the poor

nobleman coming into the fenate on the day of elec-

tion, the wealthy fenator, who wanted only one vote

to be elected doge, applied to him, ufing all the Tooth-

ing methods, attended with the greatelt promifes, to

obtain nis voice*, but the poor fenator declared,

.

* That, as his neighbour had lately fufFered him to
* go a journey without a cloak, he intended, in re-
* turn, to let him go home without a cap ;* alluding

to that worn by the doge.

The doge, with his family, refides in a palace be-

longing to the republic, having eight fenators as a

couficil to aflift him in the government. His life-

guard confifts of two hundred Germans, at prefent

commanded by baron Ifengerde. Their uniform is

red turned up >yith blue ; but that of the Corfican

corps» blue turned up with red. The bombardiers,

who wear bayonets, have red coats and leather waift-

coats i and the reft of the foldiers white coats faced

with blue. The whole number of troops, maintained

at prefent by the republic, amounts to five thoufand ;

and thefe are continually in garriibn at Savona, Sar-

7ana, Novi, Gavi, Spezza, Ventimilia, and in the

caftles and fortified towns of the ifland of Corfica,

The doge, when he afllfts at procefllons, is dreffed

in a crimfon velvet or filk, and the fenators who fol-

low him, in black.

During the dogp's adminiftration, he is ftiled Se-

renita ; bi^t, after the expiration of his office, only

Excelienza, a title common to all fenators j apd it is

J,n^l-^^- iaid.



^96 KEYSLER's TRAVELS.
faid, that the fecretary of ftatc, when the doge^s fenn

of government is expired, makes him the following

compliment: * Your ferenity having accomplifhed
* the term of your government, your excellency rtiay

* now retire from the republic's'palace to your Own
* refidence' The nobles 2li»e ftiled iUufiriffmi\ but,

'ts they are never wanting in title, we commOrily

'hear a perfon ftiled illuftrijfme & excelkntiffimoJi^ore^

'or, illujlrijfwia excellenza -, the latter is given to all

phyficians, but is lefs honourable than excellentiffim

& illujiriffimo fignorey the latter including ihofc who
are ot noble extraftion.

The palace appointed for the doge is both an an-

*cient and elegant ftrudlure, fituatcd near the center

of the city. The apartments on the left-hand are

allotted to the doge, whofe tabic, during the two
years of his adminiftration, is maintained at the pub-

lic expence. In the court of the palace, on the left-

hand of the large portal, is a white marble ftatue of

Andrew Doria, with an infcription, in which that

' great man is ftiled, the Reftorer of the ancient liberty

of the Republic.

Theafped of this iiluftrious perfon has in it fome-

thing very martial, or rather fierce, which is in-

creased by the enormous length of beard and whlfkers

on the upper lip -, ornaments long fince difufed.

Over againft this ftatue ftands that of his kinfman

and heir, John Andrea Doria, much in the fame tafte,

with an infcription, calling him the Preferver of his

country's liberty.

The afcent from the court to the great hall is' by
' a flight of very low white marble fteps : here the

doge is eledtcd, and public audience given to foreign

^ miniftcrs. It is extremely beautiful, lofty, and well

"lighted. In this hall arc fix white marble ftatues of

perfons eminent for their liberality to the public.

In the fummer council chamber, into which there

^ is a paflage from this hall, is an elegant piece, re-

^ prefenting the inhabitants of Genoa receiving the

afties
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/ell

of

afties of St. John the Baptift, painted by Salimene.

Here is alfoa fine piece of the difcovery of America,

by Chriftopher Columbus, a native of Genoa. Thq
expulfion of Juftiniani from Scio, by Soliman, who
inhumanly murdered all the children of that family,

is finely painted on the middle of the cieling by Por-

denone.

Over the entrance of the arfenal, to which there

is a paffage from the hall of audience, is a roftrum

of a ihip belonging to the ancient Romans. Its length

is about three fpans, and its greateft thicknefs two
thirds of a foot. It was difcovered in the year 1 597,
when the harbour was cleaned. Above twenty-five

thoufand mufkets are dcpofited in the arfenal -, and
among other curiofities, a fhield, in which are fixed

a hundred and twenty piftol-barrels, forty of which
may be fired at one time : and alfo the armour of

feveral ladies of Genoa, who joined in a croifade to

to the Holy Land, in the year 1301, under pope
Boniface VIII. ; and in the archives are depofited

three letters of the prelate, concerning this expe^

dition.

In the new fquare before the doge's palace, is a

daily market, Sundays not excepted, for garden-

Ituff. And, what is very remarkable, green peafe,

artichokes, water-melons, together with hyacinths,

and other flowers blown in perfedlion, are expofed to

fale here in the middle of January.

The Strada Nuova is the fineft ftreet in the whole

city i it was laid out, and the principal palaces in it

built by Alexio Galeazzi, an archited of Perugia.

Ten or twelve of thefe palaces are remarkable for

beauty and magnificence, efpecially thofe of Doria,

Paliavicini, Lercari, Carrega, &c. Thefe palaces

have elegant hanging gardens and orangeries, fup-

ported by ftone pillars, equal in height to the firft

Itory, which opens into them The ibllowing motto
is placed over the entrance of the Doria palace: Nulli

<irta domusy * We have here no fettled habitation.'

Over
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Over the door of the doge's palace the fame wor^jj

ire written, and fecm very properly adapted to the

Ihort continuance of that magiftrate. The Pallavi-

cini palace has this motto : SapiiMia adificabitur do-

inus, ' A houfe fliall be eftablifhed by wifdom.* An
elegant fquare oi* market-place, where the Negroni
have a beautiful palace, terminates the Strada Nuova.
The Strada Balbi is nearly equal to the Strada

NiioVa in beauty, and fuperior in length and breadth.

It is adorned with two palaces belonging to the fialbi

family, the Jefuits college, and the palace of Du-
l*azzo. The latter greatly excels every other private

building in the whole city, and is an hundred and
twenty common paces in front ; nor is the furniture

Unequal to its magnificent appearance. Here are fc-

veral capital paintings *, and the third ftory has round
it an open gallery, from whence there is a beautiful

profpe^ of the harbour and the fea, and leads to ait

elegant garden, decorated with fountains and groves

of orange and citron-trees. A garden of the fame
kind may be feen at the palace of prince Doria, fitu-

ated near the light-houfe : and behind the garden

was formerly a ftone wharf, from whence the family

could ftep into their barge. Charles V. lodged feme
time in this palace *, and, during his ftay, apartments

were fuddenly run up, at the end of which the em-
peror, to his aftonifhment, found a yacht ready to

receive him, and a fplendid entertainment prepared

for his reception. AH the gold and filver plate,

when taken from the emperor's table, was, by prince

Doria's orders, thrown into the fea*, but care had

been previoufly taken to fpread nets all round the

veflel. The Spanilh noblemen in the emperor's re-

tinue, ignorant of this contrivance, could not con-

ceal their aftonifhment at fuch extravagant aftions

;

and, that they might not think any part of this pro-

digious quantity of plate borrowed, an infcription,

in Spanifh, was placed on the front of the palace,

oppo-

roes,

i^rincel

Imce

ptites

afliftinl

he foil

anioui
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oppofite to the Fanal, fignifying, ' That nothing irt

* that houfe was borrowed.* *

^ In the middle of a fountain, on the right fide of
the walk between the palace and the garden, is the fta-

tue of a fea-monfter, faid to have been taken alive^

Its forepart refembles a fatyr, with two fmall horns

;

but behind, it has a double tail of a fifh, placed in an

ereft poficion. Another fountain, much larger than

the former, is decorated with feveral ftatucs, parti-

cularly a gigantic one, of Andrew Doria, with the

fymbols of Neptune, in a triumphal car, drawn by
three large horfes. All the embellifhments of this

fountain, in the center of which the above group is

placed, are cut out of one fingle block of marble.

Andrew Dori^, after a life of ninety-three years,

«f.uring which, he performed a feries of the mod ho-

nourable adions, died in the year 1560. And thefe-

nate, as a public teftimony or their gratitude, for the

many eminent fervices he performed for his country,

fends annually, on the 15th of September, the cap-

tain of the palace, attended by two hundred foldiers,

V/ith the keys of the city, to the prince of Doria, who
always entertains thenl in an elegant manner, and dif-

plays, on this Occafion, his valuable collection of pic-

tures, plate, tapeftry, and other rich furniture of his

palace. The princes of Doria enjoy another privi-

lege, as a further mark of the republic's gratitude,

being allowed to wear their fwords in the city ; .a

privilege denied to all except ftrangers, and the nobles

when letting out on a journey.

The Dona family may boaft of a fucceflion of he-

roes, not eafily paralleled in any other. The prefent

prince is no ftranger to naval affiiirs, and a few years

fmce had a fquadron of gallies ; bi-r, to avoid dif-

putes with the republic, occafioned by his fometimes

aflifting the French, and at other times the Auftrians,

he fold his fleet. His annual revenue is iaid to

amount to a hundred and fifty thoufand philifpi, each

3
philippi

(t ^
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philippi bcin^ equal to four Piedmontefe livres, four*

teen fols and a half.

From the fecond ftory of the aforcfaid palace is ^
palTage, wh^ goes over a little bridge into another
garden, laid out in a beautiful variety of compart-
ments along the Tide of the mountain. And, among
other things, one fees» oh its' top, a gigantic ftatue

of Jupiter, in ftucco, with the lef| foot refting on a

large dog, under which is an epitaph in Italian, im-

porting, that his fidelity and good nature intitled him
to that monument i and from the praftice of both
which good qualities while alive, it was thought but
juftice to depofit his remains near Jupiter, of whole
royal protection he was truly worthy. He lived eleven

years and ten months, and died September 7, at

five in the evening, 1 605.
Such as may be furprifed, that a public monument

jlhould be ereded to a dog, and even the hour of his

death particularly mentioned, will doubtlefs think it

more extravagant, that he had five hundred philippi

a year fettled on him for his maintenance. Spar-

tian, in the 20th chapter of the life of Hadrian, re-

lates, that this emperor was fuch a lover of horfes

and dogs, that he caufed monuments to be eredled

to their memory. The heroic king of Sweden,
Charles XII. was fo fond of his dog Pompey, which

always attended himj that, upon the creature's dy-

ing in Poland, he order'^d his remains to be fent into

Sweden, that he might have the honour of being inter-

red in his native country. But thofe, who, from his

care of his favourite do^, thought he could not fail of

rewarding the fervices othis faithful fubjedls, were mif-

taken ; for he never indicated the leaft emotion of pity

for thofe who had facrificed their lives for him at Stral-

liind, the ifland of Rugen, or other places. The lo-

vers of well turned epitaphs on dogs will find fuifi-

cient matter of entertainment in Lipfius*s Seleft

Epiftles, Golnitz's Itinerary, and Ferari*s Works.

•^ S. Pietro
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' S. PktTO d*Arena, the fuburbs on the Fanal or

light-houfe fide, is a mod charming place, finely de-

corated with elegant gardens and fumnier-hourcs

:

rbut the Villa Imperii, where the prefent emprefa

;iiodged twice, deferves particular notice.

•r The celebrated mufeum of Micconi is ftill at Ge-
• iioa ; but the owner being employed in moving his

goods to another houfe, I could not have an oppor-
.Itunity of feeing it.

f The buildings cottfccrated to religion in this city

ire thirty' feven parifti cihurchcs, of which twenty are

j7Coliegiate, feventeen itionafteries, and two large hof-

ipita\s.

4 In a chapel of the cathedral, which is dedicated

to St. Laurence, are kept, with the greateft venera-

tion, the remains of St. John the Baptift. This cha-

i pel is on the left-hand of the entrance into the catbe-

idral, and in it thirty filver lamps are kept continu*

ally burning; The altar is fupported by five pillars

of porphyry, and decorated with a painting by Van-
dyck.

In this church is a large emerald difh, i*aid to b6
a prefent from the queen of Sheba to king Solomon,
by whom it was afterwards ufed for the pafchal lamb

;

and by our Saviour at his laft fupper : and the re-

pisblrc of Genoa either received it as its fhare of the

plunder of the city of Casfarea, in the year iioi, or

IS indebted for it (?o the generofity of Baldwin, king

of Jerufalem. This valuable curiofity, which can-

not be feen without permillion from the archbiftiop,

js of a circular form, with a hexagonal rim. Its dia-

meter is two common palms, and its circumference

five palms wanting one inch. It is formed out of one

fmgle emerald, and is entirely plain, without any

carving or fculpture. Perhaps the emerald I before

mentioned, at the convent of Reichneau in.Boden-

fee, is the only one in Europe equal to this in di-

menfions.

Vol. IV. . D d The

r
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The church of St. Dominic is finely decorated With

marble fculpture ; but it is more remarkable for a fine

painting or Csfefar Procaccino, reprefenting the cir-

cumcifion of Chrift. The tribunal of the inquifition

is held in the Dominican convent, to which this

church belongs. The church of the feme name, be-

longing to the Dominican nuns, near the church of
St. Luke, fliould alfo be vifited by travellers.

Between the Piazzo Sarfano and St. Mary's church

is a broad ilreet, belonging to the Sauli family ; and
at the end of this ftreet is a ftone bridge, connefting

two eminences in the city, formerly feparated by a

deep valley. It is impoflible to view this bridge with»

out aftonriliment, its height being near ninety feetj

and confifts of one fmall and three large arches •, th^

latter are elevated ten or twelve feet above feveral

houfcs five or fix ftories high, being built crofs a

large ftreet. This extraordinary bridge is forty-five

feet in breadth, and an hundred and feventy paces

in length. The diameter of the middle arch, un-

der which there are feveral houfes, is above thirty

paces. One of the Sauli family, who is ftill alive,

but without any child, from a defire of perpetuating

his memory, finifhcd this work at a vaft expence

;

^;fand the republic, as a teftimony of its gratitude, has

^:«reded, in the doge's palace, a ftatue to his me-
mory.

Tjiere are fome fine Frefco paintings by Francif-

<:hina de Bologna, befide other pictures by Piola, in

, the church of St» Philippo Neri, belonging to the

fathers of the oratory. In this church, every Sun*

jday evening, during the winter feafon, an oratorio,

i'ounded on fome fcripture hiftory, is performed. This

14 fuccecded by a fermon of near half an hour; and

the whole concludes with a grand piece of church

\ mufic. There can be no great objedion againft a

performance of this kind, as it is evidently calculated

to prevent people from running into ill company,

asd, at the lame dme^ to endeavour, by every me-

.^ . ; thod
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thod of pcrfuafion, to imprefs on their minds the

duties or mofality and religion ; but the fummer's

divcrfion by thefe fathers cannot claim an equal in-

dulgence. They have, without St. Thomas's gate,

rtcar prince Doria's palace, a fine garden, in which

is a beautiful ftrufture. Here feveral games, as

draughts, chefs, and billiards, are permitted every

Sunday in the dfternoon ; they have indeed excepted

cards and dice. It mull however be owned, that they

play only or mje marias^ pater-nojlersy &c. not for

money, and, accordingly, when a let breaks up,

the lofers repair to an image of thd Virgin, and there,

on their knees, difcharge the debt. As foon as the

evening approaches, all play ceafes, and the fathers

perform an oratorio •, then one of them makes a fpi-

rttual exhortation, and the whole concludes with ^
folemn piece of church mufic. As the fathers en-

deavour, by thefe meetings, to prevent the com-
monalty from joining their riotous companions, an4
gratify their prepofterous paflion for gaming, with-

out any prejudice to their families and fortune, the

defign itfelf cannot be condemned ; but can the

abufe of the name of God in thefe laft prayers, wherei

the attention is not engaged, be juftified ? Surely

they cannot be faid to be edifying, if indeed they are

lawful. ^

When a fingle perfon is buried, a kind of garland,

fofmed of all forts of artificial flowers, is placed on
the coffin. But, at the funerals of perfons of dif-

tinflion, the religious fraternities walk in procefTion,

having white hoods drawn over their faces, and flam-

beaux in their hands, which they carry in an hori-

Jeontal pofition, that poor children may earn a few

fols, by catching the wax which perpetually drops

from them upon paper.
^
The intention is doubtlcls

commendable 5 but the folemnity is not greatly iri-

Greafed by the number of fagged boys every where-

mixed with the procefllon*

D d a Before
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Before I conclude it is neceflacy to obferve, that

though the entertainment at the inns of Genoa is fo

much preferable to that at Turin, yet a traveller will

have no reafon to boaft •, efpecially if he negleds to

bargain for every thing before be receives it. Their
wine is none of the beft -, Init this is not to be attri-

buted to the landlords •, for they are obliged to fetch

all their wine from the vaults of the republic, where
it is delivered in fealed bottles. And as the inn-

keeper gains nothing more than the bottles in the

fale of the wine, he always takes care to make him-

lelf amends in other articles.

. The repubhc, befide this monopoly of wine, deals

alio in corn, none of that commodity being fold in

the market, fo that every baker is obliged to pur-

chafe it at the public granaries.

[Lady Wortley Montague gives feveral particulars

•and obfervations relating to Genoa, which will illuC-

trate the foregoing account.

J.
J.* Genoa is lituated in a veiy fine bay, and being

built on a rifing hill intermixed with gardens, and

beautified with the moll excellent architenure, gives

a very fine proiped off at fca •, though it loft much
of its beauty in my eyes, having been accuftomed to

that of Conflantinople. The Gencefe were once

mailers of leveral itlands in the Archipelago, and all

jthat part of Conftantinople wiiich is now called Ga-

hta. Thtir betraying the Chriltian caufe, by faci-

litating the taking ot Conftantinople by the Turk,

^
Idclerved what has fince happened to them, even the

. Jofs of all their conqueils on that fide to thole infi-

dels. They are at prefent far from rich, and are de-

*fpifed by the French, fince their doge v/as forced by

. the late king to go in peifon to Paris, to aik par-

^don for fuch a trifie as the arms of France over the

. houfe of the envoy, being Ipattered with dung in the

night. This, I liippofc, was done by fome of the

,.Spanilh fadion, which ftiil makes up the m>ijority
'

.. ,
here,

'.'.. M ' '
.

•* .-' . '

"I



GENOA; j^n

here, though they dare not openly declare it. The
ladies affect the French habit, and are more genteel

than thofe they imitate. I do not doubt but the cul-

tom of Cicifbei's has very much improved their airs.

I know not whether you ever heard of thofe animals.

Upon my word, nothing but my own eyes could'

have convinced me there were any fuch upon earth.

The fafhion begun here, and is now received all over

Italy, where the hufbands are not fuch terrible crea-

tures as we reprefent them. There are none among
them fuch brutes, as to pretend to find fault with a

cuftom fo well eftablifhed, and fo politically founded,

lince 1 am affured that it was an expedient, firft found

out by the fenate, to put an end to thofe family

hatreds, which tore their (late to pieces, and to find

employrnent for thofe young men, who were forced

to cut one another's throats, pour pajfer le temps •, and

it has fucceeded fo well, that fince the inftltution of

Cicilbey, there has been nothing but peace apd good
humour amongft them. Thefe are gentlemen who
devote themfelves to the lervice of a particular lady,

(I mean a married one, for the virgins are all invi-

sible, and confined to convents :) they are obliged

to wait on her to all public places, fuch as the plays,

operas, and affemblies, (which a,re called here con-

verfations) where they wait behind her chair, take

care of her fan and gloves, if flie plays ; have the pri-

vilege of whifpers, &c. -When fhe goes out, ihty

ferve her infte^d of lacquies, gravely trotting by her

chair. *Tis their bufinefs to prepare for her a prc-

fent againft any day of public appearance •, in Iliort,

they are to fpend all their time and money in her

fervice, who rewards them accordingly (foropporcu-

nity they want none) but the hufband is not to h:ivc

the impudence to fuppofe this any other than pure

Platonic friendfliip. It is true, they endeavour to

give her a Cicifbei of their own chufing -, but v/hen

the lady happens not to be of the fame tafce, as that

pften happens, me never fails' to bring it about to

..
- D d ';^ have
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have one of her own fancy. In former times, on©
beauty ufed to have eight or ten of thefe humble ad-

mirers ; but thofe days of plenty and humility are

no more. Men grow more fcarce and faucy, and
cveiy lady is forced to content herfclf with one at a,

time.

You may fee in this place the glorious liberty ofa re-

public, or, more properly, of an ariftocracy, the com^
mon people being here as arrant flaves as the French

;

but tlie old nobles pay little refped: to the doge, who
isbut two years in his office, and whofe wife, at that

very time, afllmies no rank above another lady. It

is true, the family of Andrea Doria (that great man
who reftorcd them that liberty they enjoy) have fomc
particular privileges. When the fenate found it ne-

ceflary to put a flop to the luxury of drefs, forbid^

ding the wearing of jewels and brocades, they left

them at liberty to make what expenc? they plealed.

I look with great pleafure on the ftatue of that

hero, which is in the court belonging tp the houfe

of duke Doria. This pi^ts me in mind of their pa-

laces, which I can never defcribe as I ought.

Is it not enough that I fay, they are moft of them the

defign of Palladio ? The ftreet called Strada Nova,
js perhjps the moil beautiful line of building in the

world. I muft particularly mention the vaft palaces

of Diirazzo, thole of the two Balbi, joined together

by a magnificent colonade, that of the Imperiale, at

this village of St. Pierre d*Arena, and another of the

Doria. The perfeftion of architecture, and tHe ut-

mcil profufion of rich furniture are to be leen here,

dlfpofed with the mod elegant tafle, and lavifh mag^
nificence. But I am charmed with nothing fo much
f s the colledion of pictures by the pencils of Raphael,

Vaulo Veronefe, Titian, Caracci, Michael Angelo,
Guido and Correggio ; which two I mention lad as

my particular favourites. 1 own, I can find no plear

fure in objcCls of horror ; and, in my opinion, th?

fnore naturally a crucifix is reprefcnted, the more
• ^ ^ifagreeabl^
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4ilagrccablc it is. Thefe my beloved painters fhew

nature, and ftiew it in the moft charming light.*

Dr. SmoUet, who was at Genoa in 1765, furnilhcs

us alfo with the following remarks.
* It is not without reafoo that Genoa is called La

Superba.—The city is very (lately, and the nobles arc

very proud. Some few of them may be proud of
their wealth : bu , in general, their fortunes are very

fmall. Many Genoefe nobkmen are faid to have for-

tunes of hajf a million of livres per annum : but the

truth is, the whole revenue of the ftate does not ex-

ceed this fum i and the livre of Genoa is about nine

pence fterling. There are about halfa dozen of their

nobles who have ten thoufand a year : but the majority

h-'ve not above a twentieth part of that fum. They
live with great parfimony in their families \ and wear

nothing but black in public ; fo tliat their expenccs

are but fmall. if a Genoefe nobleman gives an en-

tertainment once a quarter, he is faid to live upon the

fragments all the reft of the year. I was told that

one of them lately treated his friends, and left the

entertainment to the^care of his fon, who ordered a

dilh of fifh that cott a* zechine, which is equal to about

ten Ihillings fterling. The old gentleman no fooner

faw it appear on the table, than unable to fupprefs

his concern, he burft into tears and exclaimed, /lb

Figliuolo indegno I Siamo in Rovina ! Siamo in precis

pizio

!

I think the pride or oftentation of the Italians in

general takes a more laudable turn than of other na

tions. A Frenchman lays out his whole revenue upon
tawdry fuits of cloaths, or in furnifhing a magtiifi-

cent repas of fifty or a hundred diflies, one half of

which are not eatable, nor intended to be eaten. His
wardrobe goes to the fripier 5 his difhes to the dogs,

and after his deceafe no veftige of him remains. A
Genoefe, on the other hand, keeps himfclf and his

family at fhort allowance, that he may lave money to

build palaces and churches, which remain to after-

P d 4 . ag^s
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ages (o many monuments of his tafte, piety, and tm»*
nificence ; and, in the mean tim^, give employment^
and bread to the poor- and induftrious. There are

fome Genocic nobles who have each five or fix elc«

gant palaces magnificently fwrnifhed^ either in^ the

city, or in different pa^^:s of the Riveria. The two
ftreets called Strada Balbi and Strada Nuova are con-
tinued double ranges of palaces, adopned with gar-

dens and fountains ; but cheir being painted oa iho

outfide, has, in my opinion, a poor eff^(9:. ' -

The commerce of this city is, at prefent, not very

confiderable ; yet it- has the face of bufinefe^ The
flreets are crowded with people ; the fhops are well

furnifhed ; and the markets abound with all forts of

excellent provifion. The wine made in this neigh-

bourhood is, however, very indifferent j and aU that

is confumed muft be bought ac the public cantinre,

where if is fold for the benefit of the folate. Their

bread is the whiteft and the befl: I have tafted any

where j and the beef, which they have from Pied-

mont, is juicy and delicious. The expence of eat-

ing in Italy is nearly the fame ^s in France, about

three fhillings a head for every meal. The ftate of

Genoa is very poor, and their bank gE St. George
has received fuch rude (hocks, firft from the rcvok

of the Corficaris, and afterward from the Misfortunes

of the city, when it was taken by the Auftrians in

the war of 1745, that it ftill continues to languifti^

.

without any near profpe<5t of its credit being rettored.

Nothing fhews the weaknefs of their ftate more than

their having recourfe to the afTiftance of France^ to

put a-flop to the progrefs of Pnoli in Corfica : for af-

ter all that has been faid of the gallantry and cou-

rage of Paoli and his iflanders, I am very credibliy

informed that they might be very eafily fuppreflfe^,

if the Genoefe had either vigour in the council, oe

icroliitioij in the field. '='

True it is, they made a noble effort in expelling

the Auflrians, who had taken poHtlFion of their city ;

• bu^
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ibiH this ©fFort was the efFc<9: of oppreflion aixi de-.

ibair ; and if the infinuation of fome pQliticians ii|

this part of the world may be belkvcd, tlie Gciioeii^

would not haye fucceeded in that attempt, if theyv

.

had not preyioufly purchafed, with a large fum 0^
money, the connivance of the only perion who couki 1

defeat the enterprize. For my own p£\rt, I can fcarce

entertain thoughts fo prejudicial tp the, charadleif oi

human nature, as to fuppofe a man capable of faerir^

ficing,. to fgch a eon/ideration, the duty he owed hi§^

prince, aa weU as all regard to the lives of his fol-

diers, even thofe who lay fick in hofpitals, and wha
being dragged forth, w^re niiferably butchered by the

furious populace. There is one uwre prcfumption of
his iijnoccnce, he (till retains the favour of his fovc-,

reign,, yiho could not well be fuppofed to fhare in the

booty. There are myfteries in politics whisch ix^ere never

4re4me4 ofin ourphUoJhphyy B'oratio ! The pofleflion of

Genoa might have proved a troublei(brBe bone o|

contention, wliich it might be convenient to lofe by-

accident. Certain it is, when the Auftrians returned

after their expulfion, in order to retake the city, the

engineer, being queftioned by the general,, d€clare4

he would take the place in fifteen days, on pain of
lofing hi^ head; and in four days after this decla-

r^^ifon the Auftrianjs retired. This anecdote I learned

from a worthy gentleman of this country, who had
il from the engineer's own mouth. Perhaps it wasi

the will of heaven. You fee how favourably JProvi-

denee has interpofed in behalf of the reigning emprelst

,Qf RufTi?, firft in removing her hufband > fecondly,,

in ordaining the aflaflination of prince Ivan, for whicli,

the perpetrators have been fo liberally rewarded : it;

even feems determined to fhorten the life of her owr^

fon, the only furviving rival from whom Ihe had any-

thing to fear.

The Genoefe have now thrown themfelves into the.

arms of France for protc<ition : I know not whether

it would not have been a greater mark of fagacity

10 cultivate the friendlhip of England, with which

*h:'
'

' ' the
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they carry on an advantageous commerce. While
the Englifti are mafters of the Mediterranean, they
"will always have it in their power to do incredible

damage all along the Riviera, to ruin the Genoefe
trade by fea, and even to annoy the capital

-, for,

notwithftanding all the pains they have taken to for-

tify the mole and the city, I am greatly deceived if

it is not ftill expofed to the danger, not only of a

bombardment, but even of a cannonade. I am even
fanguine enough to think, a refolute commander
might, with a ftrong fquadron, fail dire<Elly into the

harbour, without fuftaining much damage, notwith-

ftanding all the cannon ofthe p4ace, which are faid to

amount to near five hundred. I have feen a cannonade
ofabove four hundred pieces of artillery^ befide bombs
and cohorns, maintained for many hours without do-

ing much mifchief. v>m>.

* The few days we ftaid at Genoa were employed in

vifiting the moft remarkable churches, and palaces.

; In fome of the churches, particularly that of the

Annunciata, I found a profufion of ornaments, which
had more magnificence than tafte. There is a great

number of pidures ; but very few of them are capi-

tal pieces. I heard much of the Ponte Garignano,

which did not at all anlwer my expcflation. It is a

bridge that unites two eminences which form the

higher pare of the city, and the houfes in the bottom
below do not rife fo high as the fpringing <rf its

arches. There is nothing at all curious in its con-

ftruftion, nor any way remarkable, except the height

of the piers from which the arches are fprung. . Hard
by the bridge there is an elegant church, from the

top of which you have a very rich and extenfive prof*

peft of the city, the fea, and the adjacent country,'

which looks like a continent of groves and villas.

The only remarkable circumftance about the cathe*

dral, which is gothic and gloomy, is the chapel where

the pretended bones of John the Baptift are depofited,

and in which thirty filver lamps are continually burn-.

jng. 1 had a curiofity to fee the palaces of Durazzo
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^md Doria, but it required more trouble to procure

admifTion than I was willing to give myfelf.—

-

Having here provided myfelf with letters of ere-,

dit for Florence and Rome, I hired the fame boat:

which had brought us hither, to carry us forward to

Lerici, which is a fmall town about half way be-

tween Genoa and Leghorn, where travellers, who
are tired of the fea, take poft-chaifes to continue their

route by land to Pifa and Florence. I paid three

Loui d'ors for this voyage ofabout fifty miles ; though

I might have had a felucca for lefs money. When you
land on the wharf at Genoa, you are pHed by the fe-

lucca men juft as you arc plied by the watermen at

Hungerford-ftairs in London. They are always

ready to fet off at a minute's warning for Lerici,

Leghorn, Nice, Antibes, Marfeilles, and every part

of the Riviera.']

The roads between Genoa and Lucca arc very bad,

often infefted with banditti i and the accommodation

at the inns very indifferent, fothat the journey is both

troublciome and dangerous. Thofe therefore who,

have before feen Milan, will find it much more agree- ^

^ble, efpecially during the autumn and winter feafons,

to imbark in a felucca for Leghorn. The corfairs,

during thefe months, rarely approach the ihore, and,

the wind being generally to the northward, the paf^

fage is performed in two days without the lead diffi-

culty. But you muft not forget to take with you a
certificate of health ; and, with regard to the cor^

fairs of Barbery, a pafs from the conful ofany nation at

peace with thefe ftates may be of the greateft fervice.

The diftance between Genoa and Leghorn is about

an hundred and twenty Italian miles ; and a private

felucca may generally be hired for three or four pif-

^oles, or about three pounds four fhillings fterling.

Feluccas are light open veffels, fufi^cient for ten or
twelve perfons, and make ufe both of fails and oars.

They always keep near the (hore, fo that, in cafe of
contrary winds, or the apprehenfion of meeting any
^orfair, they turn into fome lecure creek or harbour

m thecoaft, where they continue during the night.

The
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The diftanc^ between Qeaoa and Capo Fino, or

Punto Fino,, is fifteen ItaKan miles ; and between thei;:i

Nervi and Camogli are fituatqd. Several houfes and
villages, being ere^ed along tl^e coaft, rcn^der it a
very agreeable profpedt. Capo Fino is one of the

head lands, or promontories wnlch form the bay of
Rapallo : it is only a barren rock, extending a confi-

derable diftance into the fea, andrhaving on the eaftern

fide of the fummif a pretty ftrong caftle. Rapallo,

being built in the. form of ^n amphitheatre, affbrds a
vcfy agreeabte pro^efb. Ghiveri, a large but irre-

gular village, fituated on the coaft between Rapallo,

and Lavagna, is not mentioned in feveral maps. The
coaft between Layagna and Porto de Venere, except

thoffc fmall towns mentioned above, is one contjinued

barren rock, deftitut^ Qf vines, grafs, and wood j

• nor have the inhabitants any other m^thgd of ^cauir^

ing their fubfiftence than fifliing.
'

The territories of Genoa are on one fide t;?rminated

by the fhialh prinapality of Mefia, the capital of
which is Carrara, from whence the famous marble,

jdug from a q^uarry in the neighbo.\irhood, derives its

name. Near the river Magra are ilill the ruins of the

ancient Luna. Some imagine, that Gulfo di Spetia

is the Fortus Lups of the ancjents.

; Leghorn, *, called by the ancients Liburnus Portus.,

was, a few ages fince, but a mean and unhealthy

place, and belonged to the republic of Genoa-, who
exchanged it fOr Sarzana, an epifcopal city near Le-
fici, with Cof not. duke of Tufcany. The former

appeared^ at that time, to have greatly the advantage

;

bur the grand duke had before formed a fcheme for

. rendering Leghorn a place of much greater copfe-

quence than it had hithertQ been. Nor was he d,e-

• ccived in his^ exped:ations •, for, by cutting a great

number of can'4s,, and uflng other proper method^

of cultivation, the foil is rendered fertile, and the

* The proper name of this plaje Is tivprnif, bfin^ called Leg-

horn by none bu,t ^he Englilh.

noj^iou|
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noxious exhalations almoft totally deftroyed •, whiciv

with the free trade it enjoys, have rendered it very

populous. The city is, however, dellitute of good

water, which the inhabitants are obliged to fetqh;

^from Pifa.

.[" Leghorn, fays Mr. Mi/Ton, is about foufteea

miles diftant from Pifa, the country between them
*being very level, but woody^ filled with oaks, cork-

'trees, and wild niyrtles: they tell you, that thefe

woods were formerly all covered by the fea, which
reached within three miles of Pifa, where you fee a
large church at the entrance of thefe woods, which,

"fey they, was built in the fame place where St. Peter

was fhipwrecked oneday when he was fifhing. Leg-
'horn is a modern city, built on a level ground, and
ftrengthened with.good fortifications faced with brick-

work -, its ftreets are large, ftreight, and uniform,

the houfes generally of the fame height, and painty!

on the outfide."] . >

" Merchants of all denominations enjoy intire liberty

of commerce, and the free exercife of their religion in

private ;> but the only one permitted to be exercifed

.publicly is that of Rome : though the Greeks, Jews,

and N^ahoinetans, have, in fome meafure, the fame

indulgence. The proteftants have always opportu-

nities of baptifing their children, receiving the facra-

to^nt, and performing the other duties of religion,

cither by means of the great number of Englilh,

Dutch, and Danifii fhips confiantly in the harbour,

or the chapel of the Englifh fadors eredled here.

Cdtnmerce is not obflru6ted at Leghorn by high du-

ties i every bale, how large foever, pays only two
. fcudi, or piallers, (about nine fhlllings ilerling) nOr

are the contents ever examined. The baggage of

travellers is never fearched-, they are indeed obliged

to deliver up their fire-arms, but thefe are rellored,

by procuring an order from the governor, which is

not attendecTwith any great difficulty. The Englilh,

of which there are thirty-fix families, carry on the

'greatefl: trade here of any foreign nation.

There
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There are faid to be eighteen thoufand Jews in thtf

city of Leghorn, which is termed their paradife ; fot

they here enjoy the greatcft freedom, nor are th6y

branded with any ignominious mark of diftindionf.

The inquilition is indeed eflablifhed at Leghorn, but
its power is not extended to the Jews, but limited iff-

tirely to ecclefiaftical affairs of its own communion.
The number of inhabitants in Leghorn, including

the Jews, is faid to amount to forty thoufand ; but,

in my opinion, this eftimate is too large. The ftreets

in general are ftraight and broad ; fo that from the

great fquare, where the market is kept, there is a
prolpedt through the oppofite gates of the city. The
north part is called New Venice, from its cleanlinefs,

the number of canals that interfeft it, the elegance of
the buildings, and its convenient fituation for trade.

The walks on the ramparts are very agreeable,

there being on one fide an extenfive profpeS of the

fea, and on the other of a country ^nely embelliflied

with gentlemen's feats. Befidethe citadel, there afe

two caftles toward the fea ; fo that the place is cap-

able of making a good defence. There are at preferit

about three hundred pieces of ordnance, the greatell

part of which are brafs, on the feveral fortifications 5

and the garrifon confifts of fix hundred men.
At the mouth of the harbour, on the left hand, ajre

two towers, faid to be the remains of a pier belonging

to the republic of Pifa. Leghorn harbour is divided

into two parts, called the outward and inward har-

bour. The latter, termed the Darfa, or Darfena,

is appointed for the reception of the gallies belonging

to the grand duke. Thefe are often fent out on a

cruife againft the corfairs of Barbary ; but it cannot

be faid to compofe avery formidable fleet, their whole
number not exceeding five or fix.

The former, or outward harbour, is defended from
the violence of the waves by a pier-head of fix hun-

dred paces in length, compofed of prodigious large

ftones i the top oi: it is paved, and on it the moft

weakhy
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W^thy citizens take the air in their coaches. The
breadth of the harbour is near fifteen hundred paces j

but the water, efpecially in the middle, is not of,*

fofficient depth •, fo that large (hips are obliged, for

the greater lafety, to be fattened to the fide of the

mole. There is good anchorage in the road at about

one or two Italian miles diftance from the mole *, but

the (hips riding here are equally expofed to the wea-

ther and the Barbary corfairs.

Civita Vecchia feems in feveral refpefts to be better

Situated for trade than Leghorn, and, (hould the pope
declare the former a free port, it mult prove very dif-

advantageous to the latter. Several popes have been

convinced of the advantage that could not fail of re*

fulting from this fcheme, but the intereft of the Flo-

rentine cardinals, and large fums of money pro-

perly diflributed, have hitherto hindered its being

carried into execution. The unhealthfulnefs of the

air at Civita Vecchia is no objedion at all ; becaufe

Leghorn itfelf is a fufficient inftance that it may be

remedied; and the belt of water may, by the help of
pipes, be eafily conveyed thither.

The Pharos, or light-houfe, where, during the

night, above thirty lamps are conftantly burning, is

built upon a fingle rock in the open fea. Corfica,

and even Sardinia, may be feen from this tower, in

fine weather j the former is indeed vifible from the

mole. The Lazaretto, where perfons and goods, com-
ing from all places fufpeded of contagious difeafes,

perform quarantine, is fituated near the light houfe,

on the main land.

The Turkifh flaves, and others condemned to the

gallies, are every night fecured in a kind of large pri-

fon, called the Bagni, from a ^vord ufed by the Turks
for the place where they corline their Chriftian cap-

tives. They are at liberty to quit the Bagni every

day, and may follow any trade or bufinefs; but they

muit be fure to return early in the evening. There

are generally about two thoufand of thele rowers,

; ^ eight
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^^ight or hine hiindred of whkh are Turks. Thert are

*JrIio Turks in the city, which are no flaves, but are

"©bilged to Kve in a parckukr quarter, near that ap-

pointed for the Jews. They have a great moique in

the Bagni, but it is generally fliut up. u.

:

^ There is not a fingie chutch in Leghorn that ine-

tits the obfervation of a judicious tmvfelter. The
<3reel^s in this city are divided into two fedts, and
diftinguifhed by the names of Latin Gtieeks and
Eaftern Greeks. The former acknowlege thfe pdpe's

'Topremacy. The Armertians have alfo a eh^rch here

;

but the difference between their religion «nd that of

'the Roman catholics is very immaterial. The Jews
and Turks ^re obliged to live in particular parts of

the city ; ahd the common proftitutcs are forced to

tonfine themfelves to the diflrid alTigned them : nor

•are thefe Unhappy wretches allowed to vifit any other

part of the city without leave from the c^mmilfery,

which cannot be procured under a few fols.

But, notwithltanding all the advantages ehjoy^d by

Leghorn, it is far from being a cheap place to r6fidc

at; for, befide the large duties on all provifions

brought to it by land, the duke referves to himfelf

the monopoly of feveralcommcdities^efpecially bran-

dy, tobacco, and fait: and fo very ttridt are they with

regard to the laft article, great quantities of which are
' found on the lea-fliore, that whoever has half an ounce

of futh fait in his cuftody, is feht to the gallies, with-

out any regard to his rank or fituation in liffe.

Bari<s go daily from Leghorn to Pifa, by m^ans of

.1 canal, except in winter, when it is fometimes fro-

zen. This can.d, which is fixteen Italian miles in

length, is not only very advamageons to trade, but

'highly ufeful in draining the moraires, whereby the air

is rendered more healthy than it otherwife would be.

Pifa was, lome centuries ago, a famous republic,

^whofe vidorious fleet were a terror to the Saracens in

the Holy Land, the eoafts of Africa, theiflands of

Sicily and Majorca, and the republic of Genoa* But
river,

' Vol
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there

tifere is Hardly the fhadow of this mighty power nov^

remaining ; partly owing to their having fallen under
the dominion of the Florentines, and partly to the

dpening of the neighbouring harbour at Leghorn.

The city indeed is ipacious, the ftreets even, broad,

and well-paved, and the houfes not badly built; biit

the life and fpifit which fhould aftuate this well finlfh-

ed body, namely, the number of inhabitants, are

wanting to fiich a degree, that the ftreecs are in many
iplaces full of grafs. The principal and richeft fami-

lies, fince the republic loll its liberty in the year

1406, have abandoned Pifa, and retired to different

places, fome even as far as Geneva ; nor is there the

leaft appearance of this lofs evef being repaired. The
air is however healthy, the water excellent, the adja-

cent Cbuntry Very fruitful, and the fituation of the

city pleafant ahd commodious, on account of the xhr

vtr Arno, which waflies its walls. The number of
inhabitants in Pifa amounts at prcfent to between

fixteen and feventeen thoufand; out was their num-
ber proportional to the iargenefs and other circum-

stances of the place, it ftiould at leaft amount to

eighty thoufand.

The condition of the univerfity, founded here in

13^9, is alfo but indifferent-, though it is neither

deflitute of public endowments, colleges, or abler

profefTors, who are npminaiied by the great duk(^

The exchange is a beautiful and ftately liru6ture, built

in 1 605, but it is how frequented by a few merchants

only. Shipwrights and other artificers however enjoy

here one particular advantage, namely, the building|

of gallies, which the great duke has removed to Pifa, j

on account of the conveniency of the Arno ; and the

fmall naval force of that prince is commonly ftationea

here.

Pifa has three bridges over the Arno, of which that

in the middle is the mod beautiful, and built of mar-

ble. The common people, who live oppofite to the

river, have annually a mock engagement on this

' Vol. IV. E e bridge,
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bridge, like that on St. Barnabas's bridge at VenicCy

betwixt the Cadellani and Nicoloti.

With regard to the botanic garden, I (hall only

mention, in general, that it lies near St. Steven's

eFturch, is very fpacious, and, befide a great number
of plants^ is decorated with fevcral water-works.

Near the entrance is the iniire flceleton of a whale,

and feveral parts of another.. Over the door is this

advice, often neccffary in a garden. Hie Argus eflo,

fion Briareus. " Employ the eyes of Argus, but

not the hands of Briareus."

^, In thp repofitory of natural euriofities, near the bo-

tanic garden, among other remarkable pieces,, is a^

coral-fprig growing on a human fkull, and two pieces

of cryftal -, in the center of one of which is a drop of

water in continual motion, and in that of the other a

fly. The fight of thefe cryftals brought to my re-

membrance a relique fliewn by the Bcnedidines at

Vendome, who pretend it is one of the tears which

pur Saviour Ihed at the grave of Lazarus •, but, in

fad, is no other than a mere curiofity of nature. I

have elfewhere,pointed out the miftake of the ancU

liiits, in afcribing the fame original to cryftal as to

ice*, and \ believe I have alfo mentioned, that an

aniethyft containing a drop of water may be Teen in

Sir Hatas Sloane's mufseum at London.

Jjacca is twelve Italian miles diftantfrom Pifa; but

tlie road is delightful, efpecially in dry weather ; when
there is no neceflity for travelling over the mountain

of St. Julian, but keep entirely in the plain, which is

divided into fquare inclofures, and planted with beau-

,;tiful rows of trees, round which the vines intwine

their branches, and form, on the tops, luxuriant and

fccniutiful clufters and feitoons, I'hs beautiful ap-

pearance of this track of land cannot be exceeded ei-

ther in funimer or autumn^ the mountain on the

right bemg entirely covered with tall cypreffes and

ohve-treB. The winters, in thefe parts, cannot be

iEid to be mild, for, at prefent, the froft is often fo

•6 « ,j- . intend
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iHtenfc during the night, that the carriages make no
imprtffion on the ground, defended from the rays of
the fun : but» notwithftanding the feverity of cold, I

obfervcd, that feveral fields were fovvn with flax,

which looked very, green, and was upward of half

an cU above the furface of the earth. It does not

ripen till May, fo that it muft be extreamly hardy to

bear fo keeh a froft. I alfo faw white cabbages and
large turnips in other inclofures.

Notwithftanding the republic ofLucca is not above
thirty Italian miles in circumference, yet the fertility

of the foil and clemency of the government have
proved fuch prevalent motives to fettling here, that

the inhabitants of the city, together with thofc of the

hundred and fifty villages, of which the republic

Confifts, are faid to amount to one hundred and twenty

thoufand *, thirty thoufand of which are capable of
bearing arms. The territories of the grand duke in*

tirely encompafs inofe of Lucca ; fo that a foreign

fbrce only can prevent this republic from falling un-
der the yoke of the grand duke of Tufcany. Not
have thofe princes failed often to fliew their defire of
Uniting this delightful fpot with their other domi^
nions, and of reducing Lucca to the fame wretched cir*

cumftances with Florence, Sienna, and Pifa. It is no
great difficulty to find plaufible caufes fQ,r a rupture

between contiguous ftates*, their refpeftive boundaries,

which can never be abfolutely determined, will alone

afford a perpetual fource : but this is not the only

one ; the republic of Lucca have always refufed to

atknowlege the family of Medicis, grand dukes of
Tufcany, the only title, they will allow thofe princes,

being dukes in Tufcany. Such is the fituation of
Lucca, and, therefore, an univerfal harmony among
the members of that republic is abfolutely neceffary,

if they are defirous of tranfmitting to their pofterity

the bleflings of liberty, their darling idol, with whofc
image they decorate their coins, their city-gates, and

•fiublic buildings. The republic is governed by a

E p 2 council
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council of (late, and a great council : the former i»

compofed of the Gonfaleniere, or doge, and nine le-

nators, who are all members of the latter, or great

council. Thcfe fenators arc termed Anziani or elders,

have the title of excelkntijfmi •, and, diiring their of-

fice, which continues only two nnonths, have apart-

ments in the palace of the republic, and are maintained

at the public expence. And, v^enever their own
private affairs call them from the palace, they always

go incognitOy and in a clofe fedan, with the curtains

drawn. A doge cannot be re-ele^ed till feven years

after the expiration of his office. The great council

coniids of a hundred and thirty nobles and ten burgh-

ers, who enjoy their office two years. A corps of

feventy-fix Switzers form the dogc*s guard ; the other

forces belonging to the republic amount to about five

hundred men ; and its annual revenue to about four

hundred thoufand fcudi^ or eighty thoufand pounds
llerling.

The city of Lucca is about three Italian miles in

circumference, and is defended by eleven ballions,

. on which two hundred and eighty pieces of cannon

are mounted. Several rows of trees are planted round

the wails, which render the walks on them very plea-

fant. The city is fituated in the middle of a delight-

ful plain, which is every where terminated by a chain

of mountains \ and, from the diligence of its inhabi-

tants in their filk and other manufactures, has acquir-

ed the honourable epithet of iniiujiriofa^ the induftri-

ous. They extrafb from a fmall,. but excellent fort of

olives, the fineft oil of any in Italy ; and from this

commodity the republic derives confiderable advan-

tages. It would be unjuft not to commend the inha-

bitants, of whom there are near four ti>oufand in the

city, for their juftice, candour, and police behaviour.

The pakce belonging to the republic is a large

building, but contains nothing curious, except the

arfenal, where arms fufficient for twenty thoufand

men are always ready for any emergency.

„,' >^. 4 M.K.. The
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The bifhop of Lucca is intitled to the pallium and
crols, like archbilhops, his fee being under the imme-
diate jurifdidtion of the pope.

Over the grand portal of St. Pictro Maggiore's

church is an infcription, fignifying, that, in the year

1688, a gamefler had his arm immediately broke, on
having thrown dice at the image of the virgin. But
this miracle muft not be confounded with another

commemorated by a monument in St. Auguftine's

church i whereby we are informed, that fome years

ngo a ftatue of the Virgin, having her infant fon in

her arms, was placed in a niche of the wall on the

outfide of the church -, and that a gamefter, being un-

fortunate at play, threw a ftone with fuch force at the

image, that the infant would doubtlcfs have been da-

maged, had not the virgin miraculoufly removed it

from her right to her left arm, where it ftill conti-

nues : that, on the ftone's ftriking the image, blood

liowed from the wound, and the earth opened and

fwallowed up the criminal. The ftatue was foon af-

ter removed into the church, and the miracles com-
memorated by feveral infcriptions. They alfo fhew

the ftone, and the opening in the earth, which, ac-
^

cording to the vulgar, terminates in hell. This

aperture has an iron cover, fattened with two iron

bolts ; but it is too fmall to admit of any, except, a

very fmall perlbn.

Piftoja is fituated twenty Italian miles from Lucca,

and the road, during the firft five, is through a moft -

delightful plain J but the remainder, till within a •

few miles of Piftoja, is through a mountainous coun-

try: but the profpeds are very agreeable, the moun-
tains being cultivated to their fummits, and adorned

with parterres one above another. The parts of tlic

road which lead over the mountains cannot be com-
mended, but the other are good, and many of them \

paved. The plain country in the neighbourhood ot

Lucca cannot be exceeded ; and even that of the Mi-

lanefe is inferior to it.

E e 3
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Piftoja was famous among the ancients for tne dc*

feat of Catiline ; and, among the moderns, the facr

tionsofthe Guelphs and Gibellines, rendered itremark-
able : but it is now fo greatly reduced, that the whole

town, which is very fpacious, does not contain above

five thoufand inhabitants. The country is very fruit-

ful, and provifions remarkably cheap, which, in all

probability, were the principal motives that induced

near forty noble families to refide in this city.

The tine new church of St. Profpero w^ fomc
years fince prcfented by cardinal Fabroni to the far-

thers of the oratory, together with a library, and'^other

confiderable benefadlions. The library is open ^very

day, and contains, exclufive of the manufcripts, four-

teen thoufand volumes. This donation was made in

the year 1726; and the pope, in order to render it

more extenfive, granted a permiflion to the fathers of

adding prohibited books, provided they fecure them
from being read by all, except fuch as have obtained

a licence from the fee ofRome for that purpofe.

The diftance between Piftoja and Florence is

twenty-one Italian miles. Pope Leo X. of the houfe

of Medicis, laid the foundation of a palace at Porgr

gio a Cajano, feven miles and a halt from Florence.

The beautiful profpedb of the neighbouring mountains

was the principal inducement for his making choice

of this place •, but he did not live to finifh the build-

ing, that tailc being performed by Francis the grand

duke.
' In this country grow a kind of large reeds or canes,

which they ufe inftead of poles in the vineyard^. The
horned cattle are all totally white.

Between Piftoja and Florence the road is very plea-

sant, but, the country being deftitute both of villas

and plantaftions, which are chiefly in the neighbour-

IioOd of Florence, the profpefls arc not fo beautiful

as in feveral other parts.

Florence, with regard to curiofities worthy the

attention of a judicious travjeller, exceeds pvery oth^r

city
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city in Italy, Rome only excepted •, fo that Oflavius

Fcrrarienfis has not improperly called it lialiam, ipftus

Italia^ " the Italy of Italy itfelf." But we fliall not

be furprifed, that Florence contains fuch an invalu-

able colledbion of .the mod beautiful pieces of every

kind in the fine arts, if we ^confider, that the family

of Medicis have, for above two centuries, applied

themfelves to the improvement of the fciences and
arts J in which they have expended inci edible fums.

The literati, who too often imitate courtiers in flat-

tery, blinded by their zeal for fuch noble actions, feem
to forget the enormous blemifhes which difgrace the

adions of feveral princes of this illuftrious family > or

perhaps they are defirous of hiding thefe defeats be-

neath the veil of oblivion.

Foreign princes, who make the toxir of Italy, find

fome difficulty in being admitted to the ducal family.

A prince incognito is not denied a vifit , but the Ita-

lians are for ftipulating what they ftile a mezzo-cere^

moniale^ and are very aitful in ejfplaining every thing

to their own advantage.

11 PalazzoVecdiio w*s formerly the palace in whicK
the grand duke refided. In this palace, which fronts

a large fquare, called la Piazz^ d^ Gran-Duca, is that

curiofity termed the aerial tower. It projefts out of
the building, and the diameter of it is larger in one
part than that of rhe bafe, but foon acquires a proper

proportion. The top of it is fupportcd with four pil -

lars ; but I could never obtain any certain informar

tion whether it owed its name to the firft or fccpqd of

thefe circumftances.

The duke's wardrobe is in the Palazzo Vecchio,

together with the famous Florentine pandeds, and
the manufcript gpfpcl of St. John \ byt you cannoj:

procure admittance without a particular licence from
the rnafter of the wardrobe, in the fame palace ar?

alfo twelve large clofets, containing a prodigious

quantity of plate, great part of it finely chafed -, and,

among the reft, four bed-poft« of filver that belonged
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to the ftate-bed of Cofmo III. Abundance alfo qf
Turkifh arms and bridle^, finely ornamented with

jewels, are depofited here, together with the crowq
with which pope Pius V. crownpd the firft greac

duke of Florence, Colrtio I. It is of gold, and richly

adorned with jewels. Bpt the moft valuable pieqe iq

this wardrobe is a Palliptto, or altar-clotli, given, as.

we are informed by an jnfcription over it, in letters

formed with rubies, by Cofmo II. in conlequence of

a vow. it is covered vvit}i pearls, ritbies, and other

precious ftones ; among which are two gems, called

aqua-marina^ of the fizp of a large waj^ut, iaid to b^

pf immenfe value. The arms of Auftria and Flo-

rence are cj^uartered oii each fide. Cofmo II. is repre^

iented ih emboffed work of gems and enamel, in the

piiddle of the Palliotto, on his knees, before an altar

or table, on which is a crown covered with diamonds
^

his rohe is richly dec,ora|;ed with g^is ojf the fame
kind.

' -
• *;, '\

/..The Piijjde^U Florenfina aj^e contained in two fo-

lio volumes, bound in crimfon velvet ; but now,

efjpecially on the backs, greatly worn. Mofes, on
the aupfi4e of one of the volumes, with the two tables

of the law in his hands, is painted in enamel \ the

writing on one of the tables is defaced, but that on

the other, legible. On the other volume the arms of
Florence, namely, a red crofs, is alio painted in ena-

mel j but pow gready injured. The word libertas^ at

prefent the motto of Lucca, is placed over the arms.

.The vellum on which thcfe books are written, is al-

mofl. as thin as filk paper; but, to preferve the leaves

from any injury, a piece of green taftety is placed

]between each.

;* Here are the original decrees of the council of

plorence, held in 1439, ^^^ whiJi were oppcfed to

thoie of the council of Bafil, by pope Eugene IV.

1 tey ajre written on a l^rge (kin of parchment, and

figncd by the bifliops and cardinals of the Latin

chvuch, and by tl^ emperor and bifliops of the Greek
church.

# a 4
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church. Befide thefe, here are /^^a ConeiHi Floren-

)ini, and two Greek manufcripts of the gofpels ; ond

pf which, containing the four cvangeHfts, is written

on vellum, and bound in filver covers, adorned with

pearls. The other contains only St. John's gofpel,

and is faid to be an original performance of that evan-

gelift hirpfelf , but what proof they have for this

aflertion I cannot fay. It is in fol'o, written on vel-

lum, in large and legible letters of gold, but' full of

abbreviations, and has two fine jljuminations adapteci

to the hiftory of the gofpel.

In the fquare before the Palazzo Vecchio is z iarg?

and elegant fountain, erefted by Cofmo I. after the

defign of Ammanati. It is decorated with Cupids;

(hells, cornucopias, and Tritons, and four other fei

^iivinities, in brafs, larger than life. In the center is

a ftatue of Neptune, ten ells high, in a ihell reft-ni-

bling a triumphal car, and drawn by four horfes, two
pf brafs, and two of white marble. In this fquare is

alfo «.'. ^ Fabrica degli Uffici, erected by Cofmo I.

after ; gn of Giorgio Vafiri. The ground-floor

pf thib ''-v*<^ure is appropriated to the city magi-

ilrates, who there live together, for the more fpeedy

fiifpatch of bufmefs, and the better maintenance of

the public tranquillity. Artifts occupy the fecond

ilory, and make here curious pieces for the duke's

wardrobe and gallery. But among all the perform-

ances executed here, that ftiled Florentine work is

the moft elegant-, fparks pf precious (tones and par-

ticles of elegant marble, are fo difpofed as to reprcfent

the objects of nature in a very beautiful and furprif-

ing manner ; but works of this kind require a pro-

digious time to compleat them. A flower piece*

lately finidied, about a foot and a half in length, and

half a foot in breadth, employed the artijfl above

eighteen months. And a piece of emboffed Jyork,

about the fize of a common (heetof paper, reprcfent-

ing the adoration of the Eaftern magi, and a group of

angels in the air, has already been forty years in hand,

and

-x
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and xindcr the direction of fcvcral mafters. They ufe

only precious flones in thefe works, whereas they cm-
ploy vitreous oompofitions in other kinds of mofaics,

and even thefe arc highly valued at Rome. They make
alfo here thofc fmall ebony cafes, which are fet with

precious ftones, and represent birds, flowers, and the

like, in baffb-relievo. In thefe cafes the great duke
iends perfumes and efleoces, as prefents to foreign

priocjcs.

The third or upper (lory of the Fabrica degli

Uffici is divided into feveral mufeums, or apartments

for curiofities. Here in particular is the duke's gal-

kry, which would alone require a folio volume to

defcribe it fully. The ceiling of the gallery is cover-

ed with paintings, reprefenting the revival of the arts

and fciences, with other hiftorical pieces, in which are

introduced the moft eminent perfons of Florence.

The walls on each fide are desecrated with the por-

traits of the moft iUuftriious members of the houfe of

Medicis ; and over thefe, on the entablature on one

fide, are fmall portraits of generals, minifters of ftate,

and princes ; and, oppofite, the bufts of perfons ce-

lebrated for their learning. Groups of ftatues, bufts,

and figures, are placed on both fides of the middle

part of the gallery, and cannot fail of highly pleafing

the lovers of fculpture and antiquity, as all of them
a^-e originals. I'he paffage from the gallery leads

into feveral mufeums, filled with curiofities that me-
rit attention. The firft contains above a hundred and
twenty portraits of the moft famous painters, and

chiefly executed by tkemfclves. They are in gilt

frames, and the names of each perfon over his re-

fpedlive picture. '

In the next cabinet are depofited a great number
of large and rich porcelain vafes, and other pieces of

that kind. There are alfo fome veffels of a curious

fpecies of Egyptian clay, of a grcenifh colour, called

Babbagauro, arid two urns of Pucaro del Cile, a very

(Jear fort of earth, brought fropi Mexico. They alfo

iin-vv
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re-

jQie>v here a large table, beautifully adorned with

Florentine work, reprefentjng birds, flowers, fruits^

^c. This curious piece of work has employed 25
jirtifts 14 years.

\ In a cabinet, on the other fide of the gallery^ is a

very valuable pillar, formed out of a fingle piece of
oriental alabaiter, four ells in length, and almoft

traniparentt (lere is alfo a fmall chimera in bronze ;

it is an antique, and refembles the large one in the

gallery, except that the tail is perfed in the latter,

which is wanting in the former. Here are alfo great

numbers of antique lamps, idols, a fiftrum, a tripod,

a mural crown of brafs, portraits in needle-work, an
image of D^te, the famous poet ; a large painting

on lapis lazuli, a buft of cardinal Benbow, executed in

mofaic-, and alfofom? inlaid works of precious llones,

J>ut vaftly inferior to that fiow performed at Florence.

Jn the middle of the chamber hangs a large branch,

wholly compofed of amber, and was prefented to the

grand duke by one of the electors or Brandenburg

;

^nd has the heads of feveral princes and princefles of
that auguft houfe finely chafed upon it.

In a contiguous apartment is a beautiful table, on
which the harbour of Leghorn is finely reprcfented

in gems ; the ground is lapis lazuli, which reprefents

the iea ; and a bordei* of agate is carried round the

whole work, which is above a hundred years old, but

charmingly executed. There are, befide this table,

feveral other antique performances, both in marb|e

and precious (tones*, particularly a very capacious vafe,

formed out of ope (ingle piece of oriental alabafter;

a large crucifix on a pedeftal oipietra paragoHMy or

touch-ftone. The profs is of agate, and the image,

excepting the arms, which are inferted, formed put

of a (ingle piece of ivory. A great number of pieces

pf turned ivory are depofited in a particular cabinet;

fome of them valuable for the curioufnefs of the

yrorkman(hip, aiid others for being the performances

pi perfons 01 rank: among the latter are a round bojf,

. turned
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turned by the Czar Peter the Great ; a pair of can-r

•dleftics, by prince Theodore of Bavaria ; and, among
the former, a large globe, with near a hundred
others of fmal) dimepfions, turned within it ; and a

•Curtiiis on horfeback leaping into the gulph, in the

Jloman forun), which laft is fhc fiDcft piece in the

ivhole collc£kioh.

• They have alfo here a prodigious coileftion of

•pieces in amber, mpft of which nave contra<5led, by

time, a red colour ; a circumftance common to ajl

Jcinds of amber, cfpecially whpn it has been fteepcd

•m rape or linfecd oil, I wiU not pretend to fay, that

'borling of amber in the above oils wijl reftorc its

^cdfour ; but I ^c[\ know, that, if it be boiled in ci-

*thcr of them for twenty-four hours, jt will lofe all its

•dulnefs, and appear as tranfparent ^s tche clearcft

^afs. I am indebted for this difcovery to that ingCr

hious optician Chriftian Portfchinen, of Kpnigfberg,

-who makes arafbcr fpeftacles, Jt (hould however be

.
remembercd,^ that this boiling greatly leffens its elcc^

trical virtue. In another cabinet is a great variety of

curipfuies. in eboij^,' truly admirable for their wprk-

manlhip, and the rather, as this fpecies of wood is

very difficult to carve in any curiops manner in En-.

-^ 'Cujaramo Julio Ziimmo, an ecclefiaftic of Sicily,

•'has adorned tlte, next chamber with the anatomy of a

human head, and the gradual putrefadion of the

'body, in wax. On one fide of thefe pieces fits Time
•with an old torn folio at his feet, and over them hangs

•the pifture of the artift in miniature. The gradual

putrefa(5tion is (hewn by fevcral figures ; the firft is an

•inflated corpfe, and contiguous to it another of a fal-

low hue; the third figure is that of a child, whofe

^body, being difleminated with blue and yellow fpots,

•indicates the near approach of corruption. Contigii-

'pus to this is a figiire covered with fuppurating ulcers,

^full of worms. The remaining figures exhibit an in-

•c^eafino; feries of ravac;es made by the worms, and
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tke gradual progrefs of cprruption, till at la(l the

body is reduced to a bare (keleton. Notwithftanding

tlie fhock which figures of this kind muft give a per-

fon, who cannot think on his own diflblution without

horror; the various ftages of putrefaftion arc fo natu-

ral and delicately exhibited, that they cannot be
viewed without pleafure. The various ftages and ef-

fects of the plague are exhibited in the fame majiner

by this curious artift.

' In an adjacent chamber you fee a large collefiion

of mathematical indruments, burning, mirrours, and
various machines for explaining the celeftial pheno-
mena, according to the fyftems of Ptolemy, Coper-

nicus, and Tycho Brahe-, together with a pair of

globes above eight feet in diameter, a magnet of a
foot long, near three inches thick, and fix broad,

and (aid to lift forty pounds. Among other optical

curiofities, are feveral heads,, trophies of ftandards,

(^olours, fpears, &c. painted on a table, but, being

viewed through a glafs tube, exhibit the pidure ofthe
prcfent duke's grandfather. On the wall arc all the

territories belonging to the great duke. ,

'/'

I Ihall not dwell any longer on the pidures, de-

ligns, pieces of fculpture, &c. which'are not always iiv

the order here defcribedj being often transferred from
one cabinet to another; but to proceed to that cele-

brated chamber, called la Tribuna^ or rOftogonc^

from its oftangular figure. The diameter of .this

room is twenty feet,, and has a cupola incru£l;ated

with a fpecies of mothei*-of-pcarl ; oi» the fuperficie^;

of which is delineated a kind of compafs, on which
the direction of the wind is Ihewn by an indei. In
the center of this chamber are fix marble ftatues, and,

among the reft, that famous one called the Venus dc
Medicis. All judges of fculpture have conftantly

agreed that this ftatue is the moft beautiful piece of
j

fculpture in the world. It was formerly placed in the-

palace of Medicis, on mount Pincio, at Rome ; Iwt-.,

by order of Cofmo III. removed to Florence. Thole
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who were intruded with the caxfe of packing theffe

ibtues, were fo negligent in their duty, that the
thighs, legs, and arms of the Venus de Medicis weref

broken offby the way ; but they have been ^gain re-

placed, and joined with fo much art, that a very Cri-'

tical infpeAjon is requifite to difcover the lead traces

of that misfortune. An infcription on the pedeftal

informs us, that Cleomenes, an Athenian, ion of
ApoUodorus, was the author of this celebrated pieces

and it is furpri(ing that this fhould be the only in-

ftance in which we find the name of fo confummate
i mafter, The pedeftal is three feet high, and the
work of a modern. Some connoiiTeurs, from the

ftatuc's leaning a little forward, have imagined, thac

it was intended to be placed on fome elevation.

Their inference is, however, uncertain-, and, pro*

bably, the artift intended, by this attitude, to expref^t

the modefty with which Venus endeavours to hide,

and, as it were, withdraw herfelf from the eyes of the

fpcftator. The right knee advances a little forward,

tiie left hand is placed before the pudenda^ and the

right acrofs her breafts, but neither touch the body.

This ftatue is, to appearance at lead, lefs than the

]|fe, which is another objection againft its being in^

tended to be placed on an elevated fituation. The
head is placed in a pofition a little inclining to the left

Ihoulder ; and, in the charms of her countenance, the

bloom of youth, innocence, beauty, and modefty,

fecm to contend with each other. She is reprefented

as neither corpulent nor lean, and the Befh is fo ad-^

itiirably executed, as to induce the beholder to think

it is really foft, and would yield to the touch. The
polilh of the marble has, indeed, in this particular,

greatly aflifted the (kill of the artift ; it was at firft of

a pure white, but has, by time, contracted a yellowilh

tindt i which has not yet, however, much impaired

its bcautyj the marble appearing almoft tranfparent

in the rays of the fun. The hair is at preferit browrt,

poffibly fr.om the remagis of the gilding, often ufed

by
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by the ancients. The attitude in which the Venus
de Medicis appears, has been given to other antique

ilatues, and even to an image of that goddefe on a
medal of Fauftina : but it fhould net be inferred from
^nce that the pofture was borrowed from this flatue

as an original, and even in thefe ages efteemed a
mailer-piece of fculpture; for it feems more natural

to think that this was the common attitude in which
Venus was reprefented.

Though the Venus g( Medicis has been the admi-
ration 01 all ages, and reforted to by the moil curious

perfons, yet it has not totally efcaped cenfure. The
head is by moll connoifleurs confidcred as too fmall in

proportion to the reft of the body, particularly the

nips i fome cenfure the nofe as too large } and pofn>

bly the furrow along the vertebrae of the back is

fomething too deep *, efpecially as the objed repre-

fcnts a ibff plump female^ and both the bend of the

arms, and inclination of the body, jointly confpire to

lefTen the depth of this furrow, if not totally to obli-

terate it. The fingers are remarkably long, and all„

except the little finger of ths left hand, deftitute of.

joints •, but this fhould not aftefb the reputation of
the artift, as it is fufficiently evident, that the hand*

had not received his laft touches. The fame obfer-

vation might be extended to the dolphin, on which

ibme boys are riding, at the fide of the ftatue -, were

we not convinced that it was the common praftice of
the ancients to execute the capital parts in the molt
mafterly manner, but not to beftow any great atten-

tion on the concomitant ornaments. I Ihall conclude

this ftiort criticifm on the celebrated Venus of Me-
dicis, with the following obfervation made by fome
able connoifleurs, namely, that, if the different parts

of this famous ftatue be examined feparately, as the

head, nofe, &c. and compared with the like parts of

others, it would not be impoflible to find fimilar pares

ec|ual, if not fuperior to them ; but, if the delicacy

Qi the fhape, the attitude, and fymm^tr/ of the

whok
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whole, be confidered as one aflemblage of beauties, \i

cannot be paralleled in the whole world* This beau-*

tiful ftatue is placed between two others of the fame
goddefs, both which would be adniired by fpeftators

in any other place j but here all their beauties arc

eclipfed by thofe of the Venus de Medicis.

On the left fide of the entrance, is a piece of mo-
faic work, reprefenting an owl furrounded with many
other birds. It is compofed of feveral thoufands of
precious ftoncs, and at the bottom the artift's name^
Marcellus Provenzalis a Cento F. 1615. There are

alfo in the Tribuna feveral pieces of the modern Flo-

rentine work, performed by Pietre Commefle ; and^

among the reft, a pearl-fiftiery, on a ground of lapis

lazuli, is truly admirable. Here is alfo an odanguJar
table, confifting entirely of agate, chalcedony, lapis

lazuli, topaz, rubies, and other oriental gems, repre-

fenting birds, fruits, leaves, and flowers ; valued at a

hundred thoufand fcudi (about 21,250 pounds fterl-

ing) thirty perfons have been employed above fifteen

years on this fingle piece.

They have removed the famous diamond from the

Tribuna to the duke's private cabinet, but a piece of

yellowifh glafs exa(^ly of the fame dimenfions is depo-

fited in its room. Tavernier tells us that the original

weighs an hundred and forty carats and a half, and

was the largeft in Europe, before Mn Pitt brought

his diam.ond from the Eaft Indies. The Florentine

diamond is of a yellowilh water, and is faid to have
been purchafed by the grand duke, of a jcfuit, for

feventv-five thoufand fcudi (about 18,7501. fterHngO

The rather had, however, no reafon to complain of

his profit, haying bought it for a fingle paolo (about

7 d. fterling) on the Piazza di Navona, it being there

offered as a piece of cryftal.

Several large bafons of rock cryftal, and vafes of It-

pis lazuli, agate, cornelian, jafper, &c. fomcof thtem

let in gold, and adorned- with jewelsi of imnrienfe va-

. . . lue.

>
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jue, are alfo depdfited in a particular dofet of th«

Tribuna.

They alfo fhew here ai moft fuperb ftudiola or ca-

binet, decorated wit;h fourteen elegant pillars, the

fhafts being of lapis lazuli, and the pededals and ca-

pitals of foUd gold, adornedi with pearls and turquoife

ilones. Between the pillars s^e baflb-relievos in gold,

and the heads of the nails, fuppofed to faften the fe-

veral pieces of the cabinet together, are topazes,

emeralds, lapphires, rubies, Cryfolites, pearls, and
other gems. In the center of the top of this curious

piece is a pearl, nearly as large £^ a walnut, and pof-

libly not inferior to any thing of the kind in FAirope,

But the aqua marina exceeds the pearl in magnitude.

It has alfo a topaz^ large enough to make a fnuff-box

i)f the middling fize, and a granate about the fame
inagnitude with the pearl. The pieces depofited in

this grana cabinet are of a proportional value, confift-

ing principally of intag^os and cammei, or gems cut

in relievo •, but the infide of it is never fhewn, but

by the grand duke*s permiffion, as the fmallnefs of
the pieces render them very fubjedt to be loft. They
are equally ftridt with regard to the medals placed irt

ten nefts of drawers in the fides of the Tribuna. Se-

ven of thefe are filled with ancient, and the other

three with modern medals.

.

But to give fome idea of the gems, &c. The an-

tique intagHos reprefenting the heads of emperors and
cmprefles amount to eighty. The antique heads of

kings and heroes amount to twenty-two. Befide thefe,

there are about fourteen intaglios reprefenting perfons

malked, twenty-eight philofophers and poets, and
hear a hundred heathen deities en creuxj alt antique

pieces; After the gems of heathen gods, follow

luythological, hiftorical, and other intaglios, about a

thoufand in number.
Here are likewife great numbers of modern inta-

glios fft in rings, and only twenty-eight antique

pieces. Among the latter is an annultts memori^ or

VoL. IV. F f mourning"
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mourning ring, that merits obfervation. In the lad

place arc the l)a(^o-rclicvos, on precious ftones ; but
here modern iirtifts, when compared with the ancients,

appear to great dtfadvan-tage. The number of mo-
dern pieces is only a hundred and twenty -, whereas

that of the ancients amounts to five hundred. All thefe

gems, the whole iium'bcr of which amounts to three

tlwufand, arc kept {"n the fuperb cabinet already de-

fcribed; and which, together with its contents, is

valued at fix hundred thoufand fcudi, about 127,0001.-

fterling.

With regard to the number of old coins, they

reckoii, at prefcnr, three hundred and twelve medal-

lions, among whicli are forty five cf filver. Thofe
who are delirous of attaining a thorouo;h knowlep;e of

a':l the curidities depofitcd here m-u(t often repeat

their vifits. There is no difficulty of gaining admit-

tance into the large gallery of llatucs, a fmall gratuity

to the poYter being all that is required. ]

f* The armorm fecreta^ or private armoury, belonging

to the sresr duke, into which one goes from the large

gallery, mull by no means be omitted. Here are

Ciepo fired the armours of the princes of the houfe of

^ledicis, who, for military exploits, did not, how-

ever, make a very extraordinary figure in hiftory, if

we except Lorenzo de Mcdicis, and prince Matthias,

brother to the great duke Ferdinand II. who gained

great experience during a tliirty years war, and perpe-

tuated his memory by a Itandard taken from the duke
of Weymar. .^

* Befide thefe, here are feveral pieces of Pcrfian and

Turkifh armour, together with bridles, a quiver, and

a mafk that had belonged to a Turkifli fultana, found

in a (liip taken by the galleys of Florence. The mafic

is inrirely plain, but the quiver is adorned with fmall

•chryfolites and tuiquoifelloncs. A fuit of old Roman
armour is alfo depofitcd here •, a fword cf Charle-

magne i two piftols, together v. ith a fvvcrd and fiil-

letto in the fame fcabbard; a terzetto orpif!.oler, wkh
a gold barrel, being a prefcnt from the emperor i eo-

^. - pold
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pbid to Cofino HI. a long fufee, with a gold barrrl,

weighing nineteen pounds ; a piece confifting of four
piftolsjoined together, which may be concealed in one's

hat, invented by Antonio de Medicis j feveral fmall

models of all kinds of cannon-, two Turkifli horfe-

taits ; a faddle that belonged to king John Sobieflci

;

a bridle of prince Radzivil, kt with turquoifes ; an

iron calket, which the keeper of the armoury pre-

tends was Hannibal's helmet, from its being found in

the Thrafimene lake, and the work, with the charac-

ters on it, being Arabic ; fome fhields faid to have

been painted by Raphael Urbino ; another reprcfent-

ing the ftorming of a city, by Julio Komano; and
another, upon which a Mcdufa's head is painted, by
Leonardo da Vinci-, the drefs of a Weft India i king,

compofed of red feathers -, a thong, cut out of a

fingle bUiValo's hide, two hundred and ten rlls in

length, with other things of the like nature. On tlie

wall of one of the chambers hangs a grey horfc's

mane of an unufual fize, prcfented by Charles, duk
of Lorrain, to the great duke, Cofmo III. Some ib /

it was twenty feet, and others, fourteen ells long

:

but I cannot help thinking that both exceed the truth j

for I took the liberty of pulling out feveral hairs, but

none exceeded an ell in length.

A few years ago lord G e drove a fet of grey

horfes at London, the manes ofwhich almoft reached

the ground. About this time the Englifh govern-

ment, apprehenlive of a rebellion^ thought it advifc-

able for the public fafety to deprive uH Roman
Catholics of their horfes, as is ufual on fucti occafions.

Upon which lord G e abjured the popilli reli-

gion, but could not efcape the feverc raillery of his

friends, as this change feemed rarh j from the love

he bore to his horics, than from any real convidion of

error. The queen, feme time after, rallying him
upon that account, atked him, why he had not pre-

vailed on his lady to follow his example ? To v/liom

lord G e made this blunt rctu:n : " As for

f a /
*• women.
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•* women, madam, it is no matter what religion tliey

« are of."

The great duke ufually refides in the Palezzo de
Pitti, fo called from the family of that name, who
formerly owned it. Its front, from the ruftic work,
and rough unhewn ftcnes of which it is compofed,

' makes no very ftriking appearance; but toward the

court and the gardens the architedlure is pretty ele-

gant. A great defed in the court is its extream

fmallnefs in proportion to the length and height of

the edifice. On the right hand, as one enters this

palace, lies a large magnet, which, according to

Spon, lifts five thoufand pounds ; but, fince that,

. its virtue has been fomething impaired by fire. Some
of the Swifs guards here, upon feeing any travellers

approach, run immediately to rub their halberts on the

loadftone, and then hold thefe out with a bunch of

keys hanging at them magnetically. Their view in

this is to get a little money, but that both here and

at the Palazzo Vecchio they fliould beg, and, with-

out the leaft fliame, keep importuning ftrangers for

a few pence, feems not at all confiftent with the dig-

nity and magnificence of their mafter.

In a grotto belonging to the court-yard of the

Palazzo t^etti (lands a porphyry ftatue of Mofes, big-

ger than the life; and not a great way from it, in a

corner, to the left hand, is a baflb-relievo, reprefent-

ing a mule which had been ferviceable in carrying, on

a fledge, all the materials employed in building this

edifice. Pliny, in his Natural Hiftory, lib. viii. c. 44.

informs us, that the Athenians ordered ami;le, whicii

had been very ufefulto them in the building of the tem-

ple, fliould be maintained all the reft of its life at the

public expence, and it is laid to have lived 80 years.

From the chambers of the upper ftory and the

Manfarde or garrets with flatted roofs, there is a

charming profped all over the city ; the palace ftand-

ing on a miall eminence, which on the lidc next the

gardens is fo confidcrablc, that parterres have been

... . , railed
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raifed in lines parallel to the fecond and third ilories*

The great duke's library is but in an indifferent or-

der, though it abounds with books; and its late

librarian, the celebrated Antonio Magliabecchi, who
died on the 4th of July 1714, did it a great deal of
honour.

The jefuits and he mutually hated each other ; and,

in particular, he was much difgufted at the charader

they gave of him, Eft do£ior inter bibliotbecarios^ fed

bibliothecarius inter dohores. " He is learned among
librarians, but a mere librarian among the learned."

His own library was no better than a hog's-ftye, the

books lying moftly on the ground, and in confufed

heaps i but by the help of an extraordinary memory,
he could readily find out the volumes that treated on
any fubjed ftarted in converfation. The books he

often read in were very much daubed with fnuff,

which he took to excefs. Eggs being his principal

food, fuch books as ferved him inftead of a table

were fmcared all over with the yolks. By the length

of his nails, which he never cut, he might have be-

come a very good harper. He never changed his

linen, fo that he kept a fhirt on as long as it would
hang together; and from his living in this beaftly

manner, and feldom wafhing himfelri it is not at all

lurprifing, that fuch an offcnfive ftcnch was emitted

from him as muft difguft moft people. Were we to

make out a catalogue of learned men who lived in a

fordid flovenly manner, Magliabecchi would undoubt-

edly be intitled to the firft place ; but in his train

would appear many illuftrious names belonging to the

republic of letters. The mufes of Parnafilis cannot

be ladies of a very delicate tafte to be fo familiar with

fuch forbidding creatures!

From the Palazzo de Pitti, the great duke can

come through a covered paflagc to the gallery of cu-

.

riofities and the Pa' 7zo Vecchio ; in the laft of which,

through little private windows, he can hear and fee

^hat pafles in the feveral courts of juftice, without

ir3ur ^ ^ i being
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being obferved by any one. The aforefaid paflage i$ .

fix hundred paces long, fix in breadth, and eight in

height. On its walls are large pidurcs, reprefcnting

the tranfaftions of the emperor Charles V. Pkjlip IK .

king of Spain, Henry IV. king of France, and the

great duke Ferdinand II. It is pity this gallery is

not in a ftraight line, for by forming feveral turnings

^nd angles its beauty is greatly impaired.

On one fide of the garden is the duke*s menagerie,

where are fome ollriches, pelicans, Chinefe geefe, .

phcafants, parrots, Egyptian hens, and Corfican deer,

very fmali-fized •, here alfo is kept a kind of outlandilh

crane, called Kurki, which hops or dances, as it i

were, to a certain tune. The lions, tygers, panthers,

bufFalos, lynxes, bears, and the like wild beaf]^, arc.

,

kept in another part of the city, not far from St. .

Mark's-fquare, in a particular building, called Seraglio •

de Lioni. Each beaft has before its den a long open'

piece of ground to walk and air itfelf in. Some years;

ago a tygrefs whelped here, but fhe eat up her young,

'

as foon as fhe had brought them forth. The inclofure »

for hunting thefe wild beads is extremely well con- i

trived ; and, after this Tport is over, in order to drive

the beads to their dens, they ufe a particular method, i

namely, a hollow machine reprelenting a dragon,

.

contain'ng feveral perfons with lighted torches, the

fire of which blazing through its open jaws" and eyes,

ftrikes fuch a terror into the wild beads, that they^

quiver every liinb, and are glad to run to any place t

oflhelccr. »

Near the Seraglio de Lioni is the duke's phyfic gar-» •'

den, or Giardino de Semplici, on which Cofmo I. ?

expcnckd large fums : and from this garden's hav-

ing the moft curious and rare plants growing in t

it, the Academjcia di Botanica, inftitured at Florence,

hold their ufual meetings here. Adjoining to this

garden are the ftabks for the manege or riding-lchool

of the ducal family, the career is feventy-three com-i
mon paces in length, and here is {hewn a horfe who^

•-. ^ w ' - goes
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goes it over in five leaps. The riding with lances is

pradifed by learners againfl: a moveable wooden fta-

tue, which, if the lance properly hit the fhield in the

center, (lands ftill -, but, if the thrti^l be wrong maJe,

the image whirls round, and with its arm gives the

rid.r a lound box on the ear.

Without the city the great duke his "wo fine feats,

called Poggio, or Villa Imperiale, and Fratolino : the

former ftands only an Italian mile from the city ; and
on this fide the Porta Romana is a charming avenue

leading to it. Before the villa is a Ipaciour, amphi-
theatre with cyprcfs-hedges and a itone baluRradc : at

its entrance, on one fide, you fee a large marble llatue

of Adas with the globe on his flioulder, and, on the

other, Jupiter, of the like materials and fize, with a

thunderbolt in his hand. The outfide of the buikling

has no ilriking appearance, but, within, the apart-

ments are commodious.
The Jiumber of churches in Florence is reckoned to

be above a hundred and fifty, befide feventy eight

convents and twenty-two hofpitals. In fiich a muki-
tude of religious buildings, efpecially in a country

like this, many of them mud, on account of the va-

rious curiofities they contain, delerve the notice of a

curious traveller.

Among the relics in the cathedral is fliewn one of

the nails with which Chriil was faftened to the crofs •,

a piece 'of the crols itfcif-, a thorn from our Saviour's

crown i and a thumb of John the Baptift, v/ith fome

of his aflies; a piece of Sc. Andrew's arm, of Anron's

rod, and Mofcs's Itaff; notwirhfi:anding tiie canons of

the church of St. John Latcran at Rome maintain

that they have the laft iniire

To give a particular accountr;f every cliapcl, tl^.ough

noiie of them aredcfiritute of iine paintings and fcuip-

ture, would be endk-I';. The marquis de Feroni's

chape! is particularly remarkable for its ftatues-, and

the Pazzi chapel, at prefent called Bandinelli's, lor

marble fculptiires of tluu artillj particularly a group

F f 4 rep re-



440 KEYSLER's TRAVELS.
jTcprefenting the dead body of Chrift, fupportcd hy
iGod the Father.

Jn St. Laurence church, on the left wall, near the

main entrance, is a marble monument, decorated with

jbeautiful bronze foliage, by Andrea Verfochio, for

Peter and John de Medicis, fons to the great duke
Cofmo. l^he former died in the Spanifh fcrvice, but

the latter was honoured with a cardinal's hat, though
he died in the nineteenth year of his age. The cir-

cumftances of his death gave the greateft affliction to

his whole family. He was, it feems, one day hunt-

ing with his brother Garfias, and happened to have

fomc difference with him ; upon which, Garfias,

being of a malicious difpofition, watched an oppor-

tunity of meeting his cldeft brother, and ftabbed

him with a dagger. Garfias, after committing the

fadt, returned to his companions without (hewing the

Icall difcompofure in his countenance or behaviour.

But, prince John's horfe Returning without his rider,

the company was alarmed, and by following the track

found the dead body lying on the ground. When
this unfortui>dte news firft reached the cars of Cofmo,
he ordered that the affair (hould be kept fecret, and
reported that his fon died fuddenly of an apoplexy, as

he was hunting. In the mean time he caufed the

body to be carried into an apartment of the palace,

and immediately fent for Garfias, from whofe malig-

nant and depraved temper he fufpeded the true caufe

of this unhappy affair. Garfias, at firft, boldly de-

nied the charge, and even with fome mixture of re-

fentment ; but, on his being fhewn the body of his

murdered brother, which immediately began to bleed

fifrefh, he confeffed the fadb, at the fame time throw-

ing himfelf at his father's feet. Cofmo, after admo-
hi(hing his fon to call upon the Almighty for mercy,
added, *' You ought to think it the greateft happi-

V nels to lofe that life, of which you are now unwor-
*' thy, by the hand of him from whom you at firft re-

•' ceived it." After uttering thefe words, he took, from
" '

Garfias'^

as
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/Carfias's fide^the dagger which had been the fatal in-

firument of his unnatural revenge, and plunged it

into the heart of his fon, who immediately funic down
on the dead body of his brother, and expired. This

event happened in the year 1562, Garfia;s being only

fifteen years of a^e. Very few perfons were privy to

the whole affair, it being given out that the two bro-

j(:hers died of an infectious diftemper which then raged

in Florence. And, the better to conceal this melan-

choly tranfaftion, they were both honoured with a

pompous funeral, and Garfias had a public oration

fpokcn in honour of him •, but whether his remains

are interred in the fame grave with thofe of his bro-

ther, I never could learn with certainty. The tragical

(Cnd of thefc princes fo affefted the duchefsElcanora,

their mother, a lady of excellent fenfe, that in a few
.days after flie expired. Cpfmo had at that time three

other fons living.

behind the high altar and choir of St. Lorenzo'?

phurch, is the entrance into a new chapel, defigned

as a burying-place for the great dukes or Tufcany, the

foundation of which was laid in the year 1 604. At
firft, three hundred peribns were conflantly employed,
but afterward the number was reduced to fixty ; not-

withftanding which, eighteen thoufand fcudi of 4550I.
fterling are annually expended in this work. It is not

yet more than half liniQied •, and we have fecn the

whob ducal family extindi:, long before the pompou«
place for the reception of their remains is com pleated.

This, however, is certain, that, when it is finifhed,

not a chapel in the whole world can be compared wiJi

it for elegance. It is of an odlangular form.

The library of St. Marks is a grand hall, divided

|?y two rows of pillars into three galkries, b\\mi lUh
library is a moil,dtiigMrfLil profpe^il toward the moun-
tain, on which ftood the ancient city of Fiefole, and
where the ruins of it are Hill vifibie.

Florence is commonly ftiled I a Bella, or the fair,

poflibiy from the clcar.linds of its ilreets, and th-^
'

goodnels
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goodnefs of the pavemtnts, confifting moftly of broad
free-ftone, called Pictre Forti. But the palaces arc

neither equal in number or grandeur to thofe of Tu-
rin, Genoa, or Rome. The llreets are alfo, in ge-
neral, crooked and narrow; the latter is particularly

obfervable in the Corfo, faid to be two Italian miles

in length j and even fome are fo remarkably narrow,

that no carriage can pafs through them.

A traveller, who intends to vifit the other parts of
Italy, need not fpend his time here in viewing pri-

vate palaces. The elegant appearance of this city is

greatly kflened by ihe paper-windows, common in

every part of it; but, with regard to ftatues, paint-

ings, and monuments, few can be compared to ir.

Amon^ them the mod remarkable is the large and
beautitul column of the Doric order, erecfled in the

fquanj, before the church of St. Trinita; it is of a

greyifti colour, and formed out of a (ingle piece of

granate : on the top of it is a porphyry ftatue of Juf-

tice, with hcf fcales, and a regal mantle of bronze,

done by Romolo del Dadda. Cofmo I. erefVed it in

the year J 564; becaule, as fome pretend, he here re-

ceived advice of t!ie furrender of tiie city of Sienna.

The granate column is faid to have been difcovered

at Rome in the baths of Antonius, and prefcnted by
pope Pius IV. to Cofmo. No fault can be found with

the workmanfliip of the ftatue, but many except to"

her fiiuation, as the proper place of Juftice is tribu-

nals and courts of judicature : others are not pleafed

with her lofty and dillant fituation, being, as it were,

inacceflible to poor mortals. Others, again, fatyri-

cally remark that the liatue reaches out its hand, as

dcfirous of rcccivino; fomcthinn;, in order to make
the fcale incline to his fide who fees the largeft. And,
laftly, fome think it ftraqge that Juftice Ihould turn

her back upon tlic palace Degli Uftizii, where the

courts of ,^idica:ure arc held.

The Mercato Nuovo, or New Market-place, is

properly the e>:c!i?.!ige of Florence ; for here the prin-

<
' cipal
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cipal merchants, many of whom arc of noble fami^-

lies, 'mtet, toward noon, to tranfaft bufinefs •, trade

being here, as well as at Genoa, confidered as not

the leaft derogatory from nobility : and hence feveral

families here live in the grcateft affluence and repu^

tationj whereas, in other places, particularly Ger-

many, many families of rank, for a whole century

together, remain in indigence and obfcurity, meerly

on account of their poverty -, and are excluded, not

only from the higher ecclefiaftical benefices and ca-

nonries (of which there are very few among the Pro-,

teftants) but likewife from the pr'ncipal employments

of the ftate. Thefe misfortunes chiefly flow from
their bigotry to their rank and nobility, and being

more folicitous in their marriages about a long race

of anceftors, and the antiquity of a family, than a

handfome fortune. The Venetian nobility alfo trade

in fecret -, whereas thofe of Florence do it openly,

and even by retail ; not thinking they in the leaft in-

jure their titles by ftanding in their Ihops, or mea-
furing out a yard of any fort of ftuff to a cuftom'r.

Hence the Florentines are admired for their oecono-

my, while, on the other hand, the JVIilanefe arc

branded with the charader of the moft profufe and

lavifh of mortals, minding nothing hut gaiety in their

drefs, magnificence in their entertainments andfplen-

did furniture. Even tiie ducal family of Florence

owe to commerce that grandeur, which they have

now fupported above two centuries. Cofmo de Me-
dicis, who died in 1465, had upward of twenty waie-

houfes in the chief trading cities of the known world,

and was fo very fortunate, that, during the coniTe of

fifty-four years, he never fuffered any conlidcrable

lofs by the bankruptcy of other merchant?.

[Dr. Smollet gives us the following remarks on the

manners and difpofitions of the Florentines.

' There is a confiderable number of iafliionable

people at Florence, and many of them in gocd cir-

cumftances. Thcv alfcd a gaiety in their drefs,

i.'.^ij equipage -
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equipage, and convcrfation j but ftand very much on
their pundilio with flrangers : and will not, without
great reludance, admit into their affemblies any
Jady of another country, whofe noblefle is not afcer-

tained by a title. This referve is in fome meafure

cxcufablc among a people, who are extremely igno-

rant of foreign cuftoms, and who know that in meir
own country, every perfon, even the moft infigni-

ficant, who has any pretenfions to family, either in-

herits, or aflumcs, the title of frincipe^ conie, or

marchefe,
.

With all their pride, however, the nobles of Flo-

rence are humble enough to enter into partnerfliip

with (hopkeepers, and even to fell wine by retail.

It is an undoubted fad, that in every palace or great

boufe in this city, there is a little wmdow fronting

the llreet, provided with a iron knocker, and over

it hangs an empty flalk, by way of fign-poft. Thi-

ther you fend your fervant to buy a bottle of wine.

He knocks at the little wicket, which is opened im-
mediately by a domeftic, who fupplies him with what
he wants, and receives the money like the waiter of
any other cabaret. It is pretty extraordinary that it

Ihould not be deemed a difparagement in a nobleman
to fell half a pound of figs, a piece of ribbon or tape,

or to take money for a flaflc of four wine ; and yet be

counted infamous to match his daughter in the family

of a perfon who has diftinguifhed himfelf in any one

of the learned profeflions.

Though Florence be tolerably populous, there

feems to be very little traiic of any kind in it ; but

the inhabitant^ flatter themfelvcs with the profpeft of
reaping great advantage from the refidcnce of one

of the arch-dukes, for whofe reception they are now
repairing the palace of Pitti. I know not what the

revenues of 1'ufcany may amount to fince the fuc-

ceffion of the princes of Lorrain *, but, under the laft

dukes of the iMedici family, they were faid to pro-

4i:cc two millions of crowns, equal to five hundred
thou-
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thoufand pounds fterling. Thcfc arofe from a very

1 heavy tax upon land and houfes, the portions of

mjudens, and fuits at law, befide the duties upon
traffic, a fevere gabelle upon the neceffarics of life,

'and a toll upon every eatable entered into this capi-

tal. If we may believe Leti, the grand duke was

then able to raife and maintain an army of forty

thoufand infantry, and three thoufand horfe j with

twelve gallics, two galeaffes, and twenty Ihips of

I queftion if Tufcany can maintain, at prefent.war.

above one half of fuch an armament. He that now
commands the emperor's navy, confiding of a few

frigates, is an Englidiman, called Aflon, who was
Jieretofore captain of a Ihip in our Eaft India com-
pany's fervice. He Ins lately embraced the catholic

religion, and been created admiral of Tufcany.

There is a tolerable opera in Florence for the en-

tertainment of the beft company, though they do
not Teem very attentive to the mufic. Italy is cer-

tainly the native country of this art ; and yet, I do
not Hnd the people in general, either more mufically

inclined, or better provided with ears than their neigh-

bours. Here is alio a wretched troop of comedians

for the burgeois, and lower clafs of people : but what

feems moil to fuit the tafle of all ranks, is the exhi-

bition of church pageantry. I had occafion to fee a

proceflion, where all the noblefle of the city attended

in their coaches, which filled the whole length of the

great ftreet, called the Corfo. It was the anniver-

fary of a charitable inflitution in favour of poor

maidens, a certain number of whom are portioned

every year. About two hundred of thele virgins

walked in proceflion, two and two together, cloathed

in violet-coloured wide gowns, with white veils on
their heads, and made a very cUifllcal appcar.nce.

I'hey were preceded and followed by an irregular

mob of penitents, in iiickcluth, with lighted tapers,

and monks carrying crucifi;a^s, bawling and bellow-

ing the litanies : but the great objedt was a figure of

the



446 KEYSLERV TRAVELS.
the Virgin Mary, as big as the life, (landing withiff

a gilt frame, drcfTed in a gold (lufF, with a large

hoop, a great quantity of falfe jewels, her face

painted anci patched, and her hair frizzled and cor!ed

in the very extremity of thcfaihion. Very little re-

gard had been paid to the image of our Saviour on
the crols •, but when his lady- mother appeared on the

Ihouldcrs of three or four lufty friars, the whole po-
pulace fell upon their knees in the dirt. This extra-

ordinary veneration paid to the Virgin, mufl: have
been derived originally from the French, who pique

themfelves on their gallantry to the fair fex.

Amidft all the icenery of the Roman Catholic

religion, I have never yet feen any of the fpeclators

affected at heart, or dlfcover the Icaft figns of fana-

ticifm. The very difciplinants, who fcourge them-
felves in the holy-v/eek, are generally peallints, or

pai ties hired for the purpofe. Thoie of the confrai-

rics, who have an ambition to diftingaifh thcmfelves

on fuch occafions, take care to fecure their backs from
the fmart, by means of fecret armour, either wo-
men's boddice, or quilted jackets. The conrrairies

are fraternities of devotees, who inlift themfelves

under the banners of particular faints. On days of

procefiion they appear in a body drefled as penitents,

and malked, and diftinguiflied by crofles on their

habits. There is fcarce an individual, whether noble

or plebeian, who does not belong to one of thefe

aficiciations, v;hich may be compared to the Free-

mafons, Gregoreans, and Antigallicans of England.

Juft without one of the gates of Florence, there

is a triumphr.l arch erected en occ.afion of the late

emperor's making his public entry, when he fuc-

ceeded to the dukedom of Tufcany -, and here in the

fummer evenings, the quality refort to take the air

in their coaches. Every carriage flops, and forms a.

Fttle fepanite converfazione. The ladies fit within,

onJ the cicifbei Hand on the footboards, on each-

fide.
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fide of the coach, entertaining them with their dif-

CQurfe."

Mr. Sharpe likewife furniihes us with many judi-

cious mifcellaneons obfervations on Florence and its

inhabitants, which will greatly illuftratc the preced-

ing defcriptions.

* In our w.iy to Florence, fays Mr. Sharpe,

we pafled through Sienna, the.town which gave name
to the celebrated Senefino i as I had alv/ays heard

he finiflied his days very comfortably in his native

place, and had built a beautiful palace with the thou-

lands he had acquired in England, one of my firft en-

quiri s was after his hiftory and his houfe, which we
vifited with a defign to take only a view of its out-

fide; but the eagernefs with which I furvTyed it,

and the appearance of foreigners, fjon brought the

lady of the houfe to the window ; and her politc-

ncfs, together with a good-natured officious forward-

nefs in the fervant who attended me, produced an
invitation in lefs than half a minute. She proved

to be the wife of Senefino's eldcft nephew, and prin-

cipal heir-, a very fine, beautiful, and affable wo-
man ; and was more rejoiced to fee us than you can

readily imagine, from the grateful fenfe flie enter-

tained of the favours her uncle had received at the

hands of the Englifh nation. The houfe is really

handfome, but not fo guudy and expenfive as to rc-

fledt on the modefty of tlie owner : feme of the rooms
are furnilhed entirely with Englidi furniture, an indi-

cation he had fome prejudices in favour of England,
as the freight and carriage mufl have been expen-

five. It (lands in a kind of forebury, the mod plea-

fant fpot of ground in the city, and very gay, becaufe it

is the promenade. Senefmo gave his eldeft nephew
about ten thoufand pounds, and to three or four

other nephews, and their fons, two thoufand five

hundred pounds each, a confidcrable fortune at Si-

enna, but not an enormous one.

It
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It is impdnible for any man, a little aquaintcd iiV

hirtory, not to bcftow a figh on this once celebrated

eity and republic, which, when it flourilhed, fmali

as it was, by the renown of its arms and its arts,

made no del'picable figure in Europe -, and, in thofc

days, three or four hundred years fincc, contained

within its walls ninety or one hundred thoufand in-

habitants, where now, there are, at moft, twelve' or

fourteen thoufand. A plague greatly depopulated

it; but the lofs of its liberty proved the incurable

wound, which has continued to drain and' wafte its

ilrength. The cathedral is a very cuiioiis Go-
thic itrudurc ; the Sicnnefe call it a fine one, and be-

lieve, iF it were at Rome, it would (land in honour
next to St. Peter's ; biit I qiieftion whether it be not

more whimlical than fine : to the bed of my me-
mory, the minrter at York, though confifting of ftone

and wliite walls only, is a more beautiful defign

;

but tlii;> building, both on the infidc and out, is en

tirely marble-, and, what renders it fo remarkable,

is, thnt feme blocks are wliite, and others black ;•

there is a larger portion of the building white, but

the black is in a very confiderable qQahtity :• this va-

riegation, upon the firft fight, llrikes -, but I quef-

tion whether, upon tiie whole, it will ftand the teft

of criticifm.

The river Arno runs thrcligli Ftoreilce, divid-

ing it as the Thames does London from Southwark.

This llream, which, like moft otiiers m Italy, is tur-

bid, has found, however, mrny panegyrical writers,

though it has two very bad properties for a river;

that is, a propcnfity to overflov/ its banks after heavy

Ihowers, and to be almoft dry at other times. I law

an infcription on the v/alls of a houfe, about ten

feet irom the ground, fignifying, that, in the year

1557, the river overflowed the city to the height of

that infcription; there was likcwife another in 1761,

to the height of two feet in the llr^ets. 1 hefe in-

undations



FLORENCE. 449

yndations happen very often, and, though not to the

degree I have defcribcd, yet fufficientiy to caufc much
delolarion. A (hort hiliory of the rivers, or rather

torrents of Italy, their trequent emptincfs, and their

frequent overflowi:'gs. would give a man the highelt

reli(h for Sir John Denham's few panegyricallines

on our Thames.

1 faunter now and then, in the fuburbs, amongft
the poor, and not without finding matter of contcin-

plation. I am very well mform.-d, that a woman
here, though (he have : o children and family to take

care of, and employ her time with the utmoft di-

ligence, cannot earn above two-pence halfpenny a
day by fpinning, the ufual occuiiation of the poor

:

yet, compare either their habitations, or their chil-

dren, with thofe of the inhabitants of the fkirts of
London, and you will blu(h for the mifery and dif-

folutenefs of our country-folks. It would be won-
derful, however, that the poor could fubfiH; on fuch

fmall wages, if we did not know, that mere bread

alone, in fufficiency, is their principal objeft of ex-

pence. They talk much here of their prefent wretch-

ednefs, the laft year having neither produced corn

or wine equal to their home confumption •, and,

what is worfe, their manufactures have decayed fo

much, that the induftrious cannot always Hnd work :

they fay, that, a few years fince, they exported vaft

quantities of wrought fdks to England ; now they

lend few or none : nay, that the Englifh have gained

fo much upon them, in the art of- weaving, that

they find a profit in importing Engliih filk manufac-

tures, particularly filk ilockings, by reafon of their

durablenefs. A man (hould come abroad, either to

raife his opinion of his country, or his countrymen.

1 was much pleafcd, the other day, to hear an Eng-
lifhman, who has lived abroad above thirty years,

burll into an unfeigned exclamation, upon being

fliewnoneof the newly invented cork-fcrews, " Well,

Vot. IV, Gg faid
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faid he, thefe Englilhmen arc the moft ingenious crea-

tures in the world !"

I have almoft infenfibly quitted my fubjc6l in rela-

tion to the poor ; but 1 intended to make a refledtion^

that, when the populace do not give themlelves up^a
fpirituous liquors, they make fome (hift to fcramble

through Iffe tolerably well, as may be feen at Flo-

rence. 1 am aware that the richelt cities will always

fwarm, for that veiy reafon, with the indigent poor,

fo long as men are men •, for, fince many will be

idle, they will confequently be, in proportion, more
wretched, as the means of fubfiftence is expenfive

;

and neceflaries will grow dearer as riches multiply :

neverthelefs, as brown bread is ftill cheaper in Eng-
land than elfewhere, 1 cannot but impute it to pride

and idlenefs, that the greater part of our poor, in and

about London, are ever in want. The lower people

in Italy fpend more than you would believe in wine

;

but neither their abilities, nor the example of their

betters, lead them into drunkennefs : they have a

great notion it is wholefome, and they give it to their

children at the breaft.

I am much pleafed with the contrivance ufed in

the great hofpital here, to avoid bugs : It is no other

than a plain bedftead of iron, made lb fimple, that

there is not a crevice where a bug can conceal it-

felf. Attempts of this kind have been made in Eng-
land, but they have proved ineffedtual; becaufe

they have fattened ticking to the frame, with oilet"

hoics, and cording, which afibrded Ibme harbour to

thefe animals. In this hofpital they only lay acrofs

. the fr^me about four or five boards, a little longer

ehan the width of the frame, and about a foot broad,

upon which they lay the bedding; thefe are move-

able, and if ner. eflfary, may be brufhed when the bed

is made, as eafily, and in as fhort a time as a man
brufhes his hat. In the hofpitals at Londo'i, bugs

are frequently a greater evil to the patient, than the

malady
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tlialady for which he feeks an hofpital ; and, could I

have intereft enough with the governors, to bring

about an imitation of this frame, I Ihould be exceed-

ingly rejoiced in the comfort it will afford to fo many
thoufands of miferable wretches, that are tormented

by this naufeous vermin.

There is but one theatre open at Florence, juft at

this jundlure, and there is fcldom more than one at

a time, except in the feafon of the Carnival i when
the rage of frequenting fpeftacles is fuch in Italy,

tliat, in this fmall city, the people fill fix or feved

houfes every night 5 but, in Ihort, as if it were an
a6l of devotion, every body makes a point of going

;

whereas, in France, the madnefs of a Carnival is, in

a manner, unknown. There are, however, at Flo-

rence, but three confiderable theatres, one very large,

and two of about the dimenfion of that in Drury-

lane. The large one is dedicated to the ferious opera,

the other two to comedy and burlettas. Upon a cal-

culation, I find, that though the extent of the houfe

now open, be equal to that of Drury-lane, it does

hot contain near the number of people, from the na-

ture of its form, there being no galleries, but confid-

ing meerly of boxes and pit. The comedy they ex-

hibit here is very low indeed, by no means exceed-

ing what is called in England a droll, and what

would be very tirefome to an Englifhman, but for

the pleafu re. there is in novelty. To give you fomc
idea of the fmall progrefs of the drama through all

Italy, I need only repeat, that I have never yec feen

there one play, conPfting of five a-fls y and that the

joy it affords arifes from miftaking one word for an-

other, blunders, indelicate jokes, Sec. At Paris, Har-

lequin is allowed fome freedoms, which, I believe^

would hardly be fuffered in a London theatre, (how-

ever a Frenchman may value himfeif on the elegance

of their talte) but then the Farifians have the reioiirce

of another theatre, where both tragedy and comtdy

may be faid to flounfli almoll to j"cifeCl:on; v;hcrrtas

G g 2 I lar-
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Harlequin, and the other Italian charaftcrs of Punch,
Don Faltidio, Pantaloon, &c. are, in a manner, the
only characters you fee on the ftages of this country*

The Harlequin of this theatre h very popular, and,

what you will be furi/rizcd at, very rich, though the

falar}' paid both to hun and his wife be but fcventy*

five pounds a year fterling ; but, to folve the riddle,

you muft know that the Harlequin is a tradefman,

and perhaps may have as much merit in that depart-

ment, as in his black face and party-coloured fuit -,

however it be, he is a great favourite, and his fhop

is much frequented : 1 have been his cuftomer for no
other reafon, in preference, but the Angularity of

the tradefman, not that of the goods. Mr. Addi-
fon and Sir Willram Temple, I believe, have both

fpoken, with great applaufe, of the Dutch theatres,

becaufe the company of comedians was faid to be
compofed of artificers, who, after their day's labour,

recreated themfelves, and the public, with their dra-

matic exhibitions, not making the profeflion as in

other kingdoms, an idle calling: but, with fub-

mifTion to fuch great men, I fhould imagine, were

the practice general, it would fpoil both the tradef-

man and the a6lor ; and thefe fooer comedians would
frequently become bankrupts. We have much more
pleafure at their burletta operas than at their come-
dies, though they have not, in their company, any

finger or ador of very diftinguilhable talents j but,

upon the whole, it does very well, and pafles off the

evening pleafantly. The church keeps a ftridl hand
over the fubje6ls of Tufcany, as well as the other

dates of Italy. On the page of the opera-book, where,

in England, the argument is ufually printed off, you

have here, in capital letters a Protefta. This pro-

tcfi: is a declaration, that, though the writer of the

diam.i has made ufe of the words God, gods, dei-

ties, he. he means no offence to the church •, but

iliut, in conformity to the mythology of the ancients,

. . he
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he has been obliged to introduce thofe fables, and
thofe phrafes.

I never trouble you with defcriptions of churches

and palaces, but, rather, with the cuftoms and man-
ners of the people I vifit •, yet I cannot forbear men-
tioning the ducal palace at Fiorence, which has, by
far, the moft noble range of rooms I ever beheld :

1 fhould not, however, have thought this circum-

ftance worth a paragraph in my letter, but for this

particular, that it was built by one Pitti a private

man, before the eftabliihment of the Medici family,

into whofe hands it immediately fell : yet, in Ipite

of their great reputation and magnificence, through

a long courfe of years, it ftill retains the name of its

firft owner, and is called the Pitti palace to ihis hour.

I own to you, I look with a i Miration on this monu-
ment of Tufcan talte and gra ideur, and canrot but

reflect, with aftonilhment, at the low ebb of com-
merce, and the fine arts, in other dates of Euione,

when they flourilhed with fo much vigour in tiiis

duchy. The gardens are efteemed fine by the Ita-

lians, but, in the eyes of an Englifliman, they are

execrable; undoubtedly our taftc of gardening is

infinitely more elegant than that of the .talians; be-

fide, as they cannot have neither green gra's, or fine

gravel, they want fome of the proper materials to

render a garden perfectly beautiful: but, what is

unpardonable and abfurd, amongll a thoufand other

detefls in their laying out a garden, is t'lcir contriv-

ance to calculate them for winter, when no body

walks, and not for fummer, when gardens are agree-

able. This abfurdity is, the prodigious number of

large trees, all of the ever-green kind, with which

their gardens abound ; it is true, they afford a fliad -,

but of fo difrpal a hue as is hardly to be imagined,

and, at the times they want (hade, trees of a beau-
^

tifyl verdure would be (locked with leaves. If they

adapt their gardens to the winter, they almoft as ri-

diculoudy build their houfes for the fummer only,

<

G g 3 not-
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notwithftanding the rigour of the winter in this moun-
tainous country. It is iiardly thirty years ago, that,

except kitchen-chimnics, there were Icarcely any,

not only in Naples, but even in the northern latitude

of Venice. Antiquity renders every cuftom vene-

rable, and almoft facred •, but you would wonder to

fee how prejudiced the Italians are againft the intro-

duction of chimnies ; they have an idea they muft

be unwholfome, fo little do they underlland the na-

ture of a ventilator, and that a thorough draught

muft purify the air we breathe. It happened that

my chimney at Naples took fire, being ill built, and
having never been fwept fince it was ereCled (about

three or four years fmce) this accident fo alarmed the

landlord, that he demurred whether he (hould not

turn a gentleman, who lodged over my head, out

of his apartments, becaufe he refufed to pull down
his chimney on this occafion, The gentleman is,

certainly, one of the beft tenants in Naples, and the

landlord's intercft prevailed over his frights and pre-

judices at laft ; but he lives in a ftate of unhappinefs,

that his houfe ihoujd be proftitutcd to the vile ufe

of chimnies. ^
The environs of Florence are delightful ; the hills

round the town, at the diftance of two or three

miles, form an amphitheatre, where a thoufand coun-

try houfes, built of white ftone, beautify the prof-

peft. The fields, as indeed the whole race of Tuf-

cany, are, in a manner, covered with olive-trees •, but

the olive-tree does not anfwer the cliarader I had
conceived of it : the Royal Plalmill, and fome of the

facred writers, fpeak with rapture of the green olive-

tree, 16 that I expttted a beautiful green ; and 1 con-

fefs to you, I was wretchedly difappointed, to find

its hue refemble that of our hedges, when they are

covered with ciull. The olive-tree may, poflibly de-

light m the barren diftrid of Judaea-, but, undoubt-

edly, will difguft a man accuftomed to Englifh ver-

dure.

•

'

Madani
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ver-

Madam Minorbetti, a woman of diftindion, has,

tiirough the means of > fhewn great civilities

to my daughters -, I mention her name for having gi-

ven occafion to one of the moft ridiculous events

that has fallen within my knowlege, and which will

put to fhame fome of the Greek etymologies we are

entertained with in the pofthumous works of dean

Swift. You may remember, he alTcrts, for the ho-

nour of Great Britain, that many of thofe names
which we llippole to be originally Greek, are really

derived from the Britifh language, and, by corrup-

tion, have attained the Greek idiom. For example;
he fays, " that Andromache is a corruption of the

Scotch name Andrew Mackey \ Jrchimedes^ of Hark
ye Maids, &c. &c." It feems, that a relation of
madam Minorbetti, in the agonies of death, was de-

firous to have a famous relic in this city, no lefs than

an arm of our archbifhop Becket, brought to his bed-

fide-, from a perfuafion he Ihould be reftored to

health, by its miraculous influence. The monks, in

whofe poflfefiion the arm is, rejected the petition, and
pleaded the impoffibility of carrying it beyond the

precindls of the convent i the relations, on the other

hand, urged, that they were defcended from the fa-

mily of the Beckets, and therefore, ihat fuch a ufage

might be difpenfed with : the argument was admit-

ted to be good, and the monks demanded only a

proof of the confanguinity, which was demonftrated

in the following manner

:

" A bilhop, faid they,

in England, is always called mkr^ (my lord) which

eafily, in Italian, is corrupted into minor ; then

Becket as eafily degenerates into Betti j fo that Milor-

iecket naturally becomes Minor-hetti.''* This notable

argument was deemed fo valid, that the relic was

brought out of thf^ convent to the fick man. Do
not doubt the truth of the fad, becaufe of its ludi-

croufnefs i you may depend on every circumflance of

the ftory. , ,^

Gg4 ' ^^ At
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At all the houfcs of the nobles in Florence, yoi^

fee an empty flaflc hanging our, to denote they fell

wine by retail ; this cuftom lliocks an Englilhman,

as a praftice very derogatory from their dignity ;

and he cannot but fpeak of it with furprize. A
Florentine coolly and fcnfibly anfwers, " Sir, your
duke of , by the interpofition of a fteward,

fells a tree for ten ihi}lings ; our noble, by his por-

ter at the door, fells ten millings worth of winr •, but

our noble appears no more in the fale of the wine,

than your duke of , in the fale of his tree
^

different countries have their different modes."

The truth is, that, through all Italy, great part of

the rent for eftates is paid in kind, which, joined

with a certain exemption from the imports on wine,

granted to the nobles in Florence, has led them, j

believe, into this feeming littlenefs.

I was, the other night, at a mod elegant concert,

given by the Lucchefe envoy, at his own palace.

The fafhion, upon this occafion, is to calculate the

number of people the rooms will hold, and to invite

accordingly •, but ladies only are invited. It is com-
puted, that cards fent to twenty-five or twenty-fix

ladies, will bring near fourfcore gentlemen ; and the

number at this alfcmbly anfwered to that calculation.

The great difproportion betwixt the number of la-

dies at the Italian converzationi, and the London
routs, is very llriking to an Englilhman; but the

phajnomenon admits of an eafy fohition. No fingle

ladies, as I have told you l^^'fore, vifit in Italy -, all

who are feen in the v:orld are married women. If a

gentleman here has three fons and three daughters,

two of the daughters ,rc moft probably in a convert,

whilfl: all the three fc ps, at leaft two of them, h .vj

nothing elfc to do thaii to frequent the Ipecflacles and

converzationi.

The palace of the Lucchefe envoy is very large

;

fo are the palaces of all the nobles in Florence ; in-

dccda
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deed, they are of fuch an extent, that ufually one
idoor only is occupied at the fame time. During the

winter, thty inhabit the upper apartments-, and,

during the fummer, they rcfide all together on the

ground- floor \ a moft agreeable piece of luxury in

the northern climate of Italy, which is fo extremely

hot, and fo extremely cold in the two feafons. Houfe-
rcnt at Florence is (till cheaper than at Venice.

In Florence, the generality of ladies have each of
them three cicefbeos ; the firfl is the cicefbeoof dior-

nity i the fecond is the cicefbeo who picks up tlie glove,

gives the fan, and pulls off, or puts on the cloak, &c.
the third cicefbeo is, by the wags, deemed the fub-

ftantial cicelbco, or lover. God knows how thefe

matters go \ for, in public, the ladies behave with

{q much modefty and decorum, that 1 fliould be
tempted to treat feme of thefe reports as mere de-

traction, were not the truth of them '[q notorious

:

in fa6t, the univerfality of the vice has, in a man-
ner, diverted it of the appearance of vice : with

us, a woman who is publicly criminal, ufually be-
comes profligate and abandoned ; here, almofl: every
woman, of however virtuous a difpofition, falls into

the general cuitom, and is equally criminal with the

woman of loofe principles; fo that the diftindion

of ^ood and bad, I mean chafle and diflblute, is

hard'y 1 nown in Italy. In a word, it is the mode,
the etiquette, the bon ton of the fine people ; and
now wives and cicefbeos hardly give more fcandal than
wivoo and hufbands ; excite as little animadverfions

when together ; and, indeed, exclufive of gallantry,

lead as innocciit and fober lives.* ]

Florence is faid to be decorated with feventeen

fquares, or market-places; feven fountains, fix co-
lumn's, two pyraniids, and about a hundred and
fixty pijolic ftatues. Cofmo I. afligned the Jews a

particular quarter, or Ghetto ; a part of the <: iry

formerly noted for infamous houfes and places of
proftitution. We are informed by an infcription o >'er

iJic
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the entrance into this flreet, that it was thought
more advifeable to let the Jews remain in a quarter

by themfelves, but in the neighbourhood of the Chrif-

tians, that they might, by the good example of the

latter, be induced to fubmit to the eafy yoke of
Chriftianity, than expel them intirely.

Florence is faid to contain about nine thoufand

Jioufes and feventy thoufand fouls. Its greateft trade

is in woollen and filk manufactures. It has been ob-

ferved, that few people in Florence are remarkable

for the quicknefs of their fight ; and hence the Flo-

rentini ciecbi^ or blind Florentines, has paffcd into a

proverbial jeft. This misfortune feme attribute tQ

the damp and foggy air of the city ; but if this be
admitted, it will follow, that mofl of the inhabitants

of Mantua, Venice, Leyden, Amfterdam, and other

places, would have little or no ufc of their eyes. Be-

|ide, the fea-coafts only are fubjed to fuch moift ex-

halations •, whereas Florence is fituated on a rifing

cround, and in a dry part of the country. And it

mould be "remembered, that to the purity, finenefs,

and falubrity of the air, the Florentines themfelves

attribute the quicknefs and fagacity of their country-

men, who have made fo many great improvements

in all the branches of fcience. A famous fociety of

learned men, for the improvement of the Tufcan
language, who ftile themfelves Academia della Crufca^

has been fome years eftabliihed here. Probably this

uncommon name, which fignifies the Bran Academy,
was chofen from their propofing to rejtdl, as Bran, all

Italian words that are not elegant Tufcan. But,

notwithftanding all their ca'*e, the Florentines have

Ibmething of a guttural pronunciation, and confe-

quently v/rite Italian better than they fpeak it. They
are univerfally admired for their quicknefs in repar-

tees, and their graceful manner in telling a ftory.

But they are fo infatuated with thefe petty accom-

plilhments, that they are eternally talking, and ne*

vcr lofe an opportunity of telling a tale. Every lo-

vfr
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ver of virtue would be plcafed, if this were the only

failing that could be laid to their charge ; but this is

fo far from being the cafe, that they have been brand-

ed to a proverb, even by the reft of the Italians,

for that abominable vice which brought down the

divine vengeance upon Sodom and Gommorah.
Should this be really the cafe, it would not be at all

furprifing, that a nation fo lafcivious as the Floren-

tines are Ihould have weak eyes •, it being inconteft-

able, that immoderate venery is highly detrimental

to the fight.

The country, in the neighbourhood of Florence,

is indeed extremely delightful, from the gradual

afcent of little hills beautifully cultivated. Toward
Pifa it form's itfelf into a fpacious plain. Near the

eify of Florence is found a fpecies of white marble,

which fplits almoft like flate, and after polilhing,.the

variegations of its yellow and brown veins reprefent,

in an elegant manner, trees, landfcapes, and ruins of
old walls and Ci«ftles. The principal parts of thefe

paintings owe their origin to a corrofive fluid, which,

infmuating itfelf into the minute pores of the f^one,

leaves, in time, the traces of fach figures, which,

by a fmall affiftance from imagination, form a refem-

blance to the works of nature or art. The figures

on this marble are not meerly traced on the fur-

face of the ftone, but penetrated the fourth or

fixth part of an inch into its fubftance, fo that they

^re not eafily obliterated by fire, like the Dendrites

of Pappenheim, and other places.

# A paved road, called Via Caffia, made by the an-

cient Romans, extended from Florence to Sienna,

and from thence to Rome. T here are ftill fome con-

fiderable remains of this way, though it is not fo well

kept in repair as the Via Appia, which leads from
Rome to Naples. Sienna is four pod ftages or thirty-

two Italian miles diftant from Florence. The many
hills in the road, which is paved all the way, render

travelling uneafy 5 nor is the country fo pleafant as

* that
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that between Pifa and Florence, The profpcds,

however, are often beautiful, from the many vinc-»

yards and olive plantations.

The city of Sienna ftands upon three eminences,

which confequently make the ftreets very uneven j

)but, at the fame time, this fituation renders the prof-

pedts more agreeable, and increafes the falubrity of

the air, The inhabitants are polite and of a lively

difpofition, the women beautiful, and vinder lefsre-

ftraint than in other parts of Italy •, for which reafon,

it is imagined, that the Italian language is fpoken at

Sienna in its greateft perfedtion and purity. Charles V.
founded an academy here, and granted many privi-

leges to the German ftudents. 1 his academy is at

preftnt in a declining (late, and the number of Ger-
man fcholars does not exceed ten or twelve. The
city itfelf is far from b^ing populous, feventeen thou-

fand inhabitants being the moll that it contains. With
regard to the buildings, the Piccolomini palace, and
that belonging to the marquis di Londad^ri, feem to

be the bell ; all the reft arc but meanly built ; though
the city, on account of the great numbers of tovrers

fsredcd on private houfes, and which had their rife

from the inteftine feuds between the parties of the

Guelphs and Gibellines, makes an elegant appear-

ance at a diftance. -^^

The Siennefe ftill flatter themfelves with enjoying

a kind of liberty in the choice of their fenate, com-
pofed of nine perfons called Eccelfi, the prefident of
which is ftiled Capitaneo del Popolo. But this 1$

only a delufive appearance, the fenate itfelf being

under fuch reftridions to the great duke of Florence,

that no meafures of confcqucnce can be tranfaded

wirhout his permiflion.

Among ihe ecclefiaftical buildings, the cathedral

is the principal, both its out and inude being incrufted

with white and black marble, in alternate rows.

In rhe two veflels for holy water, at the entrance

of the church, are two marble filh, fo cxquir?|ely

_•.— '-_ ;;- pc«h
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performed, that they appear to iwim in them. Here
are, alfo, feveral Bne marble ftatues of Popes, who
-were natives of Sienna. Mabillon tells us, that for-

merly the bull of pope Joan was alfo among them»

with this infcription under it, Joannes VIII. Fcemina

de Anglia. " John VIII. an Engliihwoman ;** but

it has been long fmce taken away. The fame author

fays, it was altered to pope Zachary ; but Baronius

affirms, that it was absolutely broken to pieces and
deftroyed.

Among the reliques of the cathedral, are the right

arm of John the Baptift, and the fword with which
Peter cut off the ear of Malchus. The latter cannot,

indeed, properly, be called a relique, and the facriftan

himfelf afiured us, that no veneration is paid to it,

but confidered only as a curious antique -, it is, how-
ever, carefully prelervcd, and the three principal

perlons of Sienna have each a key to it. The hilt is

of white ivoiy, and the blade two fpans and an half in

length, relembling a large knife. In the Domini-
can church is the head of St. Catharine of Sienna

;

one of her countrymen, after her death at Rome,
having fevered it from the body, and brought it to

Sienna, where it is kept with the higheft veneration,

and only exhibited to view twice a year. The Domi-
nicans here pretend to have in their polleflion the

wedding-ring which our Saviour gave her at the fo-

lemnization of their nuptials, which, they profanely

fay, were performed with the utmoft magnificence,

king David aflifting and playing on the harp. The
houfe in which Ihe refidtd at Sienna with her pa-

rents, is now an orarory ; and her private chamber a

chapel, decorated in the mod profufe manner with

ftucco-work, fculpture, painting, and gilding. Here
they ftiew the window, through which they pretend

Chrift often ufed to come and vifit her. The {lory

of the five ftigmata, or marks, in.prcfTed on her

by our Saviour, is too well known to need repetition -,

and with fuch ridiculous ftorits levc-nU books, pub-

. . :

•
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liihed with the knowledge and approbation of tht

fuperior clergy of the Romilh church, have been
filled.

The hilly fituation of the city has occafioned a
bridge to be built acrofs a ftrect near the Dominican
church ; but this ftrudture is of no remarkable height,

nor are any buildings under it like chat in the city of
Genoa.

Sienna embraced the opportunity of the German
interregnum to recover its liberty ; but its repofe was
very inconfiderable, from the inteftine commotions
among its principal families, particularly thofe ofMa-
latefla and Petruzzi. In 1554* the emperor Charles V.
entirely reduced the city under his dominion, and by
his abdication afterward in j 556, it devolved to his

fon Philip 11. king of Spain, who ceded it to Cofmo I.

duke of Florence, in confideration of a large fum of
money, and a promife that he would not alTifl the

French. Some maritime places were however ex-

cepted, as Piombino, Orbitello, Telamone, Porto

Hercole, Porto St. Stefano, and Porto Longono,
together with the ifland of Elva, which didridb was
called Stato degli Preiidii, from the Spaniards keep-
ing garrifons in thefe places.

In travelling from Sienna to Radicofani, during the

two firft ftages, or till you arrive at Buonconvento,

the country is remarkably fertile, and affords the moft
inchanting profpe^Stj being regularly planted with

rows of trees, and covered with vints and olives.

But after you have pafTcd this part, the face of the

country is lefs agreeable, its appearance being fome-

what more rough and barren. Buonconvento is fa-

mous in hiftory, as the place where Henry VII. was

poifoned in receiving the facrament from Bernardo

di Montepolitiano, a Dominican monk, in 1 3 13. But

the death of the emperor Henry Vll. is not the

only inftance in which priefts have abufed the facra-

ment for the accomplifhing their revenge. Hiero-

nymoSavina, abbot of St. Maria di Mifericordia, was

convided
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convifted of the fame deteftable crime at Venice. Ci-
rcus affirms, that pope Adrian VI. was, at the in-

i^igation of the cardinals, taken off by a poifoned

hoft. And the fame villainous adion was committed
by bifhop Arnefaft, at Aarhus, in the year 1259,
upon Chriftopher 1. king of Denmark, as appears

from Hojer's hiftory of Denmark.
Ten Italian miles from Viterbo toward Rome, at

a diftance from the high road, is the palace of Cap-
rarola, belonging to the duke of Parma. It wa«
built by cardinal Alexander Farnefe, in the fixteenth

century, under the direftion of the celebrated ar-

chiteft Giacomo Barocci da Vignola. The ftrufturc

on the outfide is of a pentagonal form, refembling a

citadel j but the inner court, which is decorated with

galleries, is pcrfedtly circular*, and yet all the apart-

ments are fquare and well proportioned. The whole
art confifts in the different thicknefs of the party-

walls. The city of Rome, though thirty Italian miles

diftant, may be feen from the top of this palace.

The magnificent ftair-cafe and whifpering-hall in this

palace are particulariy admired. In the latter, four

perfons ftanding clofe to the wall, and over againft

each other, may converfe, while a fifth, ftanding in

the center, will be intirely ignorant of what is faid.

Upon ftamping with the foot in the middle of the

floor, thofe without hear a noife like the report of a

piftol.

The diftance between Ronciglioni and Monte Rofi,

a well built place, is feven Italian miles ; and that

between Monte Rofi and Baccano the fame. All

the country between Ronciglioni and Storta is moun-
tainous, and the roads very bad. Agriculture'is here

totally negleded, fo that the land is over-run with a

kind of long heath : had the country been under

any other prince, than the fucceflbr of St. Peter, it

would doubtlefs have been long fince cultivated, as

it does not want for water, and might be ufed to ad-

vantage in breeding of cattle. But the inhabitants

4 are
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are rendered flothful by opprefHon, well knowing
that the more they acquire by their induftry, the

more they will be expofed to exaftions, till they fink

at laft under the preffure of poverty. Near Baccano

are fome fulphur mines, which produce a confider-

able profit to the papal treafury.

The rivulet Cremera ilTues from the Lago di Bac-

cano, and after eroding the road, f^ls into the Ti-

ber, about three miles from hence. At prefent it is

called La Varca, and famous in ancient hiftory for

the furprife and flaughtcr of the Fabii by the Ve-
jentes.

Nine Italian miles to the northward of Rome, Six-

tus V. caufed a large wood to be dcftroyed,^ order

to deprive the robbers of a place of retreat

the fame time to open a free paiTage for t]

wind to the country about Rome : and accoipngly,

the air in that city is rendered much more l^^l^ny

;

and alio, the noxious effeds of the fouth in a great

meafure prevented. For the fame reafon, the woods

lying to the fouthward of Rome are not fufFered to

be cut down, becaufe they defend the city and adja-

cent country from the efFefts of the Sirocco, or fouth-

eaft wind, which, being loaded with exhalations,

arifing from moralTes and ilagnating water, would

otherwife prove very prejudicial to the health of the

inhabitants.
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